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:• ,Come now, you who sey , "TQdc..y oi: tw.orrow ,ic will i;o into such nnd 
such a t.own -:nd spend n yeo.r there nnd tr()de and get gain 11; whereas 
you do not know c;ibout. tomorrow, !-/hat is your liie? For YQU ure '"I 

mist ttct appo.:irs fCJll o little time and then v~iahes , Inateod you 
ought to ao.y, "If the Lord willi:i , Ml aholl live and we shr.11 do this 
or th t ." J.:uuee 4:13-15 

Background of tbc Hlt~ieeburg Project 

The CornmiiJ3ion on Relig i on md R.-:1ce (CQR,Jt) est:,bliahecl by the Oni.kd Prosbyt.,x ·.i.m 
Genercl As.:ieir.bly in 1963 choso llotti e oburg , Ui331&3ippi for .lrl intsnslvo c;.mpdgn 
of voter r~g:iatr~tion . Ratti~sburg w.:.s chosen b~couse of the high lovel of Ilogro 
1~od~rship thero , and boc~Jae thore waa o history of sevure discrimination againat 
Negro reg.iotr.ints in Forrest County , In 1962 thoro •Nre only ~welve rogi:itored 
.Negroes . Tb.en temporc.cy injunctions og;:inst th,;, Rogistr;tl:' of Forrest County ware 
grE1I1t.ed by a feder..l court . Theso rvquired th~ H"gistr.ir to end cort:dn dlsc!'.lrin:,. 
tory procedur\3s, ,.nd :>.dd-.:d 42 Negro appllc.mts to the r oles. !1nny Negroos weru 
afr·.id to rcgistor lust t,h,.;y loso tholr jQbs . 

'Iltls project !i,,gan on Jo=cy 22, 1964 when 51 Pre;,byt,CJ'ir.m ministlll's C:ll:I" to 
Ha.ttiesburg . The str~tcgy onllcd ~o:r tho.;so re,.;n to work coopc:r.i.tive.ly with ths 
Council ,of P,;,dorated Org;mi.zntiol'IS (COFO), which includes such grou,tlS M t;ho Student 
Non-violent Coordiroting Comm. (SUCC) ond thu Coclgl'Clss or Raehl Equnlity (Cam) . 
Tho J.uo.der or the proj.,ct is ti,o Rev, John C=on. Jahr) .is :: Nogro, a nctiv"' o! 
He.ttiesbur.g. During successiv" weol,<s new Will)lS o.r ministers c::lll)e from nll part.a of 
the oaw1try to pa.rticipat.o, including r.icn J'rqm otb;:r donOQinotions • ( Two Ca~olic 
priests p..rt:i.cipo.tod tho wek -we WI..N there . ) The work inclu4ed C'.'J'IVasains Negro 
noighborhoods , onc~~:Lng Negroes to rogiat~ r , ·md oxpl;uning thic, ragistr;t-W.on 
proc<:durcs , Also, thv ru.n;l.sto;rs r.rui COFO pcreonn1Jl t'ormcd a picket lino ot the, 
County Court Hous9 , c;:;,:Uing atturrtion to discrmi=tion . Ov..:r 7(¥) lfogrocs h,,vo 
att6npced to register sinco th" ?roject began , 

The 1{:!.nnasott. Delugct ion 

A~ tho :linn&JSot'.I Conteronce Qll Rulision :'.11<1 1lace in Febl'Ul'.N tho Rov . Tarn Zlll¥>k or 
tilenwood iQ~w,d :i. c,;ill lio the Pre:ipyt.e r :iru) dulcgntei i;o !01:111 a tc::r.i to !!poru:\ ;,. we,;,~ 
1n H::i:~tle aburg . Sevcrnl indl.c ,tt;td int\ll'est, rt.ltlulting in five mon who '1-rore :'.b).o to 
go . Besidus TQm the group included Ea F-reeman of 1ll.bovr Leko, K.nqx Se"tton of Who11ton 
Russ l'ilJ.otson of \lendell and Doug Snmpson of llilnk.::to. ile 1zai, hhtl st.rong support or 
0111' Synod Exc:.outiv", Robort Caine . Knox bug.:i.r1 colluctlng tho r"st of us 1:1s soon ~ 
h.1..s sernce wn.s coopluted on .\.prll 12 , :md 1'113 headed tor :ip,ttiosburg , 

