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IIOBILIZATION AT THE G RASS ROOTS: 
1961 - 61 

r.ul) Jn IJ1.11 Jlununrr of ll'lf11, o ,:1l'up f1f .S'=(!(! llwJt.:.l"' '''C'IJ\1 
!,lQii, Mi;,;._,ll•l>i, nml 1)('1ttlll It> IIH~:ultlt~, '''PJ;ilf1 tlll'tc for 

nn·Joru ltltln. 'I he) Pit"l wit I• •~mo kl•'c~ tl •• I 11 .fAt'L'On 
t niO\'tment ~.~tw-n. 

\f<~tll iulf)OfC.Uit, tJ\C <''!Jl'rit't~·r t:r)..uilli7.cd ll drt<"UI1 WIIIC 
,,,ul'l~ Jc:.ders h:.d ~'t"l"l" d "'' r the f11t-\Wuc ,~..ar: H t.hry 
"'f,,n~ to ch:a~ the South. llw' (flli1d ,.,, tTm.J.in JUSt ot Jtudt'.l'lt 
dO(':\\~~~ II..W \0 ~n~ t~ tf'lltunm•l'~ 
\ot,.lJl), dlC HI) UlU1 OCl" f'' lht:' ~M fti!Mtf\'!C''ll tiorc 1960 
,J 'tlnnJUlt action b) all .a;rc- 'TOUf!' lu \\at TC'D.bCII«, a 

.:a.t. ,vtn..,Hl\u~tioa ~~~~"~ p .... untk-r 1ht- adult \r.:ut.-r • 
.-( J~-lm Md trr:ft: ""~'"' ·~~t"':r.s' '' ho h~ n,;a•f'f\"d \0 

• llaC'JC t'\K.ttd b) datit b .. t.".c n!\, tJ-.-. .. tlf#.trod tat·~\ turpcwt 
.. r~ up a .. tetn til) .. in "h11..h m li\~. In u~...._ .. a. \'•IJin....a. 
lit Gdn coratnunuirw '" that f1...,.t', dim:t-'"'it_"' UIM"l'ml"nU C\H 

• 4"H linl!'t. In ,nrne rlltT:".nJunit.~ oWrr N~ tr.tdC',. ~"' the 
11 upnl.ln& Al ~ thren, but OLIClJ tr.ult:d c;~ .... ur, co it fC'f" htlp. 
I hf' ndK!t tmport'I.M d~il\t.; li'-'L b;.iJjk!IK'd ia '''·'l \!1/Ull\e:r' or 

! VI'U ~llt p(M't'lfll l J>t'f'll!e, rffl!n dlt While H/"1\N' tl(IWil, ,znt 
t ,.,, I• wotrle\1 a1}01H tho "b.uJ im::tge·" tl•·• l£1?'1rtk:, •m roundhl)t 

I n~W..m l~i\le• were crto~un~ ft1r thh lt.•Li t'lf\ nhrll-•ll. lh~· \\ta' 
1~• ~'" d1e cntn~IU~ht "fl\11 ol lhc tlmt~b"' .u1il lu:.• 1-'~~h\·r i'\lt:lt:1)1 

, tlw Ktnnrdv adl)\il\l,uocdc•ln wtu mur..h ir.ll'h tWd In tt•lfi,tt•firHt 
·I •tl1 Nq;u~e• co \'Ott; :-;~t:h• \('I' 1 fl"t::iloa~;u i u l'l Ill" ~("l1h w,,·, 
:.,,llin•• O\lt C}l 11 pc')lf!nti:tl .5 milla4lfi. \\ llf!th'-"t d11· Krnn<"d) • wl'n 

n.l 1Jc:c1u4e ol mor;\1 cor~rn or u~ bt"Ji...S thou tfl.-bttrrtl 
• ., "iittkl \Ote lnr l<~ord)J ;,. tiOI Urtt~<~t.hll n ... itst(Jt'IC,UU 

1>1 th.lt tJ..-.. ¥J't"r-. winin~ "' do snaut.1hin'! .lll\'llt it A(tM1W!V 

f.tl k••h~:n t.:.en:ncd\ poink ~t NU Uut :iii• ".~.~ fll'll" ;u(.l "'IM'R' 
r.-.t.r.tl ro¥t'T1lmt'n\ h.ad Uw~ "' tN'. !"'"f' tf_. 1ftt1 .md 19li0 

kaa:hu At'b '""n.o tullpoK'tl I•'~ rwvtrn ,,~. rirht• 1h~ utJ:-rd 
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MON T HLY ttH' I f W 

lbr }"·'-. P""F-;J"\CC c-:1•rr rhtl "''1.tc t,. 
tf'f.:t..ll•· (1;11 01 n;:"···ni.: IT~'nl.IG r.&Ulp.uc:n •h h,. ' 

'~~ ~t,:wn.b., ... nd •·pt h , L•t<d '" , co ), 
,., 1 tllt." ll••"'"'ur~ t 1 .;-. ''~' r •r:::: •• ,.,.,..,., .... , 
"" J' '-1-.t d bl ro ·"•' f<:' .. -.!Jii "' 'dt'ri~ to '-' t, 
• nf'r. h.r r l·:o •. :ror; Cr '''- lr 1 .1u n "':\t C 
•ljl} rlL !'._t.. I .... ·~ f ,j £~11 11<("-ito.,. I• f lo(io; I •·•' I '\' 1 ..LJ 
t:to\ tlk'JII~!h1.,.. !1.-.·\ ''&....L! \\(lr;. I If lifl:1' J:, I \\t 1 oJ 

lr :\-."'II t~t.':.:'.tll~-dl~. )" 'r4 •pkr \1 'I 

;,,, ·' ,, \\o•u:tl l"''l i!t-.frn .... UI lotn1 •I if'' !'1 1\ lh ... t 

\\u\l htnl ''~";'" "\: \\diU t•• !-:·''' ".; ht til .... 
. tit! "'k ~l~rv 4 lttckt.t. ··:-:,...,~ tl '''~' ,, ot•tot\, It • 11~11 

1 •'*'' '' 1 - ' a~;~: ;., • ,, t· PHI lhxlfr• 1 ' 1i." 
r l'l !ooWih.l n £~0C II JlJ llt•l •<!'t.'l I rlt.ll •i1l•r•f I "' ,, 

lo!~&n;, .. ,lJt.-111 \'.1lJ .t!r. •E 1u1n .1fJJtl lr. th~· ''' •!llr•r rlch11t• :­
''h' I. .. 1J h•·fu ,h-,-JJ. •M~"h&-d I•• •hu·· • 'd"':' fc·:; rh•: 
t•o:i•ll 1inu \\.a• J 1~111(' ojii.",\HO.n .u,,J ,, clt ,;u: , , t. l ' 1 , 

•wu !:Lc:tccm,· r.Jun:ndoo.. ~\.!·h\lJ!<o .a,,,lut• n 1n.J tlt.11 ~~J~ 
JuJ loJ I hi" \'t'>4:' lt."'r !I fl1!"<! t '• 11 • .. •t ~tljif!i!' --'•·' .rtf 
~t.o•,. ,1: l!i It~ -;.("t! 1:1 I ,C' ~1' I \1 lltir i&..1.( h \ mk: \ 

t!u~ 1'.t J ~ ~ :::~:r,o•~ •I 4.1JI\f' .1 I• •I. ' ' w\tnh IUltaJ I 
1Ull'100t.-d 

Thr c:v.bu 1;.WIIjl ln \_X(..( ti!ato ,;v...:r:ph .. t~ Jll<r;1k-
Wt •• \,,11 ¢l" I 1r os I 't t~,• tl..tt r I • h.Jh;:t'J t. '-' 

.. 

'"lt.zt it .A ~n··· ~ ~ t··•C'f;• • LL' "-' ~h.~n •.u..t ·l: .-! ,-.u*t ~ 
~ :n.1~.'r' LJnch •v ... r.t . ..-tt )'"' intq:r ... e-- ~ •• ul "'''. t"l f" 4 

P',.'M'r t!l:. Q.:on'' d:unq., •• lk~l.tt ... 1hu~.· acl\t, o~h" .u •• a.-J.. • 
th .. -ep ~ .. 1.1 ~ 'dun~.:. 1C't"'r ,.\\,thn! tl.r ='• • '' ... It 

lt.tt•~t•-'·"t" ~-su:·::rm \\(lc;l;cl xt ul;, to. duc,-t ~tton. 
'll~.e olJ~Wlaent ~"'-· untt n·-.lh ~l'ult"d duu 1\Urullc:r, ltm "''' 

rn.ma :ed lO ho•(! II)IJI"Uu:r h'' cit\ hlin~ luft• two "imt-dtt \ 
c ~.u ... aJUt•;; •Jut;. W'lc.l tht: Jjt(•q.,l ... li•' tl "~!'.· 'T hh turn~." '''" '' 
lCtul)o{I JAI), bcCllU•r• .u. t1w uv d .. !ll.i,t\nl Into tilt' Ot~l' ~o:,.ltli I 

wtJO JMo 1 ~~t! lhfll \'C>li."' 1\'11\U,H!t'm ,111d C.U\:\1 lh li<~n ''''~~' 
o1nd il1• ..,,11,~ pl!J\"tl d\jh. •mJ til• lit, • l~l "•'l'li lht I\Hl I. 1t 

~ l··;l~ft•::),.. tlu 'mrt-H;·:n d•:m: "·•• til.&l 1111..' Nft'' (•r fb~.o.•n11 
I•'" l...J p:npt:.Jc 1 ;~-t!J1•11j) ~·' lh.lic..l\1'1.1 "'"'Ill( J)t1'j•lt icHu t.h1· P• 
~. 10tl to t •:.: '-J,f,.._ J iw fDrlltMI, 11i, ~h~'luilljJl.ht.tln Chi{ ,tt!l• t"· 1 

u w .. ·J c .. uh. ~11th 1'' or.rit• ;t!ld l•·m,tJ dw1 h·~,.,,, ,..,,l;cd J,i111 il 
tloc o1Wtl1lJo•Uat.i\'l" f i.J t'"'-"t"•I1:\C tl~o.I·IU'\ f'f "'Ce,;, t.UIIIIur'l~ 
i.tfJ tlu< "'·'~ U:""t ··~·''""J uh. ju P,.1l t.'t.fl td •l \~t·ukJ her · 
U a ~u..l~ ~IUUJI \ttV<I\"J~ it-':.Jf J..lt t1u .- tu th:~ trltl'\t'll"'f•t'' .1\tod 1' 

".lit> d f' bro;in:Wbtt l 

http://lir.es


• 
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1 
_.. lit" \C"ftl llU' fi .uuJou, i•.to ("'.,., :,, "' "nu!F w;t~ 

h \lfU '" tiM!' lat~ W!'t1tl".tt or 1'"••1 iu ,. ...... ~nn.~ • 
.., 'I h;. "'~' flO( .i SXCC r1njt• t •, •I tl •·' ,.•, •d ..rt~IJr 

1• "h,.. '"t"f<' aJ~dy or "'0\:la bJn 1 a • .1n • '~c..e. 
\(" ·~ i• i\ ~n:.ll H'"-n in SOIIlh\\'t:IJriTI :'\• •nh C lffl

1
:11.1 Wh"l"t! 

\\ .lll.aln• • .1 miHll.1nt ~oung ':'\· '!mt ,. , •• .J lc·ld•·•, \\'11' '•"'"~ I vi 
u1w <lit~(n,·or \\ hh n::.t1onul ci>.'il ri~ht~ I J•·u ,d .rn1 .dtt>t 
1,,n wh.llc men (R':t•d h)' 1l•r a.>•'lll• .th ' I \ ,,,. 1 'lU '' ~' ~ 

he •uR..:tlll!d th01l :"'••r.sut~ .. •·•u•t :•1•1 '• ch..-u •.-hn 1'}• 
\'iol~.:nce ''hh \iolertu:• ' I IJis u •• tnnmt "·•• ,d~,.'d)· p.tb· 

1 Jt~ nr·•·t. many ~~pi~ .. imludic:vt "'""" .. ,lu. t:~l· ,,,. tbhn• 
·! nd·.,'IC'.Uf't t>f n.-•r.,inf -nc~ t.· t ... ~d \', tl'::~tttt .: • •: l r:t•l l-...1\r 

• ·h. t.hl~ putU.l: .. Ttlh. .._},roe, ~r.b N
1
1'"1' uUih.t•ll r""""iO,\<t 

.-~ ~ tt.·~h •ti C"'''"'h.,.l'r.l ... ::-.e ., ... c,;.,tf , • .,,... ''l' 1.11.rteilir.t­
c:..tto)i"" inl\u1lfc <'~\~"' nurt! tf.c"" 01 •f' t'"OI...,.U -'e ("1\ . 

