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Thursday, June 253

Almost the whole day was spent working with the youth council discussing
the registration program and having a workshop on the methods of canvassing.
The morning session, which wmas supposed to start at 10 and finally got under
way by 11( ieal perhaps, but not shtisfactory) was mainly centered a=-
round an explanation end discussion of the regular %oter registration, Free-
dom registration and the Freedom pemoeratic party. While the discussion bee

an slowly, it gradually livendd up until thestudents were used to talke

Eng about gh. program and started showing some real understandl of the
program, After lunch we returned to the Hall to have a workshop camvassing
methods, After a quick review of the points that should be made when talke
ing to someons about voter registration, we had some role plays. Like the
earlier discussion, it started 1ff slowly, but when the kids got used to cone
vineing people of the benefi ts of the program, they did quite well, one #
group was able to go out before the rain otar&od. the rest of us stgyyed and
wosked on role plays and gensral discussion,

Charles had been out looking for an office as usual, but also as usual
was unabls to find anything s&tisfactory. The only prospest in Pascagoula
for an office 1s a small two by four room that all of us wouldn't be shle te
fit into at one time anyway.
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Friday, Juns 26:

Today was the first day that the local students went out canvassing
for the whole day. ‘While it was not as well orgmized as it might have
been, they were suceasful in contacting people and the day also served to
build more interestd in going out and cenvassing: although it was hot, the
kids did say they enjoyed themselves.

while Fred stayed and did the hard work envassl ng, Charles and Mermie
went in to Pascagoula on various errands., Charles went to find an offide
for us « although we have been using the Masonic Hall for organizing the can-
vassing, we still have no office any more permanent than our small filing
cabinet with COFPO written on it, Mermie went to diffdérent places in the town
to get some general informationa bout the area, She visited the bank, ths
Chamber of Commerce and the Reglstrar at the (Qourt House., The Chamber of
Commerce Was very ng;: to give a newcomer some infpomation about the falr
eity of Pascagoula, luding population statistics, lists € all thse Indus-
tries in the town, and other lists with names of people who might prove to
be the influential people of the communlity., At the Court House, Mermie was
able to talk to the registrar,, Mr. Vertis G. Ramsey ( also a member of the
Board of Direectors of the Pascagoula-Moss Point Bank), He photostated a
copg of the numbers of gqualified electors in each pmecinet in Jackson County
= although this figure is only those able to vote in the state election rae-
tls r than the general election, After talking generally about reglastration .
he brought out a map of the ecity with the precincets marked on it, As this
was the only such map in existence, fMg/F and the only means of determining
which pwecimet each person lives in, he saild it would be all right to copy
it on to another city map. As Mermlie was copying the map = both of Moss Point
mmd Pascagoula = she talked to him, and it became established that she was
here with COFO. H® was quite ¢ ooperative = this may be the only county in
Mississippi where a QOPO worker can sit talking to the Registrar and copy ¥
the precinot map. According to the people in the community, he is quite proud
of not diseriminating against Negroes when they try to reglister. He definitely
thinks that the interpretation of tis Qonstitution is necessary , and he doese
n't think that outslders need bothering coming to Mississippl, but it seems
that 1t might be possible to get some more information from him, we do not
know the race distribution of the electors in each pmecinet., If he is ap=-
proached properly, he may allow us to study the registration books in order
tomet this information,

The rest of theevening was spent watehing televislion at a neighbor'd
house - the news reports - and arguing about Truth and how to sclve tls probe
lems of the world,

Saturdey, June 27t

Saturday was not as active a day as the last few have been., There was
some canvassing down in the morning, but we all didn't get together until
L in the afterncon for a youth counsil meeting where we discussed the Free~
dom registration again and tried to make some plans for making announcements
in the P& st Baptiat ¢hureh Sunday morning, We also declded to meet on Sune
day afternoons at i and wWednesday evenings ah 8 so that those who work
during the weekdays will not have to keep missing the meetings,
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gSunday, June 28%

