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I aa vritin6 to JOU reger4.1q a can:; pro;lect in Pler141u, 
H1s&isdppi which I think v1U intereat JOUo 'fhe 
coQmunit~ center which we have eatabliabed there ie 
e dAtparture f'rOlll CORE 'a tra<litional usage of non-
violent diroct actioo. It ia aa atte~~pt to ~t!ae 
lliUtdD b;y a. tte m;'tillG to .f'uli'i U tbe:a. 

Tho ccr.:mur..it;~ come- ~rogrUI 1• a part o~ the n.r-all 
Kiaoieeippi civil rightt stratec;:r ai&utd at th8 buic 
proble08 in that ~que atafe. ~o ~•t the oballenge 
Miuoieaippi pruen!!t all civil rights orgaDiutiou 
in the state have ted to fora a etote-wide organ­
i~ation ond prosrom in the Couoeil of federated OrSOD­
izatiollll whicll. includes OOJU 1 r:CC 1 lJA.\CP• OO:to &1114 
fi.!t,'-some locol &roup a aro\104 tlle etate. ~ ~14iaD 
co~ty center ie a CORI project within the ooro 
et~te progrpr;;• 



A1 though there is a treaeDdou oeed 1a tba tteri41aa u.& 
to relieve the hard p}Q'sioal hoi:e o~ ti w we do not baTe 
tlbe resources to enable the o.ater to aake a a if!;IUfiNUt 
nsceult on the probleaa o! ~.,ment1 aaDitation, 
nutrition, henltb and p:re"natal cere. :BUt OCRS Uld COlO 
feel hnt o oonter eaa helf

1
t::" the titbt aretem o~ 

lllos:;ro opr.roeEion, the stif of ideu an4 discll.Baion, 
&nd holp orouoe a s~it of atriviDs within the Ne~ 
COI:rluni t;ro 

Geekin to provide annuee or 11bougbt and ~ae:ioa. the 
SChl crr.ora !olt a llbr&r7 would haft to ~ 8 baaio p&rt or 
the oo'l!ll:unit7 oentn. J'roa u 1n1t1.al 500 booka prorided. 
b)' 'the r.cc book center in GreeJNood tbeJ ho.,e inorMa~ 
the llbrf!r1 to more thtln 10 000 voluaea, all data1osull4. 
!l'hey obtaino<! the ~tio;;I boolal b7 writ~ to the u.a 
o~ the cont-!'ibutora on the oartcma or tboir ori&i.bal. shiP­
ment «r..1 from n. CORE •aookD !or M1a.taa1w1• clrive ccmducte4 
in the: north . 'l'be llbrat7 haa • cir<:Ulation of 75-100 
woe~. llo bte tinea e.M ohare;ed because the 'bdrrovera 
arc too poorJ and, •• Rita put it, •11 aoaeone wants to own 
n bock tUnt badlJ i t 1a felt thttt it would help thea ~ 
thM it ,..o\tld. hurt tb.e llbJ.'e%'1•• Pl1lte built the bookalwlna 
with ... he b.elp or locul teeoasere1 ,.ou oaa aoe 1n the photo­
s:r phs thttt tbq used sectiou o~ lop tor the nrtioal obelt 
&u orto to ceve mone7 on ltlllber. Bita re~e that more 
ortca than not the llbro.r;r h&e the .. terial high ecJaool 
a~udents need tor their eohool aaeisnemente. 

Scturd.rlJ' e.Iternoona Rita oon4uota a eto1:7 hour !C# c~. 
In a4dition to rendi.De ~t lnoluct.e l1ateni.J:Ia to reoerda Ul4 
~~t laet week the oenter recei..t a oontribUtion o! 
ch.ild.ren 'a cnae• whioll Rita eqa were sre•t~ ~07M. 
With eerap m&teriGl. .trolll the a~ propu the chlldreD 
hnve been aald.DG puppet. d4 wu.l eoaa a11~ a pappet llhow, 
a:wch to their doUSbto 

