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of Humphrey for the party's nomination 
for President. Adroitly, he qualified his 
support, l imiting it to "through the con­
vention." 

It left an out. The governor, sitting in 
the midst of the fury and fumes of Chi­
cago, got the message from back home 
and took the out-departing the Demo­
cratic National Convention and the party 
nominees in the campaign. 

The governor announced following the 
convention, that he could not support 
Humphrey in his election bid because the 
Vice President, among other things, had 
viewed with favor the service of Chief 
Justice Earl Warren. 

Humphrey was left with the backing of 
top labor officials, uncertain support from 
the ranks of labor, and Negroes who pre­
sumably have nowhere else to go. The 
Negro votes comprise about 20 per cent 
of the registration in the state but usually 
lag behind whites in turnouts at the poll5. 

Gov. McKeithen had gone to the con­
vention with dim, but flickering hopes 
that somehow he might wind up on the 
Humphrey ticket. He presented himself as 
a favorite son candidate and just to show 
the world Louisiana's racial progress, 
McKeithen announced that the state's 
only Negro legislator would second his 
nomination. 

However, the Negro legislator, Rep. 
Ernest Moria! or New Orleans, had sec­
ond thoughts about the nomination 
speech and steadfastly refused to confi rm 
the governor's statement. Obviously con­
cerned abou t his own standing wi thin the 
Negro community, Moria! declined to 
commit himself beyond a vote for Mc­
Keithen as a member of the Louisiana 
delegation. The dilemma resolved itself 
when McKeithen withdrew as a favorite 
son candidate. 

The fight over delegation strength by 
Negroes brought them increased voting 
power at the Democratic National Con­
vention, but had no effect on the state 
delegation at the Republican conclave in 
Miami. 

Negroes were allotted a total of threq 
and a half votes of the 36 the delegation. 

--------
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had at Chicago when the list was first 
compiled by the Democratic State Cen­
tral Committee. Negro leaders felt they 
shou ld have at least seven and a half and, 
pressing their demands, finally increased 
their strength to six and a half. 

Two Negroes seeking voting delegate 
seats at the Republican Convention, how­
ever, went to federal court for relief but 
were turned down on the grounds they 
had failed to exhaust remedies w ithin the 
party rules. 

The struggle over Negro voting strength 
on the delegation only tended to height­
en anti-national party sentiment among 
conservatives who control the state party 
apparatus. 

Conservatives, led by Plaquemines Par­
ish poli tical boss Leander Perez, who is 
the chief Wallace supporter in the state, 
promptly moved to prevent Humphrey 
from using the state Democratic Party's 
traditional emblem, the rooster. The is­
sue wound up in court where a state dis· 
t rict judge ruled Humphrey should get 
the insignia, which Perez estimated was 
worth 75,000 votes through habit voting 
practices. 

Negroes running for Democratic nomi­
nation in congressional races were de­
feated by w hite incumbents. 

Rep. Joseph Waggonner won the 4th 
District race with 77 per cent of the vote, 
while Leon R. Tarver, Jr., a Negro from 
Shreveport, polled 22 per cent. A third 
candidate had one per cent. 

The Rev. Gilbert Harrison, Sr., Negro 
minister and school teacher from Colfax, 
was defeated by Rep. Speedy 0. Long 
in the 8th District. Long polled 50,370 
votes, w ith Judge James N. Lee of Bunkie 
getting 22,038. Harrison had 10,626 votes 
or 13 per cent. 

A Negro candidate for city council in 
Baton Rouge made it into a runoff for 
five seats in the Democratic second pri­
mary (Sept. 28). Joseph A. Delpit, an at­
torney, promptly launched a campaign 
asking white voters to vote for him be­
cause he is a Negro and Negroes as a 
class should be represented on the 
council. 
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Racial disorder flared in the town of 
Rayne, La., following a fight between 
whites and blacks that resulted in the 
death of a Negro. The incident occurred 
Sept. 15 at a cafe and required a call out 
of the town's 14 policemen and sheriff's 
deputies to quell. 

Later the building' s windows were 
smashed and the interior ransacked. A 
fire bomb tossed into it caused little 
damage. 

City officials promptly placed a curfew 
on the town, w ithdrawing it a week later 
when tensions eased. 

MISSISSIPPI 
Out-of-state lawyers assisting Negroes 

in civil rights cases in Mississippi won a 
significant victory in the U.S. Fifth Circuit 
Court of Appeals when the federal court 
threw out a rule severely limiting prac­
tice of non-resident attorneys before the 
federal district cou rt in southern Missis­
sippi. 

The rule, adopted by Federal District 
Judge Harold Cox for the district would 
have restricted non-members of the Mis­
sissippi bar to one appearance per year 
in his court. 

It was attacked by two groups of civil 
rights lawyers who have been operating 
in Mississippi the past four years-the 
Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under 
Law and the Lawyers Constitutional De­
fense Committee, both of which are 
mainly staffed by non-resident volunteer 
attorneys. 

At the same time, the federal appeals 
court also struck down a Cox rule re­
quiring attorneys who originally signed 
pleadings in civil rights cases to appear 
each time motions or preliminary pro­
ceedings were held in the cases. 

The Fifth Circuit pointed out that of 
the 2200 lawyers in Mississippi, only 12 
are Negro. " Of course all 12 are not al­
ways available . . . that is obviously an 
inadequate reservoir ... moreover, there 
is ample evidence in the record to dem­
onstrate the burden of handling such 
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cases." It said the difficulty of obtaining 
representation in Mississippi " is borne out 
by the literally hundreds of civil ri ghts 
cases that come to us m which out-of­
state lawyers have the laboring oar." 