~nin\iront ''' 1.&.~ 1 'nt .u "·:l:~.-ut.~uo" ,,-.. ;· U -.cc he ""'< 
.1.10 oul.ft t~Jr:..r:o. ... l tt.· th.n;c ~,,J~ • he" Jf 1rd 11 h .. nch-r and 
I 1.0 ftl t\ ·n Hlf"l'"••r pr:t6ca: p~·~·ti,., rhu ... in 1'·~-1 w}~ 
ltttll'rn n;drf" l\1 lt3•' ht.cl '•'!'Ill' f'1-t1•'f •\1\ f, l•l•l f••4ki A1 

·I• a.!lt:t .a 1111ltm\,J•!c- P"'·'~''' d• u,\11•rl h. ~.ir 1 1 ! l:ltl.j-l.Cl..~:d 
li"Cfjum• :1t ,11 ,111-uhh,. .,,dwrJJieht jl<l•JI II. 7\l •!•rill· \\ t'"' • 1iU 

I"CC ~· lt.)C'I.l l, n:nc.• and fnL.·ri I .a·1•·nd• 
.... me )1NM'1 rft"\•t!•·ln Rid l1- ,, ·" di _, ,, I 'j> ~~~- .. J de.-

.., fr' t.'t 'ftJt.r-"· )tul t.r~ t•J ),._:!11 I I•'!} ,1 • "'''"d t • u . 
.. . ll.u.d. 11 CHr muni1~ ml'll;l!.,.xnt:on.. 

h ctdn'l, .. l ,,,__1('1\ ~ ~e •rp. r t.-du ,.,-~•lt>n. 1}C"'' 

:.tUc;lr.-f b-. "'"i n•~..-.. Pf!' 1 ... : 1 o.lt •'•r ":l • ..-nd 
«41 ~ .:fi".tJ·1 ~~11illrd. 1-tobr u Wit~ : ,. ! t••"--Y \!- · :-r­

k.,: :a!Cl'.'l~ \ltohh w.mr ~r the t.adoo-n1•, ""tt' d· • .:.r •I \\Hh h:d­
- :a ,,h,te ta--apl~ .• •nd ''11'i.an., 1 1··~ ~;jlT.roc '" ~ 1' fl, ... , 
·:: mllt\!crf'd Tl1f' \!Wp:ir.; r:,.c: '" "l,,.u, ·' " !r :· \'·.Jr 

I•· uti'IJ left tl1c tu Ullr\'t cOil\'m .. "<J. th~t l,co '' til t-.• I ,JI• 1 1f he 
,"(j W far,.. ftl::IJ. ,-~e CUlll'•r rour dl'ff'I'H~I40t• I t \ !'fl !Jfi~ll 
·'"1 ~-l't ranu-lnc up to ~ )UI'L _\ hh:-',u• c:fOtllt 1 , • 1 ·• J •l,rtr c-~,·­
.nu_, iu eMit' I 'Hi~ an J.ri"OUnd$- c1f r11d.:tl di .. t ll111hLHI• '• in }n 
· Lt'tn, hut ~~ C\I....C nllicbl11 .zw. I'll:"'' iu,li~Ul!t"lll l n~ tlll't 
~·h:r. 
S.nrt I'•• I, thnu•.no(h c-r ""Qrd<r lr.lH' htotm v.n· t•t 11'11 ,r \{ 'nr ~. 
~ .. ...,.. in h· t\~ll"ntll! 1-.~,,. ''-"...-d it 1., II'H•r t' l "' C" (" d""" 

I -~Jd . :~.nd n;pnn• .,,, tJ ,.,. flU!I\~,.a .. ' l i111J!'1 I o\•' JU'\l ' I' 

- l~t nun\ t<o'•Kc- v.on*t WQfk A<-t\l.lU\ '1 I"' ut '"'11 .a ~· r• 
""-'nc f,lt'C'p.c ~ 11h .utmirabk int:rnc;.:.... ~' h •tb huS.· n~~ '" 
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a.nd little pbnning nm ieuo pmbknu when they rush l-nto such" a 
community. 

Jirn F04"tn3n_, who w:u ono o( tlu:m and who l.:llr.r bl:catoe one 
of tht most skilk>d communily orgo •. mi:ttn in the South, "'id im• 
mc;di.uc:ly a!tet Ute Mon.roe Gaaco: 

We were hoping :~ p.lttttn could be tet whc:re~ lc.amJ of 10 or 
l2 }~ people eould tpt:nd 1ht'ir JUml\tm ln Sou'tlkl:m n.-naJ axn. 
muniti~ atccmpting to dt.welop no.ll""lolc:nt mO\'t'mc:nts. for- J~. 
••• The tnO\'ement ·h-:u succeeded-at lhe hm.ch counten m the citld. 
But what aboultbc Negro in \.he ·t:ntAU tO\'I"ll who d«.s not have the 
money to It' to t.hC! lunch counter? We. hoped to offer. an anrwu co 
the oconornic problcn,. of ""-"' W. Nc-. 

Tbia app1'01,1dl became a guldclillc a> SNCC nlO\'cd into Deep 
South c:cmm.unities, and !..be lai1ure. at .Monroe no doubt became a..n 
lng,..diA:nl ol the more JOuodly org>nlzcd tom~ lat«, 

Tile flm thing decided by those .. "16 cats'" who determined 
to ' 'put tbei.r bodies into th-e- ~tn.~U1e" was 11\;lt they wou1d con. 
cemrate ln D«p South rural areas. Th~ &eetions telO doaninated 
the polities ol the South. They wet"e a.1to l.be toughest areu. where 
people 'A't.re the roOJt oppmsed.. 

They dec:icX:d to conte:nttat.e fiNt on, of all pl:sNS, Miui.Jilppi­
the. sta~ cenmUJ~· con.tidcred the worn. Tbis wu partly bec:a.UJC 
!hat ia wbt:m nudco>l ............... lollowinc the r .. e&m Riden, had 
made """"' beginnlnga. II wu ,aha lxa.use the )'OUDI New York 
tchool teacher, llob M...., wu alrq.dy laying groundwork there. 

It ~1 be Jl.gniOeant tht Moses clevc:loptd hla dream ol graa 
,roots poliUcal orpnintioo in Mislis!ippi witho<lt rogue! to~ _.. 
twa (rom loundl.tions and the fedaal go·•'CmmCnt i:n that wmmcr 
of 19GI. Jte: lUll& c.ame- So\lth in the: •ummcr- of 1!)60 aod tou:rcd 
Mi~ppl to rccruil lludenl> lw the aecond SNCC conla«oce. 
There be studied wha.t he saw and began to think, an.d there .he 
met. Amxic Moore and began to d:mm about -..•hat might happen 
if' N~ eouk! YOte in tNt state; where they were 42 perce:n't. ol 
\be populadon but where onl)' S perctnf or votins·:age Nqroet wert: 
~i,tcttd. MORS went ~ek to New Vorit thru winter, but in. tbe 
summer aC 1961 rttumcd to •cay. Actually, he \OOk vi.n:ualJy no 
part in the debate -raging arno-n; SNCC people that mmmer; "W'hila 
ch'e othen were ta.lking. he wtu <1uic:tly workitlg in M.iuissippi: coo­
t:a.c.~ people~ f.indlna phu:o lqr cl\'D rights wor.brr to live_ Sookinc 
for tnee.tins pl•ces. 

Tbia "'lalca to the oth<r looponant dcclalon SNCC mode at 
&l\a.t. time: that lf people W'~~ gain( to ors;1nilo All I J'UI tbey tGUJl 

move into it, and bwnne -a p.1;rt oC it. TI1it they did~nt t1lat 
inlt.i:U group, lata m:.ny more-into .am.all ~owns, eouru.ry vUlap. 
onto back rood.s, fi.Tn l:n Mi"inippi but soon .:also in Southwell 
Georgi•, BL>ck .1!<.11 Alab:un• :md n=l Arloan""" The mOIICJ 
prom.iJed b)• big foundlltlons didn't begln co come through until the 
following yur blx.·wte t.hc:re wtre comptic:ations :~.bout Wnoeta for 
lL But the )'Ol'lng people learned to Uv~t *1\c way--setmini;Jy oa 
:klr a.nd drdic:u:ion. Often Joc:ll fAmilies took tb.ern in, met they 
pickad aqu11h ot chopped couon for thcir keep. Many tima they 
went hungry. 0tw:: of the e3.rly s:t.ude.nt organizers in Missi.aippi 
made it a habit to cat jwt oi)Cc a cb~bout 2 a.m. before be 
ri.nally 'A'cnt to bed, beca.ult'. he said, he dJdn•t like t·o "'so to bed. 
lumgry." 

Under rhe lmpatt ol thi• opcrati~ over the n~ rear and. a 
bAll a complete mcuunorphotit took pbce in SNOO. The early lito­
in leaden· were not, by :u;t.d lArge, middle-cb.ss in origi11, u IOIDe 

obtmltn clalmcd; mos1 wcll·t<Hio Southern N<grotl sent their"""' 
and daugbten East to colfqe or to the very lew prnti~ Nt(tO to.. 
Jtitutions in t.be South. But the. cnrly movement u.:at m1ddle<lua 
in its ASpirations. Many ol lht teadc:n gmc from rural cabina. or 
dty -Jium streets, but hard-working parents h:ad save~ 'to serxl them 
0> wllege and they w=: on lhcir way up. When they spoil<: ol cMJ 
risbtJ, they uruilly meant the right to get deb with the wflit.e mao•t 
KIO aod move .into tlJC- -ubu.rban spJit·~-d bouse. The J)'mbol ol that 
u -dy ait·in moveme11t- u widely depiet.tod ln photOgtap"b a.nd ear­
~~ a weJJ.dmsed )'Ollng man. jn suit nnd ti~ Jtat.ed in dignity 
a.t ll lunch eountc:r. Middk-clllU white Southemen, cqnt.ruti.ns thQ 
picture with lh• white hoodlum• wbo w<:te droppi11g- lighr.d qam. 
... down the Ji!Udcnu' baW, breJUbcd • agh ol relic! .... dcddcd 
~t )Kr:baps tic~ afcu •U, "'·ere nkc and a·uy«taLie lib ............... 

Three )'Uri Jater, at the l963 SNOC rprin3 coof~ moet 
of the organlQdon's activ.e workttt ,.ahCM-ed up in overalls. 1'bt 
cbanp lo dJUS ..., no pnnk. The ""'"'Ills h>d be~ the unilomo 
ol the >"'U.lh movement. It w:u the.atuW:nu' way or saying that their 
tdernificatlon wa1 with the great majority of the- ScM.tth's Ncpoc~ 
wbo are deaperattly poor. 

AJ used to thlnlc the thin.g to do "'iU wofk hard arid ,Jd aheAd, • 
expJa.ined one Jl'udent "Now I know I ca.n't be re=tlly free until aU 
~ecmes ~.te ftec." 
• With the. c:hangc:. in dress t~~nd idc:ntif.eation ea..me 1a chana­
Ill ~ 100- AU through SNOC there ~·., I.., tAlk •bout lunch 
COW\t.en and mort' talk about the lreedoin to h.:l.ve a deef:n.t job ,, 

I 



" OHIHI.Y liV IIW 

and .-cfl mc>n<y oo l...t • l=ly. The )OW>& oopfti,..,......., 
...n..cdns oil< dlha olohe pcu in obe .....,.,.;ria whett olwy.....,.. 
..... ~ .... Thor hod ~•ll.nl 1M din ....dt ol M-..l'J'I, luol ,_, 
oil< chlldr<n !.u..,- ond 1M ono<het1 cvodns up ol>< livin1 ,_ 
l\lmhure for fi~ i and ~Jed lurKh tou.Mm tl.n'llt ao _. 
\coo ~ \coo lmponan~ 

There mrc abo OIMr ~ pmWiog the !"9'cmcno b. 
)OOd the h1nt.h C'OUl'ltcr. Some wc:e. in SCLC. It 1.00 turr'IH more 
IOW>nl ohe Cup Souoh a.- wheoe ol>< urusgic po<>111itcd 10 be 
1harpctL At the: 1961 SCLC fall ton(c:l'C'nct:1 the ReY. Jim LaWIOI\ 
opell<ol ouo hb idea ol "nonv'oolcn< !a'Olu>ion"> 

It would be well to rocognize tfut we ue merely In the prelude 
to n:volu1ion, the ~rmlng, nOt the. end, not even tho midd\t, , .. 
We have bctn n:~iv1ng toncas:lom, not re:aJ ch-..np • , , We mutt 
'""«P away the tyrann)' ol cent~ even institutions awa:y ••• • While 
we ~itt qtt~''ion u .ha:nnCW to tht\\<ho\e nat~n Md tht Sou1h, 
'W't r&rt:ty bJame t.hd on the sy~~cm and the st:NCC\.&te of our lnttitu· 
d- ... Buo II alo.r o.u ~ l"'"' wgnpdon (o.bt....,.) i, otill a 
buic paooem raohu ohaA a peripbera] cunom, ohould we - '!'*'loG 
ol>< • Am<rican way ol Hie" which allows qr<ption .., much OIN<twal 
.,ppcn1 .•. The CCOIIOIIIf of ohe South~~ 
clicap lohor, l..,U.. ccrtlio JtOUP' ol !\..,_ and whlta pa­
eltha linandaJ in- ..... ,_ baoe 1D ftOp .. .-_ 

AJ a metbool ol ooud, La-- jAW I .... r..-oi<IO ol a 
•f10ft¥ioitnt atmy'" ol £~t~m 2JXJJ to 8,000

1 
¥01untun for ""• DODo­

vlotcnl acoiaa In ohe Cup Soulh. • 

Let us """It .-1e who ..m be~': 110 ao all>.., -
and soar in jall inckrU.I~Iy ••• . The F Ricleo wera a "'" at 
this, but they ..,.,......, IOo .... , -.... ror • ccurt "" and IOo row 
for a ja.fl.ln. lnoaclne wh.ao wuidd biPI""' if in the next 12 montho 
we had 1uch an army rudy. A cs:mJWsn ~th IUC.h •n army woWd 
c:au~ workS·wSde crltis. on a tcale tanknown ln the Wetter'ft wor1d 
C*ept for actual war; not evm t. &din aim could be UJed " ·~ 
exc.u..e for t,.mtrica to acape. its cancer a t home. 

