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March 30 , 1963 

We want to a man' s home and he said that be did not have 

time to rill out the application because something else 

is on his mind .• 

Another l ady said that 8he knows God is on her side, but 

she i s home at night by he:tlself and the white .t'o.lk will do 

some of anything. 

At the next home , the man said that be work~ on the cars 

of ~te people . 



Mond~ 

\·lent t o chur ch to hel p the people fi ll nut t he ap

plications f or regi str ation. I al so helped pick up pe oole 

out 1n t he city and in Itta Bena . I wen t. nut canva~s ' n~ 

ann talke to snme peonle abnu t the import~nce of So' nr to 

r e gister and what t:lleir vote can do , 

Honday nigh t mas s me eting : This mee t inp- c onsisted ol' about 

SOO pe ool e . The church was rull and p eopl e were st.ancin~ 

outside . The sp eaker t4n s' t he NAACP of New York Oi ty . \ole 

sang s onr, s and talked ab out t h e imoort~nce 0 1 @P1ng t o 

regi ster . The people were reRdy to ~o C" Ot·m. 

Bobby Talbert 



Tuesday 

Wen~ to the off ice at the ohuro.b and had a meeting 

and everylody got on regular duty, I helped go over the 

.f'o:rm with the people t h a.t were go1ns down to l' eg1ster, 

Atterwards, I went out canvassi n g at It•a ~na to see 1~ 

I c ould get some people to go down. ~en people toltt me 

tna1; they would g> down the next day . 

Came back to the church. Arter leaTihs the church I 

returned h-e and about 11:15 p.lll. there wae a 'phone call. 

Someone had ehot :lnto Mr. Dewey Greene' e home, No one was 

hurt. We stayed until about 1:30 a.m. and then returned 

h ome. 

8o'bby T.U.bert 



Wednesday 

Hent to the church and had a meeting , Then left and 

went to Itta Bena to p ick un the peop le t: at ~rere to ""O to 

regist er, On my first trip b "ck, the ueople were Singing 

freedom songs , Then I returne• back to Itta Bena to get 

the rest o!' the people on M"f return back, I !'ound that 

the other p eonle h ad "!llked do•·'!l to the court hou~e and 

there had been violenee and they were returnin~ to the 

church. About 1 n minutes later , the or01~d ot people ar

rived. 'lhe polic e came and started arresting the ~ta1'1' , 

but befor e f was arrested I was telling the people t o c:et 

into dH'fer ent oars bei'ore t}ley could go bPok t o rerister. 

Then the poliQe arres ted me and t ook me t o j ail. 

They did n ' t h"ve a chsrr e on 11\e nor did t hey knmr 

what t o do , but t hey di d l•ok Me up . 

In jai l we were Ja111e-s Forman, Bob Moses, Lawrence 

Gu~ot, Cnrtis Hayes, Willie Peacock, Frank Smi th, Lattayette 

SUrney , Charles McLaurin, Jlll'!les Jones, and myself . \fe 

t alked about wha t 'lllast to be done 1n the near future . 

Bobb'r Talbert 
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Thursday 

lofe held classes in jail. Lawrence Guyot taught bi

ology and Jim Jl'orman talked about the slaves o!' a lon!! 

time ago and thf' nn derground rai'b'oad. Then they c811e to 

not1ry us about our trials. They were individual tri als. 

! won my case by tellin~ the jud~s that I was n ot 

downtown when the people walked d01-rntN tn . I "toras in Itta 

Bena. Then he dismis sed m,v case and CUrt1s Hayes also 

1-1on his case . 

Af ter they set us free I returne• to tPe chttrch where 

I helped r un of.'f the notice about the mass meeting. '!he 

meeting :was very successful. James Perna n spoke. After 

the meeting I returned home, · At the meeting W'yle y Branton, 

James Bevel, Aaron R«1 ry, Dave Dennis and many other sta:rf' 

members were there. 

Bobby Talbert 



P'riday-

Came to the ~nurch and had a meet ing about what to do 

and whelh er the people ·Should walk or r.~ooe to the court 

house . ~Jyley Branton said that it wae up t o what the 

people themselfes wanted to do. After the meeti~ I went 

over the £orm with some ueople and then went out canvassing. 

Upon returning to tile office there were :!.4 people who 

said that they would go -io•~n next week in the town o:f 

Greenwood, 

There •.rill be a mas~ meeting t onilht and Char les MeDew, 

the SNcc chairman, will speak. The meetihg wil~ be at 

7:30. 