The court added, " It is not overstate­
ment that in Mississippi and the South 
generally, Negroes with civil rights claims 
or defenses have often found securing 
representation difficult." 

Night-riders and bombers after a sev­
eral months' pause became active again in 
September, leaving their calling cards in 
widely separated parts of the state. First 
the home of Mrs. Vernon King, a worker 
in a Headstart program in Leake County 
near Carthage, was fired into by night­
riders, narrowly missing the occupants. 

Two nights later a home under con­
struction for a Negro couple at Free 
Trade, a rural community 18 miles from 
Carthage, was bombed and severely dam­
aged. The dwelling was being erected for 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Gates in an area not 
far from white residences. 

A white man whose home was 150 
yards away said he heard the blast in the 
early hours of the morning, " but I turned 
over and went back to sleep." Mrs. Gates 
had been employed in a Headstart pro­
gram in Leake County. 

Mrs. Winston Hudson, president of the 
Leake County branch of the NAACP, said 
that a white fa mily once owne d the la nd 
and sold it to the Gates to build the 
home, a modest $8000 structure. 

The following night, a cafe in a Negro 
section of Hazlehurst, about 100 miles 
south of Leake County, was bombed 
and virtually destroyed. Officers said that 
the cafe was owned by a white man, but 
operated by a Negro. The cafe had not 
been a site for civil rights activity, officers 
said. 

The town of Indianola in the Delta 
county of Sunflower became the scene of 
a Negro student boycott as schools open­
ed for the fall term. For two weeks, the 
boycott, launched over the rehiring of 
principals of the Negro elementary and 
high schools in Indianola, had varying 
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stages of success, at times joined by as 
many as 50 per cent of the student5. 

Dozens of arrests of Negro youths in 
and around the schools, as well as adults 
in other parts of the city, accompanied 
the school boycott. 

The school boycott was finally called 
off after some white leaders invited Aaron 
Henry of Clarksdale, state president of 
the NAACP, to make an on-the-scene 
appraisal of the situation. Because of lack 
of funds to tutor the youths taking part 
in the boycott, Henry urged them to re­
turn to classes. 

Unofficially, it was believed agreement 
was reached that the two Negro princi­
pals in question would not be back in 
their posts next year. 

Meantime, Federal District judge Wil­
liam Keady of the Northern District of 
Mississippi ruled unconstitutional an In­
dianola parade ordinance, opening the 
way for several protest marches in the 
city. A black economic boycott has been 
underway in Indianola since earlier in the 
year. 

The U.S. Department of justice moved 
into the scene meanwhile, filing school 
desegregation suits against the Indianola 
and Belzoni municipal school districts. 

At least 100 Negroes were candidates 
throughout the state for election as coun­
ty election commissioners. This was the 
first time M ississippi has held elections 
for county election commissioners, under 
a law passed by the 1968 legislature. 
Historically, three members of county 
election commissions were appointed, 
one by the governor, one by the attorney 
general and one by the secretary of state. 

Suit had been brought more than a 
year ago by the Lawyers' Committee for 
Civil Rights Under Law attacking the sys­
tem, since all appointees traditionally 
were white. Before a determination could 
be made in the courts, the legislature, 
apparently expecting the appointive sys­
tem to be struck down, changed the law 
and provided the elective system. Now 
five commissioners wi ll be elected to the 
election commissions in each county, by 
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an at-large vote. The new law, however, 
requires a runoff in each case where a 
candidate does not receive a majori ty of 
the vote. 

Several dozen Negro candidates quali­
fied to run for seats on county boards of 
education. 

Some counties elect members of the 
board from districts, while others elect 
members at large. 

In recent sessions of the legislature, a 
number of counties which have Negro 
population majorities in one or several 
districts, were permitted to hold at-large 
elections of the education boards. 

In the Democratic National Conven­
tion at Chicago, the Loyal Democrats of 
Mississippi, an equally divided Negro­
white challenge delegation, was awarded 
the state's seats over the Mississippi regu­
lar Democratic delegation. 

Along with recognition of the delega­
tion, headed by Aaron Henry, Clarksdale, 
the state NAACP president, and Hodding 
Carter, Ill , young white Greenville news­
paper editor, the National Democratic 
Party also seated Charles Evers, Fayette, 
and Mrs. Pat Derian, jackson, as national 
committeeman and committeewoman 
from Mississippi. 

Shortly after the Democratic National 
Convention, Gov. John Bell Williams an­
nounced he would support former Ala­
bama Gov. George C. Wallace for Presi­
dent on Wallace's American Independent 
Party ticket. The regular State Demo­
cratic Executive Committee also unani­
mously announced its endorsement of 
Wallace for President. 

The state campaign for the Humphrey­
Muskie ticket in Mississippi was headed 
by Aaron Henry and Claude Ramsay, 
state president of the Mississippi AFL­
CIO. 

NORTH 
CAROLINA 

Nine out of ten North Carolina Negroes 
feel that Negroes in the state lack equal 
opportunity. But six of ten whites di$ 
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agree; they say whites and Negroes have 
equal chances in employment, education 
and other sectors of Tar Heel life. 

These and many other findings are the 
result of a rare piece of poll-taking by 
Oliver Quayle and Company, Bronxville, 
N. Y. The firm was working for the North 
Carolina Fund, the private effort started 
five years ago " to break the cycle of pov­
erty" for many North Carolinians. A fore­
runner by a year of the federal anti-pov­
erty efforts, and a brainchild of former 
Gov. Terry Sanford, the Fund, with seven 
million dollars in foundation money, 
has spent the five years aiding educa­
tional, manpower training, low-cost hous­
ing and communi ty organizing move­
ments across the state. Many of the Fund's 
original efforts were absorbed by the 
Office of Economic Opportunity and, in 
North Carolina, the Fund itself often pro­
vided the required 20 per cent "local 
matching" funds, especially in areas 
where local governments haven' t been 
interested. 

