July 3 |1964]
Dear Mom and Dad,

Our typewriter is in the COFO office end we are back homs for a rest, so
I must hae my hands, We are both well, happy, safe, and yery busy., The response
to us has been 1whﬂ%§mhmdmdl epplications for Free-
dom Schools, from ages 8, up (oldests £2), The thing got all out of hand
and became & mass movement, lsturally we couldn't tum enybody away. We've
bean reinforeed by 5 new people, snd 8 teachers from NY are expected today,
go we'll have 24 people teaching, We plan a momninz segsion and an evening
session (for different peoplo], so on the average we'll have classes of 12,
Lots of older people have signed up for typing and literacy; fortimately wetve
got 2 profeassionals with rafjid-rosult methods to handle this, The reat of
us have meny good ideaa, and also many worrdes, We've already prepagred a
"Freedom Booklet" containing U5 and Miss Constitution, Dec of Independence
(read this egain; 1t's a beautifnl statement of the Negro's eondition),
Supreme Court cases, etc¢. 8o our basic document on citizensldp., We're now
working on a simdlerly-glized magazine on Hegro historys I've written to every
mazazine you esn think of soliciting free subscriptionsi also to Maay's,
Gimbel's, and FAO Schwartz for chemistry sets, Scrabble, and educational
gemes of all ldinds, Some place chipped in about a dozen microscopea with
prepered slides, The publishers of Ebony also put out books on Negro history;
they have promiged the project 1,000 fres copies. So we'we been terribly
btusy, end things sre swinging,

The place we life is quite nioce, by ty standarda; rother a middle-
Incoma slum, if you get the pleture, re are plenty of ldds end plenty

of chickens, and life is loose and easy, Some local women make us firee lwmch
at tho office every day, and we han have dinner (62¢) down the street. The
food is largely chickan, but it's very zoody and ample. We move all oven
toun hopelsssly integrated, and, though peopls try to stare the hell out of
us, no one has reperted any overt hnsﬂ_?yr‘ A car lodd of paople ware given
a vorbal Joingeover by the county sheriff” just outside of town one evening,
The FHEI is virtuslly ommi ent, The Dopt of Justice has a man on us, and
we have our own lawyer, 4ihere is alro a permenent camp of visiting ministers,
whose Eeader has bean here for 6 months, Xmows evoryone, and is very helpful,
“ﬂfﬂrﬁmntﬂla'{ the rabbi, who's sald to be vary progressive,is out of town, -
Services aren't bedng held, as far es we can find out, We all feel so secure
that I'm a 1ittle afrald of that - 1t doesn't seem real, especially after
what we went throush at Oxford, I have to keep saying that after all it's
not Michigan, Of comse we do take obvious precautionss I have locks on the
gas cap and the hood, we never go out alone, the cer ig locked at all timas,
wve si'm in and out, and call in vhan we get home at nisht, We ere short on
care, so I've been doing chauffering, vhich is a little ampying, tut I'm
gettinT to lasarn the town.

There seen to be 3 or 4 Negro nedghborhoods, As far as I can tall, the Nagroes
got po commmity services; no paved streetsj no traffic or street iights, no
gewers, Moat of the people have electriciiy and running water end phones,

tut there's enn nd?!mhﬂod wvithout even these rudiments, There's a bus line
on Mobile St, (thet's the main drag of tho Hegro section), and overy once in

a vhile a police car drives by (to look et us, most 1ikely), but otherwise

you neveor ses o Gop, wgmmiuthatmimmgﬂegmeslamlw-w,
no one every locks enything and no one seems hesitant about =oing enywhere,
‘then Negroes amhéﬂ imagine, they steal from whites — 4t's more plessent
mdlrmm,ﬁ ]

80 you see that voting 43 no mesningless abstraction around here, Nelther is


Bruce_Hartford
Typewritten Text
[1964]
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