
Oxford, Ohio 

Dea.r Mra. Ila 

I '!fOJlder •• I begi.n this letter it I have told you that 1 

will be part of the •1maa1on" of 111..-iHippi this ,._er. I think not, 

beoattH I didn't .. e you 1n the ten ~• 1-• b0118. ln ury oaae, 1 .,,, 

going. An ao 1 have a tu-or to e.1lc ot you. 

All I mgine you know - the n ... vooe.rage ot our l'rojeot 

ha• been very tair and 00111plete - •• are goillg down, perhap• 800 of 

11a, to ,rok 1A the M•gro 0011m1,n.U,e• ot Miubeippi. 7he work 1• threotol<l, 

Pirat, ft want to regiater YOtera. For a J!Wlber ot rea1ona, 

the ,langer and tirrlOlllty otregtatratiun a.re 10 great that ln J10at 

inatanoe■ ft will be r_egietaring for the so oalled Freedom Demoora.tic 

•·a.rty w1 th our own torzu and our own reghtrara in eTe.ry oounty. Thia 

will a.t least be helptu.l in the push to sea.t the Freed.ca Demoo~a.tio 'arty 

at the CoDTsntion. 

Second, ,.. •nt to Ht up Hot oomnunity oentara tor the 

"e.t1ona.l Council of Cl111rohaa. 'l'he Council ha, 0011111 t1: .a OTer f260,000 

to build and start oo...,,nity oentara all aoroH the delta region ot the 

atate, 'llllere the Jiegro population h highut ( o.2/11), a.nd poorest. We 

shall be worlcing out liaited -tars in as ~ ot the town, u we oa.n 

(i.e. where ft ha-.. hope the7 won't be btlabad right a.~) and depending 

on our reporta, the 1100 ,rill takeOTer tbea 1n th.e tall. 

PLnal'.cy, ft will aat up Freed0111 Sahoola in ooujunotio.o with 

the oonmuu.ty canters. Thu• ach.:,oll a.re aoanntiat 1ahi1opbran10 but aa 

.1.reac1 through the jWldreda ot pagee or c,11rric,Jlu11 prepared tor u, I 

begin to He the pouibility ot union(f) by oleTer tea.ching. Y011 aee, 

ft ant to worlc to e.lleTiacte oultura.l a.nd aoadlllllo daprin.tion and a.t 

the •- time to teach qu .. tioning ot 'lllu\t thq ar. fed by pointing out 

alternatiY .. to their pruent ,tatue. '?b11a, tor bate.nee, when we try to 

teeah .... r1oan lfiatory (which I ehall be doing, God willint), n will 

oon08lltrate 011 aapeote 'llt>.iah ha•• been oiaitted or diltorted 1n the 

regular lliagro ate.ta 0011trolled achoola i.e. the ple.oe of the H•gro in 



hiatory. Anj aa n dho>Jn the hiltorioal reuona behind the preaent 

reality, l hope .,,. will gbe m an underatanding of the preHnt and the 

poaaibility - and nope- tor bnpDOT-nt, 

I hope I 'a not bortng you with all this, but I want to •lee 

olear that we are and cat we aren't doing, We are not going to integrate, 

to agitate, to d....,natrate 1 to till the j&ila, embarrass the go..-•t, or 

being on even a confrontation. "e .hope to teaab 1n our area (just aa 

othere hope to do their res_peotiYe wok) and ae one ot our ob1et teach.era 

a&id yHterday, I oan say •1:•• going, willi.ng to take a risk, but if' 

I thought there na ebnply no poaeibility of aotual leandng, l'i go 

right baok to Philadalphu.•, 

But there are risks, And we are aware of them, The three 

lost men, various arr-eats and bea.tinga attest to it, I•• enoloting thie 

..rtarnoon•• report - ,,.. get thia once or twice a day. We don't wa.nt 

Fed'l troops to bring all aot1v1ty to a halt, but neither do 1'8 (I 

eapeoially) want to a),are the t'ate or Jq three lost oo-workera. The 

thing we are hoping for 1• proteotion (even though neoeaearl.ly on a 

limited soale)by out of state, non-aouthero. FBI agent• a.nd Ud'l 

marrhalla, The inTeatigat1on gol cg on now i• only a poa't.;JIIOrtem in ona 

county, "-tld for this it took 56 hours of oonatant pressure 1"12r1ng which 

the loae.l FBI and state polioe refuted to budge, Thirty ah h012rs oe.n 

loae our liTee. 

So finally, :the faTor I'• aalcing of you 18 to uaa a little prea111re 

tor ua 1f you haTa the t1llle to do ao, 1ffu,.t I hop& waa that yo,. could 

perh,-pa get a bit of Ill-a, D'• ear and get her to put a little more 

preasure =• ~thing you oould do long this line I 'lfl'>uld Yery deeply 

appreoiate, I do want to be able. to teaoh in 1'1eeiaaippi, tbia wor~, 

ae our 8)100 oha1~ for Ilise., Robert \!Osaa, Hid yesterday, oan be 

done neith.er in jail nor in th.a graTe. 

I'• aorl')' to ha•• talcan up your time; I hope that you will have a 

bit mon to deTota to ua, I~ left your _. among thoae w\-\o should be 

oontaot.d in an -rgenoy in -.hioh 1-'m inYOlTed, I hope you won't mind. 

Ill oase you'd like to talk to me llbout thla, I'a goitll; to aak 'llf9 



100thn to oallyou. If you want to talk to ina, she'll let me kn- a:n4 

I'll give YCI.I a call. 

I teel rather e.11ologetio e.bout uldng you to do thh1 2 

weeks e.go I would not baTe done 1t, Tod&y, in the taoe of what 1a 

e.otu&lly beginnmg to ecare me quite solidly I oan ao 1t aa1ily, Ail'/ 

help you. oan lend rill be appreoh.ted, ~ &!ldJ,en --------• 

rid be very glad to hear from you no mi,ti:er -.di• t you os.n or can't do 

tor us d.1recrl:ly, 1 '11 alao be llolcing forward to aee1iig you when I get 

baolc, l\nd -1.ndeed looking forward to getting baok, 

14' bHt, 

Cb.ipe 




