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Dear Mr. Branton, 

I(§' 

December 8, 1982 

It le now liTO o'clock ini the morning and the cocks ero crowing. You 

boy, southlfest Georgia ie TeJ7t Ter'7 beautiful. It Juet needs a little bit 

of fisiag. 

We mov,d into RouthYeat Georgia as BD integrated group in J~one 1962. I 

do not t.bink that all of ua were aware of the mngnitude of t.his mon or its 

tmll implicationa. Bat then how could we be. This awnreneas comee only after 

long ex~~oeure to the area and then nenr com) letely. !o be fair perhaps I 

ahou ld only speak for myself • Sometimee I feel extremely lgn6rant ot hoY 

deeply embedded the s•atem ot segrego-.U.on it in both the blo.ck and wbi te mano 

So Ye· han to !!z and understand -.hat it is we e.re dealing rith and this 

oomea sloYly, eloyly1 Tery sloYlY• We haTe lived, breathed, agonized the 

frustration, the tBarand all that ia bound up with being R Negro in the deep 

South or for that matter anywhere. Yet ,I , Not being Negro ' can never really 

knoYe 'fbia le, to me, a great. source of frustr·ation. I like to ~· Recognitiom 

realization come in fle.ehee and from small incidents. Impreeaiona that re-

main a part of me RDd still cannot be fully understood or absorbed,. 

A.nd then the wbi te eommni ty • l'le ....., little coi!W1lUili wati on with it aa yet • 

Only egainaflaehea ot frustration, r1~e and hate. White faces become blanks 

and people to walk paat without noticing- giving me aomo measure of under

.. anding of how blaek and white aee each other. I hRve walked through the 

white downtown area to rie:lt 1111ebody in jaU,etc., and ho.ve seen good friends 

of mine on sirn!l~r errands walk by me without recognizing me. Yet in our 

familiar· Harlem setting ..... 

One day this flU.'!Eer wh1Je co.nvaesing in · ·mithnlle (Lee County) ..-e met a 

women of about 115, a medical doctcw. She Uvee in t".,. lnrge farmhouse, part 
o f whet used to be a fana. A f'a.rm boutht by her fa..'ni ly right &gter the Civil 
War. The hintoey- or the house and "of the family hits you BB 1!1008 ItS you wr>.lk 

in the t'oor. Listening to Dr. Griffeth apeak I tbinlr nll of us nre t[U\en back 

to the days of her nnceetora, the former slBTes Yho first settled there. 



The , picttu·ea of h·~r e.noeetor• wcrl) lm.na on thQ 'l'rall s - ome Negro, eome Jnaerl

cau Indian, or.~• trblte. She, Dr· OrUtitb, At\lda " lre naat come to flow freel:r 

among ournelne. "' that. is u., I think. 

Tbf.} iflli.:OOi6tQ goo..lo c~n bil s'at.od. as UaoRe of ~roa.l opttortu, ,f ties lor all, 

econooic, pol6tih.l and logt\lf tho reo• gniticn t.hr.:~.t. noonu -,bould 1te eah~ded 

bocnuse cf z·aoe,crotl(l c,nu colore l.og!'!il bft · rlora bt\.•N to bo re:;~voo , and ro

gillltrnt.ion of Nogroua as tt moana to a political TOice in th~.! power structure 

of t.hie eountr, is tUJP:ontlal. the political •l'liee being the mQtm'-'1 to t.he•e 

1B:jf)d1at,o goalth Then, honnr, t.here &re tho t"'Ot'Q lntengible lmpllcattoD.a of 

our l'l.iml!l , nd r.ur wo•·k. 1 see l t n~t tba ori(ming or c!oore tn people -ho ha-re 

al nys ~e·m o J &mod doos·sJ seen them ao mch r;nt1 for ~o long t..h11.t thep don •t. 

s~e t.ho d~ra nn.p longer. ltumnn cllgnlt)' i3 P. I· o;r ,.hruse, ono koy pbr~ee that 

r~e,n111 r'O!~,thlng to me. 1 feel tbc·, t ev<Jry bur~wtt por1~on htHt thil'!t t~1gn1 t.y and ro-o 

gnt·tUo&fll t~: how l!ltlch of it bnr been etcmpod do1m !CIIl it Ctl t'not. he tJt.ompod out.. 

