
--.. 
The following letter was received June a2, 
June :181 :1964 

Dear Family and Friends: 
The, last four days of this orientation program for the 

Mississippi Summer Project of the 4 major 91vil Ri~hta groups hav~ 
probably been the most concentrated, dynanuc, e.mot:tonally exhaust:tng 
educational experience of my life. You receive this letter and hope­
fully others during my six weeks doi1~ voter registration work 1n 

---1" I.U.ssiss:h.ppi. due to the kind of:f,~r o:f Licola G·eiger who has agreed 
to duplicate my letters and send them out~ I must confess that ~ 
first tho.ught of this as sort of a good oppo:r·tuni ty to catch up on 
-3ome of my correspondence which I have so neglected. The past foUJ: 
days have made it clear that this experience will be so important to 
me emotionally that I run the risk of becoming alienated from you. 
~ hope that rather full communication with you will te:nd to coun.ter­
act this. During the last day or so as the dangers were more 
clearly _described I _ have been debating as to whether I should tell 
you about them. I -have· .o.pte-if -:eor openess with sone missgi vings 
-.,e_oause I hope that if you understand what is happening your 
reactions to anything which may happen to me will be more appropr:iatn 

Sun. evening, the first program was a solemn memorial service 
for Medger Evers conducted by Ed King, a native Hiss who is 
Methodist chaplain and dean at Tougaloo- the lJegro college outside 
of Jackson. 

Monday morning King led off the first session with a run down 
of some of the factors which contribute to making liiss. a Police 
State.. King is a soft spoken man with large scares from an auto 
accident disfiguring one side of his face. He rci-.r:. for Lieutenant 
Gov. on the Freedom Blection run last year by S1ICC. He told about 
the t.echniques the Yihi te Citizens Council, which roceives state 
funds has kept control of the state for the past tGn years since 
its 1nception ~ 1955• No politian can a~~ord to be a moderute. 
Three were voted out recently for voting against an extre:oe piece of 
anti Hegro legislation. In the past six years over 60 Hethodist 
ministers have been forced out of tho Southern half of the state 
alone. Merchants who meet the terms of the Civil Rights groups are 
economically coerced to change or leave. l!lode:ratcs arc now unable 
to have any voice in decisions about how to handle the Movement. 
What's more they aren't even in a position to know what is happenill! · 
Al~ widely read newspapers simply deny the white guilt for violoncc 
a.nd usually ignore incidents entirely. 17ational news on T.V. is 
interuptad by local commcrci.als or pro.:faco a report by saying, ••Tho 
:tollowing- l.s a.n exanple. o:f a biased untrue yankee reporting. 11 

Kil:lg says that he sees how there can be some truth to the con­
tention that many Germans didn't know about the treatment of the Jew, 

:Next Bob Hoses talked to us in his quiet, reasoned manner 
ab:out the_ project and the situation in various parts of the state. 
He immediatelY won the position of undisputed father figure for the 
v olunteers. He seems to radiate good judgment and a sincere concern 
~or all involved. 

Quite ro,ughly yo·u can find quite distinct situations in the 
:four corners o~ the State. The north Tiast has come under the libo­
ra1izing influence of T~. Aodod to that is the fact that the 
percent o:f Ucgroes in the area is only 15-30 and one gets one of the 

, Rmoderatett are.as where a. recent conference o:r economic loaders tho.J$t 
t.hat the llegroos ought to be helped to integrate into the economy, 

Tho northwest on the other hand is a hard core area. Known as 
the de.l ta, it support~ -.f:\ plantation cconoey where the lTcgro popu-· 
la tion i,s well over 60%. It is tho hone of tho ilhi te Ci tizons 



Ldr6t.~\ 
page 2 ~f5 

of Councils whi.ch wqrc. faundod in 1955- i.n Ind:ia.nolaa 5 miles south 
Eastlands large holoings. Up until recently the whole state b..as 
been COm];>.~ctoly controlled by the woe~ On the state level they 
receive funds :from tho govor21..mcnt. Their methods of enforcing white 
supremacy tend to be legal and ccononic. They have ost~blishod a 
fullflcdgcd pol~cc state with an adoirablc intelligence network. 
When laws fail they are quick to effect ocononic repri.oals on those 
o:f oi tllor race who step out of' line,. I:f th:is :fails they may engage 
:l.n symbolic acts of terror which arc aiDed at donoralizing the 
novcuont by picking off tho lce.dcrship, e.g ., licdgor Jlvcrs and the 
shootir~ into throe houses in Ruleville uhoro srcc workers staycdo 

