














LOUISIANA STORY SMITH 

of the country. But I know what ever happens to him, could happen 
to me; and the sad thing is that the majority of the white people 
don't know that. So when President Kennedy died he really didn't 
do anything for the Negro. Whatever he did to make conditions 
better for the Negroes in this country, before his death, was not really 
much because he achieved his greatness in death. When he died 
that's the moment he became great; and it was not through his re
lationship with the black people, but his greatness came because he 
showed the white people what they could do to themselves. If they 
recognize this fact, Kennedy, will be a white man's Abraham Lincoln. 

It's not to give Kennedy undue credit or pin medals on him, how
ever, it is to say 1that if any human being must die in this country for 
something like that, or if any human being can't walk the streets 
anywhere in this land without .the fear of losing his life because he 
may say a word or two about "rights," then the black people must 
remember that their freedom will not come . 
because that's tie u with t22_man _ot s. It must come from 
themselves. Now as far as the mass movement is concerned I think 
that I know how the young people feel because many of us have 
walked the same road and been in the same jails, experienced the 
same type of pain, even though all black people in America know 
everything about pain. Our whole private life is constant protest and 
rebellion against this type of thing. We know that we have to "go 
for broke," and we must address ourselves to the situation in this \ 
country like there is no tomorrow. Tha,t is to say, if someone is mur
dered in Birmingham today, we can't call for a "cooling period." 

The only thing that we do when we cool-off is to give "the man" 
time to cool-off and murder someone else. So to make an effort to 
"go for broke" we want the country .to examine itself and we want 
the segregationists and everybody in America to rendezvous with 
reality. If we tell the truth about our situation we will see that we 
have been accepting peanuts for freedom and in a sense we have been 
accepting a desegregated lunch counter in exchange for six lives and 
thousands and thousands of beatings, and we cannot afford to let 
that happen again. We cannot stop at the lunch counter, because 
that is no basic change. We cannot really stop with voter registration, 
because there is a limit to the power of the vote even though the vote 
is extremely powerful, but the limitation resides with time in order to 
overcome all of the obstacles and the many problems that confront 
us. It takes a lot of time and this means ·that we are going to hav 
to find some way and some situation in which to keep the people in 

249 
'"· 



FREEDOMWAYS SECOND QUARTER 1g64 

the street and force the whole country to look back at Dallas and see 
what ,that really means. At that point the President of the United 
States Steel will stop saying "my only concern is profit," and he will 
come out of his office and say "I want to do something, I am willing 
to make the fundamental and basic changes that will give the Negro 
an effort to determine the nature of my life in America." Until the 
Negro can move the white man too, we don't really have anything. 

This has to do with the Negro becoming the custodian of his own 
being, able to effect the changes that effect the lives of everybody; 
and the only way we can do that is we have to continue to point to
ward Mississippi, but more so Dallas because it has a special meaning 
to the whites and reflects the country's insanity. Until we can get 
Americans to accept what that death really means there will be no 
real change. 

This brings us 'to another vital point. All America believes 
that the Negro people in America are nonviolent by nature; that 
all the Negro wants is to be polite and be "good Negroes." This 
is a lie, because the true passion of the people refutes this. Truth will 
prevail. Their feelings represent the truth and so at one point the 
civil rights leadership must take a position. W e must stand with the 
people, in effect stand with ourselves because we are part of the 
people, come hell or high water. We must say to them "I have no 
desire to be a good Negro, I only want to be free," which has nothing 
to do with my wanting to be good, or bad or being nonviolent." 
In speaking about nonviolence and the mood of the masses of the 
country, I know, and the White House knows, (and I guess the 
churches in America know it too) this country was born in violence. 
My suppression had to do with violence and every time America made 
an effort to defend itself it was done with the trigger. And every
time this country goes to war, this country says it's always "right" 
when it's not. My country has been wrong on many occasions and 
the church went right along with it. History testifies to this. So, when 
we in the Movement go to the White House, we must go with this 
in mind. Going to the Whit e House and taking pictures is one 
thing; but going to the White House and telling the politicians about 
the real situation is another. Must one go to the White House 
and say in effect, but honestly, regardless how friendly they seem to 
be, "you are still 1the slave masters and the fact that you are Attorney 
General or President of the United States and you didn't pull the 
trigger that murdered Medgar Evers, but you had a lot to do with 
nourishing the mentality that pulled the trigger." 
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What about their indifference to a very real and crude and criminal 
situation, and their refusal to recognize that Barnet:Jt or Wallace 
may be the glamour boys on stage in this vicious drama but that 
Chase Manhattan and Wall Street wrote the play, and the Wallaces 
just acted it out, proves where you stand. I think that the leadership 
strata in all organizations must approach government with this in 
mind. If they don't ,they will sell the people out, and if they are selling 
the people out I guess ultimately the people will have to remove all 
of us. We shouldn't go to Washington trying to be sophisticated or 
trying to impress anyone. Tell the man "give me what is mine or 
damn you" (and it wouldn't be that it would be much more cruel) 
and then we are representing the people. We will have to say what 
the people are saying. Unless that is done we are doing a great dis
service to the people, both black and white. I must say that there are 
a lot of young people in the movement who do not meet the press 
and they are willing to tell the government to go-to-hell, "to shape 
up or ship out." They are willing to "go for broke," and there are 
only one or two people in the established leadership in the Move
ment that the young people have some faith in and even they must 
walk that line carefully before they become sucked in by the glamour 
of the Hollywood type that is to have them grinning for cameras 
while the terrible reality of our situation escapes them. 

To put ~t bluntly, if we allow ourselves to be sucked in by the 
makers of our oppression, the Negro will never never move from 
where he is. Let's pray that it won't happen. I think that people are 
better than that, generally speaking, and I do think if too many 
"movie stars" come to the top the people will walk on them. That 
is why I say, to be a leader anywhere, you must stand with your 
people, and if there is a bombing in Birmingham or a murder any
where in the land your place is not in Washing1ton, but with your 
people and you are not supposed to go there to calm your people 
down. You are suppose to go there to make them as militant as 
possible, to "go for broke," so that such a thing won't happen again. 
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