Arrivll.J. 1.n Hattiesburg 

Just before loo.Ying Hinncsota we, learnoct t.hc.t 44 parsons hiJ.d been ;u;-rustod .in Hat­
ti.,sburg !01· violating a picli:eting 1-:>.w ju.st -,n.:i.cted by ttw ltississinp;L St'\tu Logis ­
lature. Th"" nuo.t'<.\r wv got to H.:i.tti~sburg th" oore 1.pprchunsive we bec;:m,o. Puring 
th<.l l;i.st 90 ruiJ.es from Jackson wu "'-l'"'- .tcutoly 1wzye of C:)1'1! th 0 t npp,nrad tor '\ 
time to ba following 1.15, lfc,_ uxhibit-,d SOJ~c oxcaption.-u.ly ce,rc.(\u. drivinil; ! . • ta triod 
1.o bolster our morcl.o, reeling vocy riuch M ali.:na in .:i. st.r.:?.ngo l:md, u.ncert:nn :uid 
uneasy nbout e.iqJorionces th .. next few holl.I'!I 1)1.j.ght bring , 

',to :u-rivad in liattivsburg .1 little 'lftor evVtJn o' clook Mondc.y n.t&ht . lie wrc w:imly 
gr ~otud at tho OOFO ho:i.clquartors '.Ind diroetod :ioross tho 3troot to tho ti;ini.st.cro' 
P:roj..,ct hi;adqu:irturs. 'le ~re aurprisud to d.iscovcrr· .:.bout illteon othor p'l!ltor:i 
thor" frOJ;1 Uow York, Ill., Ind. , Punn . , K:m. , OklchO!!'.a ·:nd Ctlif , I al~o found the 
m.:i.t.t.cr of f:.,.ct attitude o.C Ro~ort. Stone , a COR!IR st1',C'i' 11Milbor, ren.ssuring, RQ'tt~var 
t.11.o "s<l..!'uty in nuoburs 11 feeling of !'inding so nmy others wn.s in pm c,'.i.m:ol~d out 
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wh~n we le....rnod th.3t ill tho bunks wore t".kcn in thv Project he3dq~rs , nnd thnt 
we would bo stcyins with Negro .fcmilios, :lo w.:,ra wnrnod to t:-.ke cabs to tho homos, 
as wo .rould run loss chru}ce o:f oncountoring the police . At tho time I would hnvo 
proi'Orrod tho rol.etivo socurit)' of tho ho:idqu".rters , but our stay with fomilios was 
one of tho richest experiences o.f the week . Tbnt night it W3s not decid/3d whether 
or not 'Wtl would boJ picketing the rext dey , so we retired thc.t ni{;ht tired !l.fter n 
long trip, lroen].y UW/\l'8 of being str&1gors to Hnttiosburg, and uncorttln about what 
the morrow would bring . The discovery o.f s-ugu in the gns tank of Knox's car the 
next naming contirmod thr.t tho enthuJ1i..lstic joy with which our Negro friorids greet­
ed us IQ.S not she.red by everyone in 11.:ttiesburg . 

A New Strategy Develops 

Tho next morning ~ur hr.eving been giv"n n good brvakf!lSt by our hostess , wo m,;,t 
"1th the other m:lnistors to m.."\k<. pl.Ms for the daY. Herq w.:, mot John 0.,mcron for 
tllu .first tine . John w:i.s one of th" eif!;ht ministers !ran th\l Project who hnd been 
jrued; hu nnd four others h3d beun ba.iloJd out . 

Rob.,,-rt Stone reported that tho CORAR stD.ff he,d inat-ructod us to rofl"n:ln fran picket­
ing , ns n test cn.se h:i.d btJon ostii.blishlid .ilro~y . Some felt n SJ\Jall picked line 
should luvv bo1Jn mnintnined for t,h,., sclro of rnor:\l.v in thl.l Nogro comrnmity, csr,ccicl. ­
ly since :i. sma.ll picket lino thv pr.;vious dey hnd not boon :ll'rostod. However the 
:i.dviev of COIL'Ji was t,'.\kon, 

.l., CN.IC to ro~o c nuw cb~J J•:ngo nnd or.,ortubity hnd boon prosontod by tho =osts . 
This wcs to <-atnbllih bends for those nr..\'llSt.cd . On Tuond:i;r tl'I.I.> prisonors were tr~­
sfori-vd f'roo th" County -fllJ'lll-to the city jro.l whoro they w;iro sogrogo.tod . At this 
point bond .w:i.s posted for tlw throv white; nuni.stvrs who h1ld reoci:nod for morale pur ­
poses . Thoy exp,,.1rionccd c :f.'ull Ja,,csuro of ho!)tilit-y froa othor white prison0rs in 
tho cit-y .)311. The N"gro juvunilos woro rvlo"-!lod into th<3 custody of tin ir p-.ronts, 
lar.ving 2.S Nogroos i.'! j~, U'\Ch ncodiog $1000 prop.::rty bonds to b" rolo:,.sod . Hol 
\fulf, cttorm,y- • f'or tho Ai:10rioc.n Civil Libortios Unio1;1,-visitod all of th- , 0 .nd 
reported thr.t their inorcl.o -wr.s good, but t~t we should got tho~ out , 

