Fridy July 3

Hello. :

We are finally in Laurel. ’'Since we
are not permanently cettled yet you had betteﬂ
not write me. Gt
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In ogttiesburg vwe held, severgl Tags meelings-
the like of which: you never, gaw. such'a
meeting, held in a church, begins-by some
earnest singing, mostly by the sdolescents
since they are the most eegen and show-up
forthe TeetLUﬁSLiPSt and then as the adults
and others fill uo the' hall the singing is
cut off for speeches. Announcements are
made about the Freedom Schools gnd the Voter
reglistration work: does anybody have a
car we could use, doesg anybody have a type-
writer, etc. Varbous SNCC workars exhort
on the importance of getting down to the
courthouse even though you failled the test
five times, you might pacss the fifth, etc.
Andt then the testimoniels begin. Individuals
atend and tell whset is on therge minds in
cornlete honesty,zré@x Some tell how they are
not afreid; some how they have never been to
schoonl befors and aere eager to have tha chance,
gnd some tell how glad they are that things ere
changing. At one meeting these went on-for
aglrost an hour. Then, snfter some concluding
announcexents we gll Join hands and sing
we shall overcome loud enough to wake the dead.
nobody ever wants to stop and ususlly before
we are out of the church another, more jaszzy
song hes begun spontanesusly. The need for
strict securlty, especially st 2onighttime, sends
the SNCC workers home in a car csraven instantly,
but a mountsin moving soirit develops at the-e
meetings and 1t lests a long time.

I wieh 1 could wive you some detail of what
we are doing, but the mall is not safe.
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E/

M



