
: :.-:;-_. 3 PREFACE 

It has been my experience to find that CORE statf is just as ig~ 

norant about the political structure of louisiona as the people in the 

community in which they are working. This is not a reflection on any-. 

one, it's just that the people in the cammmnity have been denied the 

right to vote and the majority of staf£ were either too young to vote 

or were concertrating on other programs and had no inte~st or time £or 

politics. Now, with the passage of the voting bill, it is imperative 

that there be a political awareness among the people and sta£f alike ... 

A serious shortage of paper (and money) in this office prevents 

us from supplying you with more than one booklet, but i£ you have need 

of a booklet of this type in your political education program, I would 
.·;.. 

strongly urge that you out the stencils and run them off on your project• 

These booklets may be used as you see fit, but it is my sugges

tion that only one page be issued to ypur class or group at a time. 

This has a twofold purpose, first; it allows the teacher to stay ahead 

of the class, thus. any local person can teach, which would be a tre• 

mendous step towards community organization in sane areas• Secondly; 

if you have a sho:t>tage of stencils and paper, as most projects do; 

you wont have to use your complete supply all at once and it will give 

you more time to hustle up more supplies. 

After page "one" has been issued to the Jltelass11 or "discussion 

group" ( or whatever you prefer to call it), it is thon read and through

ly discussed before the quiz sheets are distributed. After the qu;Jst• 

ions have been answered, there should be another discussion and a 

question and answer peroid-

(continued) 



They are than given the next lesson, (not th~ questions) to take 

home and study. -The answers to some of the questions cannot be found in 

the text of this booklet. This was done d~liborately to stimulate tho 

interest of the group and start them to aski~j.g questions and doing their 

own re so arch into the political structure of their parish. · Clas so s 

should be held at least once a week but preferably twice a woek,possibly 

on Tuesdays, since thoso are relatively uncluttered days as far as tho 

community is concornod. 

This is tho first of four booklets designed as a teaching aid 

for political oducation classes. I sincerely welcome all criticisms 

and comments and if there are any suggestions for improvement, please 

dont hesitate to write or otherwise contact mo. 

FREEDOM, 

m CHARD TINSLEY 



REGISTRATION 

After qualificntions for voting have been dotorminod, some procedure 
must be set up so that a :tt-ocord may be compiled of those eligible to vote. 
This is. known as registration, a procedure tho purpose of which is to 
assure the public ··that only those qualified will be permitted to cast 
their ballots. This is but ono of many safeguards against such cor~upt 
practices as stuffing tho ballot boxes, padding tho rolls, voting tho 
names of deceased or fictitous persons, repeating, or voting by non ros~
donts or floaters. For example, a 195~ Act of the Louisiana Legislature 
on this subject makos it unlawful to buy tho registration of any votor, ro 
offer money or anything of value or tho promise of anything of valuo to 
induce him to rogistor, and also mak as it unlawful for any person to ro
ciovo money or anything of valuo, or tho promise thereof, for his rogis
trtrtion. 

Registration in Louisiana is required of all voters throughout tho 
state, both urban and rural, for both primary and general elections. Tho 
registrar of· voters, who is elected b'f1 tho governing body of tho pa·rish, 
(except in Orleans parish, whore tho Governor makos tho appointment.), 
conducts registration. Tho State Board of Registration, composed of tho 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Speaker of tho House of Roprosontativc s, 
can romovo any registrar at will. Tho board appoints a State Director of 
Registration. 

Louisiana uses both pcroidic and permanent registration. Tho former 
plan lias in effect in all parishes in which permanent registration has not 
boon adopted. Tho pcroid of poroidic registration is four years, with tho · 
current registration running from January 1, 1965 through December 31, 1968. 
Under permanent registration a voter must registor only once, providing 
he docs not movo or his name is not in some other authorized monnor 
stricken from tho records as unqualified. If tho voter resides in a parish 
having a population oxccpding 300,000 and he fails to vote during a two
year poroid, in cases in which he has registered a part~-affiliation 
{ four years if he is not affialiatod with "a party holding a primary in 
parishes containing cities having a population exceeding 100,000") his 
n ame is taken off tho rolls and he must re-register to become eligible to 
vote. In all other parishes tho names of all voters who fail to vote at 
logst onco in avery four years arc removed from tho rolls, and a now reg
istration is then necessary prior to again exorcising tho right to vote. 