In !oillrch Rita 4i&~onred that ttt.re vu oou~ble 
enthwlieoa &ll0lli6 the looal. vOMA aDd teeJ:Ia6e Prla !fllllt a 
Hll'ins prosra.a. Ovnins • ..., az.e .. 1a a rare a:periUIIN 
to'Z! the vo-n eo Rita ob..,he( four 84nf1.llg uohiva ~ 
the earth and .tr011 aa -.ueoeaahl aevirag ooopaoeUw 1a 
Ru1eville. JIOZ"thaaa b--.fanc.. Hnt Mterlal.. Ae etaned 
a. 4J.stri'b6Uon of tM uMrial IIIII MViq cleeaH t• thoae 
who a.eebd 1D.etrv.ot10D6 :a.o... et a l.uk ot M~al 11M 
1.1a1te each voii8.D to ou tn• • a ~ Ulll blANM. OftS' 
llO voman han rHein4 •t•hJ 8111 atl lM.et 25 ue val~. 
Mot ot the vo•n ... at.._.. •••=•• ._, MW tlo M-­
their ol1il4r81l bllt then ue &bod \Ia bee ... .--.ew•"J' 
boi.aa vorke4 em at th=• t,. •• •• .Aftao ~ ~ 
two aontha Rita pn • ~ te t\Na '*'- a:!;r!-' 
to red::11er to -rote ( &a un• tlbe ).aut alt 
area in Mteeillaippi lor ....... to=::-->. ia tM Mllel 
thAt the coarmn1 ty oent• o• Ul» till at _... .. wtl\1 .. 
to help theaaelvea. lftawe .. • lat. tnj 1.a 11M '• 



_,_ 

o! women cotliD6 in tor utarilll. but 11ha wolt ... 80011 
Dade up QS t e ides baoeae accepted 1D tha oomm1nit7• 

• proer .... to tre.iD adult& tor ohil. urn<M doba prvncl 
too d t f'f1cult but itita u now working vith a grogp o~ 
six hir.h sc.hool dropout& , )'OWlg UD 19 ODd 20 yeara old. 
'!'hey plt11l t dr ow# propam vbioh 1a not etrictly ac114ellio. 
I think it is intor~atinK that tho !irat thine the;r choaa 
to l'o•'k on wa.o speech and ael! a:l."Preaaion. .At the besino:lag 
or the proe;ra.m Rita Dade 8D aueaiUIIIt wi.tb thall thai; u 
t:hoy boc ne 'Lored th83' ware to say so rather than ;!Wit not 
coc.e t.oc >: . 

The center elso o!fere aoma r~oreation taoilitiaa including 
rcoc!:'d1, e pill(; .. on& t11ble which wu bu.1lt ~ teanagere 1 
t;nd ,juut plain lOUllfr& I!J.l8Ca . A pro~ to show !il.ma hun •t 
n~rted yu~ becHueo tne cen~er'a budget bas not bean aLla 
to covo~ the rental costs. The Sohverner. also bope to 
llue thti C-11'ter far parties in the future. 

The iollovit~ par~graph trom one of tbe Schwernar •a reports 
touohea on so~~ interesting pointe. •P&Joholo~callJ the 
oenter in filling a need amons the p.ople tor reaognit1on, 
for a place to come elld. tolk, tor sotHtb1ne; th&11 i.e fetr 
thom. At first there ~~~- some auapi.eion or u. aa wh1tae, 
but we believe that most of thia hAa paahd. Ber01"8 we 
cem11 tber~ h1111 bettn other workera in and out of Mar141&Dt 
a:nd tho pGOJ'lll ere Atl:rl.ous to 1m.ov th&1l ve 1nteD4 to atq. 
Thaj !oel impcrttlllt at lwvi.n& workers aoai(;lle4 to their 
ei t,.." 

Tho ~cbwernara hn:vo hn4 AA au&1llg l.ok of polloe inter!~ 
tor Hiesiesippi.. flio.lle;r .., .. •picked up• ODCe &Dd vaa arrested 
on r-:ey 4, but this wu in eonawetion dtll • eeleotiw bv;J1liC 
clllllpaisn (vhl.eb,_ b;r the va;,, 1.a aee.:riJ18 suoo .. a after ,1ut 
throe woalca) re~er thf\11 the commmit7 oenta. .l or~ na 
bunred on Aprll .2.4 ill trout ot a legt"o chuch1 the~ 
hnppcn&d to be At the ainiater•a b.Ofte at the tt.a. Jt vee 
the .Cirst eroaa burDed 1.11 JlleJ:i41a. J.D onr t1" ;re&N IIDd 19' 
end lerge Mor1d1m b.u me.iDt~ 1ta NPQ.tat.i.Oil fetr belDc 
tbe ao:Jt mode:::'ate ot tli .. i.uippi oirt... l'bia aihatia aq 
chanea aa the prop-u tbere i.aoludoe __.. veta Hp.an-tiaa. 
ro.l.l1aa and bo;rcotta. !fhaM ~ ue hiD£ WOII'b4 oe 
by H1lta and a SJOC worker wiU.1e lltla spelllb h1.l tiM at tba 
collliiUDit;y oenter. 

