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When it became known· this. past spring 'that SNCC Peal: reedom Party forum at which he made . and the Black Panthers had ''merged," the. news was obsefv.ation s  about NCC which did little to impro;ve greeted wi th mu�h exc�t�mc;n't. l't was th� 1n0sf the·-·"merger" prospects. In that speech, publ.ished· in ' l.ogical move that CQ\jld have been made to strengthen· the Marcli ·'I 6' issue of the Panther newspaper, Cleaver t}le black movement. SNC.C was the one organization state-d, "Wn.at we have done is worked out 'a mergt!r most responsible for the ideology_ of the black radiCal with SNCC. The Black Panther Party for Self Defense . · ·· movement. The Panthers we.re the ohe. organization · a�d ·,'iN(!C ·are. going to merge into a functional ' 
working to COJlCJ:t:tize that. hJeology in the ghetto. . organit�do.n ... " this �vas news to SNCC:. . · 

WHh the · corniJJg. together of SNCC and the The organization was uf1der the. impressionlthat it 1-' Panthers. the ta lk .of black unity. became more than ·· ·was only 'e�tering into an alliance with the Panthers, · ·: talk. A �;Jerger between the two laid the.basis for t!)e which to most\n SNCC ·was li t t le more than·. good,. creation of a national black radical organizatio'n at a public rela�i�ns� n;t "merg�r" :-y.�luomethinll SNC<.:-1 tlrni! w.hen. th.: hlac.k community most nt:cdcd it. firs\ lca'rned of when. word . of <.;Jeuvcr1s speech •\ - Su.:h a merger seemed to mar·k �new ,maturity oq the reached·tl'lem. SNCC sou�h-t to dear the matter up' 
pnrt of the hfack movement. That "rricrgcr" existed,· ·.,and· Cleaver is reporte� to n·a;:,e said tha! what he • 
hrJWcver. more in thb minds of those wh9 heard mean{ by "merger" was allianc�., Yet, at that Free' 

(� ah<i.ut it than afl%•he� els . '. ' - -...- .... Huey -Rally·-in-Bak-lantl-; -r . H,-ll'e �:pe�tccl.that :: · • 

J.:arlicr this month. SNCC informe d . the Panthers "merger" had been made and contin.ti<!d to speak ". 
that the · SNCC central committee had voted to : thcreaft�r of the rc)ationship between the f�o .organi· . 
terminate the "merger" on the ground s that it had zauons as;� ·'merger." • 1• • � ' •• ·- ·-

hl'cn made by indi�idual� inside SNCC rather than the \ ' Cleaver further jeopardized ··sNdC-P�nther. iela;-�-�, 
organization as a \vhok .an� thai the . .  e,.xac.t naturt• .·a h d ·.: · · 'ti6n� • wh'e'n he .s,ta \e�. in, that' sam� Fe h .. 11 s�eec_n · -mechamcs of thl' •m<lrger had· neyer. been fully ' that. "It is very· 111\ p t\ rtant to reahz(! that SNCC ·ts 

·discussed. (SNCC's 'Rap, Brown. and Jame s F oni t a n , · · cOJitp�se'Ct virtuall;.i ·of black htppjh,. :·.of· black • .  �·. ·who had been elected ITiiJI��1er of �ustice.al�d minister._.. ,college· stu�e.nts' wli�' have dr'oppe�·o\¥of the. bl:id-of f01>eign' a�fairs o · Ule. P:mth�r�; re�1g�ed (rolll tbc ·• 1· !J1iddt�;·�t
.
ass, . . .  ;· Poss1bly ,I!e meanf"}t jls.,a joke, but .Par�thers,. StQkety. \arlliH;hae\,. Pm�t[te.r, p�une mllll.·· . Si'/Cl; aiel ryot fmd 1t f.uflny. It was n·ot only ·a ster, who was r.ece'ntly .fin:cJ._,�y �,\'IC.C, will proqably pui'-dowJ{ qf �('1CC, but of IJ;Iack coJieg'( ·stu.dents as : 'work full time for the Pa�_lhers ·n.o\vJ These. W�l'e . welL TJ\c; fa�t that h� 'ivould s"o' descJibe SNCC was·•·· SNCC's qffj�ial reasons for t�rmihatlng the "mer��r."· questioqahle and to do·so bCforea.�liite audienc�'did : 'liiii'"'fhese wf.re .. nil!rc· technrc�lhie�.:. The actuality is _QQJ .\\_r19.ei!f lii1n or the Panthers tb S CC. · • 

