
~ troa letters eent by Richard Swmson to his parents. 

fralt WJ t!lrOUI!h orientation aod I 111 V'fl%7 enthused about the ~fi'Plillg" llld.cb 
11 lwre, Wbea I aend ror 1110DeJ send 1.t es a I!IOI'l8J order in rer,istared •U, that 
_., w oa Gllldn U lfi811selppi people atop it, I vtll be teachlnc bistorJ' and 
reoreatl.on, II..,. •t ao.e great people, 

TM lleCN .a&t get his ril!hte, the vhite lldnd of the SOI1th !IIUIIt be changed, 
r •• t .. ohi.Dc Jecro h1lt017 and social atudiea, '1'lw tec1Utiee !or the school are 
a tbMa story brick build1~, f'l.!tT atodaate 1 v. hope for 1110re but 1110st~ they ere 
afraid to att.nd, I 1111 Hrlllc wi.th • bay nuad Pate, he is a Jal<18h bey trom lfav 
Torlc 'lll'lo att.ncle the Uni-reit:7 or Cbicego. W. u.._ It t,. ho!!IB o! • lfagro fe~ 
llhon na• 1e Sl'li tb, Mre, 5'11 tb is ~ good at cooldng llM. ta and nary thing alae. 

'1"- school is go1ng ;;ell, the te,lllrl.on 1e atUl etrong, w. have crested 1 strong 
end sood Nlation with the lcida. I vU1 ba ooaoh or 1chool bAse ball teem, w. nu 
pley other heedom Sohool tea• around the •tate. 

'l'be au.-r project is cotnc well, I ho~ I ca return ne:xt eo-r, perhape 
1ntereat so• ot 1111 trienda back he.. Tba project plau to expand next IIUIIIIIIe.r'. 

Last nita I went with George Smith, • •ere bOO)', to f'reedolla regiatration, 
This type o! aoti'rltJ see• eo rauoh IID'I'a allft1 tb1s 11 a chance to meet the peo-ple 
ot !tl. .. i11ippi and talk with them over their p!"Obll• coocernin8 titeir freedom and 
titeir desire tar tbair righta , 

There bas been • stronger puah 1n the lilt rev veelcs to i.nel'@sse the Dlllllber or 
pe"lple llho are entered 111 the Free<So11 De1110oratic Part,.. U ie ~ elov and discerning 
varlc tar the voter registration oeoola wtlo varlt very bard and still cannot get •o:y 
or the Regroe11 to NP;i!ltel', MJ'I'I)' Negroes •re atraid to cb•llenge tl!e llbite aM 
bold 011 thi.Dce. But the ettitude ill chancing end bo-pet'ull:t' ao-m tbe cood1t1ons 1dll 
o!Jange , 

I u vorldng et. the Co!o oft1ce e.nd am apllt~ing the evening wtch with Pete 
1111011 you ldll rud ebout. 1n tbe nevapaper article, lfre, Smith (!ami~ I lift with) 
lost her job yeetardq, •h• was fired trom her donestic job beceuaa she wu wor~ 
011 help1nc the ~ita Civil ftia'1te workers , She could just " ueily been tired 
tar ttoing to the pella , The ~ite•e have a strong hold on the Negroea, it baa 
•1-d the Chi.l Jli3hta Jtroject down conlliclanb~ . 

Tba laedar ot the au- project 1.s Bob Hoeea, he ie 88 greet a Dfl'son II I haft 
n'f'r -n, 10ft apolrell but ""'7 stro~ in his conviction• 1nd V'e%7 etrectin, I aa 
'"'"' 11ur11 that 11het 1a bdnc done is right but 1 t should lulve b .. n doJW 1oonar. the 
Necroa• clo not wnt 1pecial pri'rllaps onl,y equeliv. 1feey do not wnt to aoc1111ae 
viti\ the 11111w1 bnause tnry think tl:le whites C31l DeTer Uke them, I hope the 
attitude ot the white and Regro can barmon1le 1oon, .,_ 

I ll..ke Miaeiuippi but is culturally barren, the two races haft nothing to do_, 
no woncler football is ac big dolCI here. 