I think tbe oeoter otfera .... 11•-' poaa1b111ti .. t_. a 
photo-text ator:r and that 1' ia u ~ •to&7 M be 
tol.d 1n ita ow risbt. I • hopel'u1 • Oat it we rlA 
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provide a nee4ed balance to tho ~ co•euge of tbe "hzzrd• 
civil rl(;htc nan nuch &fl the atall-ta. Obeatar, C~ -
and t!le uauol run o! ~"daeiaeippi uv.. lleba1>e o! tactloa 
bea preeoptad oo IIIUCb clrtl rigb11a 41DOuaain that I tb'Dk 
t 11 ar.1dinn torJ could help toowa oa a:ore GUN!tanti" 
1acueo and e project that ia clearly oonatruet1Te. 

I ll!ou.l.d be ttnppy to p:::.-ov14e aJl7 ed41 tioual 1nt'oru.t1011 
yo • bt l!lltl 1n fJ.JJ:J' case I look !orvud to hearille 
!'rc:11 you. 

eno. 15 p otogrnph8 

lldward ll. Flo' l•""er 
nel4 CeerGt&.rJ 
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'lbe ecdlllnit)' OIDta' 1lh1.ch CCIIJI bu o!Jtab)Stbecl u kl'Wm, IU.a111111ippl 
1a a depart.lll'e tr• cal& '• U'aditicmal ue.co f1l II.CIII.'fioleat direct aoUCIII.e 
It 1a eat~ to ~~r-u .. DMdli b:J att.ap\!n& h t1lltJ.ll t11e1a. 'l'bo 
~t:r -ta' pr<IIJ'n b a IC" ot tbo ut•1llllia11Nippl oivil ri&bta 
.Ua\elf &aDd at 'be ba,i~< problaa iu that \IDiqQe etato. to Mo\ tbo 

oba"•P Jltaau~?¢. preama, all oivilri&hta crpnisaU.c:a• u the ata\e 
U... IIUW to t- a at~ ..,~:1.1&\l.CIII. 8114 s--.- iu tba CouDoil 

ol 7eclc'atecl Or,ganSUUCirls (~0) 'lllbicb iucludlt1 CCIIJI, SICC, SCI.C, UACP 
acl fitt/7-e- local &1'0\lPII aro* tba etate. the JfolriciJ.ID o~t7 ocw 

11 a CQ\1 p-ojac\ Yithin tbo <XI'O ata\e JII'OCI'-. 

Til. jut u .... mcmtha the J!c'141111 -ter hu beeQI!le the em~ t\lnotic:aJaa 
o~it:r ccter in the atah. :In Jc\1&1'7 ot thia ~ar J1ta and II1D 
s~ lll"''iTad in erid~ to .. , up tt. OaDter. '!o start 1t tbcJ 
ball a LJJM•tt.er, a dull:, a chair and u .... ot..~" .-ptr rocae. lliD, 
24; is a J_, 1961 &raduat.e ol CamellJ to 1I'CI'k in 141 .. 111111~ be laft 
bit ~ ob &I a IIOOial 1ICII'lalr at tbe B.la1l~C11 l!.a4.iaCIII. !Set\~t Hou .. in 
••• Yol'k cur. Bt• 22 '1NZ old '!lit• Rita b84 befJII teacMnc ID&lillb a 
South J..toa .l'CI1iar ll16h School att.er ber P'aduat1cm tra. Q'tiMIU Collaae 
in J1111e ol latt year. Yarld.tlc fer CXIIS em tba "'l'uk rCII'ca1 \M:r U1'll 
$10 a .._It .. ah pbll r- 1214 board. 