ihat no functional n1ergcr,betwecnthe twocrrganna·-�-- ·�·-- lcav�r ·;�-��tin�1 d }lis speeel(tQ ·imply shcingly_, �ions. ever existed <fnd the possJbiii�Y of there. bemg that the ideology which SNCC's si:)oKesuu;l!�:�_tokclY.. ., , �n� was r. mot� fron.t the b�J.;IIllllllg . 
, an,d Rap. preached,: had,-in ,actuality come froni"fhe ... ! fhe fm.t talk of any kind of merger began last Panthers: "Most pe.ople don't know· this, but a-lot of ' winter w�cn ·�CC's James Forman returned from a the rhetonc you· h�ur from Stokely Carmichael and visit to the �ny Area with. U)e Jdca of a�1 alllanc: . Rap Bro\"ll the�e Jays . . .  was adopted precisely bet ween the Panthers an.d SNCC. People· Ill SNC� · : . bJcat se. Uh y. had come to the West Coast and. spent a were cool1o th td-ea;--hccause they 

_
kne,�· ve1:Y Itt tic. Lit I) l�me �v'th the Black Panthers out here ... '' about the Panthers•. Stok ly t'arli1 1 C � I a e l _had been 'l.r was . remarks such -as· these that fed. the SUS· ( drnfterl by th� Panthers for one ot th•m cabw�l picions of many in SNCC that·the organization was 1 !Xl-� "11' in °� 7 1 �- e � J�. >Onll'. fet>lmg _'ll. :-J( � · - -b.:ing ."hustieu" by tile Panther.,;, �Vh<*h w1o this thJI tlw move to draft ( Jlllllthael should h.rvc c,ome is trw ca·nnot of <:our;;� be ascertained . . Yet.. the thr Ui!h-tlic qrgantntli<Hl\ <:t'nlral ron1m1ttce anu not l.- ·k d , _ 

' 
· SNCC that if Cleaver · -- -· • . , . k.. , f qu�' 10n was as e u)' many 1n . drrectly to &tokeiY. �� Wke.ly.was H c �pe <.S�<I<l or. and' ihc Panthers "th ui:(h1 so }ittle of SNCC as-·· the organi7�1lorr: ·not ouly a publlc figure .. St?kc!y. r lbli -ly to call them ;;black hippi.es.': .why the11 and s,NCC could not be �cpara�e�, many 111 SNC.C: . ' .would they wa.nt to "merge" with them? In hi� r b: fell. Cal'fM�t:hai!l a ·ceptcJ lhe p��ltiOI.l With th Black I speeciJ Cleaver CT;}Ve an answer: ,, . I .  what they . t' Panth�rs. A (e1v inS· CC-klt flu� \'9<ls a t�CllL'ah�rroP.·· . is:-JCCJ have done is-mad!! thcir.apparatus availabl� ... ,: The Panther., ·then a young <illd VIrtually unknown 

lo \IS and there's no ha�gllj); we can move iiliO that-:" 
. org:tni7.Jli<lll n :t t i onu_ ll y , n11ght be, trying to l.l:ie . !any in SNCC fell that that "apparatus" .was t1av;n·g Stokely 10 b lllld th<'mselves. SNC · h�w ver. �ld tllc ·name Carmi,·had, Forman and· Rap officially n 1 1 thmo, to p_�.:vt' n t Carn11rhael from JOllllng ,he . t 1 'th th p ll · · e . ' 

