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'rbe~ lettua will p.af! tU<l~PiiiUI,IQ' bancb and, I }}ope, ~hroup &!_ aaey 
b.euf!a ,ud atnda. ~Before I at&J~t tellill& ;rou of 'lla qrieu~ation ~ 
Oxtozd1 Ohio, tor tile Mi••~•a~P! S~ez ProJaot a~onaorad ~ tha Couaoil 
oft>fetftatecl Or,..U.sati!IU ull t~. N•Uo~l C01p1oU of Chlu"obfa, I , want 
to atate tat I HOOpise tllat ..,. aaq have Mt'te;ent ideaa about tile So'flth, 
fM •Qinl ~P'' Mo.,..ent, ancl tiha< llepo 1n_t~e (uture ot' ,America. However, 
r poatulat~t \letwtJI ua, aa a . oo•on bad a «!1' dapa,ture, our eh&recL oonoem 
for the . llui&Jl :rlpte of all .. n •• ohildren of Gqcl-~d, ill itJI t.mediate 
oonterl1 tor the equal oi Yil risht.a ot all Alllarioan oitisaua, 81l&l'aJitee4 
b:r our aoneU tution• I ho}l.e ~t a:U of ;yo~ will , 'bear vi tta •• ae IV . idaaa 
are ob&Dpcl1 aodif1a41 Ol' reintorcell dllrills 11~ ~r, ud U!at !litferancaa 
of 'l'iftlloillt Ifill no'\ JA:•v•a~ u : f"• le&l'JiiiiC tro• one uo~har. 

'rile ~ool!'i o:iuta•io~ ;~,i~ t=· t~,Ml•e1-•~ippi au-~ Proj.ot ~pn 
oa ~4q, .rue 21 .. exua~ throllp Satur"'aq, luaa 21· 'he )!revioue 
ori"'!atiOD ll;all ~ .. direottcl pri;hrHJ t!'vard tbC?•! (a~ou~:' ~o) involved 
in vot;e1 ec!uo~Uoa UlcJ, ~.,U~rat~oa Vl!l'k. T~e;r !~ft for liillill~fP~~ ancl 
~ve ,)leea. vor~ng priaar117 i,D~ the Del~a ar~a tor the .Paet vaalt; The 
aeoond orieatatiou of abqut 350 atudenta,vaa clireoted pria&rilt toward 
tb.ou who voul.d be operatiJlg iD the freedoa aohoola and the oo...Umi t:y 
oentez propaaa, There vae, hovevrer, Jll'OTiaion aa!lP to turlli.eb to a 

,,11&1,\ ooaUnp~;~t of voter rasiatration vorlcere . (~~;yeelf illcluded) the . 
intori.t~op ~or our vork. . 1 - , • • • 1 • 

The or~~nta,ioa it.eU ~. a ~!iipie"fo~a&~~·· ooneilting of ·~aner~l •••-. 
110111 at vi!ioh pre .. atatiqaa w:r:e ucla oonoeminB Yarioua 1 areas ot. 
Ullinreal ooaoema i.e., tu philo~OP~. ot aonviol111ce1 the at:ate . 
. of Miaaieei•Jii eooiall;r, politioallf, ·~4 eoonoaioall71 and the biator;y 
. of. $118 Alle:rioea ••e:ro• &rouacl ~heae uadona vere p-ouped tha eection 
pet~, which centered on the specific pop-aphical areal (e.g~, the · 
Fif1h Coapepaional_~etripr.) ead. on a . epeoit.ic ldnd, of wort (e.g., Yoter 
resi•naUOJI.)t 1 r, . .. 1 " 
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The OTarri~ conoem of the apea:ke:n and the etaff vorkere V&l to 
es.plain an4 eaph&ahe the depee of peracnal ph;yeical danpr inTOlTed 
and the ooaplete U.ok of protection froa the po'lioe apnciee. Several 
people deoidecl, and ripU;y ao, tbat tha;y could not tunction aftectivel;r 
ill thie eit-tioa. Then v~ 119 •Ueu to withdrawing; in f~t, it wae 
atrea .. d aa a "11'7 honorable decielon, reflecting the maturit;y of those 
aald.DC it. Por tboae who rem&ille&, the danger• vera conetantl.7 etHued, 
blat tha eaph&aia ehittad to tha iaporta!lce of an individu&l'a aotio!l 111d 
ite oonae~ncea for the whole sr~QP 111 Hiaeieeippil the Tiolenoe that 
eM bzee)oaeible, p6orJ.7 couidarad, or unilateral. act could wreak on 
fellow wortera and OD the lfepo ooaa>m1t)-. It '&leo etreaaed further 
preparation intelleotuall;y, p~eicalJ.7, 111d apirituall;y to cope with the 
condUion of Yiolence and. h&raaueat. There were lone boure of illtro­
c!uotiOIL to the philoeopb;y ot non•iolenoe, both pa;yoholopoall;r ud 
,_aioall;y, and to the neoeaeit;r f'or t .. mvork ancl poup c~Jnaaioa. Larp 
uowate of re&diJlS utarial on all. aepecta of th-. a.-er project were 
diltributad. 