True to its plan of 1963, the Fund offi­
cially closed its doors on Sept. 30. Execu­
tive Director George H. Esser, Jr., said the 
Quayle poll-based on in-depth inter­
views with more than 400 persons be­
tween Apri l 6 and 20 of this year-was 
sponsored to help North Carolinians " un­
derstand one another and thus find mu­
tually acceptable solutions" to racial and 
related problems. 

Just how far North Carolina whites and 
Negroes are from " mutually acceptable 
solutions" was illustrated time and again 
in the poll. Moreover, in many areas, 
Negroes and whites don' t even agree on 
the nature of certain problems, or even 
that certain problems exist. 

For both races, prejudice and mili tancy 
tended to be greater in small towns and 
rural areas than among residents of North 
Carolina's major urban centers. 

The black-white opinion clash was 
clear throughout the set of questions and 
answers, designed both to elicit general 
attitudes and strength of feelings. 

Whites, for example, have little doubt 
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about what might cause riots: 74 per cent 
say "outside agitators" and 55 per cent 
mention " Negro disrespect for law and 
o rder." 

Negroes disagree sharply. Lack of good 
jobs, say 72 per cent of the Negroes, can 
cause riots. Forty-eight per cent of the 
Negroes mention poor housing; only 21 
per cent of the whites thought housing 
might be a riot cause. Forty-three per 
cent of the Negroes say general prejudice 
and discrimination might cause riots; a 
fourth of the whites see these as possible 
causes of trouble. 

When the two races look at each other 
for such traits as public behavior, de­
pendability and intell igence, whites be­
l ieve they are far superior to Negroes. 

Eight of ten wh ites thought whites 
more intelligent and more dependable 
than Negroes. Half the whites thought 
whites behaved better in public. 

The frequency of these conceptions of 
Negroes increases in relation to the level 
of prejudice held by whites. Ninety-six 
per cent of the strongly prejudiced whites 
think wh ites smarter than Negroes. Fifty­
five per cent of the Negro militants think 
Negroes are smarter. 

Over-all, about 70 per cent of the Ne­
groes say Negroes and whites behave 
about the same in public; half the Ne­
groes think Negroes more dependable, 
and four out of ten Negroes think Ne­
groes are smarter. 

In many other areas of behavior and 
personality traits, North Carolina whites 
see themselves as superior to Negroes. 

A majority of whites see Negroes as 
being lazier, less trustworthy, more likely 
to "goof off," and less likely to work 
hard. 

Negroes feel strongly that they do not 
receive equal treatment from North Caro­
lina policemen. Eight of ten Negroes said 
policemen treat them differently. Whites 
disagreed. Eight of ten whites believe 
pol ice treatment is equal, and nearly 
eight of ten wh ites say treatment is also 
equal in the state's courtrooms. 

Three of four whites believe Negroes 



86 

are no more likely to be arrested than 
whites, but four out of five Negroes see 
their chances of being arrested as much 
higher than those of white people. 

Nine of ten whites think policemen 
are around " to protect you." Sixty per 
cent of the Negroes agree, but three of 
ten think police are there " to keep an eye 
on you" and " to bother you." 

Trust of policemen, or lack of it, was 
also reflected in other questions. Half the 
whites said a police car cruising in their 
neighborhood made them feel " more se­
cure." Six of ten Negroes said the same 
car made them feel "curious" or " ner­
vous." 

On government in general, the total 
response from both whites and Negroes 
was less than a strong vote of confidence 
for local government or local government 
office-holders. Only six out of ten whites 
feel local politicians in the state repre­
sent the people of their community. The 
attitude of Negroes about local govern­
ment is even stronger; only one of four 
Negroes thinks local office-holders rep­
resent all the people. Half of the Negroes 
interviewed feel their official leaders do 
not represent all the people. (Signi ficant­
ly, a fourth of the Negroes are undecided 
on this question.) 

A vast majority of both races, nine out 
of ten, feel poor people should have a 
voice in politics when decisions affect 
their well-being. Almost five out of ten 
Negroes say they do not " fee l free" to go 
to city o r county governments for help 
w ith their problems; only one-tenth of 
the whites share this reservation. 

North Carolina Negroes see jobs and 
job training as important factors that 
could lift many of them out of poverty, 
give them equality and prevent race riots. 

But Negroes and whites surveyed were 
dramatically split when asked if they felt 
that anyone who wanted a job cou ld get 
it in North Carolina. 

Nine of ten wh ites said anyone could ; 
but only three of ten Negroes felt jobs 
were available without prejudice. About 
half the members of each race (48 per 
cent) felt that where someone lives does 
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make a difference in whether he can get 
a good-paying job. 

North Carolinians all seem to agree 
that everyone is entitled to a safe and 
sani tary house, but eight of ten w hites 
are generally opposed to open housing. 
Nine of ten Negroes favor it. 

The Quayle analysis of the survey 
noted: " In this year of gaps, the racial gap 
in North Carolina is wide. The enormity of 
the job entailed in closing it is brought 
home by the substantial majority of 
whites who think everything is just dandy 
. . . . White attitudes toward the Negro in 
North Carolina are negative. The white 
man himself expects these attitudes to 
improve. This is something of a tacit 
admission and probably means that 
whites think other white attitudes will 
improve, for his are 'OK' by his own 
standards. Put another way, most North 
Carolinians who are white do not classify 
themselves as extremely racist and they 
feel that those in that category will im­
prove during the next five years. When 
you think about it, it means li ttle expec­
tation of massive change. On the other 
hand, the Negro has high expectation and 
hope for change. 