LawtOn noted that young Amtticaru <lYe a )'CAr or mon ol 
ohdr u ... to JCrvlcc In a """'""'' anny," and allced why ohoy oohould 
not be w111ina to Jive similar t.irne in a "'non.Yicalent anny'' for 1 
fC'VOludon at home. 

Tho SCLC tndoned t.a.._·, .,.,..,..., ,_;.,.n7 in 1961, but 
only a few pooplo made: ..now elforu to implonent them and oloe 
anny M"W matrria.tim:t as he: propoiC!d it. R~. totntlhlf!C 
oimUar b<pn to ~. wiobeon \hit -, In 1ha ~ acoloao 
In Albotly ( CecoJia), Bimlioopam, and Sclno.a ia l!lo&S. .. 

I 
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..._...,. SCI,.C obn." brJinfti,. In 1961 ,. . ., on df<><t 10 olo­
•'tlop I""' -. l<>dc:nhip ohr...... rioi.......ltlp .,.;,;,.. 1"hio ,... 
ini.Uoed .....,. ohe unkumd pooplo 011 the ~. l obndt olf ohe ._ 
o( Souoh ~ .. by M ... Sepoima Clark. Bee • .,. sbe n:futcd 10 
migA from ohe NAACP, MIL Clatk 1cot her job •• pmlk JCboo1 
.....,.. ond became d;,...., or educadoo .. l lishbnder Foil Scilool 
!rom whlth the e<t<71dc:d oho a oi><tl<hip «<ua:ion P"'ll'""' 1D ooher 
poru or the South. Alou Hl;hbnda- clotcd, SCLC -"'"'the --· . Onder obit Jl<OIITllm, people wioh loadmlllp poomti.J wert 
1ra1nr:d to be ttachen of oth4!n In thelr home C'CIInmu~:~itiet. 1"bcJ 
k:amc:d techniques of COJdtln-g the unlc:nc:n:d 10 n:ad and write. 
They abo learned tO ltath thO NdlrnentJ o( 8"0\"tt'O:mt'tlt and tho 
demomuk proceu.. Wl'uu rmlted wu 1. litf'r;aq· program but ua ... 
Jib lOme approub"" tMs WAI Ut~ey whh a purpme. 1~ Was aa.. 
way• dnr to evtryone th111 the ba4k: objrake "W to mc:ou.race 
Nagroca co \'Ole and to take control of lht!ir p'CJDJ'I'M:nt. Mn. 
lloroohy Cooto11, one ol 11>e prognm leaden, 1w not«! thot people 
~·bo have a n:uon lo loam do oo very qulcltlr; obou,.nd, o1 people 
ka~ to read and write in the cltilent.bip claJ:.ws. 

The Rev. Andrew Y"""" ano<her SCLC lndc:r, oUo1 1ha ul­
o.ima~e purpa o( ol>< ~""~"'"' - lO male ohe Southern - t 
a &nx rmss: lDO""'t'l'DeDt. "It CN:A be that, .. be ukl in a report _. a:a 
SCLC comalic:D, -noc 4a)y ht numbtrt but btause i1 is a ......_ 
mcnt o1 1ha """"""' .,.,_ lo io ohe ,._...... --'- .mo ..., 
brine chance-. .-.-

He maio>Wnt ..... 1hare ....... hiddc:n talent ito - -
- "You ha .. ID lmow the No:sroo in ohe Souoh 10 """'-""' 
it." he Did. ""You ~ a man wbo never •'tftt beyond the M:Ccmd 
etade and he'• .apent all hia ur. in • totton pcuch. But )"'U talk .., 
him and )'OU oialize thai he'a p a Ph.D. mind." 

Thot wu ohe job ol o.ho dtiltenshlp P•"!!'•m, Yonns ~ 
"ID comb the South (or ohoao Ph.D. mlndt tl1>1 haw lxon Wltled 
in the cotton patc.bes. .. 

Despite •hesc variout thruJtJ from ~ivil righu group.. there ~u 
no lmn\tcUate rc•pmue from the l.ilct1t maJJCJ of Southern .Nqroes. 
SNOO orpn*n P*'S into the. rural Bl11dt lklt cornmunhia at 
f&ra found local Nqror• crotllinc the tcrft..l co '''oid thmt. 'The 
)'O'Unc organbcta wtrc. no .. ouo.lde •ilaton" cithC'r; ~timet ~ 
wrte Nqvoo rrom nt1rby eountirl. Bu1 they "e-re Mk:n•-ird wi1h 
the ....,..,...,_,hey ,..,.,.. "fo<tdom rid<n," ., ohcy ....,. ;m;.. 
<riminately ctll<ol. So they...,..~ ....... To Jo.>t Nqrooo, ... 
oodaoiaa with ,_.......,, poople meano likely 1cm o1 job •nd .,... 
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Jlblt de:u.h. SNCC org:t.nim:rs in Mlmlssippi nnre tK:tpt'd through a 
b..'lek "ti1~· of lbcir Clftnw09(1 ofCice llt ll lynch n1ob oppr®ched 
on the other ~roidc. Jn b\hW($\ GMq;ia,~ A wom:m who lll"&ht 
SCLC ehJu.nthip Khoob ::arid took in SNOC '4"0tken lu.d shots nred 
into her hm.nr:. 11le same thing happened in Dc:lt."' horncs. ln Amite 
County in Southwtm ~H~sinippi, He-t~rt Lee, 3 rnm\e:r who worked 
with Dob MOstt, was ihot :md kiUC'd in. 1961- :.nd i.n 1964 A mm 
who \\itneucd hit murder~ Lou•• AHc.n, ~ als-o killeCI. And 10 

it went. 
There were re:LIOt\J other l.han fear (or the. lade of ~· 

Ai o_oe SNCC wor'ku in Southwett Georgia pul it: .. People h..-..·c 
wch A 'truggle j~t to live. Whm you wotk in tbe cotton fidds •U 
day and come honw to e~t not.h;ng but park and beaM-and pt 
re:tdy for anotbt:r day-it'J h1nd to even 1hlnk ~~~ n:gisteri.oJ.'• 

Bul ll"'dUJLUy, despite the d""l!er arul the ...mlnJ hopoleunee 
.)r thelr lives, ptopJe ·took a tnnd Same wtte )'OUng-Uke 16"')'ea,to. 
old .Brenda Travb who Jed s:tude:nt sh··1ru in Me.Cosnb, Mlssiuippi. 
-~d "oent to reform JC:hool (or it; same v.-ere old like Mn. Ann~ 
Rairu:t, 68, or "Lee CoUnty, Ctorgi.a, a prnctical nunc who h!td, de· 
Jj,~ l,OOO babies in her eommunity, both white and bl-ack, &Dd 
sc;.rcntt)• \'o"atched her fomlt.r p:uitms tum on her u the ~n.,gui 
t"'ltrn:illsm for dcttnocney and joined tbc movement. Each in hiJ 
qr ht::r own way, made aome inner dcdsion-like that of Brenda 
Tr>vil who dc!<dbcs her fc<linj;s when .he decld<d to joill the 
~AACPi bow ahe set out walking to the home of the local president 
and wouldn't let hcrte:lf 11op. saying inwardly, .. rm goi.ns to role 
m)·seJI; l'm not goin& to be arrtid." 

Somctim9 the new leaden cmuged utldtr dramatic cirewn· 
stances, rr«<l'n wha.t had seemed. 10 be A pata1)'Ud Nt.gm community. 
For eumple, the: ru-n rtUW breAkthrough tn Miss~pP came, ln 
the: sprir~g of 1963 in Crten\\'ood, afttt the urest l>f one )'Oilng 
Nep SNCC worker,1he near4:nal shooting of another, and a de· 
ci:sion by county o(fidalJ to cut, oft the surplus.food. pf91"'&B'l, 0111 

whic.h m1ny Negroes depend for tuNivaJ in the wintt:t. Until tben, 
SNCC hnd btt:n un~blc to reac.h many people. All or -a sudden now, 
1hey begin to oome. in from the tountf')~de; hundreds marc:lv!d to 
tbe t:ounhou11c to try to regiSler. It wu the mCM:ment'• lint maJI. 
cqn(ranta,ian in a. .rural :area ol the~)) S6uth. One f&etor in the 
brtakthrough was th;t.t SNCC wat ab~ to organlxe campaigP• aver 
t!,t: country to M!nCI in (ood :and t.~thin~ qujt.kly a:J'tn the goo.·efTI· 
mcnt food wut"ut oil. Thu! !d"""ippi N"#rQ<s ~new thot thoy were 
not aiom, n~)l toudt')' depcndenl qn the tolemlion of lt)C;Il white 
men~ Ag.llin the polic:e JUte could not be broJ:en entirety frorn within. 
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fn <:ontnaJt tO thjs dmn:uuic titu~tlon, $0Metimt'S new m~b 
dcvclo~ ~ q1ded)'. for eu~ple, In Perry County, Abh:l.,., 
whco~ M3f10J\ it loc:uM, ·when eMl righ\6 OfJ;Anjzu, enmo 1n J!l64 
&hey round :l JOiid or;ani:anion th:t.t h.ad been workit"g: for ~ 
)'60· 'Inese peopfc had hard what was ~ofn.; on elsewhere and had 
caught the lpirit. 

Thus the~ 1prrad 0\'ct the Deep South a new lnycr of lcadtt· 
ship. Most had not bten the. tr11dltlonaJ '1Nqpo lf:adenl'' in tbei.r 
areas. A few were mfddle-cl.u~ but more ofle.n they were poor fow 
.dangen were .s:re:u. ;;od only thM<: with .little ro be \'oUt: a:ttr~. 
E~ whm they ~·ere minb:cen. which might sound pro.fcssiQnal and 
m.Jddle-.dau elsewhere, they were often mtn who pt-achcd foe 
virtually nothing on Sund:\)'1 ond durin¥ d:se ~ worked wherever 
~ could .in qrdu to li\-e. 

One important panem dcvtlopt"d ~ tho •tudt':nt tn0Ye~Deft1. 
sent full-lime orgar~iZC~n into commuoitits: wherever they went._~ 
~ matter h~ much they t:llkad about voter rcg:iur;ation.t direct ac,. 
bon •pread_ tn thdr w:t~e. Tiut was not. except pcrbo.ps in ltolakd 
taleS, bcca:u-e t.he studeniS Y.'Ue ~eking voter reP,tnanll ·""ith one 
band a:nd orpnb:i~ sir...in~: with che other. Usun11r the direct actioa 
was spont2n~.s. The YCI"f. prettncc of young organizers aro\.llied 
II)D)c people an the commuruty, tnually fint- the young people. Once 
arouJed, they wete often TUI:I:lrbbf)' dhinteretted i.l\ the vote. It 
wu the b.miUar p:attem: whAt w21 wrong seerotd too big to ladle 
&o~ Otba way, 10 they assaulted ~ombols. And 1hey ofct:p. Nkod 
their lives and cu(,,lnfy their immedi~te freedCIIJ.tl to sit at l"u.nch 
c~ntc:a ~htll) they hAd no rtal des.ite. to eat_ bee:mse thit wu 
vimlc. thll was opp181ion. this w:u .amethln.g the individual c:ouJd 
rtoP,, This pattern ckvelopcd, for ...,.pie, in MoComb, MlS!i.Dppl. 
where SNCQ warke~ lint con«ntmted when tbty entered Mislinip­
pl. They went to regUttt "'*""' bul Bret~da TtaviJ and othm ...n...t 
downtown not to tbe teg)n:r:uion office (they were too young a.oy-. 
way and their elden wttenl•t going) but io fi·t in at a dru.,gtiore. 

The fin:c m;us movement that folla. .. ·ed the Aud~t DlO\'e ioto 
the communities· wn.s in Albany, Georgt~ and it w:" apa.r1cN by ..,_. 
uults on lunch counter~ and bus and tmin Jt:ltionL SNcc 01"­

~nb!.::rs. moved Into Albany~ a ~wn of 58,000 popuiJttiQn
1 

40 percent 
~~ '" Soudtwe.t Gcorg.a, in the loll of 1961: they plonned 10 
mlkf: the City ll bft!IC ror work (In \'0CeT f'CSiltra.lion lhroughout tho 
l'UJ'l) 8rl\dt "Deh countias 1\ll'l'OundJn_g: h. A pp of fOU»S prople 
~ Al'f'tj~ lor try1ng to UJoe_ the while-only bus nnd tr:\in w:ailinf 
~IDJ. There wtl'C! prote1t m:AI't',h~ more atn."Stl; Martin Luther 
k•ng, Jr., wu invitod 10 come i.n and speak :and http; he got At-· 
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tampaigll <11dc:d •nd - """ tlah'l In Albany w.>• d<I<1:Trpl<d .,.. 
eq>1 lhe '- .ulion, whkh opmcd up alo<r lhe lmcnoatc ec...-ru 
Commlsslcm order. 

