
John Stevenson 

Dear Mother, 

1 Sun. night 

I haven't bad time to get you off a decent letter for 1JUite a 

while nOY. !tot too much nev. I've 3ust been goinir from door to 

door, canvassing - WXplaining to people about the Freedom Demo­

cratic Party trying to get them freedom registered. I forret 

whether or not I ever explained all this about the FDP - Regis­

tration, the chellenlJe at the Dem. Nat'l. Convent1on. That the 

Fre,·dom Rg. 1s to prove how many people woUd like 6. vote across 

htss. - only 6% of the Negroes in the dtate are currently reis­

tered. (The Miss. population is ~5% Negro, and in veil over 1/3 

of the oounties they are in the majority, which is one reason 

why things have beon so severe here. The Freedom Dem. Party is 

being organized because the Repub. Party is of course alMost noft 

existent here, while the }iss. Dem. Party has almost no com~uni­

cation Yith the tlat'l Dem. Party - has stated that it isn't a part 

of then DP, didn't support Kennedy or the platform in 1960, 

probably won't support Johnson this year, tee. On these grounds, 

& also on the grounds that the Miss. Denocrsts won't let even 

registered Negroes participate in1ts processes, the FDP will SPnd 

a delegation to Atlantic tty~ demand to be seated instead of the 

reg, hiss. delegation. So we're also busy now arranging precinct 

meetings. 

hatin Luther King is coming this Fri, for a short while. 

Canvassing is hard, hot, deadeninp work, explaining the sa:e 

thing over and over I running in to the same answers, problems, 

fears, over & over, A\iot of people are bitter, or opnical, or 

soared, a lot whose shuls seem to be dead inside them, but I heven't 

yet met the mythica.l contented llegro so dear to .>0uthern hearts. 

Living conditions are horrible. 

Went sw1m.~1ng yesterday, & today for the first times since I've 
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I'm still fine, healthy, not very •.1ealtby, but perhaps becoming 

a little w1ser, & doinr some good. 

Hope you're all well. 

Love, 

John 