" These differences point to ultimate 
clash of one kind o r another, and we be­
lieve the key is to make the majority of 
whi te people realize that they must un­
dergo a further softening in attitudes to­
ward the Negro .... " 

In summary, the Quayle analysis said : 
" We do not wish to be alarmists, but the 
racial climate in North Carolina is not 
good .... The white considers the Negro 
inferior. The Negro knows his lot is in­
ferior. Both races believe attitudes wi ll 
improve, but there is genuine disparity 
as to what that means, for w hite people 
here really believe the Negro has a fair 
chance and seem unwilling to come to 
grips with the real problems. Indeed, he 
feels things wi ll improve because the 
Negro will pull himself up by his boot­
straps, and he has no interest w hatsoever 
in permitting the Negro to live in his own 
community. He is still prejudiced, and 
there is no other way we can say it. The 
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Negro expects more, is willing to fight for 
it, but is opposed to violence and riot­
ing. This is the one thing on which whites 
and Negroes can agree-they oppose vio­
lence. At the same time, a substantial 
majority of Negroes are willing to go all 
the way." 

Of violence, the analysis said that in 
North Carolina, because of the w ide dif­
ferences in racial attitudes, levels of 
achievement and treatment: " It is pos­
sible in every community with a consid­
erable black population." 

A three-year-old desegregation suit 
against the state's largest school system, 
the combi ned city of Charlotte and 
Mecklenburg County schools w ith more 
than 82,000 students (about one-third 
Negro), has been reactivated by local par­
ents. The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board 
of Education closed seven all-Negro 
schools two years ago in an effort to 
wipe out the final vestiges of the dual 
school system. Last year, about one-third 
of nearly 30,000 Negro students were in 
integrated schools and every child was 
taught at least part of the t ime by a 
teacher of a different race. The new mo­
tion contends that attendance lines are 
drawn to leave some schools nearly all­
white and others all-Negro. The Board of 
Education is considering some public 
discussions of the situation. Cha rlotte 
schools (along with those in Greensboro 
and Winston-Salem) were the first to de­
segregate in North Carolina, in the fa ll of 
1957. 

Gaston County has lost its bid to es­
cape from the provisions of the 1965 Vot­
ing Rights Act, and the first federal court 
decision upho lding the act apparently 
has implications across the South. 

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 said 
that counties in which fewer than 50 per 
cent of the eligible voters voted in the 
1964 election would come under its pro­
visions, including one prohibiting a li ter­
acy test, unless the county involved went 
to court to get itself removed. Gaston 
County tried. 

"Given the congressional purpose of 
the Voting Rights Act, we do not believe 
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i t is within our power to reward years of 
unconstitu tional state action against its 
Negro citizens," said the opinion of judge 
J. Skel ly Wright, fi led for the District of 
Columbia ci rcuit. 

Thus, the court tied a voting li teracy 
test to the historical school segregation 
pattern: " Duri ng the entire period when 
the persons presently of voting age were 
of school age, the schools of Gaston 
County were segregated ; indeed those 
schools remained totally segregated until 
1965 w hen token integration was begun." 

To reinstate a literacy test now (it was 
dropped in Gaston in March, 1966) when 
statistics showed fewer than half the eli­
gible voters at the pol ls in the 1964 
presidential election, would support " dis­
criminatory state action" of the past, the 
court concluded. 

More than 1,200,000 North Carolina 
youngsters returned routinely to school 
classrooms in September, but in Hyde 
and Pitt Counties, boycotts of schools 
were encountered as a result of court-or­
dered desegregation. 

In Hyde County (Swan Q uarter), Ne­
groes stayed out of school most of the 
first month protesting the fact that, in a 
desegregation effort, many Negroes had 
been assigned to formerly white schools, 
but no whites had been assigned to Ne­
gro schools. In Pi tt County (Greenvi lle), 
whites were keeping thei r chi ldren out 
for a time because they thought too many 
Negroes were assigned. The boycotts de­
clined gradually in effectiveness, but ab­
sences were still noticeably higher. 

SOUTH 
CAROLINA 

There are reports the Justice Depart­
ment is planning to seek indictments in 
the slaying of three Negro students last 
February in Orangeburg. j ustice Depart­
ment officials refuse to comment on the 
situation, but at one time in the last six 
weeks five lawyers from the civil rights 
division were in South Carolina investi­
gating. 
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Meanwhile, South Carolina attorney 
general Daniel R. Mcleod said it would 
be " inappropriate" for the state to hold 
an inquest in the deaths unti l federal 
authorities complete their investigations. 

Gov. McNair referred the matter to 
Mcleod after questions arose at a press 
conference early in September. The gov­
ernor said there " is no question about 
the cause of death" and said it is con­
tained in the FBI report to the Justice 
Department and that he had urged Attor­
ney General Ramsey Clark to make a 
statement on the report. 

Mcleod said the deaths at Orangeburg 
represented " more than a normal case" 
and that the state had deferred to federal 
authorities from the beginning " because 
of the nature of the incident and the ex­
pert ability of the FBI." 

If FBI findings are not made pub­
lic after all federal investigations are com­
pleted, Mcleod said the question of a 
co roner's inquisition should then be re­
considered. 

McNair said that parents of the three 
deceased students are expected to file 
suits in the matter. 

The students were slain by state high­
way patrolmen on the edge of the S. C. 
State College campus after four days of 
racial conflict that began over a segre­
gated bowling alley in Orangeburg. 

A $34 million bond issue that includes 
$5.5 million for S. C. State College has 
been upheld as constitutional by Circuit 
Judge John Grimball. His decision is be­
ing appealed to the state Supreme Court. 

Lt. Gov. John West addressed an as­
sembly of students at S. C. State College. 
About 60 walked out and were critici zed 
by President M. Maceo Nance for their 
rudeness. 