Key bden in Ahny, 1\ownu, r.nnty aruinWned thm that 
Albony,....- • Ullu..,._.nd they •till Olle ohoo paoioion. To wadcr­
aa:nd &hO point cl •icw, h it neea;QJ} to realbo w, one of 1he 
11m purpas<O cl m:mt actian in the South h:at ~ 10 .,.... damp 
within ol~ Negro hinucll. Thit hM nothtna In common with the 
.......Jled "iml-•" pbm ol "hloe liheralo "ho .._ that 
Negt'OCS should c~ cduc:&t~ ~nd olhe.Mtc 0\"UCOme \bt <finho1irin 
Imputed by tqreptlnn helott they cl<onond an end to -lioa. 
lbthcr it is I recognition on the p.ut or tmlncip:ued Ncpoes that 
thuc a.re. many N~gi'OC!l, e•ped:dly in the Dtcp South, who have 
never re:llized tho.t It ii pol!oiblc to uy ••no" to oppre~~ion_ a t«<gni­
don that oppmsion crclltCI an inner d-1.'81Adldon and &hat i.u '\ic.tinn 
u'nc:onsdousJy a.cctpt tho ptOP<*ibon th3t tl~re Is no way oot. 

Negro leodm ol the Albony Mowm•no m•lnoalncd lh:u tbo 
ampaip !hellO ln 1961 and 1962 lonM'r bn>b ohote mo.. dWfto. 
Na-er ago.in, they held, """ld N~- In Albony bow clowu hef­
:ul oppo cr. 1bc Rev. Wyatt Tea Walker, thnl aide 10 Martio 
l.oather K~ talc! lhe dit<Ct xcion mowment - c!oil>rl - the 
£mancipatlnn Ptedamotian ol 186S did na<- "!...U.C thee Nqro's 
ICIUI." It wu tbe di£1cma<c, Walker Nid, .,.,,....,. lavina e"'inc 
done lor ,_ aM lindi01 )OU can do k )l>Undt. f"" f........, by 
lhen ....,tivo ........-y ol SNOO, put it ana<h..- ""1· o..cri1ainc 
Albany ia the faD ol 1962, be aald : "Vaaory hot bam ·- wloee 
people .._;.. tho - lhey hove i& their .,.... lwoda -
obey ore oqonbotL • 

By 196S, there "'-:t' apin areat tutlc,-,.oe~~ aM ~ iD 
obe Albany N~ tommunlty. By obcn, lronicolJr, tbe booic: de­
mand. cl the 1961-1962 """-.m<nt had hetn-. Publk-........ 
dations ducgtcs:a.ttd in ra:poruc to tho 1964 Ovil Right~ ~ 
which the Albany MO\Ic:n\lt'J'It «.tuin.ly had a pan in Ad\~. The 
tthoott dcSC:g:rcpted- ln I token (:uhion, of c:oune--in tapDnle to 
• court on;lc:r which would ncv~t hll'ICI bct1\ olw!)cd whhout dM: chal· 
lenjle of the Al~ny roo_. movt.n,tn~ two )'~art before. 'nM Negroes 
o1 Albany finolly got whot they hod dcmo...,rottd lor in 1961·1961, 
~:~lthG~.t&h l;~.te. Whetho- wh:u tJ\ey wt!te dctl1mntr.ati.ns for wa1 aJJ 
they rGlly \11-:m:t;cd i.s I.Jt cntlrdy diHert"nt qunt.ioD. 

Meantime, the nation:al •pod~ht. m~ aWilly from Albaft)' late 
in 1962. All lh"""h ohio pttiod there woo n.....- ""Y r<>l .qWet ia 
the Souoll; lhere ...,. rcp<attd UJ>OU'¥tl In ,.•lcl<ly Kat- -
ntunibct: stucl<nt -.ntmt lo Tolbct.-c>, Abh.amo, IiNDy 

45 



MOHTHLl' I IVI IW JULY· A U$U U lUI 

brol.m br t.oun injunctiod: ., aaudcnt drive tn 8.11on 1\~ J:..ot.da.. 
....... ....,. by "'l"'bioru r""" • Nq.o eo11q;o ...J ..... a..-; 
At-im in llunmiltt, Abbanu. br all ~ iadvdinc mochm witb 
dtlldrm; lllctp-ino in N..t .. ;u. bocd lobGcs; pidctina at ~ 
in Sonh C.uofin:.'a Bbtk Bt.lt; ~ ~tiom in Ts'bbJ.-. 
f"'oricb; ancS tb('n the flO\ utiorW locus ol t.bc So..atbcrn ntO\'UDent 
w the Din~um demommtiono in the opoi,. cl 1963. 

Birmlnpn w:>i <Mnti>lly ., SCLC opcr:uion. n,. l......t.. 
tloa h•d b«n l>ld by Rc:v. F..d L Shutd"""'nh and hi> Alabt.ma 
Chrini>n M<W<tn<nl lor Runun Ri;hu. Shuttlawonh had b\dlt a 
nu.n tUOVt.rMnt itwol\inl hundrtdJ and, :u aomc crucial polnu. tho. 
uncb; contr:.ty ta tame distorttd report~ these were poor N~ not 
middle clAu and prolculonal ptOPie, most o1 whom ouyocl aloof 
from t.he mO\'emtnl unli1 it an:w to n.:utoml proportion.&. ,or men 
th;m a year, Shutde:twonh and other Binuingbaun kadtrt urpd 
Martin Luthu Klns and SCLC to come into BirmiQSh.IM and tutn 
a nad01111 tpodl&ht on th•t city. Birmmglwn wu known u the­
rigidly """"ul chy in tho world cuuidc ol JC>b>.nnetbllra. S....tb 
Alrlc.a. funhonnore lu polic< h>d a tq>Uwion r .. bnuallt)'. SbuW. 
wonh wu -vincod that Birminglum would .,.... change wi ...... t 
.,....;"' - r..... the ouUidc, .. ...u u r""" lbe lllildc. 

- the ol~ ~ 

.,..., that ev<r)1hinc •• 
mo~otmtnt. ~ntually pt "'hat it asked lor 101). k 
Mkocl lor all it .Wiy w111ted is, as with Albuy, another qu..W.. 

n.. lmrnodlato objcctivos ol the Blnningham campalp ...... 
a besinnlns on d....,...rirm o1 public accommodatl«w and a .,.. 
sinnl"'! on optnlnl up job opponunlu ... Ai at Albany, thou....ts 
jnincd the mOYeJnM1. and ""1!.11l to jul. Birminctum did not n~n oul 
or people to go to jail bel01~ the nation w"' fully ...,..ted. n u. wu 
p.rtly b«Au1c tho child= o1 Dinninshllrll btcame lnvolvocl. Tbat 
101 SCLO and Xlns much criticitm, but usually the critlei won 
'White people who hlld nc:vt:r knowt~, or conservathoe ~ttrO ad"l• 
who had foraouen, wh:u it is like to be a Negro child-bow early 
he knows that he Is In a primn wi"""'t ban and what h cloco ,. hii 
pctt.onality ,.,.. to ptOeest.. An doqoent dd'mte of lha invol't'aDdt 
or chlldrcn - publiWd by • Nq.o .............. tho tima. ,.. 
rcponcr dcocno.d a tis-,...-.cld Nq.o boy in llinninclum, wbll 

... 
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bJs tile W>$ rtk_ aod bJs i~»bilit)' to do anytiUnc about iL Then, 
the ,.,;,.. ......S. the mool,mcJJt c:amc and ho oould do -""'1 
about it ....! XinJ """" and tho - - · "Tboy Jaicl Mania wlhc< Kifts ,... wins that liult boy," lbe r<pr>n -'udotl "'Tbc 
uuth it tlut be w.u us~,. ).brtin l.Atthet x; ..... 

One W'1( th>t hetpod make the llirmi..,...,. campo.icn rfil. 
r ...... r- AlbaJiy ..... tho naturo o1 .... oppooitlor>. tn Albaay 
the polico chid workocl bard to mabttain a humAne image, <4D­

vinclng many .-Pic that bo was only doinc what was .-...y to 
malnuln ~w •nd onlcr. He mainulnocl law and order all rich~ but 
•• h"'"""" Howard Zinn noted in a m.tJor rcpon. he did it by 
armtina evuy man, "-'Oman, a.nd c:hild who d:l.ugrted with him and 
by running \he \OWn whb .. 'the qu.ict crRcltncy of a po:lko atate.."' In 
Blnnin.ghnm, the police c:ommU.iontr waa niU Bull Cat\f\01' who bad 
b«n bn:>lciog up bttqrotcd mee~np olnao the 1930's. H e brousJ>t 
out the po1jce dop, cfuba, and C.iro hm.tt. The nation and \ha wcwldi 
were lhock~and moved to action. 

"We: drew the poi.JOn or Lhe Blnninsham police yatt:rday," said 
Shutdcswonh, olwi<>uily uitll1lphan1, on the day alttr be hDmoll 
w:u .- !tilled on a Binninglum ,.,..,. People who don't tme~er: 
aaad the dina action ~:DGYCtMnt in~t tUt renwl 10 meu 
that ""' _........,, ..., .. 10 .......... ~ but thlt it DOl lilt 
poiot. Wht it Watlts to do i& to draw to the ttsdaec tbc UDCier-. 
I)~ viOitDce WI ~ in datil- 10 llrir>c it out whae lilt 
- can .... Far dcada Binnin&flam pollee had beea looadios 
Nq,o ,_..., brvtolitinl ~ and ............ Jullinc • .,,. a1 
UDder ...... cl d..bcv, -- to the ....td. Ordy """" they 
bop.. to do it openly wu tbore hope ol clw>p. 

Arlother lhins that made Birrnlnglum a turning point wu ­
ol thote """'Jl'alnable ph._,._ with Rosa Pam' actiaro and 
lhc G.tttntboro Jit .. in. Jn a way lhat dc:lks a eoanp1ctdy ratkmal 
ecpWla.Uon. sparka Oc:w from tho Binninshrun demonrtrationa that 
l&nn.d 1be South. No nate remalnocl untouched. Tn a oingle mootll, 
theN! wu mail dlrect aetlon ln I t Jdat SO dt1ca. So.ne IWVC)'i 
pll«d tbc figure al 100 <:OmmunltJC!I ror th:tt entire hot 1ummer 
f)r l963. For the tint thne, rnall diroc.;t action against tt~tioo 
WAJ 'P(t'adina into lhe:- North loo. 

In the South, the pt:riod wat totnp~rablc. lo tru:.o early months 
of d)e. 1960 sit-tn.-wbm dnnoru:tr.t.tions l~:tred (room, dty to city 
>nd tbe whole S....th ........S on r. ... 8<.1 there wm: imporunt dil· 
r-.. lr<>m 191;0. Whon:aJ tben It h>d been mootly •urlerla, -
the mcht:wxnl aat acrOA ap &nn. And w'-"n:"" tbt'ft the daJwlcl 
had been lunch .......... h .... - ...... t ..... to be callocl .. 
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.. op~n dtr"'-lh;tt i:!, det<ttrtS.~11ion ol an public. Keommod:uiom. 
Th~rc- w;u more tnllc too uJ jobs whh()u' discriminaiion. 

11lc 1960 lit-in tM\'<'1\\('Ilt r~c:hed ,:uffic:ient pmportiant to 
foi'C(" l'IC•lh llt;~jar ra11ic, to l;:Ht 1he ,t~n,gc!t cfviJ dghn plart\1 r:'lt:r 
into thdr J'bt!onn•. ·rh~ l%3 up!U'l.~ ~w~kcned the n.uion to the 
(,\n dmt it b:td \O bee fOmc rnajor changCI. The young ~pte in 
tl1a Snuthem JUO\"CCllent b:td Jons eal!ed the.lr work 3 "teValution. t1 

~0\\' tbit. w.ol'd round it• WilY lnto the: rn~ r~able pubUatioru 
in ~he countr,.·. Pre11idcflt jQhn Kennedy, who e-arlier in 196S cold 
Negro Je:u!m he- \\'Ould not propose any ntw civil rights Jcgisla1ion 
dl!).t r~ar, .tent to Cot\P'm the Jli'On.gast civilrJshu b!ll )>t:l propmed 
in this C(IU'ntry-induding a ban on 1q1tgatton ln pubie 
:locommodationa. 

The- grc:at ilCCompli,bmen& of_ che aummu of 1965 wu tlw 
by &he end of h the 31NgsJc for dcx:FCS:ttion of public •mommod•· 
dons "ou e:ssc:ntia.llr " 'on. Some prople don't mart up the, vkcory 
untO d:Le (oJiowing IUtnmcr w.hc:n the new civil rlgbu bill WU finally 
p:I.UC!d b)' OM;teu. But this was simply a ~ling in.o law of 1 

\ iCl.Or)' th::at was ~ah't';1dy ::. fac.l. In the \\"ll~e ol the 1963 danomua. 
tioru, ;r.t ltaJ1 79 cities ir.s~huted 110me deqrepdon. Law tomt: 

r~ple.. e"-"P~ amaxc:meot at the wiclapread compliance with tht 
196+ mw, C\"etl in the Deep So:ulh. T h;t too ref"lecttd the c:ffea of 
the ~emonatnuiont thai h:.d gone before. M that white man in 
!-:;a'thcllle h.ad said in 1960: ,.This town W&Ji not ready for dc­
tcgreg:.tion before, but the ait-in:t made. h ready."' There. was abo 
tom pliiWCc. ln 1964 r rom lOme- cities when: there: had been dO 

dttmO:tJstra.tions, :u oifie4h 101.1ght to avoid turmoil; but the moll 

C;Qtn!)ltte d~eg-a:rion-\\ith (e""·c:r eva.U~ taedc.s Jike exarbha.nt 
prices to NCsrod ot eon.,.~nicm to private clubt-wu in thote com~ 
munit.iea where lhc.re wu an active freedom movement. Tbe Jtn18~ 
stc lO open pubJic accommcdation1 WU won in the street~, induditta 
tl~ bigge>t st.rett demorrstration o! lhem all in Wf.Shi:ngton in Aupn, 
19631 which irwu:cd that the victory wouJd_ be wrinea in\0 I••· 

~ft1c-h of d10 rmnenc of the nation came to a fOoeUJ in that 
_giant March on Wouliington which uil.ltcd 250.,.000 people {rom 
:ttt(m the eo~1n11y. h was tan histOric outpourins on the: part of 
n\.,oy, :rnnny cletel"mJncd ~ople .. and h "id Ollte and (Of ~I that 
lhl• n:.\ion could not ignore its oppre.Won of the Nepo. 