Wilen will the llbite 11180 learn that no - is tree untU all man are free . We 
aN aU 1n bODdap untU all heft their fl'l!e~ , 
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Dick bAd a ••~ inwrview over a local r cdio station, tlta tollowi.nc are u;erpta 
tro. tba tapas that +.he station was kind enou.gh to send us . 

We are iaotatad tram the 'llbite co=nity !:n- S<J;:"II!'11':j reer:o?M-"'<~'.e third of the 
p~tion in Kc>ridan ia Negro--no llhite students haYe CO!IIB to the FrHdom School in 
Mar1.dan-whltaa ywll at us, o!tan using profanity-in reference to !act that w are 
here to help the liagro--wa are !requentq follo'iied by peop~, to the o!tica, w'•a.,.. 
~ lin~ o! th11 cera are v1thout license plltes-tbe~ is daacer or aoins into 
to1m--tbey lllce us to out down on security ri.aks-it ' a difi'icult. to tallc the White 
1111n out or his ""-''"'~~• it ill wieer to eon!!" .trr te: on bQJ.piac the lleero-the school 
h .. 200 in attendance, it t:luotuatea from day to day, the threat or not beinc able 
"to attend the recular school w teachra beillg deniad their positiCils ia e"ter oresent. 
e~~phallia is be'lng Pl llced on ~edor.1 rea1stration--delegates v1ll be choRD 'llbo will 
attend 'tlantio City oonnntiCil and ehallUIP the .U white deleaetion-- the Negro Who 
registers to 't'Ote has fur o! repriaall- lone Negro 1a not so apt to Meet with V'lolence, 
it is VbaD the group appears and it loolta lllae mcxre of a threat to the white l!llln-- the 

Negro 1e afraid to deliiOIUitrate-be 1a ltarninc the ilaportance ot the vote--their 
l!ll!et1.ngs haw been open to both llbita and lel1'0--all lll\ite precinct meeti~a were 
cloeed to the Jla,ro often tbe7 we" held in Mcrot or tile maeting place would ba 
cha~e~conomie reprieal8 would raault •&•inat the Nevo, he would lose his job ~ich 
is very pl'ecioas to Ida since j obs tre fev and nry in!erior-attempts to teat t he 
Civil ltigbts bill viU be ,.de b7 the pao'Pll \lbo Un here not by the wor'kera-\lbite 
reeot1.0IUI are expected-~ vbitea thouabt the diuppe&rance or the three students 
waa a hOIIX and if not they got \!bat they d .. e~d~-cditoritls 1n ao~~~e o! the papers 
attted that the Civ11 Rights worlcere were uneha wn, unwashed, co=nist dupes etc.
uraed • Baptist Clturch to open a prhate school to l'igltt 1n~gration--e-tudents 1n the 
ruutl U'e .. use cars that wUl not bretlc d01m and -to get out as fas-t •• ~asi.ble when 
nacaaNrJ- .tour people to a ctr, no Negroea-Vhite deleeat1oo Will back oldllater 
alth011£b tba)' v1ll attend the coD"ftntion and act ae if ths7 intended to back JohDJson-
OolcSwater it the nue you rud 1n llhite newspspera- newapapl'ra and TV prog:ra1111 do 

not adl*i.aU., lel'fe imparttnt things out-we have nry little contlct with the 
\lbitet, tr7 not to totlgQDiu-ctlled beatniks, clllnbed oot ot c•rbac• cana-li!B have 
baeD told to be caneernU.w 1.n dresa, no fancy hair do •a for the «f.rll or lq hair 
tar the bo7a-1n no "*T •laa an e:xhibition out or aelf--C'Ul' purpose h to educate
aohooll v1lJ. be oontinuecl, DDt as regular aehoola but to subll•te, awning clluea 
tre bbc pllnnacS-few wbites haw vi.sited Freedom Schools-not tttellll)t to tnt-CJ"ate 
but t o a&Jceta-it h.@a been stated thet lll\ite students llill be paid b7 the £0ftl'Dllent 
to attend priwta aohoolt--constant:q called things in street-telephone calla •re 
•"- at all hoan, can group in front of h0118s lll\ere C1nllli&htl vorbra are 11Tin&-
Mericlaa it aa!er (rsll"t.h•],y) than acme other areu- I ..., prayers tor the others if 