The Southwest is tho nost dangerous nroa .. I.t is hmll country 
·,vi th snall. owner operated farns and 40-50% Eegro.os. Tho Uarch on 
~7ashington has seoocd to tr.iggor a resurgence of the Klan and othc:c 
~crrorist groups in this area~ Five to eight Iiogroos b.avc been 

.td:llo.d ir .. this area since Januaryco This :is an area of uanton 
·;.;:i..o].cnco but we nust go in or they could sP ... y th:..,t their ncthod 
·.-,orks. In Yazoo City :tho cor:1potition between tho Klan and tho ·\,·cc 
i.s. in full swing and nay prove very da.ngcro.us a 

Grc.cnvillc on tho Il:ississippi is a spofb of nod era tion i.r. the 
south delta. .. Harding Carter ~ tho local editor has cndorccd the 
project.. and a co:wr.li.ttcc of whi tc cit:izcns lms been set up to help­
register l;ogroos e.nd \lhi tcs"' 

The. Southeast, ~he Gulf Coast receives the nodcra tir...g influ­
ence of the coast touris.n 2nd looks to rew Orlc?..ns.:. Hattiesburg, 
north of tho G-ulf Coast has boon tho target of cil'l intensified ro­
gi.stration drive., It is o::1c of the :fc"<V ple ... ccs whore tho lTogroes 
~ight to picked has been pro tected by the polico fron white nobs. 
:Presbyterian mnistcrs have been helping to nan the picket line 
there for r1onths .. Ilowovc.::;:· 1 the nunbor of :t:ocro c :·: registered in 
F..attieohurg is very su'lJ..l,._ The registra:r is boc.n triod for contonp-t 
o:f court for continued resist once to register ~ ;ogroco o 
~ then warned us that we ~ro all victins of tho plague of 

prejudice but uust not nake the nistake tll"'', t the authorities in 
Canus' Oran ~'lde by resisting the recognition of the diseQsc be-
2~uso ~e.oogn1 tion would lli:..vo ry:3.de a~tion nccesse~ry!) :.re s3:id that 
•Jl1° stc~:r:r had hf' .. d long deep d~scuss~ons about the wJ.u iio I;orthcrncx·s 
cor.1ing dovmo ]lany of thon have very doep antipntl:ies to all whi tos c 

.I nust say that they have dono an excellent job in ovorcoaing theoe; 
prejudices in their dealings with tho whites .. 

Bob then sketched sor:e of the gof'als of the suoner. Ro said 
1!hat the oere fact o:f our spending the SUJJI.J.er in l~egro hones would 
be a. vc:ry :i.uportant victory, It i.o n.1s0 hoped thc'l.t we, through our 
oonn£~tions back hone will give tho project noro projection, and 
bring the Justice. Dept.-. i.J:'lto Eiss .. in a bigger w£ty. Rev .Ki:ng specu­
lated that if the wrath of" both tho \700 and KKK is spent on us this 
S'\.U:ll':le.r and the novenent is still intact in the f:,ll tho way I:.laY be 
o:rtened :for uoderatos to say, change is inevitable and will be nore 
~o our advantage if we pl~n it~ 

L~ the next session the body was broken down into snall groups 
in which project directors fron the local projects described in 
sone detail the conditions in their countiGs. I hap.:Joned to be 
assignee to a group where ChRrles I.:cLurL11. wao talking about Sun­
flower and B.ol:J,vA.r counties. lie is a dynn.nic clear speaker whose 
~e't.orni~ation, good _hu.a.or ana calrmess e.oout angero are Da55ive~y 
:u:pressJ.ve. These Sl.CC staff people nust ro?.lly ste~nc1 out ag;:1in13t 
the background of a lazy dead-end society/) lt bccm1ea alnost unfter­
stand-a.blc how they can persuade people to risk house, job and l;ife 
to go dow.n and attoopt to register. · I 



l .... ! 0. '":} ~ ... ~ .. L-Hr~\ 
~' J ~ ~~~ ;;~ J 

" pago ~ of, 6 
Rulovillo is tho nost organized town in this arc~. ~lnost all 

eli.gibl.c Hegroes have attenptod to register dispitc the shooting anc1 
loss of jobs~ The r:ayor has said he will talk personally with any··· 
hoc1y who hiro.s a lfcgro who tried to register .s Tho wl:..i tos in tho 
c1oJ.ta havo bGon tryJ ng ~:o fo::-1;o the lTegrous ou·t ::> Ecchaniza tion in 