Yet -all WI$ not ·'''ell !or 1he freed~ movement on that ct.)' 
hbtn thoUs:uu.l• marched in Waahingtoft. Th~ ltOI'I'M berleath the 
w • ~~~ce cumc int~ vk.w wbcn it became known that some of the 
1non: Wn>d'\'a\i-Jc k:ad.t'rt 1>1 the mueh had thn:.atened to wi\h· 
draw unlesi John Lewis., ~nn:tn ol SNOO, alit:~ his speech. 
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Lcwb cagrttd to do 10 in the in1ercs.t of unity, but evtn io --altaed 
form hit spcotth was the. mQ1.i milit:ml hea_rd &hal day. 

In the or,igin~l drafl, Lewis wrote: 

J n good c:oruc.ienoe, we cannot tupport the admi.Mtratioo'• dvil 
rightl hnJ, (or it is too JiUif! and 100 lace. Tbere"1 not ooe lbiDf in the 
b!U thai will prol«t people (""n police bntt>lity •••. \Vhu ;,. the 
biU wiiJI,rotect the homeJca. and m .1oving ptopJc o! this ruuklo1 Wbt 
is lhere n thlt bill to insure- the (!(Ju:ality of a mAid who eame ~ a 
wru i:q the hom~ olra (omlly whose intomc. b $100,000 a )Y:IW? 

In the toned-down venlon, Lewis aid SNCC oup~<d doe bill 
bul \\'ith "gn:ai res.ttV&tioM"' and went on to lpdl out,· pretty much 
nncW.ng«lJ -what they w.:re. 

He cut the tent.tnce \hat read: 11We cannot d:qx:nd oe aay 
politieal pa'M.)', ftrr both the Democr.ltl 111d the R~putdicu. have 
b.tt11y<d the basie principle> of the Declaration ol I ndtpondcace. • 
But he le!t in this one w!Ueh also lrisftten<d many people: '"lb. 
party o! Kennedy t. abo tho p>ny o( Eonllllld. The pony of Javiu 
ia al,;o the JU"Y nr Co_ldwatt.r~ Wlt•r• it 0111 puly,_ ' 

wu that the Lew:• ~ ~ 

wmmcr preuure 
in, up* the Kennedy administration was very cool to the 'Dlea 
adrni:nlttraqon &taden apparently decided ""if )'OU can't beat •em., 
Joln 1t!m," and roll~ out che Washington red carpet for the man:b­
'"· The top mardi lcad<nhip reoponded by makin& the ~ 
tion pro-civil rightJ a~ ~nU..te:g:replion but not anti.Kc:nnedr­
lnd JIWIY 0( lbtm itncefety frlt th:lt tb_ia WaJ the W*y to pt 
\amtthins do~ : 

L<Wio, oo tl.e other hand, who had be<-n conllantly oa doe 
rrant Lines in the South reflected thc thinking of people thae. 
Otrpite the publjc. accommodAtions: vktoric:s in Jome. p.trtl o1 the 
South~ this had been a tb:ne ol lt":riou-t failureS too. A direct ac:tioo 
tiLmpaign in Jack~, Mihlsaippi, c:omplcWy fiz?.led. So did ooe­
although h took longr.r-in DMviJJe, Virg:inb. where special dc:patic:t 
~at dcmonnraton brula.lt)·. It was altO a time of wkbplead 
VJoltnce-{rom the murder of Medgar Evers in Miui.HippJ ;n June 
untll the churdl bombing (in Scptomb"" •Iter tbe Wibhift­
t:IUrth) that killed rour N~gro girt• Jn :Binn1ng.l't..1m. In bttwern 
there \\1:~ a multitude of incidt:nu-many ne\•cr w1ddy n-porte:d 
btu1.ue they in,·olvc-d Utde known pbca G.Jld unkQown p!Ople: 
church bumings in nar:ll aro:u: maa AnetlJ of demonrtmtors ia. 
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Am.erlc.w. Coo~ where four ttud~t lt':!dtn ~'ere jJt.U~d Or\ e~ 
of insurrection; crud bntinga-of civil rights \\'Orken· in m:any plato. 
~imcs b)· hoodlum•, but ohr:n by police. Jim Fonn:r.n, wherever 
he h:..d llt.c:ess to ~ public. fonrm. Jo'liid 0\o'er 1md o\·cr, ""The Number 
I problem ln lhc Sa\llh Is poll« brut.Jity," but lew people ....,.d 
to lw:a.r. 

More ;~.nd more, people work1ng 1.n OeqJ South areaa -wm: 
asking why U\e fe<teml gO\"t.ntmt•.rn eould not or \l'ouJd not do ~ 
chlng to •«>P lhese t.hlnp• The qutltion had boon building up I« 
ll long time. In the nrly da)'l of the new tnO\'eft'lent in the Soulh, 
nobody tt'illy c:xpccred the lo:deml g!>\'Wlment to do .much. Tl'adJ. 
don3U)· Soulh'em ~r:grocs howe *'ked on FBt agents with su.spicicm 
bocausc what0\'01' !.hey told !hem st<"ntd 10 J:<t back to bootile 
loal ofndah. Dwight Eixnhowct was President when the new 
upruJ"ge lt~tri~ in the mid...so's, and although he did tend troop1 
to Litdc Rock when the situ~ thm: ~ chaos, he never 
ebimed to be !or defiOgrt:ption in princ:ple-rduling conm.tentfy 
to say ~ th11n that he would iUpport lAw •n.d Otdtr. 

W'tth the Kennedy adminhtradon, howe.vu# the cxpcctatiom: 
were dil!erent. John Kennedy ran on a strong civil righll platform. 
And it ·was Attorney General Rolxn P. Kcnnrdy Wbo a few months 
alter be took offiee urged civil rigbtl forces· to conce:otr&tc on voter 
ngistnoon arid prornbed !hem lull oupj>O<t. 

At first thinp did a«m diffcrmt. Now civil rlghts WO[lm in 
the Deep Soulh could call the Ju>tloe Oeparuncnt In Wublnpn 
c:olleot, and clwp would bo OA:ccptod. They could call !eden! 
olflclah at home In the middle ol the nlght and gtt • poli\c ""f"''*­
AU lhi• rn>de jxooplc !eel bettcti oo longet did Negroes and thelt 
white co-wortus in h011tilc Southern communitia feel 10 completely 
~ 

Grodu.Jiy, however, the ..,ell bogao to wev oil. Somehow k 
becsmc ltss and k:H enc:hanting to have one'a c:.olSect calb aceepttd 
when the \rok.e on the: otbtt 4!'nd WM ~alway' cxpJain[ng why W.ub· 
P,gton wukln' do anytbina. Victlms ol police bruwity lllod .r. 
fidavit tfter affidavit with the FBI.-and ncnhing lWtl' happened; 
F'Bf agenu stood on the Jtrocts. Win..g DOltJ wit.hln ~ r~ fort of 
otrieen pohlns tltn'I.Onttraton with ea.ttle prods-&ncl nothing ever 
happened. 

The. mrpl:lnation siven by the f'Bf WAI Lhst they were. I ~ 
finding J$"()'. The explanation given by lh~ Juadce Dc~t 
wq thAt they were ham~t:mng by the doc.trine ol ltdcral·da.tt 
tepatlltion o.f powtl'lt thiU loelll law t'nforetment was the cior'JJ,&Itl 
o( local olftdab. 1-lighly te~pcc..tcd constltulional tuthnriUcl cbal~ 
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Je:nged this position. dedarins that ~ Civil War o1 tOO yean ap 
h•d suppooodly cst•bllmcd the propolition thot the lcderol 1.......,_ 
mt:nt J\;u not on.l)' the rir;ht but ahA: ~naibitlty &o ptOtCd ka 
dtil'Hil- They polmed to apcdfic. •t:atutes p:u!ied Alter tM Civil War 
whleh th<O)' dalmcd the jll!ltice O.pO.rtmcnt could ..., 10.....,.. bodl 
poliee "&nd private cit.ittm: wbo viob.1e- the eonstitutio.nll rightt ol 
others. T() the avenge _civil righu worker under a polktman'J dub, 
evtJ\ if be knew no constitut~nal bw, It }ull made no leiUI!! that tho 
".~ powerful n:uion on eomh could not protec:t the. lh-es al iu owo 
eit:ittn&. 

Then In the summer ol 1963, just boron: tho Mardi on Wuh­
t.,gtOn, nlrae Jeadcu o( lhe Albany MOYt"ment were indict~ by 
the Jtlto sovcmment but by tho loderol government. 'lU .... crew 
technieally ouc o( ~ gnmd jury tn ... esdgation of a ""'hite gt'OCl'Ch com .. 
pbint that the Mcwemcnt had trl~ to put him cut of busioe. bo­
Cilllle. of his vote on • (edcnt.l jury j1) another ~ tnvomoc the 
ohootmg oC a Nc:;ro by a sheri!!. The nine M..,ment 1-..den _, 
charged with either coru:plucy to injure a juror or perjury • .Nepoe. 
io Albany ....,.. Jlunned. Durins the ho!aht ol the Albany -ale. 
~""Y aflidavlll h•d. boen filed with federal authorities dctailint 
VIOlations oC Negro nght'> and nothing was done. One oJ .._ -
iodlc«d wu Slatu Kmg, who had helped organiDo t.he Albany 
Alo-..mmt. In 1962, his wile wu kieltod by a deputy .Jwi(f U>d 
"""' tberealttt loot h.,. unborn child. Nothing was done about 
thatt:itbu. 

Later, civil ri8hll attorney WiDiam Kunst!er deOcribed the 
Albany we u a "bone thrown to the" oegrepdonbts by lhc lCawdy 
ldrnitriJtn.tlon!' There d abfofutt'ly no way to explain it -..pt u 
ao dlon of the. Kcnncdl" to carry water on bolh ihoulllen, Olld 
lppeue GeOrgi~• ~tioniitJ while murting' the cMl ripa 
-=enL 

" l want to bow---which side it the federal~ oo?"' 
asl:ed fohn Lcwi• in his original Washington speech. He cllt that 
tf!O.tmce <»ut o£ the delivered venlon. but · the 
lllOYtmtnl c.ontinued to :tsk tbe question. 

the n1ost 

lltpnc:y o( it WAS-

to .th• struggle in t.ho O.cp '"PJ'dl& el 
all~tion. ••r,,ux•me to che conc.lusion,-t L'lid ;Ln sWf ~Demo 
lio~ "that t.hc ()ftly tim<: the goyom""'nt Is goins to do anythioc Ia 
"'ben there•• llbout to be a riot ~nd they haVe w." 

Howud Zinn moinll\ino that the problem lo that the ~ 
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Sound the-)· didn't h~' e :111 tht lln,~"t:•• arir'f nn and thac the un· 
rch.lti'Htd •h:m.'c:rvpJll!r ~1ld lt"".t.eh thrm n number ~( thinr. The 
1110\' rmrm nr\"U b«ame "IC'>claJ wcwk" l)(•t~u,~ h1 purpose rt!mAined 
lO C'hllnge_ IOciety. But the dltnt to ('h:u'IQt ~ ., t.hqo could 
thloll" the world •-tod them .Jso maOJOCI ~"' --mL h bo> 
nanc ku flambo)"'Mt. J>i;R.'C( x.ioct ~~ minimlaed-not bfau,. &he 
'~ ~aiacn ructr,•c hl:l~e in it, but brtawe they ~~ il 
""''ld bt oi;nut<Ont only wh<o loc2l ~· •ere t<ody to lead It 
thcm~h"tL 'Dk uude:nlJ had Mu:ditd tho tff«b ol th.: Frfedom 
Rick•, which ht1d bc:eA an Important ground·hrcaking OJ)aadon, bwt 
which l•nd lclt life lor MiuiWPJM Neg.roc1 not much dtllnpd.. 

