
This article whic h Charlie Cobb v1rote about Julian Bond's 
campaign appeared last year in §!ua~s ££ the Left, prior 
to Julian's election. I thought peop1Le might ~-rnterested 
now in Charlie i s thoughts abOU.t the campaign and its sig­
nificance. 

1. moses 

ATLANTA: THE BOND CAMPAIGN 

(Editor's note: On ~ay 5th, SNCC field secretary Julian Bond 
won the Democratic primary in Georgia's l36th legislative dis­
trict. Bond defeated a Negro minister, William Creacy, in 
the all•Negro district or Atlanta which was recently created 
because ot pressures tor reapportionment. He campaigned in 
a district that includes the Atlanta University complex as 
well as a large low•inclme area. nis connections have been 
with the university community, but he campaigned on issues af­
fecting the poor: a two-dollar minimum wage, a nliberalized" 
urban renwwalprogram, repeal ot the "right to work" laws, abo­
lition of the death penalty and removal of all voting require• 
ments except age and residence. Bond's prlmary victory almost 
definitely assures him a seat in the georgia Rouse; the only 
obstacle is the June 16 regular election contest against .a 
Negro Republican. The following report Qn th~ campaign is 
from another SMCC tield secretary, Charles Cobb.) 

I approe.ched the campa1gnw1th some ·m1sgi\.:-tngs based on a 
seriess question I had about anyone being abl 3 to tunct1on ef­
fectively in the state legislature without t .~~3 support or the 
"establishment." I will confess that I was ~lso worried about 
the corrupting 1ntluenoe of politics in geneP~l. I telt, and 
I still teel, the threat ot American "poli tif: n" has on people 
who "play the game"-·you know, like touch (pG~ itics) and be 
tainted. 

On the other hand, I tel t that Julian en a.•he floor ot -the 
Georgia State Lwg1slature would, by virtue of' the tat that 
he was a young, black SMCC worker, lnherentlJ fccus attention 
an the politics that he articulated. In Jui tln ' s politics, I 
have faith, so in the -·--end I - based mp decision to work on know­
ing Juliane 

Most people on starr say the cities are h.~.r-dest to organ• 
1ze. They say the people there tend to be " too apath6-t1o." 
We don't yet what can tap and sustain the ~nG~gies ot the peo• 
ple locked up in the city ghettoes. What is clearest to me 
in the cities is that the politics that runs things is out ot 
the hands of ~he hands ot the people who need to use it most. 
(People can e~t&erinto politics. eog., registration and vot• 
ing, but they can•t control it.) Julian's c ~-::~;,pa:\gn then, was 
a chance for me to explore the possibilities or 'eople being 
able to use the politics that exist. Within t h9 confines o~ 
Today•s "political realities~ I don•t think that SNCC ever 
had such a ~ opportunity before. 



l~e ~ften r onArkcd durin~ th e ca.npr.~i '\n tl-}f-' t if you went 
off Hun~.~ er Strer: t :rou would never know thc ro Wrl S a cA qpAir.;n 
goin~ on. So t~~o! Politici~ns sinply 0on't Ronroac~ people 

,in any roR~ s nnse with their politics. Poli ticnlly thA.t isnot 
reali8tic. Our RnnroAch w~s different. lN'e W!'lnted people to 
use their own politics. 1!']e h1=1d n. tool for them to use--Julian. 

Like most cor.r~uni tics, the 136th Di s trict hns been ripped 
and torn npRrt. Julinn 1r. like R sowin~ no8dle. Usin~ him, we 
hoped the District could berroin to sew itself tot;eth.cr rt~flin. 
Probably other kinds of neec1.le s Are n e eded, too. 

Stn to l er.;isl a tures a rc A r.1ystery. lfu~t wo know nbout 
then, ~enorn.ll y, is tha t f' ~roup of people sit up there and 
do ooMothin ·~ or oth er--th at is cRlled poll tic s . Wb.i ch is, in 
rc o.li ty, outside the d~. y-to-de.y concern s of t h e n njori ty of 
people since they don•t unders tAnd it. It iR inportAnt to 
understnnd thn.t durin,~ t r :. e CA r1.pai rrn Ju l:i.o_n WP s s een and known. 
End then the rcystorious politicAl f"lurn arc '.tnd Pt least one stflte 
lc r islRtor-to-bo. People voted for sor1c on o t ho y know nnd fcl t 
co1~1fortRble with. Very i n portan t; a poli ticiHn wh o took the 
tine to wnlk stree ts, knock on doors nnd know p e opl e , a 
politician who wa c not threntcned b y R cons tituency t ha t WRS 
or~anizod oround issues And not the politicinn. An oporr1ting 
philosophy of ours was tt:at if hnrd work c nn 1rrin A canpni~n 
then we sure Rs hell intended to win it. 