Tbis prcsontod -. lll,'.jvr chll.l.longo, for proport7 1-1:'.S worth on]y i,ts t 'lX ASsossod 
v:i.l=tion for bonding . A homo th.-.t uight sell for J//)00 w--.s worth $650 for bonding . 
Also , tho s'llllc proporty could not be used for rnoro t h."UI enc p:,reon . To got .,2500() 
mon.rrt. inVolving l:l.rgu numb..rs of pooplu in thr, Ne.gro ccmnunity who prior to th~ 
-timo h.'.\d novor i,::,.lron_ p,:-.rt in tho voter rogistr•.tion ce,nptign , Sano of us ,-10nt out 
c:i.nv::'..BSing pooplc in th~ Nogro c011ll!lUnity, '\liking thon to ,ut up tr.oir proporty for 
bond. Thu rest of us stood by 'lt the, Shor±rf' a office. It took ""\IS two days to 
ol:i.rify procodu.= . :i.s wo got dif'foront storios .frao the s horii'f "!Ild his doputy . !ve 
triud i;o fit propexty togothor to lll,,'UCCI ,)1000 without going ovor for o•.ch porson . 
\fo f:innJJy got tbe mt pieco of p:ropert;y fivo ninutos bvforc tho sher:if'f 1& office 
closed on Sc.turd 4 .y, 111. didn't Wl'.JI!:. nnyono to bo the:r,e -:wor tho w110koru:l, pnrticulcr­
ly :ia:wonc by himsoli'. 

';[;; bollivc thi3 W:\S ~ C10st :tigni!icl!lrt. unde:rt,Jd.ng . It provod to the Negro oanmm­
ity thnt thoy could do this . It J.m;·olv;id -. whole now grour of poop1.c in tho tl{\vc­
ll\Cnt, =ny of thosu bonding prororty for p"rsorls thc7 didn rt ovon know. 

It w::,.s ~ thrilling wcpcrionce to w-,,tcn t.nosc poo"lc cane out of jci.J.. Soz:,o wore 
60 •.nd 70 yu:i.rs olci. EVGry P.:,MOll told how _filthy thc jnil wr.s, h01; terrible th,:, 
foO!;! r.s ( wh .. n there "".9 food. 1-t ill.) ; yi;t witlt = vcicc the expressed their 
willin&11oss to go ri.ght b,,ck into Jo.il if it would i'urtho:r tho strugslc _for civ-U 
l'ights . Ono woimm w,,.s :recognized by the j~ilor, :md ~!rod i.f her 1.'-,.thar h.1.d not 
workud ct thu jill , "He w;,.s ". .;ood ~n," ttw J-.ilor s'l,i.d. Sho replied, "Ho is 
still ~ good. m:i.n. Hu Just w.i.nts hill f:ruvdcci now.'' 
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T}'h..: Court!' ·.on-, 

On ::ru ... sd"'.J' the Fedoer•.l D.istric!c Col!?'t conv ... n~d for . hc,".ring in 1,hlch 'l'h1)rcn Lynd, 
the Ro,;isLr•.:r of forrust County, w~s tho r.lcfend•.nt , The J1JSticc Dop•.rtrnont w·.s 
o;ppu'U.iIJg ror •. pernu.'lunt injunction -.g• .in~t Lynd for discrinin•. Li:.; "'.g".inllt Ne,;ro 
!lp1,lic•.nts, This 1r .,T.ntud, 'WOlllJi open Lho w-.y for nppoil'ltr.:,Jnt or " foder".l rel'er­
c-~, to whc;r., Noi,TC>CS could "'.p•,e,".J. if they felt t.hoy WC!'G turlled down unjustly . 