"""" the lqinnlnr the poljtieol oldc al lho ._._..t wu 
~piusb<d in :\!JMi"IJ>t>i too. Findi~ oh:offi!i:h'Oci2rol!:. ~ 
Qch1. the mo\'tmm.l btpn to at U!J lb~~ Jl~ -•h itt , a.......'-.__ 

f*l\...,b:lDOIJ: IUiliJ ruft ftr 0W11 aa:!Mb~ an wt.&t ~ kftoww .. - _ _/w, ""~-
·~ C'guum;· J.n iJjC nm '""' gmra•a!!~ Airon J:lerVYLwho ~:::....-t·-----­~rd rot YHn as nate NAACP pmident ran lor~ 
•rul 'rii §(ID ln .. an <m•ncrpolea_w~ Mk!baipp11n, 'fo: 
JJtiii !:'!!!nL::a~ -Afore. .th.:an 85~cxxrl\~poe~t ol • 
pott11tlal 4S9.()()(hno~ b;u(f(iii""'i; stan: I h«" "'purpot~e WSJ tOihow 
•hat m...,.;pp; Nes-t would ..... ;r they -•d ;me~ to lnJoa 
Clllle ru_1 iwws into lCLtlillippi politits. 1be nat step was ... 
"""blo: tluot lh• diof,.,...hltotd ......., ,.. up thm own rqi>tnotloa -Thus wu lx>nl the f're<dom llcmocradc Party (FOP) wbldl 
"tqi~,. iu own \"'IC:t1 a:nd Wti Open tO aU, but in (Ad WU 
:llrnott tutlrely Negro. The PDP ron 1hru candld:ucs (or eo.,.,._ 
•lid one for lh• S...aoe In 1964, h orpnqed at the pt<ciftCt te.e1, 
lilld bdd iu. own DKmty, di.wic.f. a.Dd s~te C:OD\>entions. A 1tnt0 ol 
111e politital ¢pt'Od pooplo •oloo bod ...,.,. bt<n <be to ouch th .... 
Itt .... "Until a )or ...., I n(\U' liard the ward •.,...me..• • alit 
... J.a- - "Now they cm't ean a tn<t'tinJ that I W'O'O't 
"' thmo." 

h ~ to a..t.o the FOP, lhc fn:cdqm t<hoolt, ond the <gil·; 5 
Jnunhy ccontd'i, hilt fllltttfn!dr-of )nuns •oltmtteri. 85 pc!'......., t o1 
th~ Wli•"'~ \\tilt fnm-M:iMinJppHrrtlic muCh.pubi"icb::ed Summer 
hojcea of 19Gt +he chU i flha JiOUps •n the itiU! hid u:n1ii'd 1o 
"'- dO¥ 6oundt 0( F«knt<tl Orpni>atiom (00f'O). M .tl1iotippl 
~'l'O loadon ....,. it d .. r to •'Oiunk<n tlut they wm: 1>01 bft .. 
QJird upoo to try to be ...,._ Bob M-. the )'<>WI8 =• w'-
'lWtt courar ud cartrut ..... ol organlutton h.ld gi\·m form to 
cho Ml,.is>ipp! mOYern<nt, told them: "YOOJ ore not''-'- ridtn. 
l'ht MJa " to lUI)' ouc or jail i( )'OU ('..An. Your job II to ltren(l.hea 

., 
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arpnimtioe, lhc while church In the ~th llin vaallalel .., 
ilnpl<-..taU.... ol hum .. ril;hu (alt'-cJI "'""Y lndMdualo wl1hla 
b ... , ......... hct'Olc:), but natiooolly the dlur<h r ... u, ' 'I od!o! ... 
tloc ~ !rant the South. Thh hn oddocl ..... t ltmiCd> ... 
tloc Sauthnrt , .................. t ...... the ......,t n-. bock ..,.,.., 
- • ~ and nllltl ..... ,..,n,J lrt lhc ..... ....,..,t • .......mc-
lol minisuy and a licnif""nt chan,.! for their "'"""" bdX:f.-­
tloc docton, lowycn, tachcn, and othtn hs..., founo! a way - ol 
til< lham that damw~e~ thdr fodch of -'t lrt ,. much o1 Amaica. 

AU this baa happcrt<d In the 1110\_,t ~ the Doop 
South, but lhc m• rek.uo of talent ounc<l In Miuillippi. From a 
)D1 cell in MoCcmb, in his early m)'l in Miululppi, Bob M-..­
lo a lrimd abol:..l lht 01lttlnor"' thot waa beainninl in MiaiaipP-
"'l t~r fn lhc: middle ol an ktbcrs-fro,t~ a atone that the buildcn 
njoc:ted." By 1964, it ,..med that in the midJt of an Amorlca .,.._ n 
tide with ia own corruption •:nd tuttlhy the ••onn that the bui.lda- I r~· 
had "'j<ctc<l ...,.. fotmiO( in Mlalllippi an emlw)oo o1 •• -~-~.,;..._.,.._, 
IOdoty, one that ...,.. vical ano! fOU"f ano! dlallenlfoc and that -· 
forth the he,;c and cnad,-. in tllote who dared to rap>a<1. 

In ithe~~ 

- --.,, they - and -r .... t lhc ..0 Jtale1 
Row """' - people .. _. tba _.. ..... t if it - - !.opt .. CDtl the raclot ,.._, 

In laoo A"Jiott. 1!164, lheno llnally wat a <Onfrontalioa by t1te 
li.WiMppi IQO¥CtQm1 but ftOC 1ft Mw.ippi. It wu at Adanlic 
f"J' "'...'!'" P~~~~.ratle !'any clemandc<l lhat Itt d 'c>• 
..... _ •• u= U<WU<OUO N·~·· eo.,..,.don lru1ad ol ... ..,..., o.rr-. .. from MUtlttl The <Onfnmtarion tlloot DOt 
oely Mil:liatippi but an ~tire Jtar . nation-a n.tdon that had 
""-e ut~:d to thinking one could only go to tho top tb""'''l ell.,._ 
"'~ .. d. that you €2:'' fifJht City llall, m""h 1 .. tho Danocnttle 
~·~ Commiuoe. 

Tho John-- 'nlotrotlon .... ''"'"l<d •nd fJiclltontd. r .. 
bat far lbe lint time in many )"'rt wu a forte in. AIJIC'ricaa 
IIOiitia thol -w be neither !""dieted - <crttrollod. 1"""­
- ID OIU .. the racbJ iMuo In tho hop. of IMIIdirtc tho wdo ... 
'- atakc *tioGa bani to wla. To F....SO. na-.... '""" 

• 
I 
I 
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()\\~~ssipp;, racism •w:u. " c::lUCC!I' :snd. not :sn issllt': to be muted. 
" '"T'M)• ~r~ to compmnDr in tbcir dc!nunch ror $('t\tl-"innmc 

ror 1hcmxh-n ;shd IC!f S~CC which supporttd than the. fu.ry ol the 
Johnson mdministr.1d(ln ~:~nd lltlmc. mart' modc:r:uc chil rights k-2dm. 
~ BqJ tbC)• aJ~ \\'O.t:t-~ling; t'he. Th • won l:l 1a« in h!!to:t)· 
"'the nm uuly gr.us -·· poliUco . counuy hp 
k:ncrwn in a o tophi.stic;~ttd it steme ~ m011 
a m ""' becawt lhcr .had no big mancy behind &hem, no politico! 
power, and m obo boginnins not "'"" ohJ, blc ..,.. of lhe oivil 
rigbtl """-.mrnt. Yeo here w<R Ncgn> Jh>rec:roppen £rom ~G.lnip­
pi, -., o( lhe pooros1 poople in 1he n•tion, ..,...\ing to ohJ, ""'"'"' 
ond making lh..-k.., heard. Suppon grooFO '1'''"'1 up all .,..._ 
and by obo om.. lhe FOP dl•llenged obo ri&h• of resul.u M"...;lllpp; 
Co!lj;........, 10 oit in lhe R..,.. o( Rep"""'tativ .. In January1 196~, 
tbef bad .man: than one thlrd ol the f!:ltion'• Cons•es::HJ)Q votit~~ 
with them. Little poople in many ~ ol tho coumry began to feel· 
&hat if lho ol Ml....,.ppi could moke lboh ....., 

1\J~""• then mmylx could 1oo-ud 1 new of mea• 
...-d to haw CS. 

--men Into machlrlc COS' and men, little P"'''k 
can O<pnbe lhun•lvell pollUco!ly 10 ta\e control of lhelr -
deatlnr-fn O<her wwds, that ckm~y ..,. -'-

The rmt major eonlrontadon on lhe ....me boua withia tin 
Soulh, however, como noc in Mbolooippi but In AlabomL stiCC 
otan.d worldnc on IOj!iruadon in Selma .... in 1962. AU e!fc.u mc< 
...,.,y ...,;- desj>ile fejloral suits. Me.uulm~ ohe Rev. J­
.Be..J and hio wile, o;..,., formerly ldentif,.d with SNOO but """ 
of SCLO, bad talte11 up lhe Re¥. J..,., La-.>'t idea ol • ,... 
vSotcnt army and had m~ to Alabama to impltnMmt it. '"l1te ~ 
did not de..Jop In lhk farm, but the ~h and oth<r SOLC .. 
bepn to -.entnle In lhe lilack Bel~ In january, 1~, SCLC 
moved Into lhe IIIU lo fo,......;n a ClOfl1ciout effort to dmnaU.Jitllc 
con~nutd cknial of votins right> ln tho Deep Soulh. Shulll ill' 
01ar11 of Dol ... Counly made It • .,, lor them, ., bad Bull ~ 
io llirminlflarn, and onoe apln tho ..n of radwm wu ..,..... . .. 

THI SOUTHUH FRUOOM MOVII.UNT 

into the. lisht o1 day. The tuuh. wa• tht. ..(lt"atc:Jt upw~ge of nadooal 
ouppon lor Negro fn:edom lhat bu Y"' bten teell. 

O.~e by-product ol tho Alabo\ma ampaicn wu lhll lonc· 
rirn:muing diYislonJ betwt"tn SNCC and SCLC beg:.n to 8ft written 
lbout in 1be n~p3pera. There '""r:e \'icious prt:SS auadcs on. SNCC, 
prol>obly Inspired b)• JlO"'<nul forces. ruu1ing with ~·• While tl4o.oe 
and unforltlna .. ly pouwed ol ilome amos wiohln the civil rip .. 
moo.'C'Mtti.L l'heJe forceS dcdded aJu:r the ffip clWlcnp that 
SJfOO was a ~~t to the political status quG and m\llf: be cS. 
~~n>yed ., unoontrollablo. 
M~ ol what hu. been w.ritted about the SNCC.SCLC diwWoal 

io dlllonion. For qamp)e, SCLC h .. bten depicted u mod«a .. 
and no"vic>Jent, SNCC as W~1d and \'iolent. This is falsificatioa.. 
Both SCLC and SNCC eontin.t~e1 as organi~tiona, to apowe DCG­

,.;olent dit'tCt action as a tManl of toeiat struggle; on the atalli of 
tad> oC &hem .,.. people wilb wieldy varied attioud.. towanl -
mlenee ... matte< o( penonal phDooophy and indivl<lual pnctice. 
Apin, SOLe has bttn painted at rapcmtible and more p,"rn to the 
Ions han! pull lhan 10 dunomt,ul- SNOO IU a groul' of wild 
)'OUn.pterl inttrat.td only in tfe:nonstrationt (of' det"'::Onttntiofti lllce 
and - about "co pildl iq10 lhe hard wodc of •ctually ...p..n,. 
l'Ottn," u one eolumnist pot lt. 1'hU toO is distortion. !,{any SNCC 
people did objeet, once ckmonottationo otarted, when Manb> ~ 
Kine turned lhe nW<h hack •• i• ~ lhe po&oe &ne. 
But it was SCLC, not SNOC, that 11arttd mus dcmooltra.tioal la 
Selma in 1~, and it was SNCC peopl<! who had been waa:a.. 
"'""'Y roods f ... montht; doillg ohe tldlow job of oeeklnr 0111 
rot<ntlal-

Deopile lhae dirtordons, th= are tome real dlllt'Te!l<a ..._ 
s..~cc ud sct.t:. "Th~ Me ha,U,c d;,P'•'• ;n,cl'l·• •booriel..oo_&J. 
"'"'"' oC lOci · • SNCC hu held .., • ...r•rdlnol principia that 

its otaJ'Lb to tidji 
'-. It ha · tike..a ;rut ~dec" ldoo. 
In S!IQC'a early yean. it rotaled tho chairm•ml>ip at eadl moetbcl 
10 ·wotd any one persoC'l 6ec<tmii'C the pmonifiation of the ~ 
!'libation. ln late 1964, llftu Bob Mo!<S ....., to .. tional 1amt as 
lead.. o( tho Mlni55ippi m....,ent, he lclt tho •tate, dlans<d hlto 
"- and toolc up rc>idtnce cl..,.hml to heg!n orpru.inr anew. 
fie told friends tlu.t 1hc people of MUsi5sippi mun h::.d thmudvea 
~chat wilh lhe image be hod a<q>llred II<! could only cripple tbota 
~ ... ota)eol. 

This ~jcdion of the! grtttt-lt:111der ide& ft-netu a diliDwionmeM 
-. tho rounr '"'"' k•deaa of lhe .,..~ It •!Jo ~~~ • <CCIYi<doe 
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lha1 the cm.ly ai&nirtc.ant JOCbl ll(.tlon, is what peoplt do for them. 
ach'O. 