ili ilihnt, t~ nro doing lo terbaps In RO!!iu f'l ~ ' r:U!'tH ' a belptnr~ to bring it l>Aci and 

out ln!o the open. I'm opeakin,g about tbm whHo rmn ns w~U ruJ tho l1egro. 1b , .. e 

nro il1eaU :tic eoneept6 nnd I ~ lt:et\Utttie. And th.;t fln",l goal in tho evunt.u"'l 

roolhatioo Ulii t. tho quEH~titmo, ' h!'\t is r~ce1 r~br\t i<1 bl · cf·:? :ftb~t 1q white?", 

:.~ r~ •nt t.d ones. 

~e ~·~ra ;1 n I h-t ~Jgrated group now worldng in ' outh~rest. Oaorgla. a'ild tho ~tlgrtlti

Ctlnco u.t' it croepa up on me w.·r0 t'Dd moro uv~; y Ot)Y• Uore, for tho fi r"'t time, 

All ~:outber·wJrA are lablo to fl!Oo Negroet.J ond wbi toa •orfiing ~ido b:y nlt~e tut 

Of1uc.la a.nd t'l.S frionda. Thia letter p<:.rt. b:H~ 1:"10n:-, ".lgniftcance h! rer;ant t.n tho 

Ilaaroe!;! a~ they b::.:,ve !\ olvmco t.o gHt to lcnowe u~t p~r ~onalJy c.nal c11n rettlly 

~aa thut ntltch e t.bin.g in pm'laible. · '"' t.tr~l confro• if.i~ t.ba coC(')'TQnity vlth wtut 

!"'b,uld b,_, Ni wfl , t, vlll bo. t~o are ehoriDG hortJ nnd tww, r . thor then tta)l.tng 

about blloel ''-n<l ~: bito togothor, thet ~ dreom cn.n bo ro •d i ty, 1.uW.. th '\t words 

c,.,n mcru1 " OM'Otbin;._x:. There ~~r:l few thint~ft tbr.\t. in my mind a.ru thud r_;ni'ltecl aa 

tot.n.lly, robeo:!utoly ;-;nd _,Jlotely r.ight. lnte~rt'!.t.i,~n In one of tboAo thibgn. 

J thin!; thnt tbe grou . down hare faelll r!Dd c'\ 008 boyood th" inr•~otliote go.J,ltt Of 

oc1ual1t.y ,.nd tbn.t r·Jl of n~ arc, in nur o"n in :!vidual wo.:va, !igtHln~ for ths 

for n t'0Y 0(..'fi'l' '1lnity. And tbia 1"' vh;r tbo tnt · •grr~tod group ia n,n tHt'le"ttlnl p 1rt 

of r:ur cntJlro r 11 oso,lhJ' Bttc:l node of nction. 

---'- i th "bud-c.,..re" · The role of th'a '\'fblt" nt·U!1ont lllaa:BaS!JnallllwiJWU"AAXICl n ° ·· 
tl P to -..,• "Whito !'\tudontA increo~o tho Sont.b h :o cono uodct· · oriom~ 11t10S on. oop --., · 
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fear of the ~egroea, lhe rage of the whites, tho amount of harassment." All of 

this is true, to some extent. l'ear in the L'<egro is there n,nyway end t.hey deal 

with it every tlo.;y or their livea.A wbol life-time i:~ ~: pent in ever present nwa1 o

nosa of the whito. (I cannot generalize und :~ ay thnt this is true ·· i thout eaception, 

but 1 thinl that e,lmost everyone h:•s some of it in him. I t involves always being 

careful nnd not missin. ; a. ~tep,).As fnr P S voter registrl\tion in the counties is 

concerned, those who 'tiO!It dtb it cr.m ne~r forget th[~t thGir liTes, homes, ftlmi-