Twelve Negroes attended the national 
Democratic Convention from South Caro­
lina, six as delegates and six as alternates. 
They unanimously supported the nomina­
tion of Vice President Humphrey. They 
also negotiated an end to the unit ru le 
before it was abolished by the conven­
tion. The delegation spli t 24-4 on the 
seating of the Georgia delegation, with 
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Negro delegates voting in the minority to 
seat the Julian Bond group. 

The Negro delegates led a group of ap­
proximately 100 Negro leaders in forming 
a Humphrey-Muskie campaign organiza­
tion. Subsequently, a statewide "Citizens 
for Humphrey-Muskie" organization was 
formed, headed by Allendale banker 
Charles Laffitte, a close personal friend of 
Gov. McNair. The two groups were work­
ing together. 

McNair named Ernest A. Finney of 
Sumter, a Negro who is chairman of the 
S. C. Advisory Committee to the U. S. 
Civil Rights Commission, as a member 
of the newly-created five-member state 
election commission. Finney, a delegate 
to the national Democratic Convention, 
was chairman of the Humphrey-Muskie 
campaign organization put together after 
the convention. 

In January, the election commission will 
replace the five constitutional officers 
comprising the state board of canvassers 
and will hear protests and appeals from 
elections. The other members are Demo­
crats G. P. Callison of Greenwood, a 
former state senator who served on a 
special nine-member election law study 
committee whose sweeping recommenda­
tions for election law change were 
adopted by the legislature, and Mrs. 
Margaret Townsend of Charleston, former 
chairman of the Charleston County board 
of voter registration. Republican members 
are N. Welch Morrisette of Columbia and 
Mrs. James A. Chapman of Spartangurg, 
a sister-in-law of former state GOP chair­
man Robert C. Chapman. 

At Esti ll, a small community in Hamp­
ton County, four Negro candidates for 
seats on town council were defeated de­
spite the fact that Negroes outregistered 
whites. There were 889 Negroes registered 
and 671 whites. In the past, less than 100 
voters had turned out for town elections. 
More than 200 Negroes voted, and it was 
explained they thought this would be 
enough to w in. More than 350 whites 
turned out, however. " It's part of the 
learning process" was the philosophical 
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comment of James L. Felder, field director 
of the S. C. Voter Education Project. 

A Howard University law school grad­
uate, Felder successfully passed the state 
bar and was sworn in before the state 
Supreme Court Oct. 2. 

State Democratic Party executive direc­
tor Donald L. Fowler, who is credited 
with playing a key role in expanding the 
role and bringing about full acceptance of 
Negroes within the state Democratic 
Party, is expected to return to his faculty 
position at the University of South Caro­
lma. Dr. Fowler is a professor of political 
science. 

Eugene McCarthy's South Carolina cam­
paign manager, Yale University law stu­
dent Gus Speth-a former Rhodes scholar 
from Orangeburg, issued a report charg­
ing that the Negroes on the S. C. delega­
tion " did not truly represent the Negro 
community in the state." He pointed out 
that none voted for either McCarthy or 
Channing Phillips. 

Speth also charged the state Demo­
cratic Party with stacking the delegation 
with Humphrey supporters and urged that 
McCarthy and Kennedy supporters work 
together to bring a new politics to South 
Carolina. 

He suggested th is should be done by 
work at the precinct and county levels, 
"but where it proves impossible to work 
within the party, I hope we shall not 
shirk from forming a new party to im­
plement the goals synonymous with the 
names of Gene McCarthy, John and 
Robert Kennedy, and Martin Luther King," 
Speth stated. 

TENNESSEE 
"It showed me first hand how bureau­

cracy works," mused blonde Nancy Hen­
drix, 25, as she surveyed the results of the 
summer she and a handfu l of other Ten­
nesseans had spent supporting Eugene 
McCarthy. 

Bureaucracy, it appeared, had won­
even to the point of keeping three would­
be McCarthy electors off Tennessee's No·· 
vember ballot, on grounds there were 
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technical deficiencies in their qual ifying 
petitions. After Chicago, the Tennessee 
McCarthy camp ceased to exist as such; 
its t reasurer announced that Tennesseans 
for McCarthy would support Humphrey. 

Miss Hendrix, a Ph.D. candidate at 
Vanderbilt University, and other younger 
members of the McCarthy team, however, 
found themselves unable to pay even l ip 
service to the Democratic nominee. " He's 
just lost touch w ith the whole new gene­
ration, and with the blacks," explained 
one student. In Knoxville, a University 
of Tennessee senior announced that a 
"New Party" convention would be held 
in Nashville. 

No convention materialized. A last 
minute, all-night effort was made to col­
lect the signatures needed to place on the 
ballot the names of three independent, 
McCarthy-pledged e I e c to r s, Nashville 
social worker Hibbard Thatcher, Vander­
bilt teaching fellow Roy Talbert, and An­
drew White, a black Nashvi lle minister. 
Election officials disqualified Thatcher and 
White on grounds they lacked the re­
quired 25 signatu res of registered voters, 
and Talbert on grounds his petition was 
improperly worded. " It appears to me 
that the Tennessee legislature did not in­
tend to have independent electors for 
President on the ballot," said Asst. State 
Atty. Gen. Robert H. Roberts. 

Although the establishment seemed 
secure against attack from the new left in 
November, it received two jolts in the 
August 1 state and local elections. Party­
switching state legislator Charles Gal­
breath, a free-wheeling, fast-talking mave­
rick Nashville lawyer, won election to the 
state's Court of Criminal Appeals. And 
Avon N. Williams, Jr., president of the 
Negro Tennessee Voters Council, gained 
the Democratic nomination for a state 
senate seat from Nashville. In both cases, 
the result was to infiltrate into the system 
men who have long been loudly vocal 
about its flaws. 

