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C--~ First lettor from Btll Hodas, 1-rltten aboutjJune 16th, i'rom tho orient .. 'ltion ccurno i."l 

Ox . .ford , Ohio. · 

Dear Folies 1 

Thora has boon incronc1ne; tonaion hero ovor our r elationo tiith the t!ogro e1taff 
members , onpecially t ho enos t·Jho hail from Ki asissippi. 'l'hcy nro very JllUOh :m in .. group , 
because or what they b.lvo ~one through together. They tend to bo suapicious of us , bacnu::o 
'tie aro white , northornr urban , rich, inexperionoed. We a.ro somo-v1hat in llWv or thor.1, llnd 
conscious of our orm inferiority. 

In tho ovonine , t here ;ms a ere Report mo\'ie called !1I5:JISSIFPI AND THE 15th 
Ar-IEUDIO .T. It uao the typioo.l on-tho- s cone botch o£ intcrvieus t-11 th p~)ople lthose heme<; 
had been shot into, and tho head of the Council of Churohon and the liberal l~:~er, and 
t he onoo leader, and ~1e fat bastard of a r eeistrar. Thoy explained how tho Fodn. hod 
filed suit, nnd hod oonviotod tho reeistrar. They sho"t·red cases of' etJYG ·w-rith degroan , and 
t eachers in the loco.l hiGh schools, baing ro.t\loed registr~tion . Holl, people iltl1~hod nt 
tho idiotic ro~istrar, ~nd t hey hot:lod at the incredible double- tal.!<: c~ tho rubid lmvyor. 
ancl 6 ~logroes <t.,alkod out of the movie. One of l!lit1tlli~ the oldar ntafi.' znombors crone to tho 
fi-ont· after t he moV'le and announced this i'.:1ot 'Hi th t ear s i n his voioo . "Hnybo you t.;;:,n i t 
laugh i>~hen you meet the~e guys and hear tho.111 tolk, and mi knou t hat thoy are doins it 
every dey "torl.th or ldthout t he Fads. \~a joined hands and cang t ho aone ac&in ( i-i.E S!L411 
OVERCOI·ill. ed.) - this time t-!ith more feelin~ than before, I ·~hiT'.!.<:• because ~w h~d been 
dl .. mm into a oharp realiz.:1tion that the 't.zhole afi":.li..r 1>1o.s rlO picclo. 

Later, ·t-:o had the l·Ihole thing out 1n the living room, t-rl.th eVOl'Ybody sittine; on t he 
floor or standing <llong the wall.s. T'ae kids brought out thoir cripes a tho staff seened 
distant1 - they didn't l et us know what lomB MIDIH going on ••••• and t hey l ooked dmm on t\s 
for not having been through l-1hat they had. They shouldn't •Halk out lil>o that, saying, in 
ei'i'eotl'you people are too stupid to understand how serious all oi' this is.' 

OthGr people areuod that -v:a should taka into account all of t he hardships the stnff 
were going t hr ough, a."ld the fact that they had a lot on t heir D'.i.."lds. Others, ~ .:;ai.'1, 
demanded that t ha staff ro:;peot us more. 'Vb t·1ere, after all, products of our ontriror.:nerrt, 
and di d not underst:md l1ississippi, and had not been beaton. Could l.-& do--sm;;cthin::; ra:tl3y 
concrete do'tm there? Dld the starr tr~st ust Could t-:e l earn? 

Star£ members began drifting in from a Illeeting, and entered t.lle dis cussion. "l·:e did 
not llralk out because or you, neoossa.~ly. We have se~m too much of thc;t stuff in the fle:::h. 
t.,le knou that bastard and don;t have to see him on the screen. " One guy said : "That ;:::.s & 

r •.•• cartoon. man, and I did."l1t t·1ant to sea it.And 1! you get mad at uo ual king out, 
just wait until they break your hoad in, and sea U you don 1 t have something to get mad 
about • .Ask Jir!utzy' Travis over thera l.zhat he thinks about the Yd,ss. Project. He has 6 slugs 
in him, JIW~t and tho last one w-ant right through the back of hie neck when he was driving 



• 
! P~co 2, tension nt &~ora ••••• 

i I tl o.:u• out::rldo Groontrood. J\nk Joono. hero ~ he hns boon ooaton GO t.i'l<.'\~~ ,;e C;Juldl.'l' t .-ooo!)'lize 
him, tsr:o nnd tine cu1d tm·~ and tino nt;ain. If you don' t r.ot ocnrod., actc tln .n.'1d co·t t ho 
holl out of hera\ ooou. r.o t.;o don; t. ncoa any avor3 o po::>r> n know toJhn.t 7-l lo:,r at"o 
ao1r-3 hol·o i h tho i'i .. rot p~ao." 