Altho~~&h lilllll'o 11 a tra.Dctou need in the leridi& &N& to relieft tz1e 
bU'Il pi'q•ical taota ol lite, w do Dot ha'l'e th. r .. ourca• to Gl&ble the 
-• too .U. a a~1t1omt uaaalt aa tho p-ob:a-. ot ~~t, 
MD.itat.iaa, nuflr1tiaa, bealth Cld pl'e""t'&Wl care. But CCIIa .ad. OCI'O lMl 
\bat. a oentar oz help break \be t.J.cbt qll'tea of Jleg~ oppreedan, tl» 
eUfil.illc ol 1dMa and 41aCW~eicm, 11114 bel'P arou.- & ljlirit ot et.ri'rlllc 
wlt.hi.o the l egro omaun'~· 

seeldDc t.o provid.a aTe1~~e• or t.ho\ICht. lll.d .... 81011, \be·~· 
telt. a libi'Q7 110~ babe to be a b&aic }lll't ol tbo o~1ty 01b1ta' . 
Froa • inUial SOC boob prcrrid.ecl b:J iobe SliCC baolt 011\ta' in ~IS •11004 
tllay bl'ftl inaroa.d tba library t.o Dare thaD 10,000 "t'Ol-•• a oaW.­
loplcl.. 'fblf Obtl11rl1ld tbat addit.!.mal boolta b,r vi't.ill& to the na.e ot 
the oact.ri))ut.ara em \be oart.CIIa ot the:l.r ar1&1Dal 111\1~' alld. trca a 
31 •aooa tell' llt .. luippi• 4ri.,.. GGDd~ 1n the DCII:'tb. 'fbi lib&'arr 
baa a oiroul.at1CII of 7S..l00 -.zk~, llo late linea &l'l clla"pd beoa'G• 
ttw be&'I'O*'I aro ~ poCII', and, .. Rita put it, •u •-cae .ate to 
a. a book tbat badlT it ia tel'\ tbat it WOIIl.d belp tbaa IZOtl t.bat it 
YOIIl4 bart t.he Ubr&IT'. llillit b11ilt t.be booltebelqs wltb the belt> of 
loe&l h ••CU"•I 1011. 0111 - in tbe pbotopoaphe that tbq 11814 •cticme 
ot lop tell' tbo ftl't.ioal lboU euppar\1 t.o a&'ft •1111ay Clll. llabar. Ut.a 
repc:rh t.Jat .or. ott. tba not the librarr baa tbe utarial b.lsh 1cbool 
at.uclante Deed. 1lbaD t.bq o- to cl~ their aobool uaiol-te. 

latllrdq attarnoacs Rita O«<duc\a e atOI')' boar tell' chi.ldren. :In eddiUc:a 
to reacUna U iDcludae 111\aDina to recCII'da md ~~ lut .. ~~: t.be Ollltel' 
reoei'nd a cc:at.rib\lUaa ol obi.ld:ren'e c-e 'llhich ltta ...,., .re peat~ 
II\1G1,1114. With aarap •\erial trcm t.be te"'I1Dc procr• t.be oMJdra U... 
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bea1 • k'na pqppata cJd will sooa stap a po:ppe' .a.t.. JllllOb too tba1r del1!JMa 

li1 ilarob lita dia11C1f81'ed that tbsre •• oanaiderable ea.th~~t~~ 81111& the 
local ,._ and te-ae airl.e far: • anin& procraa. Om1ng • D81J ctren 
ie ~ eJCperlllnoe far: the- ao Iilia o'>td.ned four -sna JDIIcidnas 
f'roa ~ nar:tb Gl4 froa en unaucoeaaful 1SII1I1.na oooperatift in llllerllle. 
ICIIl"\be:rn blllleteo\CIIl"a 1111t aat.ri.al. Sbll .tartecl a diat.rihgtial of the 
•teri.al and an1n& olusee tar: tboH wbo naede4 1netruot1011. a.cav.ee 
of a la11lt of •teri.al abe Umits eaob '!n:IIIID to me dress Clll" a sldrt 
and bloua. O'nlr 110 waeu have reoaiftd •te:1.a.l and at laaa\ 2S are 
'Ritin& for it. IIOst of tba 1'0IIID an a~ ~ beaau.e tbey bav. to 
bll near t.beir ob.1ldrea. bo.t there are ebo\1\ teo dreeeea parpetulllly being 
~laid Qll at. tbe "amm1ty CCIIIt.r. .t.D.r the firet - IICilthe of t.ba 
P"Oil'llll 1li\& &&'nl t...:.e u\er.i&l Qlll;r to thaw wbo attempted to rat ieter to 
T* OlariiU..In, the eli&~'• ae<lCIJci laraeet cit)', 1.a one d: the le~ 
difficult &rNa in lttaaiu1-ppi tar •egroee to regia\er) in tbe belief 
that "\he co.unit)' oen\ex em bel-p only \bQIICI -.be are w1ll1n1 to b.alp 
tbaaelTIII!e ::bore waa <111 inJ.b.lal orop in ~ oumbor of lOI'IIIll!n cCIIIIin& in 
I« Mteri.al but tba elaok 'IIIU aoCID ..0. ~ •• tile idea beaa• acospt.ed 
in t.ba c omit)-0 

