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PLRISH OFFICIALS 

THE' SgERIFF is elected in the state generrl election for n four yeo.r term. 

serves as the cheif law enforcement officer and appoints his ovm 

deputies. It is the duty . of the sheriff to enforce the laws, mnintoin pence 
end order, keep the jail, ond net o.s an officer of the district court in 
preserving order nnd executing the courts writs. He collects state , parish, 

ond if n city desires it, municiprl property 

THE CTJERK THE TIISTRIC'T COURT is the recorder of the court proce edings 
['lnd custodic-.n of the records of the court ['Ild other import['Ilt p :-rish records. 

He is t l cctec1 for r . four yer--r t erm at the str.te gmeral election .. 

THE M?SESSOR is n.lso elected the sto.te general election for four ycnrs .. 
He c.ssessos the valu e.: of property for tho purpose of t cxntion. 

C<DRONER should be c. quolified ·· physicicn •. He i-a resp-onsible for invc s

tig :-ting c ases of den.th where the cruse .is unkno:wn.- He act-s D.S .sheriff 
when there is n vrc[mcy in thnt office, or \7hen the sll...eriff is an inter
est ed pnrty j_n p c c..so. He mr:,r rlso be n:p-:1ointed parish heel th officer by 

the police jury . Tho coroner . is -elected for n four yeo:r t-erm nt the sto.tc; 

genornl 

PARISH SCHOOL BOARD is in chrrgc of administration of the schools 
on -the . p grish level' f'nd is incl erpendn1t of the other ·: 1 6ccl_ governmontnl 
epcrr.tions. In nll n r.riflr.es memb ers . of tho p o.rish schoibl b0nrcis serve fo r 
ov erlnpping terms, · .. - ' Bognlusa (vVf'.shington . J;>nrish), _IJonroe . 

( Ounchi ttt Parish), and. Lake Ctiarles ( C?.1--cnsieu Po.rish)' pnvc ind.ep endan:t; 
city school ' systems with sepo.rntc school bonrds·. Each of the se boo.rds 
consists of five ' members who are elected .nt large: 

(For more d c trilcd information on school -see 

J 



PARISH OFFICIJI.LS 

1. \tVHO ACTS AS SHERIFF WHEN THERE IS A VAC'M.~CY IN' THAT OFFICE? ---·-

2. WHO DETEm ~IHE'S THE V .ALRE OF YOUR PROPERTY FOR TAXATION PURPOSES? 

3. WHAT ARE' THE' DUTIES OF THE CLEF.K OF THE DISTRICT COURT? ---·-·--· 

------ . ·------ ···-- ·-··-·----

5. HOV! !' ANY CITIES IN LOUISIANA HAWE INDEPEND.ANT CITY SCHOOL SYSTEL;s? 

NAI 'E' THE!'!. - . ··-- - ·- ·· - - - ·- - ·--·- .. ___ --··--
ARE THEIR SCHOOL BOARDS SEPARATE? • ----

6. HOW I10NG IS THE~ TERI·· IN OFFICE' FOR A SHERIFF? ------
7. HOW LONG DOES A SCHOOL BOARD r··ErBER SERVE IN OFFIC:E? ~ .. ------· 

8. THE' rf:AY BE APPOINTED PARI SH HE.ALTH OFF] CER BY _ ____ .. .. . _. ----------
.- .. ----·-·--·-- ·- ·----

TRUE' OR FAL SE' 
9. DEPUTIY SHERIFFS ARE' ELEC'TEID BY THE PEOPLE. TRRE FALSE -- --
10. THE· DISTRIC~T· ATTORNEY INVESTIGATES CASES OF DEATH WHERE THE' ~ . .. .. -.., 

I S UNKNOVlN. TRUE FALSE._. __ 



POLITICAL PARTIES AND ELECTIONS 

Government by the people oannot exist in reality unless there i~ 
some adequate method by which the people can express their will conc En"::-:, ~ --
how and by whom thay .shall be governed. One way in which the people ma~ 
effect changes in Government personnel is by revolution but for more than 
150 yo ars now tho American pe oplo for tho most part have spurn.ed the rc sor·!i 
to arms as a method of political action. They have boon conteht ·'to uso tho 
froo popular oloct~on as a device for indicating officially their wishe s 
for ar against current public policies and practices · and whothoi' tho wan·t 
A, B, OI' C foi' President and X, Y, or Z foi' Govarnoro 

REGISTRATION: 

Tho first stop in any oloct~ .- ~ al process is tho establishing of those 
qualifications which must bo mot by tho potential vctJoi's. Those require,.., 
menta vary to some extent from state to state but usually include pro
visions rolating to ago, residence, citizenship, disquali£ications and reg
istration. After the qualifications to vote have boon determined, then same 
procedure must bo devised so that a record may bo compiled o£ those eli~" 
giblo to vote. THIS IS KNOWN AS REGISTRATION. A adequate and offoctivo 
registi'ation procedure will .go far towai'd assuring honesty and fairness 
in tho conduct of elections. Upon tho honest and faithful maintenance of 
tho registration books depends tho purity of tho ballot box, and upon tho 
purity of tho ballot box depends in lai'go measure tho success OI' failure 
of our democratic form of government. A dologato to the Constitutional 
Convention of 1845 stated this point well when he said: "Tho abuse of 
suffrage(right to vote) was certainly one of tho gi'oatost ovils that 
threatened tho durability of a roprosontativo system of government." 

ELECTIONS: 

Tho~ ai'O two typos of elections--tho primai'Y election, at which 
p arty candidates for tho various offices to be filled arc nominated, e._. ,, 
tho general election or inter-party election. If either of those type~ 
of elections is to bo honestly and fairly conducted, thi'ee conditions ni,_'!.o ·:; 
exist: first 1 it must be as surod that only tho so parsons who ·al"O quali'"' 
f ied by law to exercise the suffrage shall bo permitted to cast their 
b allots; second, that only tho ballots cast by qualified voters shall be 
counted; third, that votes cast .-by qualified voters shall be c ountod 
correctly and the totals cortifio~ without fraud or deceit. 



. .. 

POLITICAL PARTIES AND ELECTIONS 

1. THERE' ARE' TWO TYPES OF ELIDTIONS, THEY .ARE _____ !ND 

2. 'VH.AT ]S SUFFRAGE? ------------------
3,. WHAT IS THE' FIRsT· STEP IN ANY ELECTORAL PROC.'ESS? ---------
4. lliE COl!~PILING OF RECORDS OF THOSE WHO .ABE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE IS KNOWN A;3, .. A ~ ·---· 

• 

5.- THERE ARE· TWO WAYS FOR A DISSAT·ISFIED PEOPLE TO CHANGE GOVERNIVIENT PERSONNEL, . 

TREY ARE AND' ----- -------- -----
6. ID CONDUCT .AN HONEST .AND F./1-.IR EL:EX::'TION, THREE· C'ONDITIONS MUST EXIST; 

NA~.m· THEf,h 1. ·---
2. ------ -.. - -- - -·- ._ - ' - ---- ------- --------
3. -------------