I think thA. t 11 terRlly 100 per cent of tl1e peopl e I 
CanVASSed h nd neve r hAd anyone con1e to their hous o , Sid down 
and seriou sly t~lk to then about their cornr:1uni ty·. Certn.in]y 
not R politicRl canpni~n worker or cnndidPte, su~~estin~ thAt 
a coMDuni ty h ad to act H R A co~:.,uni ty if t11ey wnnto~ to talk 
about and mAke relevAnt politics. I !ilA n:ine A. poli ticiR.n 
sur,r:ostin.g th~t he wann't t he most relevant t h ing in polit:imsl 
I n Rr,ine that politician winnin~J Think if t h Rt can be sustRined 
Rnd extended. 

M oBt of the ti1:1e, while working on the c ~ r--:.pni r:n, we 1~~Tero 
weHring shirts {ironed), ties AndslAcks. E·J"ury not...r A.nd then, 
A r.uit. This, appA.rently, is not resn e c t ab1 :; by sof.1.e SNCC 
s tt"nda rds. Severnl SNCC folk ·r:w.de judgr1en t s nbou t the Cl:lMpB i~n 
based on our a.ppoaranc e . lie v.rere wcarin r.- ti r:: s; the refore, 
we nust have "sold-out" to play the political ~ane. {Or we 
were playin~ the political rsan e; t1~!erefore , vJO c1un t have sold­
out to wear ties.) 

The usual articul a tion wns that, these people in the 136th 
District are not free. They a re Rll bound up in t'l!.e orien­
tation to ma torial f1nd su rface incl er.umcies. You camp Ai gn 
workers -are perp n tuatin~ tha t by weRrin rr ti es and thin~s 
(syr;1bol of th e decAdent n iddl c cle.ss VAlue). I R ~reo only 
t hat t h o ties and t h inr s e.re irrolc~n=~nt to nc . But I am con­
scious of t h e fact that it is not entirely i J."' r olcvant to a 
lot of ~eople. My jud~r1ent 't-vR8 thAt RdontinP, the standard of 
nePtne ~ s h e lped squelch the irrelevnnt etues -:_:('.n of dross amonr; 
tho people we were work in ~\ with and h elpe d r:<: ~ :t n us it1r1erliR te 
focus on the relevRnt .:i.Gouo-s ... Sol'·~e SNCC pcoi~: e jun~ed the 
c ampni~n by m~.kin~ the san e klndn of eur:rn ~.:) ;·s8tlrlp·ti·on.S wh·i .ch 



.focus on tr:.e extraneous and irrelevant, t hn t we Rre Allegedly 
freedom-fightin~ a ~ainst in society. 

WE WERE TAK~J VE~ SERIOUSLY. First in t h e nei~hbor­
hoods, where, As in tho rur·P. l a.re a s, pemple jud~ed us by what 
they SPW us doin~ in relRtion to wh~t we BP.id we hoped to do 
and see happen. 1ve were honest nnd consistent. We r;ot support 
from the neir;hborhoods. House r1eeting s wore held. 

We did not
6
need tho Negro democratic nach.ine in tenns of 

the politics/Mere or~anizing, Hhich was politics t hat did not 
belong to politicians. We wore tnk en seriously by this 
machine becf-luse, if we won we couihdn't be controlled by them, 
which seriously threatens the operAtion of this ~achine. 
Especia.lly, if what we do ca tchA S on A.nd extends i tsclf. Leroy 
Johnson (Ne~ro State Senator) wants "politiciAns" he cAn control 
and use for his political ends. 

Ne~ro politics in Geor~ia, not to Mention o t he r Deep South 
stntes, is still new enou,....h ~nd open enou,...h :Cor No ~ro0s to force 
t:~ 't-~Thol e ne\111 conce~of whR t poll tics is. 

I rlMediA.tely Afte r 1 t beclll"!O clePr t h A.t JuliRn hn. d won, I 
thou~ht thAt SNCC could. hA.ve pulled off tho s mn e t h in r: in all 
of t h e Districts wh ore Ner:roes hA.d 't\ron. The r e were districts 
in Georr;ia l.Jhere nobody even bothe r e d to quP..l ify. I rm c ss 
these seats are still open. l.ofuRt that co"Lild meRn is tbat tho 
issues and questions th~t Are rais e d in connunities AS a 

result of our work, could be fl r.1.plified on th e floor of the 
Georg ia House, hookin~ cor.~unities to~ether on con~on issues. 
Ima~ine, ten SlJCC guys in the Geor!'\ia House co-runi tted to 
orGanizing t h eir districts to usin::: the s oa. ts in the Houso to 
meet conmunity needs defined by the conmunity. 