Siav..,r'1.l of us ,-.ttondcd tho tri:u, '>lld TUL-sd-,y night Jolm Do'.'.?', the •.tturnoy for tho 
Justice O.:.pt. , offOT<ld to till< with sev>Jr•:l of ua, 11a pointed out th.".t t.her.i ".I'O 

i'i"\nil \.roYS lloi.-ro ,i.r,plicants .M>,Y be discrimin..,_t~d ".\l'-inet: (1) Office Protwduri.'!I . 
Doput.ys would ;;iv ... r~i;isLr .tion .l'ormn to wlt:l.t~, but would tell Negro-?s they .-ould 
h,'.l.ve to conre bc,.ck 'Whun tho rcgistr•.:r lt~.s tht..re. (Since the Rei;:!.str'lr is -uso Clork 
of tm County Goul't., ho is out of Lhe office "consicler•blo ·r.1ount of the til!te.) 
(2) S t.ricter policy on ooi±ssions on th ... .ron:t. llo,irO~ w:Jrc l'~.ilod for .r.'\i.Un,g t.o 
sign in ·.11 t.ho d<--sign'\tod fl!\C~ on thu .!'om.; whites were not. so r.1/; ·rou,;1-y tn.•.t­
ed, (3) S.:lection of Conctit.ution::l se~ti~n . Tho registr•tion 1'om requires th t 
:i. r,erson copy '\lld thon intoi-prot ,. -soction of thu llississi.-.,,i Constitution . 'ihitl.ls 
rocoived soot.iOl'la e•.sier to Ulterprot . Durin;; one sz-'U\ of tino 20 ::.it of 31 Ne _;roos 
receivod one section (,. r•thor difficult one , ) During tho s= t:ilno s;>rm over 400 
whitoo ripp1iod; not. one received th • L section . .1 st".tistia~ tostifkd tl-t•t th,] 
1,rob"'.bilit:;y ot this occuri.ng b;y ch....ncc (the doi'cnse•-s contention) w-.s one in~ 
billion billion billion . L".tor his testimony -w:cs thrown out 01' court by the judge 
buc'.1.use the st:i.t.isticu l'o~ U!'lud h:,rl not been de\•elopod by-tho -st'ltistici:m 
pc,rson:w.J.;y. (4) l/hites -were ofton given c,.id, ~1hiJ.., .Nogr,;e-s •roro t old no helr of 
~..ny kind could be ,;j.von. (5) Gr'J.ding of '..!l!JWU'l':l co'Jl.d bu vwry disoi,im:l.n•.tory . 

AtLornoy Do~.:r brotJ$1it. .l'Oi'ty wit,il~sos to tho st:-.ntl, P-irt of thesu ,rorv ,roll oduc".t­
od Nugl'001! who woru turnud down; the rest •,,ore poorl;; udU£~.tod, often illitor·te, 
whites who wore rob'istorod voters. 

Thu d:\y tho triti bog:-.n Dov filod •. so:,or•to ".PJlC:U with the Cil'cuit Court in }Jew 
0rla(Ult! which if !,l''.Ultud will .e.dd J50 Nogro vot<Jl.'s to the rolls of Forrust County. 
He wna hi./;hl.Y S\IT'port.iv" of tho Uini.stc~• Project, '\nd s-d.d he hor,,.>d it woul.d c,:,n­
tinuo till -the gov ... mars uloction in 1966. He £-llt the µ::-osonco o.r oin:isters :;·wo 
lll.'l.!IY Uugro<Js tho oour~a to ".ppJ.y-, 'Uld even if turnad do~m by tho P..egi!ltr".l", 
thruu(:h court '\Ction thosa who ".l'" qcliliud "will bvcomu voters . Hu felt 1000-1500 
No~o vcrtor• wou.ld rr.'lk<1 •. rucJ. di.ff.,r,ncu i.n H..•.ttiDsburi;. 

Th.., t.ri.11. for Lynd is not. yut compl."tod , It ~wuts more <rvid.,nco to bo filt:,d bt 
tllu Justic.:i Do~. -.nd thim tho Jud;;<i I s ruling . tl-.ny do not think Judi;c Co.x 'Will 
1or'Ult tho injunction. (He is l'omor law (l!'.l'tn<)r of Son . ::0 .stl•.nd.) l!,:,wuvor '\ 
high-,r court likol:,r will, John Do,u- >2'!l'lled our grl'.!"\tost ruspoct for his dedi.c'\­
tion :i.nd patient rx,rsov.>ra.nco . :c l""'.rnc d saaothinS i':rom hin in boing T''ltient 
in l'l'1lStr,tin& cirournsl.'.l..rtcos • 

