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south -wes t ern part of Mad i son County , including Flo r a , Madison , 
Oluckstad.t and the land around these communi t ies i 

At the start of the summer the area had not been worked except 
f or two churc hes whi ch had been opened up , both of them 1n rural 
communities . 

Thro ughout t he summer we have had. one car and an average of three 
or four people work~ on the pro j ec t . Three freedom schools are 
curre ntl y running . I 11 not say much abou t th em as I assum e they 
wil l be turn ing 1n r epo rts . They hav e attendances of between 20 
and 50 stude nt s . At two of them we have been abl e to f ind housing 
1n the area . At Gluo kstadt we have no housing so the te achers l iv e 
1n Canton and commute eac h day . 

We have canv assed along most of the roads in the area but perhps 
our most valuable work has been tryi ng to open up churches and 
just making contacts 1n the area . We have worked with about 20 
churches . Ei ght of them are now more or less open to us. Seven of 
them have i'efueed to work wit h the move ment . \'le are still working 
on the others . 

We have met a lot of people 1n t he area willing to work with us . 
About seven of these have been made deputy re gi strars and are 
helping us get FDP f orms f il led out . 

We have made a card f i le of churches and of people 1n t he area and 
th i s should be qu ite valuable for whomever works 1n the area a f ter 
us . We strongly advise that the Canton office keep track of this 
file after we leave and t hat they gi ve 1t t o whomever next works 1n 
the area . 

About the area itself : ¥iaybe half of it 1s plantation land . 
I t will be very diff'icult to do too much with this part . It' s 
ha.rd to get t o t he people - -we 've been k icked of'f four or five 
plantati ons b~ whi te owners -- and after you reach t he people they 
are ve ry afraid of losin g t heir homes if the coo pera t e with us . 

However, 1n the sout hern part of the county around Ridley Hill 
Churc h and Cedar Grove 6hurch ~z11:t: many of the Negroes own • 
their own f'arms and eome of t hese are willin g to work qu i te cl ose ly 
with t he u movement . 



That i s the situation . We're not sure what work sh ould be done 
here th 1s win ter . To a l a~s e extent t his must depend on how many 
cars and pe ople are available . I f you are goi ng to do much work 
at all, you will need at least one car ass ig ned to the .area a 
good deal of the ti me because t here is a lot of l and and t he people 
11ve pretty far apart . 

It see ms to us t ha t bec ause it's a rural area and because many of 
t he peopl e 11ve on pl ant at i ons or a.re very aft afraid for other 
re a sons , it will probabl y be extre mely di f ficult to organize a 
stro ng local movement 1n the ar ea . This might be done ~owever in 
a coupl e of the stronger churc hes • .This would probably take a 
worker with a oar who had quite a lot of t ime to spend on th e area . 

One area merits special attention : We would like ver y much to 
or gani ze Flora . So far we have baen unable t o open UP a church there 
or get an1. z~ other place open for a meeting . We're working on th e 
•1tuat1on however and wi l l tr y aga in to open the church lunday and 
are also talking to a man about rent ing a place f or an off ice . We'll 
know more about this si tuation in another week or so . 
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