1 ies, churches nre in Jenpordy. Moat are ahu.rc-croppers Md as AUCh co.n be thrown 

off the 1 f.!,nd. And thie ifl too nll pn.rt t~.nd pnrcel of 6he life-time of consciou9 
~· 

or '1Ub-conscions worrJ th:•t is a ; part of most southern !'·~groes. It is difficult 

to ~pce..k ·d th n.nthori ty thou:.!;h• 1 cnn learn from oly~ervt..tiion nnd fr<>m friends, 

but 1, myself, nga.in only experience, as !1 b ;,,va all my life, momentll.ry fl nshea 

of fear. Th~ s fear must be broken throullfl and that i~ an onormou9 P•~. rt of our 

job • .i::;< eh i J dvidual l'ltl CJ t . come to rcll.lize that be i ' a perso~j~tt 8.!!1 good 88 a.ny . 
I other, a pe~son with the same chance 1~ life. ~ere ha~ got to be hope that 

something can be dono and tll:l t it b up to you a.a an individual to do it. Yet, 

thi "J ee.n' t turn into black a.gt• inst ;;·hi te and vri th the l u.d· of ·.rbi te rwuthernera 

to h c~ lp\ for the moaent~ the n-hi te northern 'ltudent h as a Talun.bl e role. Non-Tio

lence menn F.I love to mo • But love for other human beings can ';nly come, ho110ver, 

when yon h !'.TO the opportunity to realize thf'- t the porsonJ<>u ure to love might be 
'· 

a hunt~n being 1.md not 8 bla.nli wa.ll 1 ritb no f r.cez ;nasu:Le6rnin.•:, to rcg ~rd Jnmii~Jne 

.aill Mother as indvidunls r~thcr than blanJH'Ie 

We've got to <leal 1rith the cnro.gement of the whites though.l'ie h:1.ve to P.l. I e a.n 

effort •• their fe e !inga and semeho !v to comprehend the centuriel!l of ind0ctrino.tion 

th;:. t ! ie bohind them. •:omeone onco ee.id to moa "When th~1 •ee •egro and white 

together it is es though way deep down inside of them two brolen ribs are gr&

ting toJJether··" A great many of th1J h ~.'.rnssments thnt we ex~, erienc:ed thh surrner 

dea.lt with tbis. Threatening phone calls almost n]wc.y· ' referr4ht to ''thn.t -white 

girl" or "mite boF,." it seem~ to be 8 feelin: ~ of betrayal. Encounters with police 

or local whites baTe the same- "tone"• On the other h andt harassments ~ ,bea

tings, ah'-'otings, occur ;• i th non-intesre.ted group a. Wi tncaA Mi.s i ssip •i, Wi tnese 
'i Southwest eorgia before laat summer. 

I e.m expoun(1ing- somBtiaea trith o.bsolutes, nometinos dth tll. u uncertainties 

tho.ti flood rr.y minde And as tlle p11ce quickens, t.hen 1}1ws, as mote people register, 



then few(j r n,g c.in, C\B ho~oe ond ei.J.areb~ R g" t burned and poo['l ~ t\ r\\ •hot, na 

discour~oment 11et~ in as it oeca,.ion" ll;r t\ (')01'1 1 1 bold onto th• thought of 

esch ind ivi d!la ~ tbn t 111 0 rcaoh enn l\ Httlo bit h prt !~881h 

I come n i1 on .P.- poreh :,.nd n.n r..ndont l ady, f u ll of dignity in .!!.2.!: worJd 1 

aa;r•• ".£ee m;m" r,nd o1'ter8 roe bor cbntr. AJi enrtl;10d · hi to race Abou t" c •1 r ·e• 

out of t h-e c nr 't! iru.lc.'11r•Jael<. Chdlfteltt' wa lll l!l u p to o hcn ~e r>,.nd tl.l ~1 1~ ot the 

porob fl h fl i HHII vhibly. 'rbe ftt~l" ro ~) l -':l tre t.l ,·, n t !!Bm . 1~ e,re (l t ·:d with l o r<r (: t 

t ho dool'. "1 didn ' t know th,, t Colored peop1o could vot.!!•" 

~--~( ·· ' · 
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