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Hattissburg, Misa.
July 3, 1964

Dear Ghﬂmh Menmbers md thndst

Thesa- llttdgl uill jq;n thrungh many hln&: and, I hope, thrnugh as :;ny
heartes and minds,. Before I start telling you ur the oriemtation in

Oxford, Ohio, for the Missispippi Summer Project sponsored by the Couneil
of ;Federated Organizations and the Ngtional Council of Churches, I want

to state that I recognize that we may have different ideas about th- South,
The Givil Rights Movement, and the legro in the future of America. However,
I postulate betwean us, as a common basis of departure, our shared concern
for the human rights of all men as children of God.and, in ite immediate
context, for the equal civil rights of all American citigens, guaranteed

by our constitution. I hope that all of you will bear with me ss my ideas
are changed, modified, or reinforced during the suumer, and that differences
of ?1lupnint will not prevent us-from learning from one another.

The. anﬂ, :ﬂ.ﬂtmu nnqd.np for. ttp Missiseippi Summer Projéot began
on bundsy, June 21, extending through Saturday, June 27. The previous
Gritntltiﬂn hed been directed primarily toward those (about 480) involved
in voter tdunntinn and registration work. They qut for Mississippi and
have been working primarily in the Delta ares for the past week. The
second orientation of about 350 students was directed primarily toward
those who would be operating in the frnadnn schools and the community
center programs, There was, howewer, provigpion made to furnish to a
.small contingent of voter :eiiitrnt1nn workers (myself included) thn
1n£u'.;t;np for our work. . {

The nr;;nt;tiun 1tq-1£ had a nilpin gurlnt, nunuinting of gun.r:l 208
siong at which presentations were made concerning various. areas of
universal comocern: i.e., the philnlnphr of nanviollnug| the state

af Mississippi sooially, politically,.and economically; and. the history
.of .the imerican Negro. aAround these sessions were grouped the section
meetings, which centered on the specific geographical areas (e.g., the
Fifth Congressional Distriet) lnd on a lp-uirin kind of work (e.g. voter
regigtration)s . T

The overriding concern of the lpu-knrn end the staff workers was to
explain and emphasigze the degree of personsl physical danger involved
and the complete lack of protection from the police agencies. Several
people decided, and rightly so, that they could not function effectively
in this situation. There was no stipma to withdrawing; in fact, it wae
stressed as & very honorable decision, reflecting the maturity of those
making it. For thoee who remained, the dangers were constantly streesed,
but the emphasis shifted to the importagnce of an individual's action and
ite consequences for the whole group in Missiseippi; the violence that
one irresponsible, péorly considered, or unilateral act could wreask on
fellow workers and on the Negro community. It also stressed further
preparation intellectually, physically, and spiritually to cope with the
condition of violence and harassment. There were long hours of intro-
duction to the philosophy of nonviolense, both psychologiecally and
physically, and to the necessity for teamwork and group dynamica. Large
amounts of reading material on all aspects of the summer project were
distributed.

Mr. Dore, assistant to Mr. Marshal, deputy attorney general of the
United States, spoke to us pledging his "help in meeting (his)
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respongibilities to all men under the law." The government's position’
regarding the Miseiseippi Summer Frojeet was quite clear. Theras was

no indiocation from lir. Dore that we itha project) should cbase and return
home or that the project was ill-advised or irresponsible. Rather, he
felt pride that Americans were enough concerned to offer thempelves in
order that justice be done. 1 repeat this not out of immodesty, but in
an attempt to cateh the attitude of the federal government. His was &
problem-as to how far the federal govermnment could go in order to protect
the lives of all its citizens in Mississippi. His presentation was reas-
suring in that our concerns were nhnrld by the federal government.

On Friday, June 26, I left for Mississippi on an hour's notice. We
traveled through arkansas and entered the state at Greenville.in order

to travel-as little as possible in liiessissippi iteelf. Here 1 stayed

for two days, leaving on Honday morning for Greenwood, Jackson and Hat-
tiesburg where 1 have beenessigned for the summer. In Greenville, I stayed
at the Freedom House, and theére I met the Reverend Richard Roe, Minister
to studente for U.C.C.M. at Stanford. Oreenville is fhe only eity in
Missiseippi where any semblance of dialogue is permitted, and Dick was
finding real opportunity to interpret the project to the white community.
Ihis is a very unusual and exciting role to have,

I will wait to give you the details of my trip until I have had an op=
portunity to reflect upon them in the context of my Hattiesburg assignment.
However, before I finish this first letter I want to stress again the
importance of this kind of activity in general and this project in
particular this summer. A8 a project, it is the' very antithesis of
planned hoetility. The secret of ites success- (potential) in the face

of great danger is its positive and constrictive goals and its means

of reconciliation. 1 suppose that this is more affirmation than

evidence; btut I will endeavor to explain this in the letters following.

Also, in the next letter I will attempt to explain what I believe will

be the signs of the success or failure of the project for Mississippi
and as a precedent for social action in America.

Larry Spears