.le wore it;rrossod wi.th th" le 'l.dors i in tho NUi;J'O cor:ununity ih Hs.ttii,sburg. One 
of.feet of ,,la.cing property bonds for ~hooo jn.ilou. w,,.:; to on1i,;t the ciddlc cbs 
lo.lrlurshir, in '\ t mgiblc W'IY, £".I'ly in th& wat.k • gr~p of .,rouinent llQgrQ(:s 
(pr,;fossi.oruil :md business .,.aoplc) not •.nd docidotl to ll}ll)nly sttincrt. th, £):-eudou 
moVQtnont in lhtt.iusburg, Frid.~ ni.;ht Jolm C~oron 'll'?'mgod for ua to :::icot 1-rith 
thon, ~ w, h-.d "\ th oroughly doli~h'Lful t)VCnirJs. Thia group is in~ort".Ilt, bOC.'.J.llBO 

they c:in '14d mn.tl.ll'i.tJ :md w'....sdot:1 ('1.11•1 oqu..tl c0t:1mttrnont, I b(:li1:vQ) to tho ZOP.l ,-,f 
,Youni;or llugroos . U the tir.lo ccr.ios when c=ic Lion is rvst,or,.,d bct·,oon th« white 
'lntl NnZ" ·, """""'nitfoq 1 L ••1.ll 1ik<J1Y ho thi~ ,;roul' af non wh, will h" -irw'll.irud. 
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Froedon lloeti.Jlcs 

iF.v.,;rr O"t!lni.ng- :!. !'rood~ owotin,:; w1,1; held in ,_n;i ,r the h..-..lr dozen Nogro ehurchos 
which octivol.y sur,ort tho t:toveracnt . Th1, nootil'l;;s bog-ui with the singing ot free ­
dom so.l'\gs. 'l'h<in one of Uie COFO le:.dcrs woul.d e-.11 on virious ~oplo to spe:-,k . 
Ueur .ilT <me l)t' -J.1. of I.I!' wi.,re 'lSkOd to sp.:,o.k. 'l'ostir.lonios of f•.ith "\tld eour'\go 1-101'8 

given b7 those who hod beon• .in j,";il . At one r.:uottn.; n pl"ln of polltictl '\Ction wr.s 
given for set.tins up :,elit ie-...1. Jl'.•.chin .,r:, p,•.r::llol. to the Deoocr-itie p..,rty , to cill 
ntt~ntion to the f"let th"lt tho Deuocr,tie r.rtY does not reprc:sent the llot;roos of. 
Mi.$$il1Sippi , COFO 1.ocders fr om oth(.r pl oeos C1!:18 in to l'Cport on other -,.ctiviti os 
in tho st-to . 11n uconor.u.c boyco tt of sogr..,g,itod storos WM ur .;cd . As :,rot this h1:.s 
not beon orgnni.zod sufficiontl:, to bo e-f:fecti.vo , but it h:IS ooen on affective 1'/Gl'.pon 
in othe r liisllissi,;pi corai;iuni.ti <>e. 1-i.:m;Y tlnes :Lt w--.s ropeotod, 11Tho whito =n und<.-r­
st mds only tw-ci things : the l>al.Lot :md tho do1L,r . " 

I wos impr«ssed with. tha spiri.t of thos.., froudcm t1oc:tmea . Thora wcs :real zocu -md 
dotomin_".t-:Lon t o chn.nJ3o unjust p~tt erns, ,md yot no bittorn oss ()I' h.".tre d. }.gr>.in ,'.\l'!d 
~in it wns oraphasizud t.b::t the>Y woro working t o £reu whitos "-9 well ~ Moo-oes 
fl'ora tho fo:u- rtnd int 11:lidc.tion which &riJJS t.ho south. i:Nocy L1oeti:ns_ w~ cl oaed 1dth 
the singing of 11;lo stitll Ovcrca;ie . 11 It w:is a mmrin!;_ ~rionoo to l ook -.r=d tho 
circle and soc rainistors ".nd priests fron :u..1_ ovor thll eountr:, , tlogroEis young •.nd 
ol.d, sctia only -. fuW h{>urs out of jail, j oining togothor in this t:-.ngible -wr;y whicll 
s}IT.lbollzed a much dooper IJilij;y . /\£tor si:nging frm:r versos 0ithor .., rdni.stor or 
priest wou 1d be- asked to prey while t be rost hua::lod, "!nd then one fintl -verll e would 
bo sun& . 

Church Pct.toms 

0-.ly :i few of the rJo.:;ro Churchos :md ainiators in fhttiosburg have actively support~ 
od the f'roedc.ra covoment , s~, ,,pril 1.9 th uro 1-er-0 aev un oinistera :,.t ttxl Project , 
the rea t h•.ving cone hroo o-i.rlier in tho wok . ,le wore ".11 ~sil;nC!d by John On.-:wron 
to be in J,e170 Churches . S0t10 of us went to Churches which n:wo i'ull:, sup;,orted the 
covei;:ont . A couple of us WO"nt to 6hurches which lllVO not , I W:'.S invited by •. WCl:IM 

to eo to hor Church, which bod neVur 11.'ld ~-oinistor fr0r.1 thc1 Pr'.ljoct . I W'\s undo 
to f.eul most welccoe ot thi.o. Ohurch. ( I doubt if I 1 d be ... n very wel come in ":!JT of 
the white Churches of. H~ttiesbur5 . ) 

