
Sunday 8 AH 

Dear Hom and Dad, 

postmark June zg 

Elixabethtown, Ky 
{in some notal ) 

\le didn 1t get out unt il late yesterday, so i.fe haven 1t mad9 nm.ch pro~1Tess . OUr 
route requires professional navigation sldll, it is so COIJplicated. i.Je are 
travallin~ via Nashville, Birmingham, 1-fontgomery, l1eridian 11lss . and t hen in 
Hattiesburg. (Look tl1i s up on the map and you sill s ee t hat i ... n.akes sense. 
Miss . turns out to be more t.mst than \.Je t:b..ouJht it was). t.fe \Jill probably 
spend tonight in Hontgomery. We are not anticipatinJ any trouble en route; 
there are,$$ af'ter all, many out-of-state cars travelling around on the hi~h­
ways, even in l1iss . We are vri th a girl who just graduated from Smith, l·1nrion 
Davidson (ve ry devodmt Catholic) uho can drive. When ue ~et in we 1r e supposed 
to refP_ster t he car in Hiss . and 1'9t Hiss . plates, \·rl:ich uill increase our 
security. 1.-le ' ve been ordered n ot to travel at ni~ht f or aey r eason, not to 
go out alone, etc. 

H'e talked to ;.:rs . Gray, the woman who ran against Stennis for Se nat or in t he 
primary and is from Hattiesbur g. She said, what l-Je knt;n..r, that the JEn.r.i..sh 
comr.n.mi ty in II. is sympathetic but frightened. She tho~ht we probably could 
establish some contact \d th them. She soys there are ronny w'hi te sympathizers 
in II. - she's been asked by white people to r e commend Hegro maids, etc. ,.,ho 
had been fired from other jobs for trying to vote. An this makes H. sound 
like a pretty civilized town. 

This wek in Oxford has been an incredible experience. If t ho r Gst of t l-!e 
summer is a total failure, this \.Jeek alone idll have been nou.sl: . We have 
learned so much, and gone t hrougb so r.ru.ch. The people Nho ill:be beEJn here are 
all, in t ;1eir own way, T:lB.gllificant. It is hard to express our feolings tovrards 
the Negroes uh o are leadinij t his movement - not only are t }:ey cour·a0eous and 
dedicated and tl •nt ld.nd of' thine, but they are such compassiona te, deep, 
understanding people, especially Dob Hoses, vr'~ o is a genuine ~reat man. I 
tl1.ink t here have been more ·Jreat men assembl ed at Oxford t }:an you could find 
in a wek of soarching amon~ presidents, states.men, and so on. The volunteers 
have impressed us immeasurably - this is not a move:·:en t ~.fhich has attracted 
tho usual sad lot of society- haters, parent-haters, and t h at ldnd. (I 
don't think we met any kid here \roo could be characterized in those terms .) 
Tins na:y be lareely clue t o the quality of the l e adersl.dp. I hear the 2 
psychiatrists have been very impressed. Of course t.~ero ·~ been a terrific 
amount of ten~;;ion and arudety, but of' a constructive ld.nd, by and larcre, the 
ldnd that enables you to understand yourself and what you 're duiLcr. Bob l-k>ses 
said that, when no one had dropped out by v!ed., he was very 'rorried, it didn't 
s 3em real. Since then a few have lef't, but not too nany. vla heard (tl'lis 
vasn ' t anncunc&i publicly) that someone ' s f a ther came to take her hor!le and 
wound up l ettin·; her stay and donating $2,000 besides. The people of Cr.x:ford, 
with no solicitation, raised ~00 travel money for the !.:ids who needed it. 
Even t he newsmen r..ave been impressed, or so people Hho talked m them {we didn 1t) 
say. Life had 2 man here for a few days. Haney callod up t he K Gazette 
yesterday and they wnnt us to t.trite some "letters" to t.llem about uhat we're 
doing. 

It's time to ~o . I knov you 111 worry, and we lr.i.ll wrry \d th you. In many 
ways it's harder to be in NY waiting for ne1-TS than in Hiss. doin3 things - for 
us, I'm sure that once we get settled 're 111 feel much better. He both love 
you very I!lllch. 

~oe copy of a l e tter fron Joseph Ellin, written inKY 
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