Permanent registration is mandatory in all parishe s with munici
palities of ovor 100,000 populations (Orleans, Caddo, East Baton Rouge). 
Other p arishes havo an option to como unde r tho pl an through tho action 
of tho governing body of tho parish. By January 31, 1959, a total of 38 
of Louisiana's 64 parishes had adopted pormanont registration. Wall ovor 
ana-half of tho state's total population live in those parishes. 



REGISTRkTION 

1. NAl'!IE THREE METHODS OF CHE:ATING AT THE POLLS: 

1. 

2. 

-·-------·--
2. EXPLAIN IN YOUR OV/N WORDS TFIE 1958 ACT· OF THE LOUISIANA LEGISLATURE. ---

------

------------ -- ---------
3. WHO OONDUC'TS REGISTRATION? _____ ... _----

4. WR.AT OFFIC1ALS COliiPOSE THE STATE BOARD OF REGISTRATION? __ _ 

GIVE THEIR NJIJJES AND TITLES: 

5. HOW I:oi.ANY TYPES OF REGISTR'ATION ARE THERE IN LOUISIANA? ------------------
N 1\ME TH:Hfl: ---- ··-- - -----·---

6. WFr.AT TYPE OF REGISTRATION IS IN EFFECT IN YOUR PARISH? 

7 • WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU FAIL TO VOTE WITHIN A FOUR YEAR PEROID? 

8. WHO HAS THE AUTHORITY TO STATE WHAT TYPE' OF REGISTRATION THAT A PARISH 

V!ILI1 HAVE? - -----·---- - ·------ -----------------
9. IF 1i PERSON IS REMOVED FR011 THE' ROLLS FOR NOT VOTING DURING A CERTAIN 

PEROID OF· TINE, CAN HE EVER BE ELIGIBLE' TO VOTE· AGAIN? ------
EXPLAIN: 

10. HOW DOES THE STATE DIRro'TOR GET ,]NTO OFFICE? ---· 

-----



Q,UALIFI CATIONS FOR VOTING IN LOUISIANA 

AGE ••••••••••••••••••• Twenty-one years 

RESIDENCE •• ~ •. • •• · ••••• 1. St a to; One year 
2. Parish; One year 
3• Precinct: Three Months 
4• Municipalities: Four months 

CITIZENSHIP.-•••• · ••• · ••• United States Citizenship -

LITERACY •••••••••••••• No litergcy requiroments 

.. -· 

DISQUALIFICATIONS ••••• !. Conviction ·for crime wit~out pardon and express 
restoration of suffrage •* ( -t'Tho right to vote) 

2. Confinement in public prison at .tho time of 
elections. · 

3• Inmates of charitable homes execpt the Soldiers 
" Home and the United States Hospital· at Carville. ~ 

4• Interdicted persons, as well as th~o not inter
dicted who are obviously insane o~diotio. 

5. Deserters from the military sorvide ·who ·ha-ve lhot 
servod out thoi~ time of enlistment. 

6• Dishonorable dischal'ge from the LouisianD N~•!!-c
. nal Guard or from the military service of the 5, 

United States, where not reinstated. 

ABSENTEE VOTING ••••••• Permitted, by mail, for members o:f tho armed services, 
·united States ··Merchaht Marine, civilian ·employees 
of the United States serving outs.ide the United 
States, members of religious groups and welfare 
agencies offici~lly attached to and serving with tho 
armed forcos, and spouses and dependants o:f any of 
those; also for persons required to be outside tho 
United States :for more than 15 days. All other 
qualified voters not in the parish on election day 
must vote in person at the clerk of coUl'ts office, 
(civil sheriff in Orleans Parish) fran two to ton 
days prior to tho election 



QUALIFIC~ATIONS FOR VOTING 

I. HOW LONG r!JUST ONE: RESJrDE IN THE C'ITlf TO BE EL]B'J:]~LE: T0 VOTE? ------
~ ]N THE PART SFr? --- :EN TPfE STATE? ----
2 •.. IF' A PERSON IS INSANE' BUT NOT COWUTTED TO AN ASYLUM, CAN HE QUALIFY 

TO VOTE?- .. 

