




cated people are becoming radicalized because they 
doubt the credibility of American leadership and the 
legitimacy of its liberal claims. 

Even if it were possible to organize this constituency 
last year without confronting the new politics of the 
black movement, it cannot be done now. Radicals have 
the hard job of saying "yes" to the revolutionary poli
tics of the black movement, "yes" to the revolutionary 
movements abroad-and "no" to liberalism. 

This does not seem easy during a period of white hys
teria. Nor does it help win widespread support among 
those who have been vaguely leaning towards the Left. 
But the most dangerous political problem facing the 
Left is the chance that its most advanced sector, the 
black movement, will be isolated and then crushed by 
federal and state repression. If this occurs, the chief 
catalyst of the movement will be silenced and the white 
Left itself robbed of its own vitality. 

Prelude to Attack 
Even more significantly, the repression of the black 
revolutionaries would be a prelude to a broader attack 
upon the whole antiwar movement, militant trade union 
activists and radical intellectuals. The technique cur
rently employed by the administration is to raise the 
slogans of "riot control" and "law and order" in order 
to prepare the ground for incorporation of pacifists and 
left liberals, who either abhor violence on principle or 
- in the case of the latter- have faith in democratic 
methods within American capitalism for solving social 
problems. 

Thus far, hardly -any prominent members of white Left 
groups have publicly announced their support of Rap 
Brown and the Revolutionary Action Movement. The 
only expression of solidarity has been supplied by the 
liberal civil libertarians, whose defense of black power 
advocates rounded up in the latest rebellions has been 
conducted on the free-speech and due-process issues 
rather than the substance of the black radicals' critique 
of the social system. (On the other hand, recent state
ments by Brown and others show a growing trend to 
socialist politics, even if the inspiration has come from 
the revolutionary, movements in the neocolonial coun
tries.) 

Insurrection 
During the Communist trials in the late forties and 
early fifties, when mere adherence to the general ideol
ogy of Marxism-Leninism afforded a sufficient excuse 
for official t error, the actions of the Communist Party 
were in keeping with a mild, legal opposition to the 
Cold War. In contrast, the current position of black 
radicals corresponds to actual insurrectionary condi
tions. The difference is fundamental in the eyes of the 
law, if the famous dictum of Oliver W endell Holmes 
that the subversive character of mere statements have 
to be judged in their context is any guide. 

Today the black radicals are potentially more dangerou s 
to established corporate authority than the Communists 
were twenty years ago. Black power in its many forms 
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has roots in important sections of the black community. 
Although that wing of the black-power movement which 
has armed revolutionary aims may, in the end, be in
carcerated, isolated and broken, the specter has been 
raised of the specific revolutionary content of the idea 
of "social change." 

For white radicals, the defense of black revolutionaries 
is necessary to their own salvation. The black move
ment has succeeded in making the question of r evolu
tion relevant to American life. 

Armed Self-Defense 
One key issue is the permissibility of armed self-defense 
under the repressive conditions of ghetto life. The tar
get of the new gun laws advocated by liberals and con· 
servatives alike is clearly no longer related to the Ken
nedy assassination. Its object is the disarming of black 
revolutionaries and others in the ghetto. The "gun 
roundup" caried out in Plainfield, New Jer sey several 
weeks ago was an interesting indication of the impor
tance attached by state officials to the fact that Negroes 
had arms. 

Another crucial question is whether the Movement is 
ready to go on the offensive in the fight to preserve its 
right to advocate revolutionary transformation of Amer
•ican society and, in fact, to u se such a campaign to expli
cate on its ideas. Recent events force us to say where 
we stand and explain our position to many p eople to 
whom the concept of socialist revolution is either ab
stract or meaningless. 

A Collapsed Ideology 
I am convinced that the left-liberal ideology of general 
opposition to the war coupled with a commitment to 
radical peaceful reform at home no longer serves the 
Left. It collapsed under the weight of the armed inter
vention of the government in the ghetto. 

Further, it should be plain that pressure is not enough 
to stay Johnson's hand in Vietnam. As the squeeze on 
workers and poor people becomes more powerful, as a 
result of the tax increase and new troop commitments 
to southeast Asia, the attempts of the antiwar move
m ent to reconcile its liberal and left wings around a 
minimum program seem less relevant than ever before. 

The next step for white radicals is resistance, political 
defense of black power and revolutionary socialist edu
cation. The left can unite with liberals on specific 
demonstrations or projects, but it can no longer take a 
back seat to the prominent liberals seeking to accom
modate the movem ent to the " dove" sectors of the Es
tablishment political parties. What is needed now is 
the building of a white revolutionary socialist move
ment based on an understanding of the carrot-and-stick 
thrust of the corporate power structure . Whether the 
threat of eruptions · from the ghetto brings a reign of 
terror on both black people and white liberals and radi
cals is not entirely within our control. What is evident, 
however, is that the need was never greater for a serious 
white revolutionary counterpart to the developing 
black movement. 
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