Tho p~tor of th:ls 6hurch t'!.)Jrod t c ho b<Jfor" tlw se--vice , !lnt1 e:-"l)~izod th'\t while 
th:ls Church hl'.d not oponod its doors t o fro-idCQ =0tings , he h'ld tnught rum ;-irQ:i.ohed 
for yo;:,.ra th~t poopl.e sh ould bG ~ctive in t he fre edan J:lOV<:lmOnt. Ho tallrod ~t length 
about the debts an tb" Church "\lld on bis own person".l pr oporty, 'Ind it wes cl.o= ho 
W::!S a:i'rnid of economic pl'vS'3uro if tho Church opon],y eu-iporto.d the r.iovtmant . Ho in ­
vitud Cl8 to pro::.ch , wLich I did, ap~izini; the neod for ;'eOple to involve them.­
al.eves in the !'r"edom moVOmont out of ~ Chl"ist .J.,-.n conte;ct; . After ruy soror.m the 
po.stor rec'l.pitul.".tod my 01,roun very "1ccur 11taly, '\11d then ~.ddod, "Of cc:,urso he h."-l!n1t 
tol.cl you c.nything I hn.wn I t t old you we 1dy. 11 The w,,ra:in who h-.d invited oe t old 
me on the way hCl:\O tlttt this wn.o not true . The pnator hr.cl n<..-ve:r before sru.d MY­
thing :,.bout mv olv oment in tho struggle f or huo.'.l.11 ri!jhts. t·q aorracn, aho said , 1,ro.s 
th e first ocooaion in th at Church whoa pe:cple b".d beun ura'-d to ro i;istor t o vote . 
Sbo c.ddod th :it ·nlY cno purson b..:;iidu burso lf bncl c.tto1 .. pted t o roi;iitter . 

Thie })Ct.torn , in which u pn_stor or 6 nurch is afrni.d t o be cot10 iave>lwd, is one 
ru11son why the church inits tr~uiticncl. f :rp is l oain/.i its hold on sor.ie 0£ tho toung­
or t<>oplo . l think ruiother p:,rt 0£ this ia th'\t t ho kind of r.;li,;i,:,n ox:-ros'iod is 
no 10Il{;cr rolovMt t th.: eit~tion in which th..,y find themsolves . For aono r .'\tions 
wbon tharo npfOlll'Od n. h pc ,£ ch:incin(; :myth.ins in this world , c the,,logy which 
om,mMizod th o rcwl!l"de .£ heaven had r.ie.:u,~ f ,,r :io ,,le . But ll the,· l u3y wbic!l seys , 
11Be patient r>.nd -you will b<- ro~od in heaven , " is n t mti".ningful t o people who 
nr o wc=in;; buttons thc.t soy, 11Frcodu:i NO"!! u 
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I d n~t duny thu week vf thu Spirit in ,my phcc, but tho cariomity Jf p;,rsons 
gathorcd tq;uthi.r in Froodcm r...: .. t1n.;s in thea c:vean~ seemed to t.1e m,,r., outhcnti­
caJ..ly tho Church U=i did th•• c~a.mity to wncr.1 I pr\ .. achod Swid.'.ly m rnin(! . I 
~hlnk ~ treimurid •US tl:tuolo~1.c,il. i't:spor13:i.bfilty is pl:?.ccd ;;n Cl(.;n like John Cimor-::n, 
who =t nn.int::1ln a Cb.ris~ian contux.t f,.,r the r.iovur.iont :md c=.--.un.ico.tc o r0l.ovont 
thor.lot;;Y. I think it wutild undurcut both the Church and tho froodcn movoncnt if 
pooplo fu-..l thoy must choos<:> b..:tweon then . 

OUr inl'um:i.tion about the Cllu.rch ln thu wl:utu c=-.7.lllity is Cl stly second h3.Dd. Tho 
only whit~ cluq!YJil.'.l.[I with wham wo h!ld diroct ccnt'lct w::.s the Rabbi, wh.:> :inv:!.t<!d sc,mc 
of 1,IS to his h= ono ovonin(; . • Ho has bocn i:n H::tticisburg s1.nco August, 1.nd :;p:;nt 
m~st ~f his lif.:1 in GoI"!!lallY. He s11us sooo d=;;orous p.:u-,-,.lluls in Hissiasin,·,i t-:> 
Germany d1.1r:uig ~ho rise of Il,u;isn. !!.is prvrlocossor wns native in ci•ril ri._;ht3 
:i.ctivitios, so cuch so th,'lt r-,st ~f t)1e Jewish ccncunity boyc;r,tted tile 5yn'li;Oi;OO 
the 1..-lst thruo yer.rs he wcs tnc:re . The Ti.'.-.bbi kstii'iod to the ;;ror.t fe:'U' th...__t 
.:;rips too 'White cor.=ity. One Ju¼i.sh businossmn wcs driven out of bU.siness bo­
cnuso -,t nn untrue rui: ,r th"-t he h/>.d contribut-c.-d to the NAACP. 