With;, SCLC too thtte "-"' p«~ple ,.bo 11y hard to de, ... lop loeoi 
J~..:.denbip. N~'t'rthdeu, cmph.asis on a single leader b inherent 
in the SCLC OfM!t':ttian tin~e h ~ built orlgiMily around Kina'• 
- and penona6ty. A loct · of UCe is tb•t King'a n1110o IUtd 
~ galvanize :l Negro COft'!munlty in the Sowb. Tht. may DOt 
be a healtby ~tuation; it .baa certainly IOillttimeo been a cl<bilitali,. 
onr:, (or many a -DlO\'tmcn.t htu langui.lhOO an~ died waih"l hopo.­
lutt)• for King to come lead it, and tomttima wbtn he COIDCS llld 
tbc:n deJ»rU, .. vacuum is &eft bdUnd. But people who "-ait fa. 
Klng's presence want hi.m bec:ause he :att:racu n.ationa1 atlmticm. and 
.tso benute be IMplm the people, u anfOM k-• who hu ,., ID 
a Sootbern mau .....Ung while ho spcab. King and SCLe did 
bring tho A1oboma Block beb inU> the national and internatianol 
apo<li~t, """•thins that SNOO, for oil ill bard -11. - oot able 
10 do. Obriotuly, despite tbeir dilrc,.,ce, tho two ,groupo can lo 
m:ony Wa)'l tffocti\-.ly oempl<ment oath othef--and tbe f.,_ ,.J,kll 
hay0 tried 10 divide them undoubtedly kDOW tJ4 Ao ol lho IPrinl <l 
196~, Ulp lcad<nhip o( bolh SNCC and SCLC wt:re uylnl to 
minimize their dill- publlely. No matt... h- much thoy 
might srumblc pcivatdy about King, SNOC [aden wen unbaPP7 
about Jtudentl w)io spent a rew daya io Alabama and went home to 
make apeochot, PUJtlOnedlY ~.,._,llnJ SNOC and anaddnc SOLO. 
Uk.,.;..,, while KinJ .,a otbee SCI;O lnd.n m~t abake their 
heada privotdy OYtr lho tactics ol SNCC, King apolop.d to Joho 
Lcwil b<nute a ~mlololer, putpor!odly apeal<inr ror SOLO, had 
poblidy atbltkod SNCC. l!otb. o~ti..., k.- that a !D&.Ior !plit 
In lho Soothern ._..,.,.., oould benefit oo ooe but tbe nciotL 

"For U.. the lprins ol 1965., the Southr:m freedom mowmenl 
nnda itacll in tho ltmn&<Sl, pooltlon It hu ever known. It !uo .­
• tona ... y aincc t~ fint SNOC organbtn loolt.od with coeloai 
on tbe tOJU'<Idon that they rqpatu Ncgroea to vote. 'Ibe mov­
ha. tw'nl:d political in a big way. This trend really started m eundl 
bod< in mkl-1963, about th,. dme It became appuent that lho publit 
accommodadons bau.le: would be. won. But the. ~ tunl _., 
Qcel\1<1 m...., than ~that; t!><ro hu been a quolitatW. change ID tile 
,.,..,. ~tlon campaif!N alnoe 1961: then they """' c....u;.lly 
d1e. campaipl or the- national adminilt.rat.iori into which civil npu 
w«k.,. """' being drawn; by 196' lho ...,.pa;,.. we~e the -
mc:nt•• own.. Tbe change came with the rtalim.tion that ihe Sou.thtlt 
Nepo a>U!d - depend on tbe lodt:ral ge......,ent to emhllah ll1o 
r....~om ror him. 

A 

I 

TH6 SOU THHN ,.UI>Oio4 lo40VIIo41NT 

nu: d>•nso oloo n:Rc:ctod a growing awa.....,. wilhlll tho 
Southt.m movontt~t of the pb.ca in the worid where colored 
people were udting ovrr the n:ins oS g<J\'etM'Icnt. lnt.ut!t in Afriea, 
in patck.ulotr, has been moun ling. In l11e: new Afriean atatet, Southcra 
Negroes for the £irst time uw bfllC.k men not depending: on conce~­
tioot from the white m:an, but a.ctuaUy u.klng power. "'Power" t. 
C;lme Ol word th~t wns uSed more :and mort: i_a t.he d:l.iJy CICIII\"UUIdoe 

o1 dvil righu -w.. 
More Negroet were runn.inJ 'for office than ever Wore, uad 

l<llllCg<>t dectod. Thecnd olthe county unit s)'ltem in GcotJja (wbieh 
&''" ditproponi.,.tc polhic•l ~ t;o runl ....,) and tho ,. 
apportionment of state legW-atum wu gi'..;ng more 'tn"DC"h to 
utbtn atc:u whcrc many Negroes wuc alrc:ady n:gistered. Jn the laD 
of 1963 SNCC lddcr Julian Bond .. icl: "Which is mon: important, 
iougr'ating a Junch counter or ba"'inS lour. or li\<e Nqrott on tJ. 
City Coun.dl wh...., ynu can chon!!" all tho lawar' 

~des," be c:ommenu:d, .. , agree with-Dick Gregory that tc:rJle 

or chetc Dixie tOwns l.rtn1 t worth int~.· 
In May, 1965, Bond hirntelf won lhe Dtmocratlc naminatiaa 

[w State Jcgillatot in CooJti.a. an4 _it expected to win the paenl 
e!«tion. This will malce hiD1. It 2$, ono of the font leaden ol tho­
sit-in moYemet~t 10 win political office. 

In 1965 in Sdri:la, the Rev. Ja:mes BeYel was 'saying: .. We ..n 
~0 longer f'igbtlng fo~ • It&t at the Junm counter •••• w, uc rp 
ill( !Of' teats in the leaDiature." 

'The traraldon from lhe lunch_ cowuer wu tomplete. Ytt thl 
f'Oad ~bead -wu not ctea.r. Some in the mowmrnt felt the vote dme 
'" tbo real key. "Now "" . .,.. g<>ing alter whoro it's at-that'> wby 
llley'ro 10 mad," ..-ld one SNOC rtaflcr alt<r the Sclm& drift. Tho 
.atti.ve (reedom mOYt'mcnt was now concentrated ia l.he .D«p Sou&h­
rWiy in a few stile$, Alab..,., GcotJja, ~n..wlppi,. paru ol Lou• ••a. and Arkansas, and mainly in tbe nm~l artOJ. Thote who think 
thU ls •where h't at" maintain •hat once N~ v;i.n che .ow itt 
the Black Belt n:percuMions will spread out through the ttate ~ 
"'"" tbe m< of tho Southern atatcs, the ~- and tho natbt, 
•llll that a genenl growth In democracy will follow. n,.... -
'<~me validity to this throry. 

Yet many are not sure. The gi'OWlng protnt mO\Itmenl q:ainel 
t!.ltc:rimin:nion in the No·rLh tw tuad .a proround clrect in the Southtm 
:UtMmeftt. Unt.U a few )fln #!l.'Oi there w~as a ~·idctprud rW•ete 
~~ tho North amonc Southun N"&"'ts •nd white Sooth<m 
~ rich~ actlvbss; man)' l)e.llevc:d 1hat it "';u only in the Sou.lll 
~ ruitm, diltti:rn:ination~ and sqrep.tion were m:1jor ptOblemL 

" 
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The growth of the NoMhcm mo~o•tme:nt sh~Utfed thete iUusicmt; and 
i1 iJ impou ible not co ~ti«: t11at ill tbt Nonh th«e aro no barricn 
to kcC'p Nestoe:~ r rem '10t.ing, 

There ;a.re no b:uricn, ehhu ln mott p;u:ts of tht. uppc1' Soulb.­
uar In miln)' chjet t'l'C'n in the Oftop South. \'et no\'ihete ao h be 
said thai b:u:it: Jn:obk-nu lJ-3\'t: beCJ1 JOt~. Many tn the tt'loO'\Itmenl 

h;\\'C. l1«0:r11c convinc~ tha.t thr: ' 'otc i~ not the only key to a 
new laocid y. HO\\'l'Ud Zinn whote wrilings_ ltld te\.Chings b~\-'t in· 
Oueoced much or &he .swdt'nt t;me""tknl in the Sot.th put it bluntly 
in a tpcecb 10 SNCO in 1963. 

What do ,·ou te.n people wben you ask th.tm to regilt« and vote? 
Do I"" tell tfu, • r W;U\t )<IU to regi>ter boeause that's rally Ill 
that • rrtiHtQg. We ha\'C a beautiful working democratic metbanism 
h~ The only problem is chat you are trft out ot h:" Wei~ r dcm•c 
think this i:• an honest JtaU!mtOt. I thtnk it is truer to say. o.~u you 
ttgittet" and if you vote, you wt11 then have aJ much power u the 
rest of ~ which i.J ""erY lillie. .. 

11 frudmn it more th:.n a hunburpr, the Rev. C.T. Vivian ol 
SCLC once uid, it i,J-also more. than a ballot. 

But wh~t, many people an w0ndcc1ns. and how do you get 
theN? 

60 

' BLACK AND WHITE TOGETHII? 

TI1e Soutbe.m dvU right. mO\·eanent bu nevu ban :all·Nesro, nor 
bu:i,c::Uiy an~wbhc although . IOf'llc:tbnet it ha1-come daie to bciJ\c 
bach. 

On l.he other hand. neither Jus it. ever bet.n more- than IOkenly 
int<gTatcd from the white ll!le. 

White CippDsition to Jatism, like 'Negro tesisu•nce to oppr81~ 
bas deep rOOU in Southern hi"Ory. Tbc n01tionts first and-slavery 
.iOdeties were fonnt!d. in the East Tennes~ rnount)ios, aDd it wu a 
whltc man ftOm that lre;l w'lo weu.t to New England and del 
ll'"dllam Llol'll Gnri,.n on the idea. 

During the: Ci\•il Wu, many whhc Southemen foucht with the 
Union. TCON!Stct, fot e)C:Uftple, had mcxe Union 110luntcer1 d'a.aD 
any otbu llAt:o. There are Soutbc::r~:~ oountic1 which flew ~ Unioo 
nac thro<lg!iout tile war. TJ,.,. ""'"In the hill coun..,._.. oppoocd 
to the- flat rich Iandi with big pWuations.: It was people from these 
atcu wbo joined. whh lreod 1laVea in the RIXOnltruction pem-. 
menu. They~ -.Ito the- people who united briefly with Negroelln 
tl1o aborti"" Populist movancn~ 

By th·e time of the l:'ational fermeot o£ tho 1930's, with pow­
~ induatrialJu.~ion, thtre was a new white working clau ia the 
~~ues. Som~ ol fllne people unhed, it but te:mpor.trily, with Ncpoet 
1r. early 010 eiToru. There were a-bo Joint Negro-whitt tetla.ft,t 
raaner u:niof)L And_, among -middle dMSe~ and inttJJtct.~ there 
"•n.s comickrable =w:tivity a.gainn racjaJ opps-cssion. Uter. fn the 
Southern Cc>Plcrcncc for Human W~ white and Negro united 
m \he bqinninp of • rea) m!l$1 movement for thanp. 

By the time the Negro upsurge .c.anc:d in Momgome:ry lb 19SS, 
however, there WUIC VeJ)' fC!w white people \t.'Otklng for tiviJ rishts 
m lhe South--j-un at, in lht genet11l p:u·0\1)1-it or McCutb)•l11n, there 
~{eft: \~ry few ptop.le o( any color anywhere in Atnerie:t doina anr­
th~os about mial prob)cnu • ..But 1wo Southwide ~intiont did 
b~ whi~ were con~ whh rocc t'C':lntions .and cspcc:ilally dae 
1olJitc Southamcr. These wen: tho S.X.thcm Rt'j;ion:U C<Kindl (SRC) 
~ad the. Snuthem OonCerence f:duc~tionlll Fund (SCEF). 
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Th:at kind or :.ctlon caU1- for mt.K.b org:tnimtian and commit· 
mr:nL But 10 doa :m armed uprising. The ki.nd a£ nonvinltnt re\!Oho~· 
tion:lry action d('$(f\bed hC!n h:u lx:en 1'3-llced about. often in the­
South· it h."lt na·er ~3ll)' bctn tried. Whether 1h.c nonvloltnt mOY'f>o 
mrnt 'm lu prdfm (t'lnn is rt:.dy to try rtn1:\int A question. But 
untij it is tried, the quenion reouin~ u to wheel~ it m~~~ tente, 
o'Cn in de.rperatlon, to t:.\lk about vlo1«.ut revolubOft. 

To many watthing Mel pa.rtidp;u.ing in the Southern .mavre­
ment-and contemplating a w'l)rfcJ \\•hicb )w brought iuel:f to the 
brink or dettruetion by \'ioteac;e-it teel)l$ imanc to ltOm a .coune 
ol 3C.tlon "•hic.h may offer a way lo achicol-e JOclaJ c:h•• wl~t 
death and des1ruetion, epmally whM the vllried poJSibilitin of thl• 
mtlhod have only bqun to be trial. 

7 

THI UNANSWE RED QUESTIONS 

A M.suxtst making hO l'int visit South a ftw )'Cll.D ago ut tn on 
a meeting · ol young clvn rlghh worl<<n. Lalu he laid: 

rve betn in many meetings bu.t l ne"''er u.w people quito lib 
cbese. No herolta, nobody t.aJ(ing w hear hit own voice,. people 
St.tening to each oth~r, willing, to •it lODJ hourt until a ~~ is 
dvtd. We've read about how n:;o.·olutions in other- countnes make a 
oew kind of penon out of theote who take 1»1'1 in tht:ta.. 1 alwa)'l 
wonc:lc:red it it wat true. Now J know it ia. 

A Clu!allao miolster who worl«:d in Albany, a-p, du4DI 
lhc. movmncnt there tclb thia 1tory: 

lt wu hot a.nd •tining; they wuo crowdl~ people into WI cdll 
like anima&. There were !JO women in poe li:ny cell, ll.'l)d an day m.y 
bad n01hing to cal ... drink, F'm•lly In the "h:f• a jail mmy IIi~ 
Ibn ~ an&Je CWI or -walcr. Nobody .... it, nobody "' 
Slowly lhoy paned it •mOI\S them •nd eoch woman took a mp. 'vo 
boon in many dlurchco wh.,.. lhoy b.eld &Omelhiog they called the 
tOmmunion ~. md it didn't mean a thing. To me, them in that 
jail cdJ, was the Holy Communloa. 

