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ON Febrll4l1 20 tb6 uagll~s Bx;~ldill' Commill66 I,Arn,d Iblll a 
rl'l"est blflll ti".ntl,tl for &Ftl Rlnlin to go 10 Monlgom"." . 
J'flah4ma, I() t II witb tnl/lin lIlfIIl", ()f. Ib, bill boy toll. A on,- . ' 
uy prol,lI Jm n,trillion blflll ilnixp,tl,JJy dn,lop,d into " tn.r;Df . 
'xpmmmi wilb non-1liolml "sistmt, tmJ was mining ils ,l""nlb 
w,ll. ; . . .. .' , .' '.. . -: - . 

B~'"t#II" 'imno~ fIIIIS ' ~Oll1lling, ' ""d .. b,t""l, ';611' ;1 gr",,~ : 
dang" of lI;olmt . 'M~al .tonllitl, Ih, &cIeIlIW, Committll f,11 t,,! 
lAagll,'SbOIlIJ do IIlI mIll' p.ofller 10 belp IIrengtbm IboJ~ torus m 
Ib, Negro tommllnill fIIbicb ar, IXJJloring non-lIiolnui. .... " 

. pmib~Df'~' ~j" mmi 'of -'Q~~' :f,jolmt '.onili~ 'fII' ar, .­
jlU",J witb in 'lb" Soldb ' loJ", is on, of Ih, imptwhlnl fM/Dfs . . 
whitb' rrNl'1 Ihi tUmosph", in fII!tirh intmI4Jiotlill WI ltd,s pl.". . 

" Th, Commill4, 'f/IJtld tm41IimollsJy to SInd Bit,arJ,'sint, b, has bll4 
" --eorui'JerabJ, ,xpn:ienr~ . .mtb . ,!o"-1IioJ~1 .resisl41l{' ~~. botb Ibl . 

North and SOllib. . . . . . . . . , 

A reJHn1 iSSliid ()n h&/' 9J :b) Dr.: Homh- ,Mil, who mited 
Montgome'1' inJitlll,1 thl .. alII' IJt Bayatd'i 'fllork, Dr. lad: says: 

. "H, SlIm, Isplnally '1'&#11' in tOlinselingJPilb .tbelel14ers oj Ib, 
1'rollsl .Jllring th, «lIdal Iwo wteks afler Ih, mass ar"111 for Ib, 

, '110,,"011: His. ,"ont,iblltion 10 in1n:P",in" tbl GarzJbilll'l t!Ppr()4&h to 
Ih, l,aderlhip .&4nnol bl olln'Sllfl'U#''', J . ...•. . " 

. . W, .IW' pl,as,,] 10 sh~' Ib, /' olJowi~g 'pDf/ions', 0,- BalarJi I ' :. . 
"PDfI UItIh m~"'.b"l :tmJ frilll4S IJ ,b, LI.glI'. . .'. . .•. ". -. , , .-

. " .. .,. ' ." -
. . . ". ~, :. ;., . 'j. . . :. '. '. . '\ . , .' 
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L Tension in ' ~ South today ~ been caqsed}y many {actors: , 

L J{ RJzpitl IntUulrial ,Rno/lllion bas drsrupted the old 
lOcial and economic patternS in' the South. Intcosc social confusion , 
has been created. ,~4?Ot White and. poor Negro peoplecw~ '0% ' 

'of whom have beCome urbanized an the last f~ years. are faced .-
, - with ma1cing radically new adjustmeots. In such • time as this. if , .. 

this were the only factor. a , certain amount of tension would be 
J inevitable. ' " ' , ' . , , ', ," , " ", 

, . ,' , , , ',' . .,--- ' - ' 

- b. . Th, sirpt"", CDIIrI D~(m()n DfM4y, '19J4 is viewed, 
~' many white Southerners as federal intervention ' designed to 
deStroy their way' of life. There is a determined dort to frustrate 
this and any other court decision indicating increased justice for 
Negroes. In fact. nery cHort for justice is considered to be _~ 
to this major Supreme Court decis1on. " " •. " ' 
, :, C. Thl N#fII N'gro ~lIiu1tll: .All over the South the Negro , 
has reached the position whe~e' be no 'longer is prepared to accept 

, injustice and incilgni*y. He is determined to have justice now.- He -
has a new sense of digiirty and destiny. He is ,united as never before. 
, ,,' a Th, Emngen'te of Th, Whi/~ Citizen] C~/mcil]and ' 
the use of P:fOPaganda, threats. arson, mass arrests, bombing and 

