Two Southern Reports by Jerry DeMuth

Mississippi: A War on Poverty or Civil Rights?

Atlanta, Go.
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Almost
olle dincess of Natchex-Jackson, Mlsaissippl
—5$5.3 million from the Gffice of Economic
Opportunity, $1.6 million from the Depart-
ment of Labor—to educate [lliterate adults.
Local officials dominate the staff. In the
delta, §5 million Is going Into g program
to retrain sharecroppers. The chalirman of
the board is an official in the State Sov-
ereignty Comemission, the offlcial state
segregation watchdog group; hils assistaht
is Asron Henry, state NAACP chalrman
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AN‘ ADDITIONAL $1.6 million In
Hesd Start funds went to the Chlld Devel-
opment Group of Mississippl (CD.GM.)
through s grant to all-Negro Mary Holimes
Junlor College in West Polnt, Miss. Using
an ‘approsch similar 1o last year's freedom
schoal programs, CD.GM. cperated B3
centers for over 3,000 ¢hildren, About half
the siaff were former civil rights workers
many of whom had had freedom school
experience. C.D.GM. rented space for ts
headquarters from the Delta Minlstry
headquarters of the Nationzl Council of
Churches,

The CD.GIM. program led the Jackson
Daily News, ane of the state's two leading
newspapers, 10 quote an eariler editorial:
“However, as all federal programs are now
designed, here {s one of the most sublle
medioms for inuilling the acveptance of
raclal integration and ultimate mongreli-
zation ever perpetrated In this country.”
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to enter softly
8 speak allomly
4 smile a freedom song
K to live revalr
% without the god af should
i to transform pain
¥l 10 a caress
untying
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The paper then guickly pol'.ﬂud out that
the C.DGM, stated It was “aggressively
integration,

resulting in & decisfon contrary
it is doubtiul
whether CD.GM. will be able to get any
more monsy to confinue its programa into
the fall. Unlike other federally financed
programs in the state, CD.GM. did not

last year's party convention, the President
must fear that the F.D.P. will gain even
more support in the future and want 1o
atop It wow.

FEDERAL PROCGRAME can out
aff politleal support for the clvil rights
movement, strengthen the existing power
ptructure; lure away clvil rights partiel-
pants, and establish conservitive programs
for superficial change tn undercut elvil
rights programs which attack basle sltus-
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