(Copy of Buth Steward's letter)

I

[
- Memphis , "<~ "
J'II]J " 1964

Dear Father and Mother,

I'm here, and all's well==80 fATse « & & & s 00 & & o o s & & » »
The early group will lesave tomorrow. The rest of us will leave

morning. Our main speaker jJeste afternoon did not show u
at 2100 o'clock when he was expected. As afternoon wore on, wit
no word from him, I::l'lhlllim roses He finally appeared at 8 o'clock.
Hie ﬂ#g: He had been working in the northeram part of Missiseippi
during the mo » and then ri out for Memphis, driving alone (which
we are disc from doing)« A policeman signaled him down. When
he stopped he was arrested for illegal « He was taken to the
police station and held for about am hour. he returned to the
car, he found the fan belt cut in four places. He got a new fan belt
and proceeded to Memphims. The philoso here seems to be that the
program must go on, wi t too much concern for whether things are
happening as planned. (There is however very much concern for the
people concerned., There was & real cloud hanging over us that after-
noon which could be peen very clearly on the usual ovial faces of
some of our ltud-n.T My feeling about this projeect is that for all
its lack of organisation it is being directed by people who know what
they are trying to accomplish (and who are determined to get side-
tracked, for example by testing the Civil Rights law.) I anm
tempted to hasard the guess that somehow personnel and materials are xm
ﬁtll to get where they are needed pretty much when they are needed.

for our own security, the rules and regulations are at least as

-thﬁﬂm’um-ﬂu be likely to think of., I don't thintuﬁu
should be concerned about keep track of pg. (One of my
concerns is how one can observe all the necessary precautions without
sacrificing too much of the intangible benefits of the program.

I have not succeeded in gett very many details as to pre-
cisely what I will be doing, or where. It looks as if I may be in
Hattiesburg. were expecting to have from 50 to 100 students in

the Freedom School there. Yesterday 575 students signed up. (I wonder
how that happened!)

Memphis seems to me like a pretty normal city. I saw no ei
of Jim Crow until after I had left the Central Station and starte

walking the streets of the city. There is & obvious pattern of
residential tion (which was also later pointed out to me 'b{ a
taxi driver.) Most of what I have seen looks, from the outside, like

pre decent lower-middle class housing. The people I met on the

st responded in a casual and fri « Ve are in a generally

cordial atmosphere here in the vicinity of the college. Yet we have

been advised not to wear our name tages on the street--=for security

reasons. But when we rurptbm :n- gete upset, I 4id feel a little
ge

odd when I set off on a bus 1 and then, after a not
partioularly pleasant exe with ver, whose speech I gould
u_l unders s About where 1 should get off, suddenly realised that,
no was I wearing a name tag, but I was o a folder of
stuff I was not about to leave around. word today is

that all the restsurants in Memphis have Just been desegregated. 1
have very little idea as to what that means in practice.

It's Time T8 qet spme Sleep! Fove Oz