Charles, Pred and Mermie are still the COPO workers here in Moss
Point. Pred and Mermie were going to go to the t naptist Church that morne
but firstall of us went to the house vasre Charles and Fred had been
staving at one time to plek up some clothes of Fred's, As we stopped at the
house, Mermie, who was dariving, noticed that the car th«t had been following

us also stopped and turned out to be a eity pelice car -~ Mred and Charles
saw 1t as they got out of the car to go into the house and kept about
their business, The policeman came up to Mermle and asked for her vars 1l
oense, He wasn't rude in his mamner, but he wasn't exae pidasant, After
cheoking thoe license he asked whose car it was, As he pro knew that the
car belonged to Mon, Mermie showed him the note "Ron had left m“i:.xxw
to use the car, The policeman looked at the note ght and .
He didn't seem to mind that the car was integrated
ably the reason he noticed us,
red and Mermie went to the rirst tist Cchurech after almost integra-
ting th white rirst BDaptist Church, After the service, we spoke tot he pase-
tor, asking him 1if we could have some time at th 3 ervice next weok to speak
about the program, and to pass out leaflets, Re was willing to give us this
mach, but people %tell us that he is a very inluential man, and that if he
gave us his full support (more than he is giving tompng;n, everyone in
) done to the court house and to register,
we to a youth counecil meoting where we
e various forms and prodedures for registerdfig -~ both re-
was quite a bit of Iinterest among
working « many of them had been out before.
or0 workers csme to Moss Point by way of
then went to a home nearby to straighteld
o returned from Jackson. wWe met
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sippd, espec about the effeet of seeing whites and Negroes tortur on
W basls « m here aren't exaec to.
;imﬁy lo}t.g go to =ur ::::ng-l. | ad ”
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Monday June 29, 1964 :

In the morning, we nf“ utting up the library, which will remain
permanently in the Has Hell at 609 Bowen St. We also began setting
'L;Wom“ at the back of the library room - hopefully it
w at this address also,

we held a youth eouncil meeting ( loecal kids from the
IMOP reuth ocouncil) explaining again the regular registration and free-
dom registration program, inecluding a workshop on the methods of canvas-
sing and filling out the refistration application and tie freedom Poe
gistration forms, The 25 young people there from the commmunity are be~-
ocoming more and more interested in tie wvobder reglstration program, md
the potential for some good local leadarship is developing from this
group. We will have to take advantage of their eagerness while we can,
as a lot of them have also signed up for thePreedom Schools which will
be ins ession during the time of day that voter registrationcmvassirg
is going on,

In muvoing Chark s and Ron went to Biloxi to meet the New Orle ans
= wyer Smith, but couldn't fi nd him., The rest of the evening was
spent in findigg homes for the new volunteers who had come in during the
day. Before dhpmlng to our various homes, we held a drief staff meet-
ing where different points concerning the pro were organized
andemphasized for the bemefit of those who MffF had Just come. Of
course, those of us who have lIn d the long experience of a whole week also
needed a review of the program so we can keep our minds on the totality
of what is being done here rather than on just our specific part in the

program,
™esday, June 30:

The day was spent doing ecanvassing and conumlng the organisation of
the library and the office., By the end of the z people had been
out working in voter registration, and a total of 196 mreedom registra-
tion forms were filled out during the day, ineluding those at the
NAACP meeting that niﬁt.

Moss Pointe-paily Report

The library is pro « shelves were put in to hold the books.
are not complet t t we expect they will cover both long
nﬂl as we have ubcut books to put on them, Having so much space

nkm up by the bookshelves doesn't leave much room for our office
gation (what there is of it) but it's worth it to see hew wondere
all those books look, and how many people have come in already, ine-
terested in reading them, and helping to set it wp.

The office is coming slowly, as we have a lot of cateching up to de
because of Sur lack of an office all last week, but we are warking first
on getting the registration records straightened, and then trying to
write up the reports of last week,

The Preedom School workers are still trying to find a place to set up
the sehoolt there are several prospects, The Second Baptist Chureh will
wob:bly be used, Several local people have said they will be able to

w evening there was a large - about 90 .ph = NAACP
mtim. We are sure that the reason it was so l.u- is that the pe ople
there were very interested in the voter registration program, After the
meeting, we were able to get many people to sign the Preedom registration
forms and wreedom School appiicatioms. Many adults are interested in a
Preosdom School type program for themselves, We are holding a class for
teaching people how to fi1ll out the registration applications at 10 AN *