• \ :JSSOl:la Cl WI e an lCf�. ·-1\tnthcr�. · � . 'CC. wluch ha always tacked the · bility to Many Panthers 'er� also suspidous o t the ·• 

di�,·ipline it. members. did nothing. either, to ,top. ''mcrgrr." Thc{vi.:wed SNCC as
. 

a dying organization 
Forman from making an a!liJ1fce w1th the Pant:Jcr>. whi..:h \us �imply trying to exploit the P�nthers to 
The formal announcement of tlie alli:ince 'w":!� to hav_�:•, ·.·keep alive. UnJoubtcdly, SNCC was· having serrou · · 

f F H u · 11 •· r· b 17 · ' L·l·l[er.ltal' problems. but SNC Ji-· 1 not sl'�: a '·merger" -been done o fi ially at a : ree uey " a y on e . .,.. 
or thi' year in Oakland. Forman Carmichael �nd Rap with the Panth r� as the solution.' With each organiza· , 
Brown wen· to be pmsenl, as well as the Panrhcr lion que�tioning the other's 11otives, suspicion and'.' 
hil'ran:hy. tlowever, E l d r idue Cleaver, Panther mini· distrust merged in both groups before any other kind � eo 

• . ' \ .J " \ • ,.. , r ' • .  ,'t ster of information, broke the news Oil' �-e�. II at a of merger had a chance. ; · 

' ·.�;. 



I 
At its staff meeting in June, SNCC reaffirmed its 

independence from the Panthers by voting not to 
1 · adopt the Panther 10-point program as its own. It was 1 thought that the Panther program was more reformist 

than revolutionary. This decision on SNCC's part did· 
. not help matters between the two groups and 

> everything came to a head w i th in the past month at 
mcetinif.r•hcld between representatives of the two 

_· groups .. l lt is reported that -the Panthers thn::atened ' SNCC leaders ·a�l at one point. st'!veral Panthers went 
; ' for thetr ,guns. The shoot-out .was averted, for-. 

· tunately, butt ere was no doubt in the minds<Jf any 
· members of_ either organization that whatever merger<

· 

I
:: 'or alliance may have existed was finished. One SNCC1 
'�·member stated bluntly: ''I can't work with anybody I 
<· 'do'n'l feel right tunl_ing my back on.'' Allth'at wjs left 

at· that' point was for one of the-organizations ro 
l inform the other (hat 'their formal relationship· was• 
· .. terminated. SNCC took ,that step the · first· week in

·
. 

'August.. :. . ' . .  · · · '·: '·· · .  
1\t .this point it seems doutJtful' t'ha't the·· t\'io'' 

Organizat'tOTt.> .,.;\11. W'.'\rk ·�ul_ !h�i_r_£(iffcrel),t;e!l',;,-l'l-\h�• 
near future. In an in tctview in the i\ ugust i. sue of 
Tlie M.ovement,-Huey N�wklfl IHIJ a-l·ong c:rrti.llue·o-: 

· · SNCC ·in which he stated th.at SNCC had been 
controlled by white libt'rals until Stokely's election as 
'chairman. Anyone with any knowledge of SNCC 
h istory is aware that one of the unique features of the 

' organlz.ati'on· has been the fact that it has been
' 

controlled. by blacks since its inception in 1960 and 

t_hat whites were eventually expelled, ,not because 
they had too much power, but because they were 

· · ineffe ct ive working in the black commu nity. New-· 
. '···ton.'.s analysis of SNCC's role in the bbick rti'ovement 1 

· bore·.littl'c relationshi'p't'b' 1fle actual facts and further 
. · , addei:l to feelings within SNCC that the Patitliet's had­

never bee-n interested in a real alliance or'merger. but 
only in absorbing SNC::C into U1e Panthers, and failing 
that, discrediting the organization. 

