Boz 13137
University Station
Gainesville, Florida

January 21, 1964

Janes lc Cain

CCRE

38 Park Row

lew York 38, New York

Dear }ir. MoCain,

Spiver Gordon, Field Secretary for Florida, has just left for
the staff mee'dng in la, after a vi 't herc in Gedresville with us.
Because of the clrecwnstancos here during hils visit and his conduct,
a mmber of the activisis who r:ot Spiver have gaxd to o the
hope that someone firom Geinesville CORZ would te to you and Mr.
Haley copmending Bim, Si .2s I jJoin wholeheartedly in this sentimemt,
I thought I would drop you & note on the subjects

. The lact week in Gainesvills (coineciding with Spiver's visit) happened
to be one cf great tension and also very militant reorganimation of
civil rights forcec due o a blatantly diseriminatory act on the part
of the wocational education department for the cimty. Aftor a wumber
of nightly meetings it was decided that a group of 14 would chain out
vhiles froaw entering the segregated night classes. These 14 are local
CORE members, althouzh the larger group sponsering the project ineludes
four eivil richts organizations in the eity. I can hciestly say that
Spiver's presen¢e, ev:n though he is not known here, contributed greatly
to the success of the project, the retional marmer in vhich 18 was
conducted, and the force of cur negot! .ting meeting with the superintendent
of achools in which he participated mcerfully, He condugted the non-
violent vorkshop. The main tiing whiech impre¢ssed so many people, inecluding
marginal CORE supporters, was his appearance, his ability to listen to
everyone's opinion, his willingness to pursue each suggestion, and bils
oum well timed aid very appropriste advice, Having beon a field worker,
I kmow thore is a great temptation to feel called wpon o structure cuch
gituations, but Spiver lis'ened well and commented cnly when his ow» “xperience
provided peslly needed help. Although he did not lead in tre projec:, he
wes willing to participate wherever it was thought he -vuld be e wtin--
he ecared the school peovle royally without detracting from the force of the
locel pooples Tn shor’, we feel that his visit was fymitful (which is not
alvavs the nzee) and welcme him tack, and in this T spesk not only for the
more militant people, L1t also for those mnderates whose head: were eleard
in me y cas‘: by Spluor's own yoricanble i voach to @ siluation in which a

‘ sdlitent ~esponse had already be . docilat o



It appears that we may now have the begianing ¢f an ™n* in the
Negro community bere. I was really surprised 1yself at the numbef of
people who are willing to comit themselves to civil disobedience and hard
work in associstion with CORE (as most people conmsidered this last project
a C'RE project), I hope that we can begin & strong organisation progrem.

- Ay-regards 10 you both, and I hope we will be seeing one another

again soon,

Judy Bemningey
fors Gainesville CORE and
Ad Hoe Committee on Vocational Ed,

so: Richard Haley A et @
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