P. O« Box 275

o/o0 Charles MoLaurin
Ruleville, Missiasippi
June 30, 1964

Dear Ones,

I'm sorryl didn't write sconer, but the situstion as to where I am going
to be and when I am to go is very questionable. It now looks as if I
will be hore in Ruleville for at loast three or four more days. Ewen
then, it seems unlikely that we will be going to Cleveland, because there
is no housing for ua there nor ia there any vlacg where a center can be
seteun, We have only one contact in the oity; evoryone else is ton afraid
to moke any positive move. Right now, the most likely location seems to

be Shmv, a tovm about 11 miles south of Cleveland, and the location of
tho one Freedom School which will be set up in Bolivar County. -

Tharefora, the address at the top of this letter is a temporary omo. How=
aver, any mail sent here should rench me with wery little delay, na one

of the SHCC staff here in Ruleville is engaged teo a girl in Cleveland, and
goos ovar there every nigh¥y or so. =

Rulnville is the home of Mrs. Fannie Lou Hamer, the woman who soems to be
the Saing of the Missisaippi Givil Rights Movement. The movement here
centors on her, and hor home has been the target for many acts of petty
torrorism. A2 a result, the Hmmers have asked us to move as mush of -nr
aotivity to other areas as we ocould, sn as to decontralize any attnoks.

Tha commnity center here is to be set up in an old house not far from
¥ree Hamer's home. We (I feel as if I kind of belong here) are setting
up the library now, and tho library will probably take up all of the wall
sprea In tha twe rooma whioh have bron alloted to us. e have recofivad an
amazingly good nueleus for a small library, but there are many more ade
vanaed books than we oould ever hope to use. I oouldn't bepin to count
the number of booka of Shakeaspeare that I alons have sorted, and thare
wero better than twenty people working on sorting. There were a lot of
books that I saw that I would have given my eyé teeth to have had in my
ovwn library. I hope that the library where ever I go has an equally good
eollaction mo that I ean catoh up on some of the roading that I have never
had a chanoe to do.

The soirit of the people here is amazing. With Nra, llemer as the leader,
no ono dares to be anything but enthusiastie, I guess, but there have been
more local kids working on tho Gommmnity Cehtor than volunteers.

Needless to say, the Seourity situation here is touchy. Before we ocame,
goke Lottles were throm at cers and houses and many poople's joba were
threatened, among thom Mr, Hamer's. (Inoidentally, there is a profile of

Mrs. Hamer in the June 1 4ssuo of The Nation. I think that it is very ,:ud.l

and I hene you get an oppoertunity ¥o sece it.) He works at the looal hos-
_.——bital which is pun by the son of the Mayor, who appenrs to ba the resl fo=

cus of power in the loocal white commnity. (The Mayor, not his son.)

If a Negro woman enters the hospital for an operation, six times out of

ton, she is sterilized. This from Nras, Hamer, who had this haprem to her,

without her prior lmowledge, let alone her ‘consant. br N .
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The polics hare seem to take it for prantod that we are coming horo to be a
sourco of trouble nand viclonce. In Menphis whera tha group which came to
Ruleville had a five hour layover, There were FOUR riot trucks awalting the
arrival of the three buses which brought the Volunbeors from Oxford. Ihen
no trouble developed, they drifted away, but we wore a little nervous, to

g%y the lanst,

The situation wns repeated in Ruleville. Thora are eithar threo or four
agoneies which have jurisdiction here, and each apparently met us with its
entire forca. Aorossg the street from where the Luas stopned,the looal mar-
shal was waiting with his combination paddy wngon-police dog oarrier truok,.
Other poliece and sheriff ocare were orulsing in the area. We have .since bee
come quite familiar with the marshall's truck, sinae it oruises Xioxm tho area
sentoring on MNrs. Hamor's house on the average of tloe an hour, day and
nizht, The dog is beantiful == end mean. I hope I never meot him at olose

quartors.

We are expeoting an outbresk of wviolence of at leaast a token level/ one
night soon. It has been quiot sinoe we arrived, but trucka have been
meeting at the oity dump nightly for several days now, There were people
wandaring around last n:.;,ht , but nothing of any permanent or recordable
nature apparantly osourpaed. ,

liot long ago, a Nepro man waa killad by a Sthte Patrolman, allegedly on a
charpe of justifinble hémloide. The Hegro suprosedly skdxdoobckim nttacked
the patrelmsn with a knife; we doubt it slnoe the man had a mental ocondition
charnctorized be extreme submissivensss. Anywsy, we plan to attend his
funeral as a group since we feel that this was not a fair situation. He wns
hot oconnected with the movement in any way.

There isn't much else that I oan say; we nre asked to clear all commnica=
tiona which might be published or roandonst. But all that you have heard
avout ississipoi is false; it is ten timos worse. And Benator Bastland
clearly 1ied when he said that tho Negrows are not intimidatad. The people
“ﬂo ]J:n.m taken us in are all worried about their jobs or their welfare
checks. .

A donation of a fan would be DEEPLY appreoiated; do you think one could be
sorounged upd - 1

I love and mias all of you; please say hello to everyone who would be interes-

ted and gaze fondly at my lovely, ooocl mountains for me.






