Copy of letter handwritten by Jéhn ﬂtﬂm@d
« July 1. 1964
Bategville, Mies/
Dear @ang.

Thid ie our firet real day off since our arrival 10 dave ago. We spend most of
SundaysSundays visiting various churches, since that's whe e the people are
then and we can't make any real progress until we know the people. We are
washing, reading, writing letters, etc., today because the project leaders have
gone $o Zackson for a state-wide COF0 meeting and the rest of the staff arond
the state 1s lying low for fear of a communications breakdown. Communications
ie a2 key part of the whole etate wide project. There are watch-lines in
Jackeon and Greenwood. (These are simply 24 hour open telephone lines). Every
day ( morning and evening) each project contacts one of these offices and
reports activities, arrests, ete, Anyone in trouble in need of a lawyer, etc
also uses these lines. When things become tense in oneregion, eztra staff
move into that 2rea at a2 moments notice in order to convince loeal trouble-
makers that SNCC is not running scared,qThlis 1s a very lmportant tactic because
if the Klan & Citizens Councils are successful in one area they often spread
their methods of intimidation to other parts of the atate.

Sc far we have had relatively litt;e trouble with local whites. One of the
men was punched once by a local big-wig and several of us have been haraseed
verbally., In addition we have netted a $27. fine for over-patking and one for
§#21, for running a stop sign, The latter would probebly have been §$100, if a
Justice Dept, offiecisl hadn't dropped in for the trial, Just lucky for us,

Votine reglstration -wise things have started rather slowly. The teachers
are certain they will be fired if they rerlster and we haven't been able to
make a “reakOthriush yet, If :f&nsnn of them recister and they are fired, the
Justice Dep't. will bring & sult against the school district. Teachers are
influential people in the community and many pecpla are walting to see what
they do.

Flease don't send any money until I request it. Since I wrote that check
I doni't need it and all I can do 12 lose it. I1'd rather vou sent the money to
COFO in Jackson for general project use. The other thing I need ie that infor-

Egiinn on Nebragka Democratic Conventicn, especlially the Platdorm Committee
1““ -

This is my ¥rd letter. Haven't vou been receiving them?
Yours fro Freedom, John