Bobby Talbert 

file:///fter


AprU 1, 1963 

Went to ths of'fics; had a 111est1ng. Then went w t can

\'aaa1ng, and returned to run off' 80111& .stencila r or the 111a1111 

111eet1ng. I ala o ran of'f 80IIIe slips a skill« the people to 

oo- and walk w1tb us to the court houas to regist er. 

Ar t erwards I went to put out the papers telling the p eopl e 

about tne mass meeting. It took about 2 hours. I then 

returned to tne oi'.t1ce ana wen.t to see 11' I could find a 

truck bet' or e I could 111ove the 1\11'111 ture out of the old 

orfioe that was burned. 

Atter finding the truck I 111oTed the furniture over te 

't;b.e Dew oi'fice and then cleaned 1 t out and 

Tb1e was a hard job for just one man (DJself). It t ook 

ae sCIIIIe time to load the turniture. 'l'hen I aoved i t 111 the 

Dew or:tloe where the etat'f helped • unload it. 'l'hen I 

oleaned the .fUrniture of f and then tue~·e was a •eating a 

oanvaaain&. IU's. Dianne ~evel wa a 1n oharp:e. !lle told. 

t he students what t o say and how to can\'ass and hew to fill 

out tbe fol'lllo 

.lftsr the 11eet1ng I went out oanva8a1 ng, tell in& t he 

people to oo111e t o the 11eet1ng, tbat 1h ere wu nothin& to 

be afraid or. 'l'be reaaen f or thh wu that the wbi te 

people baYe been telling eveJ7DOdy to stay off the atreet.a--
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April 1, l9b3, ( cont. ) 

telling 111 em not to attend tho mass meet iDS nor to go and 

f ill out the r.na r or registration because wo are go1ftS 

to give you rood at the O~ty .llouse. 

By now 'the speaker or dle maea meeting 111 here-~r. 

D1ek Gros017--and tno neween are talking to h i m now. 

A man tr0111 the lo'BI ia aleo nero and h.e aeked 111e a lot or 

question s about what h.appened on the Weanesday we were ar

rested. I t alked witn him about an hour and t hen cleaned 

up the l'ront of tho building and went to eat dinner. 

There are a lot of newspeople here. 

Wo ~· now getting a teleph one oonneoted i n ouroffieo. 

M6!lday night: 
t-1ass meetinz start ed w1 th a axmg . Then s ome of tJle 

miniaters t alked alon g with 'lr . Aaron Henr:r and lotedF;ar 

Evers. Mr . Dick Grep,ory also talked about t he people in 

t he community not oooperati~ with u s on this re~istration 

f orM, He taLked about t he teachers, pri ncip als and e l l of 

the other ueople that t~ere not cooperati~. Thi s me eting 

concerned abou t 1 , 0 00 peopl e and ;.ras very succe ss!\U , 

Af terwar ds ther e was a meetin v of the s t a f f, but I did n ot 

attend . 



~ueaday, April 2, ~9b3 

Went to the offi ce and h elped clean it. Then the r e 

was a meeting, The people are now comingin for us to go 

over the reg1s tration 1'om with them. 

Tbe starr .. et1ng began. It consisted of: 

1. wal~ to the cou rt house 
2. Dick GreB' ry walking,•i th the people 
3. the whi tes depriving us of our r1gbt to register 
4• wheth er l ocal people should walk with the ~oup 
5. a per son going to Milton, Miss~ , to work 

Al·ter the 1118etJ.ng I went out canvassing on Percy st . 

where I contacted 10 people, Two of them will come by on 

W'edneada,. , Apri l 3. I then returnf'oi to the office and at 

2:30 we rode to the court house with the people that wer e 

goi ng down to register. We stood on the outsi de of the 

courthouse, wtlttin~ until the people finished t ak1n .. the 

teat , After they finished , we formed a line and walked 

1n twos, starting back ~o the SNCO office. tlUt De1 ore we 

lett there was the Chief of Poli c e, telling us not to 

march'. We continued on our journey 'bacl( to the oi'fi ce and 

the police and white eo-called citizens were watching us 

and walkin.r; along with us, The police tried to 'bre ak us 

up, but \ole kept our line formation and kept wal king . 

Then the polilleman tol d me 11l.at I 1-ra s under arre st and 

I asked under what charges, He let me go f ree lolhile the 
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walk went on, The p olice tried to turn the people IU'ound 

a pFtin and I ke.p t telling them to ~; on and then he said I 

was under arr e st a ga i n and t o l d l!le to J•et into t he ctll' . I 

l ay down and then the police picKed ~ up and carr ied me 

to the oar, Instead of arrestin~ me, they brou gnt. me to 

the ~CO offi.oe and put me out . 'l'b.ey did the same to D1ok 

Gr e gory and ., me of t he res t. o r the l eae er s . 

