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Dear tans. 

Copy ot letter handwritten by J6hn Strand(~) 
~d. July 1 . 1964 

Batesville, Mise/ 

Thi• 1e our :t'1rat real ciay ott B1nce our arrival 10 dava ago. We spend most o:t' 

5undaysSundays v1s1t1ng various churches , since that's whe e the people are 

then and we can ' t make any real progress until we know the people , Ve a re 

wash1ne, readlns, vr1t1ng letters, eto, today beoauae the proJect leadera have 

~one \o lackaon tor a state-wide OOFO meet1ns and the rest o:t' the ata:t':t' arond 

the state 1a ly1n~ low tor fear of a communications breakdown, Com~n1oat1one • 
ia a key part ot the whole state wide project. There are watch~linea in 

Jackson and Greenwood. (These are e1m~ly 24 hour open telephone linea) . IVery 

day ( morn1nE and evening) each proJect contacts one o:t' these offices and 

reports activities , arrests, etc, Anyone i n trouble in need or a lawyer, etc 

also uses these linea . 'lhen things become tense 1n oneregion , eztra ata:t'f 

move into that area a t a ~omenta notice in order to convince local trouble-

m~kere that SNCC 1e not running ecared. qThie i s a very important tactic because 

1f the Klan & Citizens Councils are auoceasful 1n one a rea they often spread 

their methods ot intimidation to other parte of the state. 

So far we have bad relatively litt;e trouble with local whites , One or the 

men was punched once by a local bi g-w1g and several of us have been harassed 

verbally. In addition we kava netted a 127. tlne tor over-patk1ng and one tor 

t21. for running a atop a1gn. Tbe latter would probably have been $100, if a 

Justice Dept , oftio1al hadn ' t dropped in !or the trial . Just lucky tor ua , 

Votin~ re(iatration -wise things have started rather slowly. The teachers 

a re oerta1n the•· will be tired 1:t' they re.cr1ster an.d we haven't been able to 

make a ~reakOthriuah yet. If ~ozen ot them reaister and thev a re tired, the 

Justice Dep 1 t. wlll bring a au1 t against the echool district. Teacher a are 

1ntluential people in the community and many people are waiting to see what 

they do. 
Please don't send any money until I request 1t. Since I wrote that check 

I don' t need it and all I can do is lose it. I'd rather ·•ou aent the money to 
ooro 1n Jackson for general project usa . The other thing I need ia that intcr­
mat1on on Neoraaka Democratic Convention, especially the ilattorm Co~1ttee 
Oha111111n, 

Th1a 1a my J'rc1 letter, Haven't you been receiving them' 
Yours fro Freedom, John 
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