.I- t ~ . . . h + • '· - • b h . ., ... r.ef .D ' • \ . co~. on proou.c'tJ..OU :; ... xca c~ c:ns nany JO:JSe Lay . o as 1.f:rl e.s :;,v.'o OJ.. n~g11 

f;choo1. gradu.o.:cos go LG-r"th, Tho Planters still i18.1C ·tho5.r workers 
•;elder alnost feude.l cc"'ltrol. Sl1CG workers c2.:r,rwt go on ~o p~_c:.ntations , 
l?.Lanters carry two rifles in their trv.ck ri. llC of·ton .hr.vu :radios to 
coordinate operationso 'J:hore arc ru:Jors that Lr.stland L:.Ses prisoners 
f:r·on J?archl:Jan on w:Lth fife, brows of illogl"tl ~1iw,;i;.o:r and hc.s souo 
J.)(;g;rocs w:ho -~hoy won ~t ~ot off his p.l.c-:.oo -~ Ten ri. ;~~-os VJcst of RuleviiK: 
: •. s Cleveland tho county soat for Bol::Lvar Oo cm:ty anc: tt.o .bor.1o o:f DoEe 
B·za.te College., A g-£oup of white ·students frc.n C:ol tct sta'tc will try 

"'·tv :persuade us to go back north.,. ~ ~ 
That evening wo went back into tlle sa:w.o groups e.nd dJ.scussec1 

cnce rol;::tions ... This was e. p<>.iluuJ. ra.thor inti.I:lP.tc discussion in 
·~.0.'J ... ch nany of the vvhi to k:i.ds bared their fears <'~bo ut being acceptoc1 
':J.y the Iiegroes , ... One b oy f:rnr~ ~ lost Vi.rg].:nia confessed tl1~~ t he is 
'l'J..:i.te e:::1barrassod when confr t:.' ntoc! ty 8. group of l:cgroos 2;.r.tc1 asked 
how. ho should act-~ i"- li ttJ.o blonc~ S--li t:1 gi.rl said sho know what he 
naa.nt though sho dic1n~t ha ve the pr c.J b.i..o:-.1 herself 1 in fe1ct she didn ·J·t 
Jrn.ow whether i't was envir;>mlon·':; or hc:roc~i ty but she follYlc1 Southern 
Legrocs qui.tc attr?.ctiveo The f.~scuss:.i,on w:::.s very valuable in p,osing 
tho probJ.or: of how cloes ') l1e ad ~lpt without cell ou.t of his own idon ·· 
t::"ii..ty, Unfortunately tho press Wf'l.G not C.iocrec~"' I saw an alnost ve.r··­
ba t:hn account in a Ct:l.n.."Ylcinati nowspa:per unc~cr a pho·co of a bare­
footed hoy. 

Tuuscay we had noro regional briefings!;> Then there was an in­
:forDE'.l general sossi.on to discuss various proble; J.S o The nost into­
resting c~i.scuss:Lon Vl['-.s about how wo slloulc'! oo:nfront the whi to kic:s 
w~1o w:e .. nt t o persu-?.do us t o go back hor:.lc"" Should uc ino:i.st tha-t a 
l~fJgro cone along.. ·;;hat about racio debe~tes. If their nir.l.(}s arc 
closed what is tho use o:f ta~lcing to then., It bect-t::lG clear that ou:r 
:r•;lRtions with tho I;egro corJLlttt"'li ty night be enc1an.gorec1 if we went 
of-f to talk to then. :I certainly woulC:nttt want t0 be. put in the 
:R:::s:i.tion of trying to dcfoncl tho liegrocs case when he should lcgi t i •.. . 
TJately present it& On the other hand it is so ~portant 1 fool to 
get into. the white connunity anc'1. let sonebody know what we are like.: 
:t ioagine the runors about the invasion of cor.nunists aro getting 
pretty wild at present. :It is so inpcr...,.rtant for t~.1c:-:1 to get as hur.1e . .n 
a picture of us as p0ssibl0, otherwise they c..rc c ;~pablc of anyth:il'lgv-