By this tl. ~e ~~e reloaded 1n al oar and returned to t he 

o thers (The uolioe car was jus t like a t axi--free of 

char~e . ) . 

At'ter we returnt' l we walked back t o t h e oi"f i ce , 

There were oui t e a few repor ters on the acene, The 'Deople 

tha t d i d not get a chance to register said t hat they will 

go a gain tomorrow. 

Then I helued cle"'-D the of!'i ce and straighten out the 

canvassin'l; books and rearrange the of'f ice. 

Tuesday night : Had a meetin~ a t the house wher e we 

l i ve . It lasted f rom ~ :00 to 11:00 . The meeti n g was con

cerned with what was to be done tl:;l e next day and to or~tsn

ize different kinns of commit tees t o be 1n charge of dif• 

f erent things an~ position. 

We are now tryin"' to fix ot1r n.ew ol'fice up . We need 

quite a f e1., t:ll1ngs such as desks , chairs, benches , etc , 

The F~I took pictures ot lw. Mathew Ru~es where the 

Bobby Talbert 



Wednesday, A~ril 3, 1963 

lent t o the ofi'ice and had a stan• ne eting . Then I 

got the people r~a~y and oual1i'1ed for the test a t the 

court house . The people were arrel!ted and are now in the 

County Jail. 

I ~rent 01lt canvassin~ , try1n .. t o r-et peonle t o come 

to the of'J'ioe, leaving for the court house ot 12 :)0 . I 

returned to the office about 1:30 and t~ent on three f o1.low

upa to see 11' these peo~le would ~o down . I returned with 

~ro or· them, Then I r.rent out oanvassi~ again nnd returned 

to the court house to be w~. th the people that were there 

taking the test . 

After 4 : 30 I returned t r the ofl"ioe and helnen the 

students nasa out the paper · about the mass meeting.t~t 

will ·be hel!l "to night. ; _J!eYi J ,uck1e will be t.be epeaker. 

This is the preacher that l·ras bitten by a d o " on the Ht~lk 

to the court hou~e . There were ~bout Soo people at thi s 

mauu ,.,e c -cin(). 'l'hey ~re:re v"ry ouopel· .. c1ve , 1\rt.er the motss 

meetin~, tue ~tafi' hao a meeting . 

Bobbv '1'al.bert 



Tnureday , APY'lL 4, 19(.3 

Wtmt to a St!U~ ::uetl.n p: :..t tne o.t'fic e . '!!ten l went 

out and hnd a d i s cu -n1on w1t.h the peonlo that 1•er e ro~ ng 

to ~ralk down to the court house , 

On the way ~ the court house , l was a groun l eader . 

After walk1nz d,.,..·n the stree t for abo\l t t'ive blocks r.~e 

turned around bPcause the nolice nere takin "' 'Cicture~ of 

the p,ronp . After returnina. to 1h e o f f i ce and meetinr:; w1 th 

w,-ley Br anton , we decided to take th e 11eo'Ole dot-m 1n cars. 

After the neople lef t I Hent out cmva ss~nr; and ~ot 

1:\to neo.,., le ~o co'Tto over . Then I ret.11rnec t o the office and 

.fomed a naot1nr ~11th 1h e l}reenwood Hoveroent . Then I ~~ent 

0\\ t an<~ passed our t.he l esflets about the mass meet1=, 

and ·•ent to the '"lass '!U'etinr m:fRelf . Dick 'Jre?ory was the 

speaker, along ~rith t he e1ont bo17 s who were in jaiJ. . 

Bobby '~'albert 



Frid~, April 5, 1Q63 

Star~ meeting concerned with : 

1 . 
2 . 

il: 
5. 
6. 
1. 
fl . 

tl'an!tnorta tion 
fe>od 
bill." 
aoti¥1t1e~ ~re than voter regi str ation ( t he steff 
to be in the ~nrk) 
e atting peopl e t o the court hou~e . 
Rettin more work done 
s t aff meetinr- at 7:00 a .m. tomorro~1 ( ':etur dny) 
the steff to ~ta"l out of the s ';reet after de rlc; 
carq in the alleY 

Bobby 'l'al bert 

Had a stai'f meeting and t hen \1ent t o Itta Bene to can-

vo ss and ~et people to comA to '1reemmod to re ~tister . 