Galbreath successfully challenged a 
50-year-old system under which Tennes­
see's higher ranking judges have been ap­
pointed by governors and then perpetu-
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ally re-elected without serious opposition. 
The victo ry also left many of his fellow 
attorneys distinctly ill at ease: the profes­
sion's opposition to Galbreath's bid for 
the bench was nearly unanimous - of 
4,000 lawyers to whom Galbreath sent 
letters requesting support, eleven took 
the trouble to reply. Now many of those 
who didn' t must try cases for the next 
six years before j udge Galbreath. 

Avon Williams was one of two Negroes 
nominated to the state senate; the other 
was J. 0 . Patterson of Memphis. Of the 
two, the Nashville civi l rights attorney is 
clearly the more mil itant; his victory was 
also significant in its unseating of his op­
ponent in the primary, State Rep. Dorothy 
Brown, a Nashville physician who was 
the first Negro woman elected to the 
legislature. Dr. Brown ran w ith support 
from the administrations of Governor 
Buford Ellington and Nashville Mayor 
Beverly Briley; she also refused to criticize 
the state for its part in routing Interstate 
Highway 40 through black North Nash­
ville. Williams, a critic of both administra­
tions, is also legal counsel for the 1-40 
Steering Committee, which fought the 
highway and won five signi ficant modifi­
cations in the route. 

In Memphis, the Democratic primary 
brought defeats for two men long con­
sidered mainstays in the city's Negro lead­
ership, State Representatives Russell B. 
Sugarman and A. W. Will is. Both were 
defeated by other Negro candidates, with 
observers concluding that the losers had 
failed to keep closely enough in touch 
with the new mood of militancy pro­
duced by the ga rbage workers' strike. 

A Knoxville Negro, Theotis Robinson, 
Jr., meanwhi le won Democratic nomina­
tion to the state house in his campaign 
against two wh ite opponents. 

Protest presidential candidate Dick 
Gregory, delighting a Vanderbilt Univer­
si ty audience with a speech in which he 
pledged, if elected, to " paint the Wh ite 
House black," said he knew nothing of 
the University of Tennessee action ban­
ning him from a scheduled address at 
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UT's Knoxville campus. But Georgia legis­
lator Julian Bond, who had been invited 
to appear on the same UT program, can­
celled his appearance because the school 
prohibited Gregory's. " If the chancellor 
of UT thinks the students are too simple­
minded to hear Gregory, they are ob­
viously too simple-minded to hear me," 
explained Bond. 

Dr. Andrew P. Torrence, vice president 
of Alabama's Tuskegee Institute, was 
named president of Tennessee A&l State 
University, succeeding Dr. WalterS. Davis. 
w ho retired after 25 years at the helm of 
the black campus. Torrence was named 
over strong protest from A&l's national 
alumni association. The alumni said they 
were critical not of the candidate chosen 
by the State Board of Education, but of 
the fact that the alumni were left out of 
the selection process. 

Nashville's Metro Board of Education, 
refusing to revoke a suspension of all­
black Cameron High School from inter­
scholastic athletics, found its members 
named as defendants in a federal court 
suit filed by Cameron students and par­
ents. The post-basketball game disorders 
fo r which Cameron was suspended, the 
plaintiffs charged, were a product of the 
school board's own actions in perpetuat­
ing "racial and socio-economic isolation 
of school ch ild ren" by " conforming to 
community attitudes of wh ite racial pre­
judice and discrimination." They asked 
U. S. Dist. Judge W ill iam Miller to order 
the board to re-zone Nashvi lle schools in 
a manner that would produce " meaning­
fu l integrat ion." James Mock, new Ten­
nessee field director for the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, mean­
while led 200 of Cameron's 1,300 stu­
dents in protest demonstrations and 
threatened to "close the schools" unless 
the court action brought quick results, 
including withdrawal of the suspension. 

TEXAS 
There is evidence that such organiza­

tions as the John Birch Society and the 
Ku Klux Klan cooperated with the presi-



1 

, 

STATE OF THE SOUTHERN STATES 

dential campaign of George Wallace in 
Texas. Many members of the Birch 
Society, in particular, were prominent in 
American Independent Party affairs in 
the state. It was charged by some that the 
Birch Society staged a coup and took over 
control of the Texas party. It is known 
that at least 15 of the party's 32-member 
state committee are Birchers; some say 
as many as 28 are members. It was unclear 
whether the Bi rch people had consciously 
sought and won control or w hether their 
predominance is coincidental. It is true, 
however, that several anti-Birch or non­
Birch leaders of the American Party were 
displaced from the party's organizational 
structure, often to be replaced by JBS 
members. 

Broadened parti cipation by members 
of racial minority groups in Texas is ex­
pected as a result of the national Demo­
cratic Party's doing away with the unit 
rule in party conventions and, also, be­
cause of the national party's growing 
observance of the principle of minority 
groups having their rightful share of the 
decision-making. Texas liberals have 
organized a shadow Democratic Party­
the New Democratic Coal ition of Texas­
somewhat along the l ines of the Missis­
sippi Freedom Democratic party, which 
has grown in influence in that state-to 
challenge the regular, conservative party. 
The Texas l iberals, hoping to do their 
part to broaden the role of minorities in 
state politics, named a 124-member exec­
utive committee whose composition is to 
be one-fourth Negro and one-fourth 
Mexican-American (the other fourths be­
ing Anglo and youth- persons 27 and 
younger). The liberals are hoping their 
coa li tion will be the vehicle that at last 
wi ll give them control of the regular 
Democratic party machinery, in 1970 or 
1972. The coal ition's long-range strategy 
sti ll is being worked out but the basic 
idea is for the liberals to seek to develop 
precinct-level strength sufficient to form 
the basis for having the delegate votes 
to take over the party. 