,', murder to obstruct the progress of Negroes at t:V~ point ~ in 
schools, in trausportatjon ana in voting. Economic boycotts against 
Negroes are increasingly being used. , " ',' '-' .. ',' , 

e. 'Th, D~tlin'- of W bile LibfflJism: In ,A1ah3ma the white -
Jiberals, the white church leadership and the so-called middl~f- ' 
the-road race relations groups have literally been immobilized by 
fear of violence and fear of ~tracism. 1qey do not s~ out. They 

,- , do not act. "I'he ~e1ds of comment and action have been left to 
white extremists. on the one hand, and ' to Negroes who demand 

. justice DOW. o~ the other. For example, in' Montgomery DO white ' 
minister except on~ who has a Negro congregation has spoken out. 
At the University in Tuscaloosa~ the .American Association of UDi-

", . versity Professors has not met nor made a statement on the Auther-
'-, , ine Lucy case. In Bitmin&ham the Interracial Council announced 

that they were neither for nor against integration. The recent remarks 
by novelist William Faulkner indicate that this decline of . white 
liberalism is not limited to .A laham • . " , . . . . . ~ '. . . 

u: The Montgomety ~: 
" , . , 

, , 
" . .' 

.' , , . , a. The leadership in general is ' exploring the prmdl'les and 
tactics of Qon-violence. All 'the leaders are clear that they will have 
no part in starting violence. There is, however~ considerable con­
fusion on the question as to whether violence is justified in reta1ia- ' 
tion to violence directed aF.nst the Negro community. At present 
there is no urdu!, non-VIolent preparation {or any such extreme 
situation. '.. , " , ,. ,' - , . ,', , 

_ " b. ',The R~erend 'Martin, Luther King. lr .• ' leader' of the 
Uont~mery Improvement Assoc.(ation, which ' IS or~ani?in8 the ) 
QOQ·v!oIent protest, is developing i decid~~l Gandhi·like vi~ and' 
rerognizes tJier,e is a ttemendous educati9 job to be done within ' , 

" . . --- " . ....; . 
- .J .. . ' . ' t ', ' 



, the 'Negro ~ommuoitr. He ~ e~gerly Jeanilil, .all that ~ can, about ,' , 
non-violence and C'V1dence mdicates that he IS emergUlg ' as & re~ 
giona! symbol of non-violent res4t an ce in the deep South. 

, -c. Until recently the Montgomery Improvement Association 
~ad no constructive pJ:Ogram: Now, however, ' such an educational , 

" ' and work program is underway. Huge prayer meetings and symbols, , 
" ' including SlOgaBS, discUssions and songs, &Ie designed to keep Jhe ' 

, movement goinR' The car pool. substitut~ traDsJ>OLtation for the 
_ Negro commUDlty, i) efficiently operated- and utjllzes constructively 

the energies of many scoreS of the seco~daty leadership. ,,' _' -" 
, do)'he leadership, cOmprising ' about one hundred Negro 

, men and women, from all classes, is courageous. Many have been 
arrested and &Ie prepared to go to jail ,Their trials began March 19. 
, c. The Negro cQmmunity of ipproximately 4'.000 people 

Is almost to the man behind ~ protest, refuses to use', the buses, 
contributes Over $2,000 weekly to help with the car pool and will 
not retUrn to the buses until their minimal demands' arc met. The 

- ' movement' is strong because it is religious as ' well as political. It has , 
been built upon ~e mosf"stable institution--of the southern Negro 

, community - the Church. There is no -evidence , of Commupist ,--

,-

, infiltration. ' : : - ' .. '.. ' -, ' , " , 
, ' f. The prOtest is : a ' railk and fije 'moveaicnt. ~o particular 

person or persons began it It arose from a very general rcsponseto ' , 
the arrest of a respectable Negto woman who mused to move to ' 
the rear of a bus. The community resented he£ treatment j the com­
munity began.., to ad. Later the ministers began to give guidance to 
a movement which they had created. " 

III. The Importance of 'the Montgomery Protest: I -

a. Through 'the 'non-violent action in Montgomery. Ne· .. , 
grocs. North and South, have come to see that many of the stereo­
types they have held about themselves arc not necessarily true. ' 

~ .;;~ t~:~, has giv~n' th~ a s~se of , ~~~,e, and dignity, and they ( 

I 

1. , that they c~ "stick together" " . , 
, . 2. that their leader3 do not 'necessarily "sell out" , 

3. ,that violence, such as the bombing of the l~ers' 
homes, does not . necessarily ':any longer intimidate .. 

, 4. that their church and ministers '''arc now militant" 
' •.. 25 of those arrested are ministers _ . ' 
, .- 5. " that they have found ' a new direct-action method 
that is bound "to spread over the deep South" ' .. " , . 

. • . ! 