~lh1le in 'l-reenwood we canva s sed f r om door to door and many 

o f the peopl e say that t hey have been thinktnp abou t it, 

others say tha·t they are going Clown lion<Uty , and some o:f 

the peopke did no t let us into their houses; t hey say they 

don ' t ~l<~nt to have anythinl' t o do ·ith thi!'> mess . "<> 'lfter 

Rtcl.;[i.ng in Ittc Bena unti.l 4 :01'1 ? ·1"1 · \19 c ovehed most of tbll 

houses . '3one of the ..,eoT>le have already b een d">lm, hvt 

some o1' thv people .:ere v:.r y uvGptJt·atlve and >rere H1J.J.:uu• 

t o re1!\1S.,:;.t·. I ... o·vurn .. d to Ule Ol"f1ce . 

·raere 1 s suppose d to oe .. s "al·f .re etin~ at ; : 30 p .m. 

with tile \'v reoorters . 'rb.ey will oatte ,Jict.UJ.·es of the 

o.1. f ice and ~1111 tal)t to .Tames ?oman !Uld some v~ t.he <!NCO 

s t aff. 
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'l'here i s suppo11ed to be a mass meet1.n l"' t on i r-Jlt a t 

7 : 30 . Tha spt~al{.,r •~< 1.1.1 be Rev. c. T . Vivie.n. It will be 

he ld a t Jennin~s Te~ple . The ~tu~ents are now nainti ng 

OUl' net-~ o.ffice and I wi ll not attend thi 'l mn s s meeting be-

cause I have ll~"'reed t o paint the offi ce t nniF.ht . ~le wil l 

start prlntina; as soon ss the staff meetin{l i s over. This 

sure will mske the o:ffice lo lc better . 

Bobby 'l'alhert 



I, Geneva •Brown, would like to tell you about Cal'ol

ina and Bessie Johnson . I 1.raa O"'m at Bennie Nunn• s place 

and just as I 'lorent t o waJ.k out o f the door, Bessi e cnt me 

on the let"t wri st . After she cut me sbe ran and h fl r brother 

and Caroline started cursi ng me al' t er Bessie ran. We had 

not had any al'guments that n 1.t;bt at all be1'or'il she cut. me . 

When 'r'IY lawful husb iUid and I ;rere t~~ether , t he " 

( aessie and Caroline • & sist er}W&re ~oing with~ husband 

and were picking a.fber me . t loren'" on and d i d not sey any

thlng. lofy husband "ralked or r a nd l e •' t '11\e , ,. th r ou r ohildr~r~ 

and one on the '"a" . He lel't with Earline, car oline's si s tar • 

When we went to court, a f t er she ·Out me , t ('l have the 

trial, they told me to be U 'l there 11onda y at 1 : 1'11) o 'clock. 

\·Then I went uu the:r put it of'f until 1be next day wh i ch was 

TUesday . I wen t th!!t dav an"! t h ey nut it o f until •·rednenda;r . 

They did not let me tell 1 t li){e ever·thinP was. 'l'bey said 

I 1</a<'~ drunk . !3u.t I was not becr>u.!'e I ha<' not had a drink. 

I All'l the 1'1\ot.her oi' i'i ve children an<'! I no not Hant t.o 

get int o t r oubl e and leave them because o f someone who 

does not mean anythin<r to me . The y came to rrry hou se t'lorice, 

once with t~e noline Pnd once 1t was her and Carol i ne . 

Hancoadc 



May 8, 1963 

Rave been going to the court house every ray rr~rn 

8 !00 until !p 30. 

I arrived at the of fice at 5!nO ~ ., . arter whi ch I 

Hen t over the refTistr~tion f rom 1·ri t h s~e people and then 

ansHered some ~etters . I then attended a mas~< meetinr in 

I tta Bena, Mississi~~i . 

There ~rere 20 peopil:e who att llmpted to rot;ister t odtrv . 

Bobby '~'albert 



llBPORT ON THE COUltT HOUSE 
Ma,r 13, 1963 

A.M.: Went to t he Court Rou s e and the clerk 'WO t•l d no t take but 5 

Ne groes 'because of t lae white peopl e there . 'l'hey were not 

treating t ne Ne~oes r1RPt; she "ras f'uss1pp; and hollering 

at the p eople. The clerk starter tak1ngthe people at 9:on 

and stopped at 10 :00. 