Mr. Dora, aeeiatant to Mr. Karehal, daput;y attorne;y pneral of the 
United St&tea, apoka to ue placlgiDc hia "help in ueting (hie) 
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reaponaibilitiea to all men under the lav,"· 'l'he scve:r~~aent•a position 
rasvtU.nr the M1ee1aa1:pp1 Summer t'ro~eot vaa qui ta clear. 'l'lle:re vaa 
no indication from ~r. Dora that "' (the project) should o•••• and return 
ho-. or tbat the project vaa ill-advised or ir:reapoB8fble. Rather, be 
felt pride that Americana vera enoU8ft concerned to offer theaaelvea in • 
order th&t .jus~ioa be done. l repeat thi 'e not out of iJIIDodeet:r, but in 
an attempt to catch the attitude of the federal sovernment. Hia waa a 
proble• ·aa to bov far the federal ao-..erllllent oould so in order to protect 
the livea of all ita citiaena in Hiuieeippi. Hie presentation vaa reae­
euring in that our ooncerna vera shared by the federal ao'l'erllllant. 

On Pri~, June 26, I left for Kieaiaaippi on an hour'• notice. We 
traveled through a:rkanaaa and entered the atata at Greenville .tn order 
to U'avel ·aa little as poeoible in lliaaiaiippt itself, Here 1 ata;re4 
for tvo d.qe, lea'Ving on lioncl.q 110rntng for Greenwood, J&ckaon and Bat­
tlaablu'g where 1 have 'beiin•dped for the w.a8r• In C:raen+itla, 1 stqad 
at tlie J'reacll?• House, and there I aet the Reverend liioll&rcl. Jloe, Miniate:r 
to atudent8 for u~c.c.M. at• Stanford. O:reanv11le is the1only oit:r !n 
M~eaisaippi vbire an:r se11'blanoe of dialogue ie permitted, arid•Dioi vas 
finding :real opportunity to interp:ret the project" to the white com.unit,r. 
'l'bia ie a ve:r:r unueual and excitiq ':role to· have; l -

I will wait to give you the details of rq trip UJitil I haTe had an op­
portunity to reflect upon thee in the context· of~ Bat~4bUrg aeeignaent. 
Ho~ever, before I finiah thia first letter I vant to atreee again the 
importance of thia kind of activity in seneral an4 this project in 
particular this -•r! &a a project, it ia the~ ver:r antitheaie of ~ 
planned hoetiu.t.,. 'l'he eeoret of ite eucoeaa · (potential') "in the face 
of great danger ie ite positive and co~etiuotive goals and ita means 
of reconciliation. 1 euppoae that tbie is more affirmation than 
evi4ano•> but I vill endeavor to e%Plain tbia in the letters followiDC• 

Alao , i~ the next letter I will attempt to explain what I believe will 
be the eigne of the euccaaa or failure of the project for Miaaiaeippi 
and as a precedent for social action in Amerioa. · 

Larry -Speazoe 
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