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Yesterday t·:as non .. V'iolonco day horo. In t he morning 1-10 hcnrd Jim Lr.luson of N.nchville , 
tjave ua t :1o ·Hord on non-violence ns a ~1o.y ot .life. Lat·rson opook.o of a mor nl c~nfron-

wi th one ' s onei11ies , lf!RIUlla catching the other guy' .o eye , speakine to him l·:i th love 
if f,:)::>siblo, nnd so on. lie B~lVO an example of Birmingh<:ln fireman 1>1ho refused to turn on the 
hoco::; 1.n tho £nee of an advancing crol-:d. Later wo ·. l earncd that Lawon ~1os pretty much lying 
i n his t eeth , because tho~o firemen ~ere undor orders from the rising group that wa~ was 
trying to oust ~11 Connor at that point. "Violonce always brings more ham to the people 
who use it; economic & political forces have no place in the movoment •••• eto.n These are 
tho thines L.l-wson camo up t-lith. He said l-79 had nq right to do otherwise in a movement l-lhich 
is COillii'.itted to non-violence, /than to shape our ·,li~es that way. I ·£eel very strongly that he 
does NOT represent the Hovement. 1 · 

I 1 
Stokely Carr.J.chael , t-:ho is quite famous among civil riehts people - rebltted him in the 

afternoon !;OSsion, t husly : 1-lon-violenoo used to \rork because 1) it toms new: 2) the nevrs­
pspero gave it top coverage week after t:.reek and roost import~t : :3) the demands l>:ere minor 
and the r oDistnnce to chanee not hard-coro. Nol'T t he Nor th is tired of domonstrationst,- a 
·very vi;;orous bacldash hn!l ez:J.erged - and the papers Hill on)Jr l'oport major violence. Nol-I 
t:o cro ro::;ponsible for t~ha·c o-;e do, and have to explain the stall-in, instead of having it 
-welcomed on t he front pagos of tho press. Aeain , most 1mporwant , the movement has grov..n upt, 
a."'ld is no-v: airrJ.ng at tho places whero the \-lhite society really feels threatened, as in the 
area of job:. and voting.... · 

Thora cornea a point, t~hen you are in l·!issis:Jippi and not in Nashville, lrlhen you got tired 
of being beaten m1d goine ba.ck the neA-t day £or your beating , for S clays in 11 rou. You eet 
tired of the pottern o£ be.ine esked l·1hether you are a negro or a nig~er, nnd ending up on the 
f loor of t ho polico ::rtat1on s creruuing at the top or your lungs thot you are a ~eeer, boss. -

get tired or seeing young uomen smashed in the ·£ace right in i'ront or your eyes. stokely 
es not advocate violence. V.nat he is saying is that love & moral confrontation hav·e no place 

- I in front or a brute who beats you till you cry nigger. ' 
\ ' 

1-¥ feelings, and I think these are common, are that non-violence 1s a perverted -...-ay or 
life , but a necessary ~aotic & technique. 1'he .2E£t reason that I mll not hi-G back 1::: because 
then I l-d.ll be in the hospital 2 't>~eeks instead of one, a."ld wlll be useless to t he movC!!!ent 
during that extra treek 11hon I can only read Ghandi's 'latest book on hol·1 to 1-rin i'riends <~ 
innuence people. 'The only r eas on I am ag~nst guns is because, uith them, all of us 'Hill get 
killed 1.'1stead of just beaten, and the Negro people t-d.ll. be exterminated. I am glad som.C3one 
\:as around fi~htir.g t ho Naziz vrhen r · ,.,as too young to do the job r:zyselr. It is harnu'\11 to the 
hUI:l.ru1 parson to feel that he must love a man 1-.>ho has .a foot in his fae&. 

I ' 
• 

No snoo l-Torkars nra omed. nor are thero guns in any ~:;noc offlce. (The reason of cour s e 
being th~t a police oi'£icer uould murder anyone found1 in tho office :md then bring :i.n tho gun 
as evidonce ·of his need for shooting in sel£-defonse. )HOl-'l"ever, the f'arners ara prepared to 
defend their homes f'rom attack, and this brings up problems 't-:hioh you con only believe are real 
1r you have bean here for a ro't'J days. Suppose the man \of ,the house is shooting a-t-ray & tosses 
you a gun and says 1dth his eyes' "ok, uhite man, no1-1 let's see which s ide you are on." If' he 
and his sons are killed and only 2 small children are ~eft 1n the houso, and tha mob i s ~till 
coming, t·~hat do you do? Sorae say, • shiled thom with your:boey. and hope the mob is satisfied 
'\'lith the 5iG}lt of the dead male bodies, or morally confronted by tha sight of' the ffi..-IH 2 
children cowering behind an unarmed man. t Y.vst, I thiri.lt, 'uould pick up the gun long bel'ore 
t his, particularzy since our presenco there 1-r.Ul be in fa.ree po.rt. responsible for the attack. 
I have never bof'ore had to think about mat oi:rcW'llstanoes i-1ould allou me to. shoot to kill, but 

I 

quickly loam to think that wny whon Jimzi\,y Trav1e 1.~ ~d.ng around ho~ with a slug in t~ 
o£ his neck. . \ \ 

\ \ 
t.Je had a '\oror!<:shop in the att.ernoon. They Ghot-~Gd us how to fall to tho grou.YJ.d and doubJ 

- also how to throw your.oelf over another worker to take some or the blows. T'ney piled up · 
or 



p .2 on non-viol ence 
four or five t hnt wcy , c.nd then one of thorn t·rant around tho ptla ao if it vmro on 
ordinnr y cln2cr oom v1ouol a.'td , not hi ne hot-r hobody had his head fully exposGd.- no 
atomaoho 1-1er o expo::::ed, and only t he t hiGhs & calves or most l·roro open t o boatine. 
Then t hey actod a l ong s cene in a f annof.' 1 s hut , td.th a couple of students tr-;ine t o 
co ,\~'!.nco Fom nn to ~o l"ogi ct er . Ho r eally knot-t his stuf f , and tho thing \.""aS remarks'bl.y 
true to l ife. Then t hey sho1rod courthouJe s cones, eto. 

J j:rite t.o me c~ of the Voter Ref?,strat 1on Office 1n Greomrood. The plan i e al ways . to tie 
j ourool vos 1n t."it h votin::; , as there :ts p:oocedent for l~'ederal protaoti on of k'eg'istration 
I lrorkor s . Thn!3 . if ~<?~ding, o~ we nro on t.&'le way to a votar r egi stration me~ting, and so 

on. AilD WRITE mrn orrr .. m. 
Hc,ve t~ eo -to Rnother l eoture nmo1 .. on tihat to do t-1hen arroo·i;ed, and what your 

rights are su,~o:, ed t.o be . 
Love , 