3. 1rF' A PERS0N IS IN THE ARI·JED FORC'ES OVERSEAS, CJ.N HE VOTE IN HIS HONE 

PARISH? -'' -~ IF SO HOW r;IAY THIS BE DONE? --·-- ----
---------------------------

4. Vfi!rAT .ARE THE LITERACY REQUIREUENTS F0R A POTENTIAL VOTER? __ _ 

------ ----- ----------
5. IF YOU ARE' A QUILIFIED VOTER AND PLAN T'O B'E OUT OF THE PARIS}[ ON EL:EX;TION 

DAY, CJ.N YOU STILL CAST YOUR VOTE? ___ _ 

H0W? ------------- --- - -------
6. HOW LONG ~.!!UST YOU RESIDE INA PRECINCT BEFORE YOU CAN VOTE IN THAT 

PREC'INGT? 



. ..... ,.~ ~ .· 

PLRISH OFFICIALS 

THE' SgERIFF is elected in the state generrl election for n four yeo.r term. 

H~ serves as the cheif law enforcement officer and appoints his ovm 

deputies. It is the duty . of the sheriff to enforce the laws, mnintoin pence 
end order, keep the jail, ond net o.s an officer of the district court in 
preserving order nnd executing the courts writs. He collects state , parish, 

ond if n city desires it, municiprl property tc~es. 

THE CTJERK .Q_~ THE TIISTRIC'T COURT is the recorder of the court proce edings 
['lnd custodic-.n of the records of the court ['Ild other import['Ilt p :-rish records. 

He is t l cctec1 for r . four yer--r t erm at the str.te gmeral election .. 

THE M?SESSOR is n.lso elected r~t the sto.te general election for four ycnrs .. 
He c.ssessos the valu e.: of property for tho purpose of t cxntion. 

-~HE C<DRONER should be c. quolified ·· physicicn •. He i-a resp-onsible for invc s

tig :-ting c ases of den.th where the cruse .is unkno:wn.- He act-s D.S .sheriff 
when there is n vrc[mcy in thnt office, or \7hen the sll...eriff is an inter
est ed pnrty j_n p c c..so. He mr:,r rlso be n:p-:1ointed parish heel th officer by 

the police jury . Tho coroner . is -elected for n four yeo:r t-erm nt the sto.tc; 

genornl election~ 

~H~ PARISH SCHOOL BOARD is in chrrgc of administration of the schools 
on -the . p grish level' f'nd is incl erpendn1t of the other ·: 1 6ccl_ governmontnl 
epcrr.tions. In nll n r.riflr.es memb ers . of tho p o.rish schoibl b0nrcis serve fo r 
ov erlnpping six-y~r.r terms, · .. - ' Bognlusa (vVf'.shington . J;>nrish), _IJonroe . 

( Ounchi ttt Parish), and. Lake Ctiarles ( C?.1--cnsieu Po.rish)' pnvc ind.ep endan:t; 
city school ' systems with sepo.rntc school bonrds·. Each of the se boo.rds 
consists of five ' members who are elected .nt large: 

(For more d c trilcd information on school -~cards -see "Educati~n) 

J 



PARISH OFFICIJI.LS 

1. \tVHO ACTS AS SHERIFF WHEN THERE IS A VAC'M.~CY IN' THAT OFFICE? ---·-

2. WHO DETEm ~IHE'S THE V .ALRE OF YOUR PROPERTY FOR TAXATION PURPOSES? 

3. WHAT ARE' THE' DUTIES OF THE CLEF.K OF THE DISTRICT COURT? ---·-·--· 

------ . ·------ ···-- ·-··-·----

5. HOV! !' ANY CITIES IN LOUISIANA HAWE INDEPEND.ANT CITY SCHOOL SYSTEL;s? 

NAI 'E' THE!'!. - . ··-- - ·- ·· - - - ·- - ·--·- .. ___ --··--
ARE THEIR SCHOOL BOARDS SEPARATE? • ----

6. HOW I10NG IS THE~ TERI·· IN OFFICE' FOR A SHERIFF? ------
7. HOW LONG DOES A SCHOOL BOARD r··ErBER SERVE IN OFFIC:E? ~ .. ------· 