A Southern Regional Counci l survey 
found fewer Negro elected public of-
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ficials in Texas than in such states as 
Mississippi, Arkansas, and Louisiana. 

Two Texas cities, Austin and San An­
tonio, have adopted open housing o rdi­
nances and a third, Corpus Christi, was 
considering such a law. At the initiative 
of local realtors the Austin ordinance was 
challenged by petitions that required sub­
mission of the question to voters. 

In Houston pickets were posted around 
the school administration building to 
dramatize demands for a meeting with 
the school board to discuss such matters 
as the teach ing of Negro history in public 
schools there. NAACP leader Roy Wi lkins, 
in town on business, joined the picket 
line briefly. Provisions have been made 
to include Negro history in existing his­
tory courses at Houston, as well as at Fort 
Worth. But Houston NAACP leaders say 
they have a number of other grievances 
they w ish to discuss w ith the school 
board. 

State Rep. Curtis Graves, Houston, a 
Negro, believes Negro history is not ade­
quately portrayed in textbooks now in use 
in Texas. He promises to wage a fight on 
the question before the state again adopts 
its history textbooks, in 1970. Negro his­
tory wi ll be the subject of a course now 
being offered for the first time this fa ll 
at the University of Texas at Austin. 

Forty-three Negro soldiers faced court­
martial action at Fort Hood after refusing 
orders to board transportation to await 
possible riot control duty in Chicago dur­
ing the national Democratic Convention. 
The Negroes objected to their possibly 
being ordered to fi re upon or otherwise 
physically repel fellow Negroes. 

Leaders of the Student Nonviolent Co­
ordinating Committee have been under 
intense police pressure lately. At Houston 
the SNCC field secretary, Lee Otis john­
son, was convicted of selling a marijuana 
cigarette to an undercover policeman. 
johnson was given a 30-year sentence by 
an all-white jury. He actually gave the 
cigarette to the officer but under Texas 
law that constitutes a sale. 

At Dallas SNCC leader Ernie M cMillan 
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and his chief aide, Matthew Johnson, 
were given ten-year prison terms for al­
legedly lead ing a raid on a Dallas grocery 
against which SNCC had o rganized a boy­
cott. An estimated $211 damage was 
done. 

At Aust in some twenty police officers 
were in the aud ience of 80 o r 100 when 
SNCC workers from that city, Houston, 
and Dallas met. After the meeting two 
SNCC members were arrested in con­
nection with an auto theft case. 

A number of Texas public school sys­
tems have been prodded by the U. S. 
Office of Education for not dropping ra­
cia l barriers effectively and fast enough. 
A Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare survey shows that three of four 
Texas Negro school children attended 
segregated schools in 1967-68, though 
Texas led the South in integration of 
schools. 

Fifty-nine of the state's 1,278 school 
districts were sent letters last March 
warning of possible cases of noncom­
pliance with civil rights laws. Of the 59, 
fourteen have submitted unsatisfactory 
desegregation plans. Another 80 or 90 
letters were prepared for Texas school 
districts urging submission of a satisfac­
tory desegregating plan by the end of 
September. 

There are signs that the federal courts 
are wearying of the snai l's pace of school 
desegregation in the region. The 5th Ci r­
cuit Court of Appeals has ordered hear­
ings held by inferior cou rts to determine 
the practical effects of the two basic ap­
proaches to school desegreation - the 
freedom-of-choice and the geographic at­
tendance zone plans. 

VIRGINIA 
A decade has sl ipped by si nce Virginia 

closed white schools in the fa ll o f 1958 
in a drastic effort to avert integration. Old 
concepts began to change as a result of 
that move and finally the high counci l of 
the state's long dominant poli tical fo rce 
has been opened to the minority race. 
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Six Negroes were seated on the Dem­
ocratic State Central Committee (they are 
the first in history) at a re-organizational 
session shortly after the national Demo­
cratic Convention. 

The breakthrough-and the factors sur­
rounding it-is expected to have a far 
ranging effect on the staid old politics of 
the Commonwealth. A new era of across­
the-board participation in the party is 
beginning, and as far as the old line state 
po liticians are concerned it is more sig­
nificant than the rise of George Wallace. 

As in other sou thern states, W allace's 
third party bid for President attracted 
more support than had been expected. It 
was no surpri se for Wallace support to 
blossom in the black belt rural Virginia 
Southside, but when substantial Wallace 
followings showed up after the Chicago 
convention in liberal labor unions in the 
big shipyards on Hampton Roads, and in 
the western regions of the state where 
there are few Negroes and few racial 
problems, it became anyth ing but a 
laughing matter. 

Three Democratic congressional can­
didates - Reps. David Satterf ield, Ill, of 
the Richmond area 3rd District and John 
0. Marsh of the Shenandoah Valley 7th, 
and Danville's W. C. " Dan" Daniel who 
was no mina ted to succeed reti ring Rep . 
William M. Tuck - disassociated their 
campaigns from Vice President Hubert 
H. Humphrey. They went so far as to 
pledge to vote for whoever should carry 
thei r respective districts should the pres­
idential election end up in the House of 
Representatives. 

Daniel, although from the o ld Virginia 
conservative school of Democrats, found 
himself with the dominant white vote of 
the district split almost evenly between 
Nixon and Wallace. His GOP opponent, 
Weldon Tuck of South Boston and a 
cousin of the retiring Democrat, had the 
advantage of the Tuck name. And the 
race had fu rther complications in the 
independent candidacy of Miss Ruth Har­
vey, Danville NAACP lawyer. 

