The Folitieal Situation

On June 23, 1964, Ray Raphael, Jesse Devis, and Lyn Heslliton
attended the county convention of the Dexcecratie Farty of Washiugton
County. The meeting was unansounced. 4 phone call to the Delta
Democrat Times at 9300 A¥ dild not provide us with the information
about the location of the meeting. John Childs, reporter for the
Tines, told Ray that ue had called Doug Wynn, Exeoutive Secretary
of the Democratie Party in Washington County, end had not deen able
to obtain this lnformation elther. We went to the County Courthouse
where we aspumed that the meoting might be held. It was revealed in
the afternocn edition of the Times that the confusion regarding the
location of the meeting was due to the dban plaged on courthouse meete
inge by Shefiff John Durham, He 1lifted his ban tesporarily because
he declded that the convention was "A funetion of government."

A five man caucus, appointed by Doug ¥Wynn, nominated the foll owe
ing delegates to the stete conventions Andre Worthington, Mabry
¥Wigley, ¥.A.Branton, Curtis Belford, Hainon Miller, Ramsey Russell,
Jere 3, Nagh, 5%,, D.C.Wynn, George Love, W.S.¥Walts, DRdley ¥ilier,
and Tom Pittman. The alternates nominated were: E.A.Merideth,ir.,
Frank Carlton, Deloach Cope, ¥,.,J.Carsaway, Joe Oglesdy, Doug Gardaer,
K.J.3weatt, Leo Stevens, Virgll Sandifer, H.f.Cochran, BDenny F.Gresham,
and S5iduey NoGough. The 2late wae adopted without discussion, Nr.Hash
outgoing chairmen of the party was naned temporary and permanent cone
vention chairman,

The five wman caucus also approinted the executive committee of the
party. Re~eclected were: First dietsict, Tom R. Fitiman, Leo Stevens,
Jd.A.Ogleshy; Second dletrict, Omey Potter, W.A.Branton, Mebry ¥igley;
Thiré district, Jere 3.Nash, Doug Wynn, Halnon ¥i1'er; Fifth ilstrict,
C.D.,Miller, EK.J.Sweatt., New committeemen include: Fourth distriet,



HJl.Melntrys, ¥ade E, Plsher, Will Abraham; Fifth, district, George
Fall,

A move was made for adjourument at which point Ray requested a
point of information, He pointed ocut that the Third precint had
passed a resolution calling for party loyelty which was to be introe-
duced az a resoultion to the county comvention. He asked if these
delegates were preszent and 1f so that they might have the floor. DNone
of the delegates were present and the resolution was not introduced.

later I called all the delegestes and alternates from the Third
Precinet to find out why they were not present at the county convention.
I received the following repliess

¥r. J.BeArnold, delegate, was not at home. Mres., Arnold stated
that he was no longer residing in Greenville., There wse no answer at
the Greenwood phone number she gave me,

Mrs, H.C.West, delegate, oald that she was not notified of the
meeting. ©She had no ldea of the time or place of the meeting.

Judge Emmett Harty, altern ate, stated that he wanted no part of
this [polities} that he bad been elected without his ¥nowledge of cone
sent and that he did not ewen know whether he would vote on the Deme-
coratic ticket, He sald that he had informed Doug Wynn of his feelinge
on thls nmatter,

Kra., Ire Bethel, alternate, wasout of town and had bdeen for about
two weeks acerding to her daughtereinelaw (Mrs. Irs Bethel, Jr,)

Affidavits were filed by Ray, Jo.ao) and Lyn re: the county
conventlon,

The resolution in question ran somewhat as follows (quoted from
the Delte Demoorat Times):

¥We as Demcerats bolieve that stromg politicel parties are a
necessary part of American Democragy.,.that the Fational Demoeratie
F represents the best interests of the majority of the people of

Miesslasippl,...
+sothat the delegates from this preeinet be instructed to go on



record, if they are ultimately seleoted as delegates to the Nationhl
Demooratic Convension, as supporting the party platform and persons
selected to be the 's candidates...

