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By fer the endeaior with the moet striking results, thet I
have teken part in was the Freedom Election. By the end of the
four day woting period we had close to five hundred people who
voted. The greatest smount of wvotes came from bezt one; the be=zt
I wes covering. This wae acheived by a constsnt vropagande effort,
gtarting sbout & wesk before the election end picking up moments
day by Gay Tight through the last davy of voting. When I went out
canvageing I was sesissted by MHargeret'Burnside, a local Negro.

Ifforte on my part to get Indiane involved with our progrem
have Tallen f=r short of what T had honed for. Ny aporoach wee 1o
write to the head of the Indisn's bureau in Waehington to try to
gat as much information ss poesible about the Ohootaws of Wississippi
I 2lso contacted Jackson to see wha! they could do. Then, after
having read the material sent by the Federzl Government as well as
g Beries of artiocles svecifically on Indian problems published in
the Christian Science llonitor, &s well gs a book dealing complately
with the history and ocustoms of the Choctaw Indians, I sttempted
through Alvin Burnside (& loesl Negro with meny Indian friends)
to et up & meeting with members of the Choctaw community. Thie
meeting took plece but the particivents refused to be commitied to
anything definite. A few days laser Mr. Burnside and I went can-
vassing Indian houses, but the reaction 6Ff the peopnle we svoke to
was very diessppointing. The major reason for the lack of contact
sgpeme to be the extrame fear of the Indians towarde the white man,
snd thelr apathetlc sttitude towards change, also coupled with
their tradition-oriented existence which demands that they deo not
make & major dicision without the consent of the Chief. I 2u now
trying to arrsnge 5 meeting between myself sand the white Me
ministers of the Dombed Chockaw Chureh (they are supposed to be
pretty liber:sl); and slso a meeting with the ohief.

Efforts on my pert to try to start the nucleur of & Fedarel
Projeet in the town; centering on the psrents petitioning the High
Sohool for & free lunch program et¢. has fallen apart because of the
apethy of the Philedelphis Youth Club ftowsrde the idea. Since they
would be esséntal to the plan, 1 decided to hold onto thet for a
lster dats.

Attemnte a8t setting up Citigenehiv Claseses have met with smell
sgrle success in the town in the fern of a emall grour of oeo le
meeting in a locezl person house to diecuss the mesning and demands
of good c¢itizenship and to go over the voting tests with me. I
am now in the process of stting this orogram un in the Stellc area,
and I heve gotten the consent of Mr. & Mrs. Bette to use their house
for this purpose.

In my gyee the major problem to the whole project &t thie time
is the lack of money. I feel that the reuwedy €g that provlem



will come during Christmas when CGeorge Smith will be coming to stay
8t my house in New York, to take part in a fund r=ising spesking
tour I set up during my recent trip to my home. I also gol assur-
rnces then from & group of people that they would raise money for
ug, and that money should De grpiving soon.

For a winter program I would suggest a maximun progaganda
effort so that we csn face the ep ing witha great mase of local
Wegro support. Also some effort should be made to raise funds for
the creation of local Negro business, such zs a competitor Laundromat