Tuc.sday evening we saw a CBS docu.<.wntary, Iiicslssippi and the 
15th !~ondnent. One of the interviews was with R racist lawyer in 
Ha tttesburg ·l";ho cxplc.incd why n l ocal negro teacher with a llaEl!tcrs 
Dogree was.n!J;t eligable co vote.,. ~ho volun-teers lc.ugb.od at the absur-~ 
c:.:tty of hi:a argunont. A.ftor the show one ·:Jf tlle ntc~ff said very 
solunr...l.y that he hac net 6 of tho. fielc1 secreta ries who hc'l.C: walked 
out because of our reaction to the filn~ For then tllis lawyer was 
too dangerous · and too insul ti11b t o bo laughed a·~, I;ox-1:: on the pro-­
gran was a talk by Charlco 1Inrgan9 tho courageous Biruingl:tan attour.ry 
who stood lJ.P at the "tino of tho bonbings 8.nc: :::J.cv1e ?. strong pub~ic 
statenent in favor of sanity .. :Zle has since been forced out of 
Birning..ha.D. by e.cono:-1ic coorcion7 IIc we,rncc: us grP.vcly abo1.r~ the 
dangers of 1assissippi. Saic: he thought tha-t atroci tios don ~t. soften 
but ha.rc1en the local people-• He c:cscriboc~ tho wh:i.te Eiss. as a. 
pretty regular guy who is concerned about getting along. He said one 
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thing that nigh1t hol.p was that Iliss. is very concerned about its 
inaga. lie layen the slow novcnent of the Civil Rights cause in the 
South not to the strength of Southern opposition bu~ to the weakness 
of the north on-the issue . ., Kmmcdy was tho first Presldont to initi­
a. te suits in orner to try t o rn:Lnsta·tc the right to vote in the 
South. He ended by solermly s tating that he adn iroc1 our couragco 
Fron a guy like. thc'lt who has seen e. lot of fire this was rcalJ..y 
frighteningo I thJ.nk as tho. week;q has :progressed we have all lived 
crillor the increasing weigh t of fear~ The struggle to cone to tczw~s 
w-.lth the possibility of death consun es nuch of our enotional ener~r . 
I·t; is interesting that one seens to succeed for a whilcu Sono t~i:.r_:;:os 
for a strc·~cll of a couple of hotrr's one beconcs quite fatalistic b~1 -~ 
~hen a wave of fear rolls in and ny intestine thickens and it is 
:b.ard to sec how I•ll keep fro;J. getting para:Lized by it when I get 
down there"' 

Just the precautions are scaryt bewRre of cars without tags 
they are always danger, never t;o out a.lone 9 never go out after dr.rk .1 

never be tho last out of a r.k1.SS neuting~ watch for cops without 
their badge.? listen for ~·.n accelcating car outside, if you wake· UJ;l 
a.t night thin.king there is (_.!anger wa.ico overyboc:y up> There sec::1s to 
he a very goocl typo instinct for preservation., Soqc of the lTegrb· 
field secretaries who I was tc.tlking to infernally told how they 
played like real Uncle ToL:lS to tho cops when in real dangcro. They 
advised us whi to kids t o play like we were l;nrthcrn kic1s just cone 
down to sec how things areo ';,e shoul(=: say we hE1.d read a~l. that stuff:' 
in the liorthern press about how bac1 they treated their Uegroes a nd 
couldn't believe ito They were advising us t o sell then out to get 
out of danger (that :is only when it was an all whi to group. of 
course). They stressed the i ~ ll)ortance of sticking together" Going 
to jail together, t aking the blows for s cuoone e lse:- etc ,. 

\i edncsda.y Rev IJ Ja~lG S Lawson presented anr1 skillfully dofenr1ed 
Christian revo~utionary nonviolence as a way of life .. r.iost of tho 
staff and volunteers wore agnostic n onviolent technicians~ Tho 
ciscussion was hot but very reala It oecnne clear tlmt not all 
nonviolent technliqu(3n coul<1 be practised by certain :personality 
types o Only perlla}!s 107~ can talk successfully with sen e one who .is 
going to beat you,. For the rest wi th<'lrawc-:.1 secus the best reaction:> 
Bob Ii.oses said he withdraws. S6ne of those who are nore aggressive 
in confronting the antagonist "burns. out" afte_r a few nonths in ll.:UB ~ 

Thursday we got sone practical legal counci~ fron one of three 
I:egro lawyers in E:iss., who takes CR cases. He is a wilcly olcl fox 
with a wonderful sense of hunor and a great Gift fox <1iplo:oacy 
(no not Uncle To:1ing) .. I:ighty glad to have hin in our corner .. iU..so 
heard :fro: l head of legu.l defence fund and others. There will be 150 
lawyers in tho state this sw~er! ~riday Morning we heardJohn Dora) 
Burk Earshall 11 S assisto.nt in the Justice Dept~ t~ .. lk about what they 
would be doing there. Iie said they would keep very close vmtch on 
us and try to watch for trouble brewi_ng. However, he said unless 
there; is a Federal c ourt order to bring r:'ec1eral trou_ps into an area, 
responsibility for ~JB.intaining ~aw and o rder is left up to the 
local law cnforcenent agencies. ~he kids questions and state.;:1ents 
were quite burning* There is a law which gives the ~BI power to 
arrest and protect people frot:l intir.lidation of their right t o vote. 
They are filing a suit which 1s before the Surprene Court which 
would outlaw all the procedures used now t o discaurnge liegro 
registants. 
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~\fi' It in now very late li'rii\ay night. To:1orrow norning wo leave 
· ~ in a car far l..ienphis and tllen on to Ruleville. l an riding in a 
6 car whicll CBS is following down. \ie will have a oike in the car 