A lll"OIP'Ia to uoa.l.n &;~alt.e for oJ:rll. sal'"fiQe jo'ba PTQVed too IU,ftiCillt bu\ 
Jlita 1a 110'11 li'Ql'ldq wi~ a group ol .~ h1ch acboo). dropcuta1 )'O'IIDK .., 19 
llld 20 )'lara old. I anmnxu'AJUWDjiKilJXW Th4ilr plm their 
01'111 p:ogrllll wbiob u na\ a\riotl;r ao8d•1o. I think 1t 1a int.erea\111& 
that the fir at thin& t :w,- oboN to 110%'k oa -.s ~~p~~eob ll'lll NU upre!Hiico. 
At the bqinnJ.na of tbt JII'OCl'llll Rita lDIIde an qn nt wUb tb• thet 1f 
tbt7 be- b«ed tllq -.r. to .aT 10 ratbar \baD jliP oct o- back, 

'!be CCil.~ar alao llf.tars - J"eorQt.im teoiUties inol.udina recorda, a 
Pin& 1)011& ta'bJ.. ..td.ah ,..., \lilt b)' tem• aera, aod jus11 plt1D lOimP 
apace. A proji7- 1.o ahow filaa bae not 1\arted yet. beOIIIH ~ oaotar•a 
b11d&a1. bes uot 'beoD abJ.. to llV'fV natal ocate. Tbe 8~1 elso hope 
to ua i.ba cmter fgr t.e.oa&wr•' part.iaa Jn the lll.t\IJ"e. 

'the tollowinc perqraJJb fre~a Qlle ol the S~s' repone to11Cbee m 
... Jnt.uaat.Jna point.. ""-7ohol01Poally tbe Olllltc ~ fillin1 a oead 
aoor i.ba people frsr ACOIJlit.ico, frsr a -place to ocaa and talk, f« 
ao•t.ldn& that is frsr t-., At !irat tber• Yaa ea. wap:l.oioo ot u.e u 
wbitee, but • biiU.ft tnat _, lit thia hae ~eed. Defore • 01118 
there bad bee other li'Cit:iasr11 in aPd oat. lit lleridia1a aDd the people are 
CIXioua to mow that ft inteo4 to Ita)'. 'fbq feel illpGrtant et havJ.na 
1101' kau aae1 ENd t.o their oit)" • • 

'fhe Sgbwz'ure haft bad m UIUin& lack lit police intar!ereoae frsr 
Jlial18s1ppi. llicUr,J _. "p:l.c:Dd up" QllDe m4 waa arrested oa 1111)' 4, biA 
this WU 1n cc:llUOtiOD witb a Nl.ectift bo;rinc caapaign (llbiab, b)' the 
Wllif• 1a uear1n& sUC~oeas attar juat t.llne .. a) ratbor thaD nth the 
-UD.ity oeater. A oroae 'AI bumacl CD AJI&"il 24 in froot ot a Bep-o 
ohlll'cbJ ~&~a bappmacl to be at tbt Jliniater•a hcaa all t.b. 
t.*• It. 1IU t.ba !Jrat rstOIII lJui'Md in ller:idJ.Im in qvar Uva )'lara. B.:r 
aDd l •ae lleridim bas w.tntaintld 1\1 reputatioa frsr boin& the _, 
aocSerat.• lit M1eaiuippi citiea. Tbu s1t.11a't.1oa aq chao&• •• the J"El'• 
tba'a mcl'Gdn aare mer raairtratico, ralli.aa and bcJ.rcot.t.a. !!Ieee 
procr ... are 'beina 110l'Pd Clll b)' llika 11it.h help tr• aenral 1ocal ~ 
wb1lo lit.a IJIII)d.s Ml ~i-. a\ the cwwut)' oeaw. 


