
Carl Pomer ance (t] 11A.V. . 
Tuesday 6/23/6~ 

Dear family, 

Boy is it hot in Mississippi ! I 've been here for three days and each day 

it has reached ~oo: I t is ext remely humid also. 

Sunday morhing at ,-: OOA . l·l . we ( 10 of us) were dr opped off at a closed 

bus station. During the ~5 minutes we waited to be picked up , several prom­

inent people .sheriff, mayor or Batesvi~ etc . ) individually came by. 

They were not very exemplary or Southern hospitality ( they warned us etc) 

Tbe l!lBD who picked us up is a Hr . l.iles . one of the more veelthy of the 

local negr oes . l:Ie owns his O"'ll far m. We ate breakfast there (ey.gs , sausage ,• 

grit s) . We then went to church where we were introduced to the co~unity . 

In the afternoon we were introduced to ~e families in whose houses we 

are staying . When you write to me wr ite care of ~ r. ............ 
vn ~unday we received notice that we shouldn' t do any vo)er reeistrartion 

work until we received further notice. On Honday we f oundf ut why this 

might be . 3 workers were repoeted missing 1n Philadelphia , Hiss . As you 

probablJ Jcnov, they are still missing. ~Ia think they are dead . 

l~onday afternoon, Mr. hiles , myself & 2 other guys went to Clarksdale 

(about 30 miles vest of Batesville) to pick up 5000 books there in Mr, 

MileJtruck. While t here we learned that~ workers in Clarksdale wexe 

arrested that morning on vagrancy char ges . They ver e all released how­

ever. l-!o~day morning in Batesville we all vent to the loval Ne~ro "hangout". 

There we mixed with and met dozens add dozens of high school boys and girls 

who are quite willing to help us . r.onday ~ht we attended a mess meet ing 

ina church where each of us gave a short speech a.nd then we led the group 

singing freedom songs . Ther e wer e over 300 people there . 

Today ve unloaded ell the books into a Negro scbo~l that will be vacant 

for the next few weeks. Using a simplified method or classifying them o~ 

my own invention , we have begun the painstaking job of constructing a 

card catalogue. This morning we me~a Mr . Flannery fron the Justice Dept. 

He took down a~l our names and asked us i f we had received any intimidation 
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We said we hadn 't and we talked for an hour on Mississippi ' s problems. The 

man is good , he has his heart in the right piace , but he is hampered by 

a go- slow administration and a lackadaisical FBI , 

As I mantioned in a previous letter, the Negroes of Panola County are 

quite well organized. They , on their own intiiative, have filed a suit 

with the 5th District Court and won. The result is that part of the regis­

tration foWlll which requiees an interpretation of an arbitrar y section of 

the Miss . constitution has been eliminated. This interpretation question 

was what kept tlegroes from begistering because the registrar .lust said 

that they didn ' t interpret it right , (It is odd that a Negro With several 

college degrees 1 can 1 t 1 interpret a section while a semi- 11 terate white 

can) , 

The Negro comounity knows who we are and has given ns a t remendous wel­

come. Thefamilies with whi ch we are staying will not accept any money from 

us . Instead the entire community is contributing money to these people . 

The peopl e here are very poor. The j ob that most people are doing now is 

"chopping cotton" . This is chopping away the weeds fro"' jhe cotton plants 

with a hoe and also aerating the soil . On this job you work r rom sun up 

to sun down and get paid $3 . 

The major crops in the Delta are soy bean and cotton , but that latter 

is by f ar more i mportant . There is only a period of 6 weeks during the 

year though when work is done on cotton: 3 weeks now when it is chopped 

and 3 weeks in the rall when it is picked . Hany people are unemployed at 

other times . The name of the family I ' m staying with is **•••••• . They are 

a man and wife who have no chUdren living at home . They are grandparents . 

Mr. ++ is a carpenter and l~rs.•• works in the cotton fields . 1-!rs. *"' i s a 

registered voter, but Mr . *"' isn ' t since he is III illiterate. 

If you want to call me , call person-to-person to **** · I pr obably wo~ ' t 

be there , but I ' ll get the message and call back • 

Well , I ' ll be careful , I ' d like to know what's happening up North. 

Pleaso t ell George My address . Love 

Carl 