Satterfield, opposed by Republican 
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John Hansen of Chesterfield, faced dif­
ficulties because his conservatism had 
disenchanted Negroes who make up 
about half of the voting force in Rich­
mond. Marsh found himself under fire 
from both Republicans and Wallace fol­
lowers for being the only Virginia con­
gressman to vote against the unseating of 
Harlem's Adam Clayton Powell. (Marsh 
says his vote was based on the belief the 
House was exceeding its constitutional 
authority.) 

In addition to M iss Harvey, two other 
Negro candidates entered the congres­
sional races as independents. They were 
S. W. Tucker, Jr., of Emporia, the NAACP's 
chief Virginia counsel, who faced State 
Democratic chairman and 4th District 
Rep. Watkins M. Abbitt for the second 
time, and the Rev. J. Cornelius Fauntleroy 
of Newport News who bowed into 
politics as a challenger of 1st District Rep. 
Thomas N. Downing. 

Nine Negroes were in the state dele­
gation to Chicago and talk of a rival dele­
gation was abandoned. 

Dr. W. Ferguson Reid of Henrico 
County, the first Negro member of the 
Virginia House of Delegates since Re­
construction was named to the central 
committee along with five others of his 
race. They are the Rev. Henry Maxwell 
of Newport News, Arthur Freeman and 
Dr. Benjamin L. Lambert, Ill, of Richmond 
and Mrs. Vivian Mason of Norfolk, and 
John Morcones of Sterling. 

In the wake of a state Democratic Party 
Convention battle marked by substantial 
gains for the liberal faction on the central 
committee, a controversy erupted be­
tween leaders of Negro voter organiza­
tions. Calls for the resignation of Moses 
A. Riddick as executive secretary of the 
Virginia Independent Voters League 
(VIVL) were sounded by Dr. William S. 
Thornton of Richmond, chairman of the 
Virginia Crusade for Voters, and the Rev. 
Curtis W. Harri s, president of the Virginia 
unit of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. 

They charged that Riddick, a member 
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of the Nansemond Board of Supervisors, 
failed to oppose the re-election of Con­
gressman Abbitt as state party chairman . 
This displayed Riddick's "acceptance of 
the conservative point of view and his 
wi llingness to accept tokenism," they 
said. 

An exchange of public statements fol­
lowed in which Riddick contended he 
was in a delegation headed by Governor 
Godwin that operated under the unit rule. 

The 13 Negro members of the delega­
tion were in the minority and Godwin 
could cast the entire vote for Abbitt re­
gardless of the minority, Riddick said. 
Then he further explained: 

" It would have been the worst sort of 
folly for us to bite the hand that was 
feeding us. Gov. Godwin was committed 
to Mr. Abbitt. Under Governor Godwin, 
Negroes have obtained something like 27 
or 28 appointments to state boards and 
commissions. 

" In the convention, the white hierar­
chy, including the governor and the 4th 
District congressman, dropped the bars of 
segregation. For the first time we got del­
egates to the national convention and 
seats on the state centra l committee." 

The executive board of the VIVL met in 
special session and agreed that Riddick's 
hands were tied at the convention, and 
that he was there as a delegate from 
Nansemond County rather than as an of­
ficer of the league. A unanimous vote of 
confidence in Riddick was cast by the 
board. 

Riddick's reference to the opening of 
state boards and commission to Negroes 
under Godwin pointed up the success of 
a long drive to get minority race repre­
sentation on the State Board of Welfare 
and Institu tions. Shortly before the state 
party convention at Salem, Godwin ap­
pointed Victor J. Ashe, a resident of Vir­
ginia Beach and a lawyer in the long, 
drawn-out Norfolk school desegregation 
case, as the first Negro member of the 
board. 

The Norfolk case is now believed to be 
the longest continuing school desegrega-
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tion case in the nation. It was 10 years 
ago this September that a state trooper 
knocked on the door of then School 
Board Chairman Paul Schweitzer and 
10,000 white students in Norfolk were 
locked out of six schools. 

The schools reopened with integration 
in February 1959, but the case that led to 
the desegregation has never left the 
courts. "The Norfolk case will never end," 
Federal District Judge Walter E. Hoffman 
of Norfolk said as the anniversary of the 
school closings rolled around. 

The case originated in the U. S. Eastern 
District Court of Virginia on May 10, 
1956, and many times it has been taken 
to the U. S. 4th Circuit Court of Appeals 
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only to be returned to Judge Hoffman. 
It was again remanded from the ap­

peals court last May 31 with instructions 
for a more flexible attendance plan to be 
tried. The appeals court held that while 
Norfolk's neighborhood schools concept 
may be valid, it cannot be approved if 
residence in a neighborhood is denied 
Negroes solely on the ground of color. 

A mandate is expected f rom the 4th 
Circuit shortly and Hoffman is preparing 
for a new round of hearings. Federal Dis­
trict Judge Robert R. Merhige of Rich­
mond in September also ordered a back­
log of almost a dozen pending school 
cases moved into position on his docket 
for ea rly consideration. 

1968 SOUTHERN STATES' PRESIDENTIAL 

ELECTION RESULTS BY PERCENTAGE 

State Nixon Humphrey Wallace 

Alabama 14.2 19.7 66.1 

Arkansas 30.8 30.3 38.9 

Florida 39.6 31.5 28.9 

Georgia 30.2 26.9 42.9 

Louisiana 23.3 28.5 48.2 

Mississippi 13.9 22.9 63.2 

North Carol ina 39.5 29.2 31.3 

South Carolina 38.9 29.4 31.7 

Tennessee 37.7 28.3 34.0 

Texas 38.0 39.3 22.7 

Virginia 43 .3 32.8 23.9 
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