(/ and they'll tape what we say. They are cning an hour lang docu­
nentary on Ruleville. Look anc1 Life will also be there. Thi.s way 
be a protection but also na~ nakc it harder for us to work 
cfioctivoly. 

)4y a.ddrcss at proBcnt will be c/c: Ghq..rlcs McLr~urin, ;.;>not 
Officu .Uox 275, !(ulovillc, . ~ius. I \Jill urito oo~n from .Ruleville~ 

·- t~~ 
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.. ,. WIJrc". e:.u ·; ut t'.i.a ,;r: .. ·up. h. sur~riui11i; ·nllf1tbor of y~un< ~ rtM.rrioc, 
c ::: uolcs. One sc:J/> --: 1 tc~.c.:or u .llC• loft ·wi:C~: <-.rJJ' lei<" o c~t hoo1c. 
- ,. ·yb'-" ,, · ~ J. ··"rity ".·'7' .._,.,~ ' P' · l)e · .. cr"' t ty·· · o~ Fl.. t •, , ~~·~a~ :L"'c-\rcson-,i.._\.. ....... c ... ·"'' ·• - -..J J ..,.. J.~-~ \. -'""t... .. . .. ' # .a/ 0 w _..,. .. .... '~(,;, ·"". .;....,. • 

t...:.tion of ,)c ·--: .:.~lo frc: : tJ1c left, It is ~1 , ~rt t o tull h.(;u we '<fill 
turn out t1.ll VJO :1-.vo ooon '-~ctic;n. 

,._~f/4~~ ~\.co[o...~e~·l .· :,;.G-~~·~1 -fn~~ 4 Mi\~f:~~ 
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~ ·\:t.,< \ 'J-1"'~'"~ ~ ~o h 1 ~ · n ~ o/ tilm i l y. 
~ x--1.~ ~.:;.y blicola ~';-cia:::- add sotn<.:: l;.linoto this lottor '.J\ich s _;)oaks 

Y.>.._) f e r i tsclf •. .l t IG lou~ p:_.st ;"".'ictl .i.iB:.lt, ctlnf;':G-'G 2 ;&.h. I ar.1 not 
tired ;;;. t all, but \d( e ~:.wako ,m.( I , ruo sits hero in t~_us old 
:f<.trn hOi.tsc, ~> Ltil t in 1703 f'or the _;r ..... n: · S ·:)H 'Jf 'JJ i1Li4~i"Yi l>enn, 
Stilutcs .. ic ~ :u.:.cl (t.s I cull ;1ih\) for >1is C {' UI'8.8C .:;.n( i'orbcc ~:t'iJ.ncc. 
\Yell do I w1f' crst.-...n( l.ic~1a.c1s fellrs. l wv.s ucrn in (}crnta:ny in · 
1920 i.l.l1C: ~lor; well I rc~crtber t.1e !tc::.,rs in n~J.iC.l I tY.: C".:1:::rm1to{! 
c'icct.t:1. A.nt'1 well .Ov l route41\0Cr tn4t I coula, h'""vc qono ttcrc, thct 
l C:)U.lt1 11.:,\rc t):ivon ~ny- li :.i:c, bll.t t·u.c:.t I (:.Lof ;--~·-:.nt to live& •• 

Worccctcr, fa. 
He<.d' :.rG: WJicj1aol ,:~m1 :liD ... :r:JUJ.) nccc! your coutriinttions, 

as t :1cir VJork inv ~)lvcs :1u.ny · ,mo~:.i,)ectoc~ kinr-: s 
of CX.;,Jonsos, us fer rot ... ilec: rccor(\-lroc.: in,·:, 
ex_Jcn~; ivc tGJ.c ,<lOnc C.;.,lls, --~j_;/' :c.-:n.y ot'to~"s. 
Sc11d c c ntrili u"(ji~ lJ.s, .i·ootcn Mcn;::y Orders, to 
~\ichaexs u:,wvc -~c~(rcss. 