The Rabbi felt the best hope for est:'lblish:ing coc;muni~ti, ,n botwe.::n white ~ Nei;ro 
w.>.s ·thr ,u,;h th" Churches. He repnrtecl th:lt the!'e wru. o. c;rnw:l.na concern nr:,r,~ oc.r•a 
c;f the white pest rs, The uhite ccn:iunity didn I t expect the i!inillt.ure I f'r·Jject to 
c,ntinue, The .fact that :l.t h'\d !~reed s .ce to re-w:u.U:!te the <>itunticn, The R.s.bbi 
was: hupi.ng to r.eet With ther.1, "-Od thou.;ht th'.l.t U the pastcrs c:,f the influential 
ehurcwa could ra.v .. very cmrefully .:ind to,:eth.:r I grc.dunlly th.e lines ~f c,,111m.mic~ -
tion oight bo op,;ned up. 

Sor'P Pers nnlities 

11 \;hite cr.llu,,o tc'.l.cher. This n.?.n is c. friend f n fnculty r:emoor nt linnlmto 
St'.\tG C"lluue. Ho t ... :,chos at n. c .lleai:;o in l1issis,ippi wh.i.ch is SOi".I"JG,"..tec. He 
told us he: has boon ;i liborr.l since ho Wets .::lcvcn, wt11m a 11hH,o oon oo~t hin fer 
c;;o.llini; n l"C81)0ct<sd Na_:r::. 1151.r." Hw is tr .. ing t, iJ,n,ianca tho rdnds of tho y~uni; 
pe ... plc 110 tcnchos. He h:'.S c<>nploto •1c:ulomic fro.;;dxi; hll h"-8 t..:1'.l_~ht the Civil ' =, 
not the \lnr Betwaun -i;ho St'\tos . Ho bollcv.:1s ii,- 1.10 ef thuso studonts havu ~ i;µm­
ness t~lich their p..'\l'On"ts d·· nd hav". Hu is not nfrl'.id t·· lQSu his job, bet;cuse 
ho c;in i;ot :-.r,,Jth<Jr; but ho fec,ls his nost signi.fic:mt a, ntributi •n is thr,.ur.h 
to.'\chil'.1E, r,"ther tlun in rn..-tldni:; o. public statcnont which might jeopar,dizu his 
positi.cn. Hc did say he w uld -w:'.J.k <'Ut Clf hi.'! Church if it over turns aww arcr 
Neg .oe ~'ho c-0ni.l "th~ru t-;.. worship. He t, ld u:,1 ,r.ny ~f bis friends nru du1ap).y c;~,n­
csrnod ,'lhout the 11pclica stcto 11 l..:lwa beina em:etod by the lli.ssissi pi Ie,.:blaturu. 

A lk,,r<" nrm, 65. This m."'.n c:-.r,o. t 110 with tw~ ?,,pers. Ono 'IC.S =. letter nomin;: 
him mi t1 bcn<.flci.:>.ry tc> 0 .n ost.,te w rtn n~ru th.-m !:>J.00,COO. Tho;; •Jth~r W:>.8 n c flY 
cf ::. lwttcr fl" ,ra. a white acccuntnnt to the in~uranc~ c·;m,pimy, s::i;rSnt; th•.t t.his tv'.ll 
ho.cl Rf;r(;lo(l f ;r hi:, to <>.Ct With tho pm;or f ntt~rm,y. Th..i accr-unt::.mt. snid h.lJJ fuc 
would be 25% of tho Jr. ,ss ~st::te Md 10'/4 ,f the invostr.10nts. 11c h'ld ul.oacly 1:12.d<J 
plans for invest.in,,; tho rni,qoy, -..n,J WP..S c -ming .JV-0:- .. b!l'.'.t 1.vcnin,J t h'Wc the Ne·;r.1 
si-t,.'l'l tho papJrs givin~ hin power f ,:.tt ,rney. This Ncero nan was illitc,r'\to (one 
sf tha fow il.lit&rate flol.T:>ea I cJt) o.nd -i-ro,s not suro h,. should si,;n. I took tho 