I think we will increasingl y find, e specially in the urban 
south, chances to explore ~1.0eric:-1n politics nn d the wr-tys it 
can be shaped (if it can at all4 to Meet our n e eds. This can 
mesh and hook up with the redicR.l ferns of our own (like FDP) 
thRt we ere developin~. 

Admittedly, there are d~n~ers inherent in t t is explorAtion. 
(E.g. pressure of trA.di tional poll tics, i ;..cla t ion , the fact 
that some people will be corrupted. ) Hot-H~ver, I Am fAscinated 
by the idea of comnuni ties r:1ovin~ in and out of trndi tionAl 
Ar.1ericr-tn political forms. It impli e s fl cre r-1 tion of instability 
of these politicAl forr1s, crePtocl bv peopl e whose needs are 
not beinr; and probablv Hill not be r.te t by thes e forms anywAy. 
I think it is to our adv~ntR. ~e to hRv e oppres s ive (\overnment 
unstPble. They h A.ve to r e lePs e sone of' t h eir control to 
steHdy therrts e lves, or the"r try A.nd steAdy theqs e lve s by increns­
in(!, control, Hhich hPif'l'htcns the potentiRl for reb0llion. 

It is a f'ac t now tha. t Julian is the DeP:toC:'A tic nominee 
for the Georo: iA. House fron the 136th District. Here than likely 
he will be elected on June 16. I t h ink that 3 'iTCC needs to 
cor1ni t its elf to An all-out effort to r:et an vverw~ olmin f! turn­
out for t h is election. For one t h inr: that c: l.~~- ~A cterizes all 
comr.1ent on this election is t h e expected poor turn-out and 
interest. 



/ 

1Ne need to disprove "voter a.pa.thy" which re~lly is 
election :J.rre l evA.nc v . The c onc ept wo ne e n t o focu s attention 
on is t hR. t o.f pEl 0 pl r; f s ri r~ l--: t to sh 8 . p e A.n n use p 01 it i c s • If 
that CP.n h Rnpen in a ny one di s trict in ~eorgia (or Anywhere) 
it poses a t h r eat to current politics al l over. In effect, 
it noans thA.t our politicf'l c an pai r;n do er. not end on June 16. 

One n orc note: Julian's opponent-wPS ~inistcr. I think 
this was the first t ine I've been in the South th~t I've seen 
a lar~e r e Action a gainst the Rmbitions of a minister. 
~ppRrontly p e opl e just drAw tho line at havin~ a ninister 
overtly lnvol ved in political deci s lon-mRk in.n; . "I a in't 
havin' no dan n prePch. er u p th_ere." H_nybo it h ints at H general 
awR renedd of their exploitation by r: inis t e rs. 1\nyv.m.y, I think 
it helped us that Bill Croacy WAS A pre Ach er. 

What I learned Mostly from. the can pA i ,.n v.ras, trJ.n t in the 
final analysis, orrranizin[\ tho urban is t "r:e san e. What people 
need--all ovcrJ--is so~e thin~ t~ey can ~re b h ol~ of, or build, 
that is their own. Even if it's just t h eir i n0 ividual life. 
So Mrs. l-/illiA.m.s now wants R Freedon School A.nn Hrs . Bolden 
wants Action. The Broad Unbrella wAs Julian t s c:F!pRi r;n lr-rhich 
WA.s our (SNCC 's) idea but there is no reRson v;hy it cAn't be 
t~ken over by the conununi t-v thR.t m Pl{A S up tr;A 136th Hou se Dis­
trict to be shaned ~nrl resh ape d by t hel"'l an0 r1Pd e tl1oirs by 
the1~1 and whA. t th e y do. 

I found th~t n y o1m fears About con+:rollin ('!' p e ople or 
ma nipul Atin r'\ then blurred in th A 1\ ive ~.n0 t rtl<:o di .!=! lo n:ue (t-rhich 
i n plies ,.... ive and toke of decision-mRk in~ and i dens) with the 
community; 1-rith in tho context o:r JuliAn's c:::~mp.~=dr.n, at least, 
I was part of that community. 