__ ' 'b: Mont$O'D.ery has convinced manY sou~ern Negroes that _ 
certain, elem~nts 1Jl the- white southern ' community do , not intend to 
,see them make any progrcss~ The Negroes see evidence of this in 
the fact that their J'rerequisites for rceurning' to the buses are merely .. 

' conditions prevailing in other ,so;uthern cities already. The protest 
leaders seeK ,.-~. - _ ' -', . . . . 

1. ' courteous .tteatmc 1t on the buses " , . ' ', .- ' 
,., ' ,, 2. fust-come·nrst-serv~ s~ating within Ihl. J'l"galion 
t· , . ~. • . ' • 
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pilltlf1l while the colUt$ ,.~e the legalltj· of intra-s~ sep 
galion . . . : ' .. . .: ',' . . . . 

' .... ..... ','!': ~~m' Nes~ driven 'oll bUses ~ing plCCiomjnantly 
Negm areas~ .. ..... ::.'. .' ... :.':' . '. . ':: " . . .. ' 
Why,' the .NegrOeS ~ :~ Wbitc'P:eopIe unWilling to pDt tbeIe . 

;. simpl~ ~uests? 'ne IDSW~ they be1iev~ is that a line has DOW 
beeii drawn igainst any final abolition ot aegregation. This has : .' 
lead the ' N~gro ' in Mootgomeq to ftCl6ublc his effort siDce his " 
treatment OD th~ bu.ses is a long-standing ,grieva.oce and has a.used . 
Negroes in. other ~ of the South ~ Ix;lievc all is lost unless they 
vigorously struggle fot jwt.ice now. , . . ' :' . . ':" .'. ' .. , .. 

' IV :Out" :" ~~'::_I:~_· ~~'le' :<.: : - .. :.,:: .~:.:/:: ..... : .. ' :.:' ;'. : :'.,: ". :'.' '" 
• . rCll;~ A» : ' . ,_ , ~#, '. ~! '. - -. ;. ••• ~: !;.. , :, : ,, ' . - . :" . . 

Those of us who · are in~ted to see progress . toward a 
peaceful interracial society ~ the Soatb, and who are convince4 

" that-to a considerable degree such a society depends on a Don-violent.' , 
:' response by the Ne8I9 C;ommunity, have somct:hing to ~ ~. addition '. : . 
· . . ~,tFcportin8 the Montgomery .. Improyement . AS1OOation. More ' .. ' 
. 5 . ca.Uy. we must use . Out resources ~ streDgtb~ the forces of . 

.... nOIl-violt:1lt res~tance' in . the M;~tgome!1 .~n. 'J.'hia means, . 
, among O~t things, bclpmg to prepare liberatute. ~mg ~ plan . 
: . : workshops on. nOD-violence in the,ory and practia; ping to con- . . 
~ . .- struct functional work programs and raising fundS to cany.OIl other' 

programs (elated to nOIl-Violeot ·education . . : . . '.. .. , .:: " . . ., .. . ..' . - , : , 
.' • J • • .. ' " ' . _ • .. • 

. . V •... T~ Impol'tm,t .Q:>nsiderations: .. " '. ~. : .. \ ... ' ... 
· " a. We in the North shQUld beat. in inind that .the most · 

important thing we cah do to help the Montgomery situatIon is to 
· ': 'Pr,ss now for lolllJ i.m,grlZJion in /h, Nor/h. Montgomery is imPOI~ ' . 
r tant if it stimulates os to greater' action whe,e we are. ... . . 

: ".', b. ' Montgomery is also significant f;>ecause it revealS to a . 
. . world sick withvioleno:: that non-violent resistance hJlI relevance , . 

. today in the United States agunst forces that are prepared to use 
.. > ...... ,cxtreme measures to crush it. .Thisis a very real educational factor " 
: fOI all people to utilize Who. are working for world peace. 

... <I • . , , 
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' .. ' Thei~ · aie hvo' things yo~ c~ do rio~tohelp ' stren8then the 
" non-violent, aspects of this impom.nt protest action: '. , 
. . ' 1. Communicate your moral support to the Mon~gomery Im­
pr~vCDlent Association by ,,!,riting its president, .the Reverend M. L . 
King, Jr., 309 South ]acJc.son Sum. Montgomery, Alabama. Moral.. 

:,; support is important. .' .... , ' 
. 2: Send contributions to the WAll llBsIsTEU l.:BAGUB ear­

marked for use in relation to Montgamery. The WIlL is DOW doing . 
many things in. referenCe to Montgomery for whirh funds t#'t! 
lI1'g,n#y nt!ldld. · . . :.. .. .'. '.': ", . -- ' . 
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