~an f..'.) s~e ':lf the busirurss 111,adars in tho Ne.::;r:, c ,r,nunity, :url thuy :i.dvisud hi::l to 
siG" nothing until he hnd t:'llkud with 1n nttorney ha c?uld trust. '.!'hey :in.de plans 
to tt'.k\3 hit, to Jnclawn, "here ho c Uld sev •·no of tho three No ·r.:i ,'.\ttnrneys in 
l!is-issi:>pi. P.,rh:'!.p~ tha nccoll?!t.'lllt h.1d tho c,~,plt,te host inter.,sts •,f this n;;.n 
nt hen.rt., but with -so r.-iw 1:iw--.f<)rs :iv:i.i11ble "h, C'\n bo trusted b;; llegrnos, it illus­
tr•t.es h~w onsy it is to azpl':lit p,:,,ple. 

" No,"r, Girl. Thi:i tuen~o ,_;irl 'W'1B rulo.-~.sod .n:-,.n Jill ~nd iJu,edi-.tely ~llrod ovor 
tc obsurvo tho L,nct tri...tl. r,t recess sho tQld us, 1'I 1n :Cree. Ev"n in J:ul I w:-.s 
froc. 'l'hat. nnn ( pointini,: t..:> Lynd) is n~t. 11 
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A liiddle-n ;<:d Nagr ,:; llcoan , Thia w>.Lrm doliverod :i. scmon t o the jo.ilor when he 
t ,;ld the (:r Oup in jcil they couldn't sin g . In osson oe she said, "I dcn•t serve 
you . r s"rvc God . If He -vr.>.nts me t o sin!; c. nd pro.:, !\nd re~d ,-v Bibl!il, I 'Willi 
Ycu can't tell r1e how fM r,q roli.;ion g-., s . 11 .1htm they were we.mod t h-.t they 
w.;,Uldn •t rcce i w dinner if th ey persi.& fi.ed in singing , th ey uec i dud they would 
r ather si.nt; t tun eo.t . 

A Negro Student . This girl i s a juni.or in hil;h sch ool , who h,-,.d boon one ~f th o 
44 jailed for picketin.; , She t ,1ld ne , "I belizva in t hroo thlngs , I believe in 
God, in n. n-vi oienco, and in this movement. I ru:t not n Christian . I o.sked ey p.:i.a­
t -.,r t o support the fraedott nOV,X!DJm., He threw u: .ut . Ho c;poned tw, d,:,ore s o I 
c ~ul.d l eave . I think if this covenan t f ails it is the end f d=-cra.cy . If we do 
not get our r :ie;hts , sone th:J.t h:lve rights now will iose thc !:l. \Jhit c peopl.e nre 
afraid th:-.t if we gut our ri[;hts we 1'1i.ll treat t hen the -,my tn oY have treeted us , 
I d.l not believe this is true . " 

The Sheriff 1s DepUtY. 11I' i:l going ~o get r.i0 one 0 £ th e!!e whit e ni.C[_;l;?'a bofurc 
they get out of town . " 

A Negro Man. "I'vu llvec here cl.l ::,y ll!u . Scp.;t:bes it ' s hard to keep frar.:t 
hating . The first t :i!:le I s at in e .,urt, a.nd he:i.rd th ese thre e judges spe'"lk for t.te 
t he tears r<.ln down oy cheeks , Th,'.l.t is the w;:;y I fe el o.bout YQU ocn coning t o 
Hnttiesb ur e . I'.t. g ives Cle hope to !mow t h:i.t t her e :i.re white f olll:s who cor e about 
oy rights . 

The Future in Hattiesburi; 

\le returned t o Minnesota c onvinced th.'.l.t God is :i.t work in H:tttiesbur E , 1./e J:!elieve 
that th e presence of r.d.ni:r~ers bas done .:. (!X'Cat decl. f or the et0rru.e ; f the Negro 
c¢C!DUl1ity, ,-ecognizing at the s.:we t,iml:, the initiatiw for t his nover:1ent MS been 
an:l will c.:intinue t o be with the Nec;ro C,;n;nmity . However th e st rug_,µe for justice 
is c.nly "ll'ell begun , and the sti-ug._).e for reconciliation betw,;;en Negro and whit e is 
e ven further frro coopletion. lie hope oth er pastors and ' L:;Y,-on will [JO to R.-:.tties ­
burg . tie f ee l t he Presbyt,.,rinn Church hns a continuing cc,;, Jit.ti .JCnt in Rntties-burg , 
and t h;;,~ we noed to s<;le ·tlrl.B strug_lo thr ough , 

!I , Douglas Sanpson 
C;,opµs Pa:; tor 
M..-mkllto St:,.te Col_log<.!l 
l!nnkato , Minnos ot.11 




