"Freedom Day"™ (February £8) in Canton, Misslissippi, saw over
300 Negroes stand in line ™ registar in this state's largest registration
sttenpt, Negroes from all over rural Madisen County (whioh is 72§ Negre)
waited at the county courthouse Detween 5 snd 5 hours in the chilly air,
Registrar L. Foote Campbell admitted only five to take the registration
test, le told them they would be notified by meil “in about 30 days"
whether they had passed the test, Despite Canton's history of violence
and harassment, inoluding sheotings, beatings and |less of jJobs, there
wore only minor incidents as more than @ pellce patrolled the streets,
The shotgun and tear gas equipped police -ﬁi?Fi'a aty, state, spectal
and some from other counties « preven ookera from
ga thering. huﬂhm“ﬂ:d/w liuhmt-mm“.
address and business at the mﬁuﬁ/ :r residents of Madison ocounty

2l years old and over were 10 h\a(-innmwm- grounds,.
Many of the Negroes were mﬂ u\b were in their 70%s and 80"s,
A group of 15 ministers m the hqonl Council ef @hurehes und agents

from the FBI and J'nﬂh@ uhd‘/nn present as observers,

The ré; :mum dr.tn. organised by CORE and SNOC, under the
structure of Gé . jﬂf Federated Organizations in Mississippi), was
viewed as & m-w; leaders, Sald CORE field seoretary Dave Dennis,
"Today was a dramatisation showing that the Negro pecple in rural Mlsse
issippl want to vote and are willing to risk harassment and intimidation
in order to register.""The only thing preventing them from registering is
the unwillingness of loocal officlals to let them reglister, Dennis said
the drive would continue with smaller groups for at lesst the next several
wesks, Additionsl large demonstrations were a "definite possibility,"”
ha said,

"Many more people could have taken the test," Dennis stated, "if
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county eoffiocials had heeded our request for additional reglstrers on
Freedom Day." "They managed to obtaln plenty of extra police,"

Dennis said & new strategy was being used in Mississippl, one of preventin
inoidents during publicised events but still not reglstering Negroes.
Because of this, he said, many people think that vielence and bLrutality
have lessened in Mississippl and that Negrees are being allowed to
register. Demnis ealled both impressioens ur; m .

On Fridasy evening a Negro tumm lu.hn h“, 17, of Canton
was arrested for hmimg violating a court lrl!n' by ‘bﬂ.dd around the Freedom
House (office and residence of civil nmn nrhﬂj. Esce had been
arrested on January 23 for diltr!.,li'iﬂitn; 1ilﬂ.-‘hl without s permit,
violating an ordinance pu:.l by Ganton on hnmr:' 21 to combat an
effective selective buylng mlm qt _g;n l-;nn. He was released by
$amamkiax juvenile court on wl hhlﬂ-:r and instructed net to take part
in sny oivil rights lltlﬂft{“. B

At h;;- news cor / on Friday in Jackson, Governor Paul B,
Johnson urged l‘x@\am to l!l, awgy from demonstrations, saying that
such matters "should 56 16ft in the hands of law enforcement officers."

He pdded, "When l4+lﬂ.m such &s these arise, when the agltators make
a speotacle of th&lhu. I'd 1ike to see the people laugh,"

Apparently with Canton in #ind, the state legislature on
Wednesday,February 26 passed a bill providing for "mutual sssistance pacts”
" among Mississippi cities, The bill provides for sities to pool "personnel,
equipment, supplies and material™ % combat natural disasters and for the
"prevention md alleviation of riots, or clvil disturbences of the peace
and tranquility within such municipalities." The act provided that it
should be "liberally construed" to serve ita purposes. The presence in
Canton of pelice from other counties indigates that the bill was befing put
te prompt use,
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The legislature alse passed t bill allowing cities te restriet
the movement of any citisens., The bill provides that in erder "to protect
property, health and lives and to enhsnce the genersl welfare of the
commtnd ty" municipalities may "restriect the movements of the oitigens, er
any group thereof, of suchmunicipalities when there 1is mgpdrnjnpr to
the public safety beoause of freedom of movement thereof," On the day
af ter Freedom Day, Saturdsy, February 20, Canton Mayor L. Stm ley Matthews
declared a 10 PM gurfew for all oltisens. __.:,;::. N

A third bill passed by the Ilgill.lth‘ last m'lt was introduced
by stete senator BA Heary from Canton. Osnton's nuutuu buying eampeign
iz against 21 stores and three pmhthhh¢h fAitnth week and 1s about
90% effective, Senator Henry's hin{ F""""“’“ )Tntﬁu of up to §500 and
six months in county jall “if -y person shall nunu«; and maliciously
print, circulate or distribute" m‘; material dulml to "wilfully and
malieiously interfere with, or- pﬂ \_unm from exerclsing a lawful

trade or cslling, or engsging in llyﬂl; use and enjoyment of his property."”
% s
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Additional Can ton
1: On Saturday Feb,. 26 Negroes stood in line &t the sourthouse from
10 AM to 12 noon. o were admitted to take the test. There were ne
incidents and a lobt, bubt not quite as many as Friday, of police,
2. On Nonday, March 2 Raumond was arresfed. liot sure why, but believe
for bad brakes and mn.g muf fler on friend's car he was driving,

Maroh 2, students boyootted Rogers High Schocl im Cantonj abeut
1400 l.i l'l'g :'ﬂnﬂ ?util I‘li'll:l ginised by the students then selves,
They have emands (wi lnﬂh.pih-ltﬂﬁ or, Supere
intendant and prineipal on -
4, The ¥soo situstion ls being looked :I.nh.
S N o arrests for curfew visolations that we know af,

Je


file:///s~yy