P.}!.: Baek at 1 : 00 p.M. and the clerk said she was not tnk:tn~ 

anyone, and then returned to the o1'1'1ce. Five staff mem

bers went ann t alked to the assi stant and she t nld us that we 

had to t alk t o the sherilf . The sherif f talked nice, but 

the clerk wa s mean. <:he ' told us no~ ~o eou•e back to 1.he 

Cow. .. Jiou~:~ e ancl called one young laa;r a black ape , 

M1U7 L. Boothe 



¥Tent out canvaM11rt; and e ont~ac+,ed 211 "leo">le , >Hmt bA,.k 

to the o i'f1ce and ··"mt to Ttt>t Bena ~rhera there Here ..-;eo!lle 

~~ru. tin~ 'lt the church to cC'me t c the court h ouse. I talked 

to the p eople and · ·ent overt the r e!!;i strat1on f orm '~itb them. 

About 3 :01) p .m. I ~Tent to the court houfl e and the registrar 

would not t ake the people we brou~ht to the court honse . I 

vtent to the office and told what ha-nened , and 11 ent the 

p eople b ack t o I t+a Bena, 

There was n l i ttle trouble at the court house . ~e 

stal'. talked to the sheril f and the re~i~trttr, At the of fice 

lore ran of'f sollle stencils about the !'lass meeting thnt \-rill 

be held t oniront at the Fir~t Christian r.burch. I then had 

a oonYer sation ~11th some new students that were here at the 

of fice. I told th~!l1 about the i mportance of the project 

and whnt t hey can do to help. 

Bobby Talbert 



Tuesday, May 14, 1963 

Went to the c:-f fice and ta.lked to the m!ll'llbers , '!hen 

started cleaning u p the stairs Where the o• othe s and shoes 

were, After boxing the shoes and clothes, I cleaned the 

place u p and as soon as .l cleaned up the upstai rs, a truck 

load or clothes came in. I also helped unloAd .52 boxes or 

clothes. Then we transf erred the clothes t~ t he church 

(lvesl ey t-tethodist ) where we have always )j:ept them s"ld after 

arriving I had t o carry all those boxes by myself until I 

got two people off the street to help me , Tne boxes were 

heavy. Then I attended a meeting. 

l3obby Talbert 

-



Today wJ:Ule I was canvassing, I t a.L.Keo lr1 th about 200 

people and tried to get them to register, but sane of them 

said the:y were free and did not want ,;o get into one of 

our messes, s~me of them slammed the door in my raoe. Bu~ 

I did not sto~. I worked about two more bleoks and oame 

back ann talked eomo. oi' them into ePing to 1he cour-c nouse 

to register. :;ome ot· t oSI!I said that, they will Ro tomorrow 

i r someone will pick tnem up. 'l'tley said somone told them 

last week to get readr ana no one ceme t o p1ck then up , 

That is why they changed tueir minds about gol ng t o register. 

I think I am doing a 11. ne job so t ·ar. I had ten streets 

to contact, eo 1r you son1 t think that I am doi ng a ~ood 

job, let me know tomorrO'A . 

Milton .Hancock 

p,s. one man has trouble with hie eyes anli he says that 

he will a:o down to regt ster . 



Wednesday , May 15, 19b3 

Went to ·tn e o:Lfice and a s signed m:reelf t o some s,;ree ~: 

that needed to be canvassed . I t ouk seven streets and 

\f&nt out canvassing. I contacted 36 peopl e and moat o~ 

them sai d tha t t hey would jD down Priday. 

I attended a meeting with Bob Moses, Chairman, and 

t aJ.ke d about how t he off'ice shoul " be arr,on !led . 

Went t o a :mass me e t i ng with a youn~:t mon from l'lirminP'

ham, 1\ & 1 who was the speaker. The meet i ng was re'll nice , 

excep t t he part on Ci t i zens• Leafllle. It kind of loH- rated 

the ~cc organization. 

I also went to t he doctor because of a ai~e i njury 

that resulted f rom oarryina the boKe a yesterday. 

Bobby Talbet>t 



.1\ll'B 18 . J. 96.3 

I 1-rastol d at t he rnass""!11eeting tonight that a 'POliceman 

went into the hOI'\e of ' Marie at 912 I!Olrard on 'imday at-ou t 

9 :.30 a .m. He took the s creen from the window and entered 

into the hsuse, whil e no one was ho~e . Xe was watched f rom 

both sides of the s treet, but nn one knew why he wen t in. 

The name fir the of fioer 11! thought to be Murphy . 

Wi llie Waehin~ton 