It also asks that precinet delegation bring the resolution
to the county convention, the county to the state, ete.

The adove resolution was proposed by Mr. Charles VAlliams (a
Negro member of the Greenville community) at the precinct meeting.

The Bi-Racial Committee, 1963

Undexr the instigation of Dr.Page, the community leaders tried
%o see what oould be dome in the of civil rights in the come
mmity by forming a bderacial commi vhere grievances could bde
m.

Representatives from CORE and the HAACF Youth group were ine
volved with th4 adult o gations The Youth group and NAACF drew

2 set of plans and objectives that they wished the bieracizl come
mumlm.

The % group eleoted DR, Yelldell, a local phxnct-. as
temporary chairman and later as permanent chairman, plan was pree
sented to the city coumeil, The Oouneil refused to form & bieracial
oonmittee dut suggested that three Councilmen and three of
xﬂmxmmummcryto work out the problems ine

.

The Negro leaders were Father 0'Lesry,Dr, Yelldell and a third
man whose mame Ir, Yelldell could not remember, The three Oouncilmem
were R.A.Blackmon, Sam Smith, and Jake Markusom,

The three Negroes carried the proposal to the City Coumell,
ssking for integration of the parke, and -ther publie facilities,

The Council said that it did not have the power to form a bdieracial
conmittes and that many of ite members f-1t that this request was
a "slap in the face."

The log: group then asked the Councilmen if they could bdelieve
vhat was go on and if they(the Council) could be trusted., The
Couneil replied that the Negroes had to trust them,

The Negro spokesman asked for in the oity and pudlie

The Couneil said that it d applications for 0
clerks, meter readsrs, ete. from the Negro community. The Negre
spokesnman accused the oity of diserimination in all its departaents

Departngmnte~where there are a2 few colored
8 de has trouble fin ding literate
« No wvas done by the Coumell adout the pro-

:
,a,
g
i

Parks and playgrounds were alledgedly de-segregated, however, in
practice they were not. The Councilmen felt that they had no power
to do anything about this and preferred to walt for a court order.
Nothing heas been dome about the schoels, DIr, Yelldell stated
that he could see ro future for deing anythiag a2bout them either,
The thees Councilaen 4 that would econtact the Chamder
of Commerce, a Powerful group in G 18, in regard to some of the
complaints., Two s came out of the uetI’ ‘:h the 0 of 0. The
Hospital report was discontinued rather than ad " and "Mra.* to



the nsmes of Negro pecple. The Bemk reports were changed to read,

"The way that & person eigns his neme iz the a report is to be

:d}o: out." Other than these two items , ..oﬁlu was dome with the
0 .

All the subsequent meetinge of the Negro spokesmen and the
Councilmen ended in arguments over policy and precedent, About three
months ago the bMeracial group disbanded due to frustration.

i The above informetion was obtained im o: interview with Dr, Yelle

3

EEX and WOO

In 1960 or '@l the White Citizens Council tried to organize in
Greenville. They d & fev poorly attended meetings. Conwell Sykes,
president of the Commercial National Bank, through the influenge of
the KKX ,whiech infiltrated the WCC group, was eleocted president of
the W00, AfSer his election Sykes refused to call meetings and as
8 result the grouwp dissclved. There are, however, uembers of the
WOO 1iving in Greenville who take =n sotive part in the organisation
in neighdoring towms.

The KKK, on the other hand, is definitely in Greenville
and holds dic meetinga, Itz statement o‘ poliey for this summer
wes that 1t intended to act as a “second line™ foree to backeup the

foroe if it is overwhelmed YLy Northern “invaders". The Xlan
we lts membership from a large crossesection of the comsunity (men

with to whitesz). le from
510 of e Sommmity yoes Wy Lebe Ciresh aotiep. Y frew owee

Adbout a month ager four crosses wére tmrned in Greenville, The
Chief of Police arrested those people involved, At the trisl one of
the accused hal 2 heart attaok and dled on the witness ctand,
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