That the two leading black radical.organizations • 
should regard each other with a suspicio)1 and distrus,f 
that borders on hate rcallv hurls. Perhaps the 
situation could have been av;Jideu if SNCC had not 
a.llowed itself 1o be led into a relation ·hip. wluch it. 
never feally wanted . .  ll is unthinkable that any·. 
organization would allow a few of its .members to 
n·iake a formal alliatJce \ ilh another group without • 
anyoile's approval. Yet, this is· essentially what • 

, happened_ 
; . _ • ·Thus, a merger whic 1 nc;;ver·took place has been· 
: ·:·trriJ1in<It1ld ... That woulJ b� fine if the "merger·· had 
t . not taken place in puhlic view and bl"ack'and white., 

· radioul· were �e..:eived into believing that someth.ing 
existed which. in fact. didn't. It i.s incumbent upon · 
any revol u lio

.
nary organiz.ation to aCt with integrity 

aml'nt>vet to abus..: the fa:th and hopes of the peoplt!. 
SNC'C and the Panthers were acting in their _own· 
in.l'eritsJs and the people wae forgotten.- If anybody 
got hustled, it was not S�·C'C or the Panth�;rs. l·t was 
.Black Ahteiica, which still waits for a'.rcvolutionary 
organlzarion that will speak, and a tin its name. · 

·,Julius Lester 
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By Robert L. Allen . 
Guardian staff correspondent 

San F rancisco 
·-Black Panth

-
er minister of infom1ation 

Eldridge Cleaver confirmed that a deep 
rift. exists between his organization and 
the Studen t Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC). 

. 

In an inLerview with th_e Guardian, 
Cleaver. said that the six-month old 
alliance between the two groups was 
. . definitely off." He attributed the­
immediate cause of the split to SNCC's 
effort to ."torpedo" a Panther move to 

'bring its call for a U.N.-supervised black 
plebescite before the United Nations and 
n on-governmental-organization (NGO) 
status for the Panther organization. 

Referring to the resulting near violence 
which erupted between the _two ) �lack . 
organizations, Cleaver said that '!the. 
feeling at that time was !�at a few of 

. .  ' 
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them (SNCC members] should b��� paid_,, - �ecogni�e that 'the t_ask or, o � ctay is t'o 
. for their treachery with their I!v�s;:i" ·' ' or!laliW� p"eople as opposed tq awakening 
· D�scussing the article by' !.W��s �e�t�� them. SNCC has flBundered and died 

pubhshe(\ above, Cleaver �ntenj:led th,a,t beeau� .i-t has. been un�ble tG make the 
the root causes of the brea·k-coulo be tra�sforp:iation ·{rom a m_ovement to an 
tra�ed on one hanc;l to a ca'ntradi\tid� orga"izatio.n . l;his is· th.e c · ntradic tion � 

which has· ensnared SNCC an.d, on the that h� d..estroyC{\-SNCC.'' 
other, to SNCC's problems w.ith Sto'kely LaS-t s1,unme/ Carmichae and ·Rap 
Carmichael. At one time SNCC was a·�le Brow.f\ visitec:k' tlfe West Coa t and met . 
to mobilize large numbers of peop.lt: lit with the Psnth�rs;.Cle;lv�r co tinued . ''It 
the South, Cleaver asserted, whereas the· -�. W;lS. ye.cy _ clear to me_ that �tokely and 
Panthers have been "dealing -with whaJ. . . RaP were d'eeply influ�ce<i by Huey 
we consider to be the prima�y focal poin't.,.· _Newfpn .and. what Huey· h�d to saY,." 
of the black liberation struggle: the large ·Jl ' ,, Later . Carmic.l).ael visited Cuba, and 
urban ghettos in the north.'' , · -.··.tJierj',. ��=c�i:ding� to Cleaver ' he spoke 

· 

SNCC was "non functjo_n�l'' in that ·· -&bovt "ar; up�l.\�ge in the u*of revolu· 
·· area, he said. "The best they _could do , tionary,violenee,._:fle was not ferrin.g to· , 

was to go arof.nd and eJthort people;,and -� .s�cc. Wh.aqi�o�ty,h(id,fn m nd was-<the ; 
project an analysis which: peopl�1 b� .• and ·"' �!l£11:· ·P!U}t�er .. �,Y, a�d si

