
Hi Folks: 
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This has been a week of wonder. The Albany Movement has had it, s uAnniversa:ry Wae 
::tnti __ now ·Lho c:"!. u w .i ' "' nA_ 0£ +.h i?.. e;reat spok g:;m;:~n makes it$ mark felt as men Sit Oll t 
ideas and cheer the yoUl"le v~c"h'"'"'~"' onward. It was somewhat corruptedj from 
paying canvassers 11 per head", to paying the jailed, to "Anniversary." Well real 
it doesn't leave us guiltless as no matter how hard we triei, if we donr:rr." 
succeed, we should have tried ha rder. 

Slater King's wife, Marion, who was knocked down by an officer from behind 
earlier in the surrm1er while Bhe was with child, lost her baby. We have lost 
so much of our bloodc It causes me a great deal of pain to internalize this frus· 
tration. I only hope that AJmighty God will grant release. Marion was always 
c l ose to us. 

The mass meetings in the counties are really beginning to swing. Here's a brief 
outline of those we 've held in the last week or so -Faith~ 

We held our L::.glSTl, maeting in SUMTER COUNTyt on November eighth3 at Pleasant 
Grove Baptist Church in Cobbs. There were twenty-three people from .::>urrrter there, 
none registereEl .. One man, lv1r. Bobby Lee Robertson, told me after the meeting~ 
that he had applied to re~ister. He failed the test because he couldn't ask one 
question -·- "Whon was God born? 11 No wonder " 

Sherrod l ed the meeting_, instructing and exhorting . Starting with the sit-ins., 
he s~1owed the nedd and eff e ct of sticking together. He told of the protection 
available to those who stick together in the fic_ht for the ballot. He spoke of 
t eaching ourselves to say no to v~hite men . 

The ni[':ht foll owine-; the meet inc we reeeived two phone ca lls in reference to 
Sumter " The firs t one to ld us that the caller was gonna blow the sons a bitches 
up . Th e s econd phon e cal l, made a l most immediately after the first, merely elab-· 
orated on the 11 gonn.a blow th e sons a bitches int egrationists" theme_,, although 
this time + h e; rnfl.D n.a llint, said tha t he was CcJ.ling because We had illOVOO into 
S11mt.sr ,. 

James Ivio.ys c.a:n; that the Vot er's League of Americus in Sumter has had to discon­
tinue its meet in.;;:s beco.use t he i nsurance company tha t insured the building 
where they mot had cancelled the policy. This is in spite o f the fact that Conra 
Brown", of I~o inoni :t ., said that Sheriff Chape~Jl, of S·Ll.mter , has said that voter 
regi st:i:'at:i.on meet :Ln t,c can be hel d,) but th~y better not be integrated meetings. 
Both om.' mceU.n;: s have been integrat ed. 

The nie:ht. aft-er t he Sumter meeting , the home of one of the men who a ttended the 
meeting v:a s c-·hot at; he thinks with a pistoL Thi s man has also att ended meeting 
in Lee off and on. He is afraid that if it 1 s reported he's afraid he'll lose 



A~~anta ~4, Georgia 

November 12-±8 

This week has been a very excieting,humerous and ih~pirational one for 
me, because Ihave been faced with IDSJ.ny new tasks. 

I have traveled through thirty of these United States, but only 
for pleasure c lVIy tr i p here to Albany , Georgia is not a trip for plea­
sure, it's a trip to fight for freedom, eQuality and dignity for 20 
million Negroes all over the United StP te s .. 
On the way to AJ.i!Dany, I thought of many things I 'tiD uld have to sacrifice, 
like dropping out of school for a. semester, not being home to s ·ing ¢ 

with the Howard Choir at Constitution Hall, something I have alway:s 
looked forward to; being away from my family a:rd friendso Viias going to 
Albany,Georgia to work with Voter Registr tion worth all this? But then 
as I passed thl'ough shaaJmty towns and big cities and ga:z.ei1 at the stars 
smething crossed my mind .. What good would it do :rre to finish school if 
I ouldn&t get the tyj?eof job I really wanted. The Civil Rights Oommis sion 
has stated that most students p;raduating from a Negro collage or Unh>JXJKX:k 
versi ty get t .t9 same type of jobs that Vi.h i te students gdt Vi.h en trhey 
just gradu~te from high school. Maybe if we ~ Jd get the right pemple ± 
in off ice emrthing could be done about this S':'tua tion. And th0n I thought 
about Constitutrilon Hall, Washinp;ton's biggest oncert hall.Sur·e it's 
great to get the chance to perform with one cf the cmuntry 1 s gr>eatest 
choirs and with a world known symphony orchestre., but there wa.c1 once s. 
time when Marion Anc1erso n hs d to s'li!.ng on the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial in freezing weather, because her skin is black and at the time 
no Negroes wer>e allowed to perform at Constitution Hall. Nor were they 
allowed. to gok to any of the concerts given there. So why should I turn 
down a chance to fight for free f!on so thR t I me.y sing e.t e. nlace that JKZXS 

wa.s once JimCrowedo 
Then I thought about my family~ Well, that was no problem. Because 

of the fact that both of my narents were born and raised in the South, 
they had to suffer the tribuJs. tions and hee.rt8.ches caused by S'r:wr>ega­
tion. They wouldn t t mind my le:-:ving home for e few months to fight :for 
equality. 

So the de cis lon wasn 1 t very hard to make. My mind w&s at ease • . "I 
m doing the right thing. u 

I ard.·/ ed here wl th two other people on Monday November JAth. We 
hadnit beenhere f'if'tee 'l minutes vrhen ~!l'B one called us and threatened to 
kill us if we came to SU.11111ter· County" 

We have gone to mass meetings in Sumpter, Terrell m•d Lee. All m:f 
these meetings hpve been POnd.erful experiences for meo It's wonderdi:ul 
'b see these people so detel"mined to fight rorthetr rights, n®!ltite~x 
what gets in the way. I 

I have me~ many mo nderful people since I l've been here, ouch as 
Mana Doibly, the Rings, the Jordens,the Browns, and many of the students 
·':'rom Mtt.noe High and Carver Junior High schmols" I had the great pleasure 
of talking w:lt.h Dr. Martin Luther lUng last Friday night ®~fer hef{;{gavte 
a thrilling spP"'lch at a mass meeting in AII!ilanvo . 

And '3ai:;U' day I 1r¥ent canve.ssing for the first time - for Thomas Co 
Chatmon .. Chatmon is- in a run~off for d.ty ommisslonerh tomo:r>row(Nov,20) 