tlU.a is 18far-tha press it react- to ccmtr IQJ explod.on 11bich _, occur at 111)' tt.
the reel beroea are the atudenta V1lo will be stayiJ:w after w leaft-the !tndiru! of the 
three boctlaa 1.nci ted anpr on the part at the Chi.l llightt warbra-the Negro boy 
'IIU trca Mericlan--e 1111111:1Z'ial aenioa h beins pllmed tor the ~--no no~nca is 
apeotecl, not b7 tha Me«roe• at 8111 rata-the t!%rea ll1rders •• the sad b~h point of 
the .,.. .. , l)OSaibq 1t 11111tt. 1t aa!ar tor tbe rest. ol toe Civil Ri&hta worbrs, what 
• price to !111 tnd the pit}> is tbat this all haD:le%111 With in 7oaJ" 01111 countr7--11t1 
raJ'uaad aamoa at. • Da117 Queen todq, oalled a "'lbite Digpr"-ooe store constentq 
thraet.ad the Wl'bn , c._ out llith cba1M etc.-J' B I put • atop to it--picked 
up !ar apeec~iJW, ... lOins UD.t.r thirt7 llilaa in • th1rt7 .U. .,aa-tvo lll\ita boys 
aDd a lagro wra with •-t.M etutt.nta •n ant ODt of the rooa while I wa beina 
quea\10111 1 thit 11 ~ than vUl be no ldttne-•-po~ struck av am vhan I 
leaned anr to loolc at the boot to t1nd oot \ottat I 'Will being ha~d ror--I allo •• 
bQolced far J'eOidaaa driYinc but th1a •• later stricken fro11 the record--

Dlok also ea intaniewd CJDtaitt. t~• oom'ention hall, this appeared on 1 local 
1'V atttion. 
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I VIII :refUHd aervice at a Da~ Queen to-d3J, I "" with three Civil Ri~hte 
workere and a Necro, -e wre called llhite niggers• and told to lane the prelllieea. 

I waa arreatad for :reckleaa dr1YirJc end apeedine~ One Negro bOJ and tbl"ea 
'llhita atudlnta •re in till car w1tll • at t.he tt., ,.. wre on our 1111 ho. f'l'om till 
pliJ t~ld. I - roin& 11 .. than th1rt7 nd.lu an hour in a thirty IIlla •one and 
detinitaq not ap , .. .,. bainr reckl8ae. We wre taRn to the polio:$ station, ell •:re aent out of the rcxa but J~~YMlt, thia 1a eo tbere will be no w1 ttneuea, '!'M 
officer hit • 'When I leaned o'ftlr to r .. d in hie book vtQ" 1 we being arreetad. You 
do not report 111 inc1cknt aucll •• th1a becauaa this ia going on eontinuouaq. 

!be ccmatant bal'r111•nt ia • reaillder tb.et '1111 are not wanted down here and 
that at 8J11J tiM 1011e thing can llapo111, You tl'J not to think ab011t the denger but 
co on w1 til )'O'IIlr vorlr. 

'!'be •croa• tbat l lla'IW bad contact w1tll are bright and eager to leun, they 
hn~ tha potenUal U gi'ftn 1 chAnce. 'l'be new buildings are beautitul. but facilitiaa 
lact1nc and interior. The Vllitaa point with pride at the structures and de!IJ tbe 
lack of equipiant • 

.Utllouch onq two dlleretae tro11 the Prer dom Part.J Vlll't!l aaeted at the can
~tion I feel that Pt'OI"III llae been Nde, tor the first time the llegro !l'OII 
Ml.aahdppi will lla'ft a voice in eheptnc the poli tica of our COUlltr,r . tbe •gro 
baa bean petient long enough, he must be given w!wt he baa deserved tor ao lang, 
equallt.J. 