Priday, July 3. At thes meeting, the Internatio Paper Co. Union deo Wr
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nated $50 to the registration program,

while the meeting was going & known "past® Iinformer te the po-
1ice on eivil rights activities filled out an affidavit with us con-
cerning a threat by Sheriff Ceecil Byrd to close his business ( a ofe)
if he supported any of the voter registration program. This man has al-
80 t jJoined the NAACP, He may either be changing from his former ac-
tivities as mn infopmer, or he be trying to get an "in" with us so
he can find out about oud activities., He is not well-liked at all in the
community, and even if he is his activities, it may hurt our program te
have him assoclated with us, Tiere ia an inereasing apprehension among
tie local Negroes that several people whose activities are not quite
clear might be other "informers"”, but this might be just a hypersensli-
M?muntmnmblumuwmmmtmodmt the

.

A8 it begomes known that we are establishing ourselves here Bowen
St., the office 88 becoming quite a center of activity with po po-
.u{w and negative results, It is that people - mostly high school
kids -~ are interested, especieally since alot of them will go out and
canvass and do a real good job, But many are hanging around becaise we
are som what of a " osity" still, If we could give them somethi
productive to do, it would great to have fi em all here, but the er=
est in canvass may wear off soon, and st the present, we have little
else to offer. re have also been white people in umnmarked cars driving
by somewhat regularly - some of them taking liscense mumbers of tie oars
parked infront of the building. A record of their license mumbers is
being kept by us. As usual,, cars, both police and others, still drive
around the hemes wvhere we are staying. We are also keeping those mumbers.
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vednesé@ay, July li

The morning setivities began as usual with the canvassers going

- out to work, and the Preedom School and other people staying at the librarye
office to eontinue the setting up of these two areas, Several yugg people

- fyom the area stayed to help with this work,

Charles, 7on and Tony left at S am to go to Jackson for the COPO
staff meoting, The Preedom Sechool will definitely be held in the Second Btp-
tist Church, and will begin classes tomorrow, We were go to try to get &

today, but we were advised by one of the members of Mason's staff
e o § Pgeligedb vl wovapad Ty B put the phone in. The staff came
by in the evening and after some disoussion as to what we wanted t he way
of an office and such, decided that we could have a phone put in J tempora-
rily, even if we dun't stay hare all suwmer, (ne man who has consider able ine
fhience with the Mason's is very much in favor of our ataying here, md says
that the staff will probably decide it is all right,

We have run out of rreddom Registration Perms, so the canv_ssers
will have ¢t M t on encouraging people to register at the coxrt hoase,
ve will hnv orms tomorrow, but this delay means the canvassers will
have to go twiee to a lot of Wu they ordinarilly wouldn't have had to,
The canvassers moved from Jackson Park, where we had been concentrating our
efforts in nchu-at on, to mother area near the Coro office. We are making

enlar nts of the e¢lty map in order to make our canvassing more orgm ised
‘u: - 1;:”. The tot m-bor of Fresedom registration toru filled out toe-
vas

Around 5 pm we held a short staff meeting eonserning the possibility
of utnuvo reactions in the white community. Because the raclial atmosphere
s not so obviously terse as it is in other areas, we tend to farget
that no one os used to seeing recially mixed groups, especially when they
inelude white t:ru and Negro boys. We have to be espes carefl that
we are alwvays 2 group large enocugh to show that we are together fa the
bueiness of voter tration rather than for any friendships,
mptuhou.uu meeting at KP Park for the purpose of pre-
senting the Summer Project program to the commnity, mach of us spoke about
the projest, The meeting and the project as a whole were
@'unmuwmwuamorumm ther for freedom

e

all of us, blask white, rather tham some helping others was an
of the meeting. we had been told before the meeting that the

100 would be patrolling the area in order to teot us, It seemed that

one, tntvoun'tu mmmzmu the

Doputy Sheriff of the ecounty, Thomas Palmer, who, along with his table
seemed rather ungomfortable in w midst. City icew ere at

tape rocordery,
tle door} whi Muaummx oromﬂu sed
by during the meeting, m \ ’