. 
'Jar groups 

!-ar.�· ha� aJre,d_y ab�orbed.''', . . . ;. �o!:?fl' t�e· ;c�J,JUt;lfY/ 
.
9C•v�.

r stat.;d.<that 
.Cleaver. ar ed that.SNCC has "pla-yed upon �-Q'�&iliael � tef!-lm, e �t th� 

.,. valid role his.toricaUy, -�ut .we .also t.Os't�:- ' of,.tbe ·�tat� Q_epart ent, LBJ, 
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and tlil! centtal cottimitiee of sN'cc." 
TJte· SNCC ·peo_ple · were · arfgry;_··.·he 
continued, because Carmichael ''hadn't 
inf�rmt:d them in advance·of what he was· 
going to say.'' 

Meanwhile; Carmichael was drafted as 
the Panther .prime minister ·"because we 
felt that he had· an. ·.'.affinity - for· ·the 
position .that the Black ·P4lllther party 
might take." I'n fact, within SNCC it was 

Carmichael who first· developed--' the idea 
of a 'close· telatlon_$lp between

-
-the two 

gr<;)ups, �aid Cleaver;.·But, he .added,. an 
a,riti-Carmicha�l- factionl.c�ntered around 
James ... Forma'n,·Jlad'-deielo�d<tn SNCG:. 
rniS' . t�ct.j.o!( �gued� the said ' that som� 
Jqnd of .�control .must be exercised over 

Ca.rm.ichaet' When'· Oarmichael '•returned · ·. 

� (r.om--�hj's,�trip ··abroad,>a .,sp.ecilil: ee·ntral 
� co�mi'tfee meeting was' called . '''The 

l!llfPO�� · qf that meeting was to censure 
· 

.j�Ofl�ed�page,.24) 

��ARQlAN I AUGUST�4;.1968/J5 
' -

' . .:.. 



CleaVer� 

�tlnued from pqe 15) 1 

• • 

and altciJ'Iine StoiCely-C:armichaeHor the. 
trip that ; he had· made and for the 
statements he had made," Cleaver said. 
Carmichael refused to attend the meeting. 

When Carmichael moved to build a 
closer relationship with the Panthers, 
Cleaver stated, this presented a crisis for 
the anti-Carmichael faction. Either they 
must "go beyond Carmichael in pursuing 
the Panthers or denounce them as 
another of Carmi

-
chael's excesses." The 

latter course presented serious political 
difficulties, so the former was chosen , he 
said . These members of SNCC "thought 
that they were going to �o-opt the Black 

Panther party," Cleaver asserted, "They 
· thought that the party W\IS full of ' 

igriorant niggers or a gang of bandits and 
they thought they could come in a 
provide leadership and guide us as they 
iaW fit." 

The origin al idea was for a full merger 
of tjle ·two groups, not simply an alliance, 

. ( 
,. · Cleaver maintained, "but when SNCC 

foun·d ouHhat it was-not-going-to be able .._,... 
to control the. Panthers they began to 
backaway." · 

Under these circumstances, why did 
the Panthers accept an alliance with · .  

··. SNCC? Cleaver replied: "We retognized 
· that they had invested in the in a lot of, • .  ·• 
. the �ritage of the black ·liberation · 
' struggle,': he said, and "we felt that we 

would. receive a form of endorsement or 
certification by having the brothers in 
SNCC accept positions" in the Panthers. _. 

Brown, Forman and Carmichael all 
" accepted such positions, but the first two 

have now resigned. What about 
Carmichael? Cleaver declined to answer 

. this but he said that he felt sure that 
Carmichael himself would answer the 
question the next li.me he makes a "major 
public speech." Carmichael was•scheduled 
to speak in the Bay Area on Aug. 22 at 
Marin City and again at a rally in Oakland 
on Aug. 25. 