Tho no:-.."t £~ 1 "htl cr1.cd over u 1n the st " boo.:1uDo w lov"e you and am 
a1!~d ~u. t·:o aro r;ro~:n J'i10n and uot:Jon. hnr donod i'1ghtors . uhc uwo en "'on-. .. on <m•l 
~ and l:C er1ed for you. ~omoh.">dJ 't-rnlkod out of n m:>vio, l."Ut you uon ' t nao ~.!Wb-:>:ly 
t)IUlJ-t O'Jt on your pic!-:e-::. lin~. :·~em 0'.1 "Ot beaten u I nm ~in(( to bG t'1!:_!ht cel:ind you. 
/:her-o ID!l.f:!lilll aro !'ooplo no;.r :i.~1 .;ni ·uho know tro a.ro sin!!Ulc an ·•!:1........ ., 
~mt; ns t horo 1c one parson t!I5!IDS:!1Uti lllivo troarin(t n snoo pin, t hq:J know~ And you r..ad 
tottor know it too, or olso c;et out. I \1:lD a eood ooldiru:t 1ri r.o:'\:a. ! eon otiolt ll ~~not 
1n y~ur b.sc!t: 1n t ho rl:~ht ::pot. so tlut you don't rl\ako o s~d. I kf';!!):t how to uoo ~inn:> ~:iro 
4l.round your noclc and then lot you till to tho ground soi'l:.. .1\r..d all the tina i n :\esre.:'l I was 
sic!c to tha cuts bocauco I ~:::13 lY.'l:m~ Ul.ucht to ldll GO eood. l:l1m; l:'!"~t h Pi)i:l!lS \f.v;.n you 
ote...~a to de<lth? Y01\ bl-oat up fir::t1 and you d1c3ol\'O your ot-m Dt..(.lm.Ooh ld"tl'l your cm1 juice: 
to try to ijG't. a 11 ttlo p~tain. l;hen you {;Ot pall:terne your toLrt£:.lG gots bJ.ackn..'ld yo;.a:f teeth 
tall out or your head. ;pooplo ~, a-C'.llr'VlnG in l·::is~issippi, ~'1d t.hoy are goi.n..3 ~::; ba uin.te 
ono~lt too .. rizht do~m the ~ck. Don't. tell roo t hat ycu A-'""0 ~r; doun to help us! beCJu:::~ 
you e.l4 0 s nvin& ~rourcelvoo. H3 3re proud o£ yout and lova you. ~n: i:. UOl'I""j l"7~G1l \J~ d:m't 
~~avo ti.roo to :ilial':o r.an~ • bec~oe that iD not the sncc c;roetinrt a.~~. 'lti:l hue EU11d kisn y~u 
• becou.sa t:9 love you.. n 

Here ·i~ t7hnt t snidt ~'1o J.as-e thine in t.~o mootmcr. bec..~u.se SO!'le people can.o i:.1 sL11s .. 
i.ng, end t..'G all snng toQJt.har1 nnd tho first t1m0 ~J>t tocethcr. The cnsis io p~st. ";: 
tl:inl~~.~----------------------------------------~=====--------
12.: "People MWJ boon ta.l.kin6 a rA)llt A'ro.erlca.ns, and ho~ t here is l'liOrG t.l'-~"'l juot tho bl.:lc:; 
:Jan1 tl problci:l. 3cr~~ey c.aid tlmt ue ~~unded lil•a a side 'bmch ot' people rrl..th aU of our 
cc~1 -;ti ntG. i>Joll, ~ n.."'' ell aic::.:~ blae..~ and t.hl.te, ~....:r~oo t-ro :u.-o f.I:'OO:rltl.a;r.s , ~~d trot rat 
OO;;tnrd on t ho ~creen h:w poisoned all of us. Tho -.:hole ~d cl.'"&Enad countey- !Ul~ ~ne to hell. 
a.'1d ~"'0 anJ the only on~s who C2.l'l oa-va it. Isn' t it sick •~en l~'ll M'"lO to eee an ii:'i•E;ro~ 
aittil'ie tocethar nt l unch nnd f eel t i'1at they aro ~..lspiciO'.:..., of us boc.Xlso 'Xl ars white? 
'l'hat is wey W are GOing dot-:»S not t:> help the Nogro,. but to get rid m of t ho::::a t:."UYS for 
:Ul oi uo. It io natural t hat theso t.t.U.nes should coma out , ooCAuse t hat hastnrd put it 

• 1 into cll . of us. 'I'h~t is ~:by t ho tra.L"tl.ne is a week lon.3 and not j uot 2 days . 1·hcn 11:e st:l.rt. 
to ~nt tosot.hcr rutd de:~d on e£!ch oth01• for our lives. t hose tdll Q-' ... !"..a;.;;?c~. 

I h~vo ooen assicnod to Greenwood. Grocn~·m:>d is a ~~ t u'Hil ~~r 1-i!Ds •• about 22, 000. 
Ab:>ut 60~ of who::'l .ara black. In is in t ho delta cotton a...~a, (Yaeoo niver delta. ed.) 
rit;ht fi-9A't door to En~h,d's county' t~ pl.Mtation. It has boon enG or t ha UOl"S~ larce EU"Ons 
for \1.olcncc1 and ~-hitoa t~vo o11ly juot bogun to work thCloo. Tho d.tu~t~n is 1!1Uch better 
t:1ero non, and oor1e hava actttal.J3 been roeiGtorod, ~ver t.l<to i'i~t. ~trations arou."ld 
the oourthc~a. 'l"'no r ocult. 1s that 11hi:tos "CzU.l. bo usod al-~ct ilXolnsiv-oly in t.~c city, and 
tlo~es "t-.'ill co to tho nci~h~rlnz plmlt.-lt1ons. l~st of t ho Atlan~ s::~ o£f1oe 1:s ruoving 
t hor-.:J for tho SUl'ilmor, :md it l'Jill bG tho contor for the w.'l-}olo dolta •. 

The :;inzinz 1~ jnot ~'"'ldcd. It is 2 A!~. !omrrov l'~o 't'li.ll talk about non-v-lolcr.ca for 
at loast. t..'lc mornin~. I think it is sai'e to say that 'V.~lo alnoct all ernbr:1cc it as a 
tactic, n.l.'rjont none bolievo 1.n 1t, as n t-my of l1i'o. In othor ~-orcl~, ~l-ten tho l1m'l str.l.ni:$ 
the club t hey do not tJt-4-"le bncke bu.t thoy hate him. 'lhoy do not tum the othor check 1n tho 
Christian Gpint. wt o~ as a wrq of s~ al1ve, £or thG tico bain{:. •••• 