8. THE' rf:AY BE APPOINTED PARI SH HE.ALTH OFF] CER BY _ ____ .. .. . _. ----------
.- .. ----·-·--·-- ·- ·----

TRUE' OR FAL SE' 
9. DEPUTIY SHERIFFS ARE' ELEC'TEID BY THE PEOPLE. TRRE FALSE -- --
10. THE· DISTRIC~T· ATTORNEY INVESTIGATES CASES OF DEATH WHERE THE' ~ . .. .. -.., 

I S UNKNOVlN. TRUE FALSE._. __ 



POLITICAL PARTIES AND ELECTIONS 

Government by the people oannot exist in reality unless there i~ 
some adequate method by which the people can express their will conc En"::-:, ~ --
how and by whom thay .shall be governed. One way in which the people ma~ 
effect changes in Government personnel is by revolution but for more than 
150 yo ars now tho American pe oplo for tho most part have spurn.ed the rc sor·!i 
to arms as a method of political action. They have boon conteht ·'to uso tho 
froo popular oloct~on as a device for indicating officially their wishe s 
for ar against current public policies and practices · and whothoi' tho wan·t 
A, B, OI' C foi' President and X, Y, or Z foi' Govarnoro 

REGISTRATION: 

Tho first stop in any oloct~ .- ~ al process is tho establishing of those 
qualifications which must bo mot by tho potential vctJoi's. Those require,.., 
menta vary to some extent from state to state but usually include pro
visions rolating to ago, residence, citizenship, disquali£ications and reg
istration. After the qualifications to vote have boon determined, then same 
procedure must bo devised so that a record may bo compiled o£ those eli~" 
giblo to vote. THIS IS KNOWN AS REGISTRATION. A adequate and offoctivo 
registi'ation procedure will .go far towai'd assuring honesty and fairness 
in tho conduct of elections. Upon tho honest and faithful maintenance of 
tho registration books depends tho purity of tho ballot box, and upon tho 
purity of tho ballot box depends in lai'go measure tho success OI' failure 
of our democratic form of government. A dologato to the Constitutional 
Convention of 1845 stated this point well when he said: "Tho abuse of 
suffrage(right to vote) was certainly one of tho gi'oatost ovils that 
threatened tho durability of a roprosontativo system of government." 

ELECTIONS: 

Tho~ ai'O two typos of elections--tho primai'Y election, at which 
p arty candidates for tho various offices to be filled arc nominated, e._. ,, 
tho general election or inter-party election. If either of those type~ 
of elections is to bo honestly and fairly conducted, thi'ee conditions ni,_'!.o ·:; 
exist: first 1 it must be as surod that only tho so parsons who ·al"O quali'"' 
f ied by law to exercise the suffrage shall bo permitted to cast their 
b allots; second, that only tho ballots cast by qualified voters shall be 
counted; third, that votes cast .-by qualified voters shall be c ountod 
correctly and the totals cortifio~ without fraud or deceit. 



. .. 

POLITICAL PARTIES AND ELECTIONS 

1. THERE' ARE' TWO TYPES OF ELIDTIONS, THEY .ARE _____ !ND 

2. 'VH.AT ]S SUFFRAGE? ------------------
3,. WHAT IS THE' FIRsT· STEP IN ANY ELECTORAL PROC.'ESS? ---------
4. lliE COl!~PILING OF RECORDS OF THOSE WHO .ABE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE IS KNOWN A;3, .. A ~ ·---· 

• 

5.- THERE ARE· TWO WAYS FOR A DISSAT·ISFIED PEOPLE TO CHANGE GOVERNIVIENT PERSONNEL, . 

TREY ARE AND' ----- -------- -----
6. ID CONDUCT .AN HONEST .AND F./1-.IR EL:EX::'TION, THREE· C'ONDITIONS MUST EXIST; 

NA~.m· THEf,h 1. ·---
2. ------ -.. - -- - -·- ._ - ' - ---- ------- --------
3. -------------