What the Mancilt &ad the mini.ster v.ue comtru:nting on .• each 
in his own t.eniu, dc:acn"bes tht fim and foremost ueompldhmcnt 
of 1k Southern freedom mO\--cment to date-~ it bas. treated new 
people. Not all arc sainu, by •ny ma.., but they have hem able 
IO aeh.i~ a -bumlln late) th:st it r;;ar be)'Ond the nQTTfl io tho tociety 
of lho United Sial .. loday. 

The aecond tOiid aec01np1ishn1cnt of tht: mcwement 11 that it 
hat created a pow.t:rful social forae. one of the fw great ~ 
"'0\--eftknts in the nadon't history. It h:ts pyllcd gtc:at numben of 
people togtthe.r, m~e them ll tObesi \'C fotee, and ~ke1 thc.-countcy. 
, And ilia \MnJ Ma.'utalpUU·noc..n d ll~ac llat: UlOVCir'lcnt h;u adlkwd 

''i1tually all of the tpeclfte goals it h:a1 chus l:u tet for itself: It .S. 
1tStt&ated the buaes; it opcnt!d the lunch counters; it tliminatcd 
•JI•white- waiting rooms; it ~:u~d the ret:t~ur:J.n~ theaten, 
hotds, ilnd other public ~modAtiotu; ~and now it it winnJnc the 

• 



MONTHl'f k£VIf:W JULY.AUGU U ltU 

' 'ole. Not aJI of thMc: b.1Hict h:wc ~ won f::\'CJ)'whcrr, but in the 
main 1hcy lum: bctm ~cbio~. ThU ls JOinclhi11g people who c:riUcil:e 
tht mo\·~mtnt a:nd •trts~ lis shortcomiqgJ fo_rgtt.. h h.u conm every~ 
thing it askt"-d for 10 br. Muybc h h~ j4J.t not asked for CUO\.Igh. 

Whm tl1c ~toumnds of rrt'edom m:trrll.Otl tnt~ hHO Mont­
gower)' oo Mnrclt 25, 196'5, nnd w:11,ked through the n reeta where 
Mon~pnery Negroes lh"C and then dawn Dtxter ~'-eoue to ~ 
st:lte upltoJ o£ A.lnb."lm!ll, sudd~i)' tl1ete 'l't'D.I dramlltJ1.cd all tht ts 

right and oil thllt is ' vmng with the C-.:eedom mo\ocmenl. 
Rt.re where din!ct. actton wu. ri_ttt practiced 11bnoct 10 yean 

ago wlls the l~t demonstration yet ~ee:n in the South Cor Negro 
(~m. Morugomesy Negroes walkecl alone l_t"' 1955, but now. on 
tl1.c t:l.l'ne urcm w~tked tboW:a.nds [rom e-very corner cl lhc na.tiall, 
blo.ck and white, Protetta.nt, Catho1k. Jew, and ath~l~ young and 
old. Th~ w.u t movt'ment tb:l.t people wtre williog tp tnn-oel 
thousand I o( pUles and tO die (or i.f Dteedltlty• J t WU a ~t 
they " 'ere wUltng. to spet~d lOng hourS in unsung drodg~ lor. It ~ 
a mcwement that teemed t.0 harness aD that was best m A~ 
a:nd it wu powerful. 

Yet_, a• they \\'3tked through ~ n~ts o~ Mon~,. tht 
1n::tCchefS paned mutC: testimony \0 the OppRSSIOP \he aviJ ngbll 
_mO\-emcnt Jus not yet touched; fo-r ~ of Montgomery's. Negro 
popul3.tion 'liVe. in po-.·orty, and many or the N'rgroet who came out 
to watc:h the mareh that day (and some to join it) came- I~ 
d;L,p.;dac.d and ptimi~,,. homes in lhe b<d alleyl and tlu: dirt 
ltreeu. 

It is not that nothlns hu b<t!n aocomp!WI<d m Mootgome')' 
since 1.9~.5. The mta.unntJ ue open, hotels 1ft opeo, the G~ 
hound bus ltation ha.J only one waitlng room, to~ t:lescpegaUOD 
bao owkd in the ocltool~ll thing> ~••• I 0 y.... ac<> many J1<911k 
white and black would. have uld wue lmponlbJe, in Mon~· 

Bui nOne of thia alters the faet that the movement bs not ')'t1 
UJUthtd the tltinp mon Negroes need most; a decent place to livt 
and the inc:e»nc to live adequately. 

A Montgomery -Ncgto le:adet, detcribing conditions there jut.t • 
raw month1 bcl'o~ the giant march, nolcd tht.:t if a Ncsro (:a.thet 
was c;Lrning $40 ll week he ~ doing well. J ob• for Ne:gtoes.- a~-.c 
the menial lti\'Cl BJC vinua11y non-e>e1st~mL MO$\ workhlJ wom~ 
are. i:o domclllic ae:rvice, .malting $16 to $18 • wM. , 

And tl1ese condllion.s, in varfil'lg d.:''~ are ~·hat pren-11 : 
Negro can:unUnities ac;ross tbe South- !'nd Ill mueh of the rest 

the: country. 

THE SOUTHE. N EAUDO M MOY E._. I Nf 

Th}• does not mean the· fn:t<Jom DlO\'emt:l'l t h;u raiJed. h. only 
mc-.a.n• 1\J.. _work Jus jut~ begun. 

Now the qucst.~n is bow ctt.n it go on from hete bow can l.ho 
~·erf'u1 tt10menrum it has built be directed lo .Jvi·ng some of 
the bMic pwblerru ~~· pl•cv• oocl<ty7 

Tbh is a question whkh alert civil rights a.c-tiviltl are well 
o.ware ol. For stvcml )'e:tl'J it hu been the subject ol diteussiao 
anywhere pe<:~pte in the ·moo.-ement meet. 

"0£ wfmt achant.a;ge is h to the. Nt'gro," u kM Martin Luther 
King, J r. in hit address to th~ J964> SCl.C eom•cntion ''to utabliJh 
chat be can ~ Kl"\\'t'd m inte_gnued resb.urancs or ;cconunodated 
in ,integrated hoteJ1 if he is bound to the kind of fin.ancial tervitude: 
whtch wiU not allow hlm to take a vAcation or C\-U take his wife 
ou.t to dinner? ••• What w'ill it ptofh him to be able to leDd hia 
thildren to an lnu;gmted .chool if the family iMome. is insurr~ 
IO l.btm KhoQJ dotha? 

told a 

·u & .enha 'y ta.ml! probknu confront the KJC.ie~ 
mare 8(). Th.e movomtT~t Jeadc:o know tht too. !t w.:as K ine who 
al., noc.d tltu althoup a g=tu pe=ntap o( NegTOOO tb&n whi~ 
~-e in J)O't"erty, 78 perc:eru of the nation's poverty-atric:hn familiea 
D.re white (by: tho gove.mmc:nt'J h'\tuuring rod of an und~ ()(X). 
a.yea.r incom~ which is untealiuic:aUy &ow). ' 

Marty people in tho (n:rdom m~-anmt alto rWire that proo 
vamslilc.e President Johnson's ~lwar on po\'erty~• are ;ft the cat~ 
of going. to fisht an enemy l1nny whb a pc:01,.U.ootc:r. The. ·new 
Rtwtmmcnt program• may ret ~ (ew jobl~ youns; men o(f the. 
alrtct.J cemporarily and into a job Corps; they may do ~bini 
toward pr~ding pn!-sehoot tninin~ ln .t!urn tU't'!lU, e•c. But they 
•rt: not gotn.g 10 c-han~ the b::uic (onditions or men~• Jiwt.. And u 
~ Matter o£ fact, un)C!II peopl.c ~rg:mitc: independently lO e:tereile 
:~trot over these. pro~• "nd mnk:C! them their own, tht'te fedc:ral 

• r!' are likely to become dt.1:nncls through which existina corrupt 
po{itJCat ltn~eturet cnn kec:p control ol 1he very prople who are 
"'-.~ I~ btndit from r.hem. 

SOmcthins more b:u.ie is nreded, and nt:.ny active peQpJe ~en10 

f7 
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thcsi:l ''':aJ t.lmt the )'e:s:rs or McC~tortb)1.!an h.1d 10 .,,lncd discussion 
h\ this counuy that most -prop1c:. le:u~ to tr~lk :about IOCiUWD ar 
had n t\!Cf b~rd cmolJSb About i1 lO be abJC tO talk about it ift.. 
t.ehigeud)'· tte a.oald Lh.:u nO\. only tho civil rights movement but otbtr 
.oc:b.l Ul.O\'tlbtnts were reaching :1 de:ad end ~u.se of this liaek. 
Li" propoocd thin ~10 concopcs <J4 ocd>liom be dulled off foe 00'''"1 
con,us.uion and given :t.n :airing apia. 

Tod..'\y ,lhe 'vord "'socu..tino'• b not quite 10 forbidden. and one 
ufttft heatS it Ol\ the nps of tome aGtive )'OUI'I8 people 1n the 
Croedom rno\'tmenL 'But the )UI'J when h w.u (orbldd~ took their 
•oU. ~hny who dain\ d\cy w<Lnt socW.ilm C!'nnoi. ruUy defme it. 
'11tey 1re disgusted wilh the w3:y thin.p A~, d)Cf are .plnst the 
•'estnb)Ubme;n1." tltat c;Wn-:Lnd JOCiali.un, ~~C~meWhat mystmotJs and 
arill ..,....wlut forbidden fruit, oeenu ~ a .good tJUns to be loo. 
This i• &lUI not & prognun, and not lhe kind ol eon<ept that a 
suu:ained :mOOJemmt a.o be bui.lt around. 

FUttbcrmore, u a result ot tht: rcan when diKUMion of aoci.Jl. 
iam wu COJUidcred ~mot:t tre:uon., many tnt.eUigtnt people ~ .. 
dudi.og t.nany in. the freedom movement) an: tlnccrdy convinced 
dut toclatiJt aruwcn cannOt be eppll~ without impotition of a .aew 
ki•<l ol ol>\'ery. Those who belie-'e o<hc:rwbe and ad'-.cote aocialiam 
nc~ lO initiate diJcw,ston o.nd debate u to how tll11etly tbqo propoll! 
H ) establltb a iaclallit 

or lhe 

OX• 

no' to lm·pote 
co'"'"''nity. llc<>use of fear that lhe •;.,~u.ctu&ll'• 

wUI control those wiibout formal tducation, LbCR wu CY'Cft teo 

c~tly a proposal Lh~t no one whh more than on eighth-gn.de echaca­
tlon 1,. •lle>Wed on the SNCC governiog body. ThiJ didn't put, but 
it indttattS the mood. With thi• kind of Atmospbeto it is utkfJ)' 
~nthinkablc thllt any aoci.alist wjth complete bluc:prints !or the nc'lll 
wodd c:ould lmpotC hil ideal full-blown on the Southern ~~t. 

But \1/hat Could h"ptxm U: 1h:n more toe:i31ist lde:u could gd 
in1o 1hc gc.nerul atmosphere, more tociaht &f.swcn to ~" 
probh:u1s of thl:' South into dilemsionl latse and imall. Thh ~·auld 
1urcly be. all to the good, Cor h would stimulate dixus.skln of d'le 
b;Wc. l'i!lUJrc of our IIXill ordu and wb:at nc:Cd.J to be done. a~l 
iL As and when vru-iou1- idc:.u oo th;n question pcnnc:a.te- the ~ 
mtm

1 
people wiU take hold of them, tt:nM tha:tl, ad2pt them, ~ 

lMm ,~.~_it their needs. What nnally erne~ might ''CI'J well be JOIDC' 
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U,'C nnd milit;tn\ people in the ~nh, eql«inlly 1he )'OUng poople, 
t~1d to ihy nW<l)' from big-<onccpli tmd what they mny consider 
propo"'lt for firul 1a.mwas. 

Tilt- mO!t commhted young ll!eOpJe who co into toeial 11ctlon 
tod:L)' 1e.:nd ro prefe:r projc:cu whc:rc thc:y wtn\ c.ID~Cly with a reb,.. 
,;.,·e)y am:tD numbu of people. The)' like to te-:tc:h irt a Soulhe!m 
[r«doon tchool, or orpnile cou.qc.iU o( lhe. unm1piO)·m in a ~orthern 
slum. Tildt object. they win tell l'OU, is to liNI ftnd de\~lOp Soeal 
leaders. to help thciC J>90ple _find 'lten\~Vf't Alld otgl'niu to esta.blilib 
1hdr 0\\•n C:Qntrol 0\U d\e dec:isiom th:at :Uf«.t thd.r lives. 

Whm Howard Zinn told lhc 1963 SNCO conference that they 
mu.n l-ace the bet that ~en lht: ballOt would .nol I'd ~Te mucft 
~~ the tolutson he: ateid w-.s to bUild u w6'ii'l'hi'Cilt"ta--cmcen 
o po~-er ou c . Kl • uc ~~~d'Err 
pfC1111ii'i on ifui 10c:1~ awc-ture:. and Ulit ti &Attlj}vntt;SN¢c"'W 
l~''f iffiilig, AU of this m1ke1 for ~ vuy&ihhy. sr:a- root1 I 
movernont. BUt l! )'OU .,k the people who ,.,.. busy bwlding t'­
"'potktll' ol power;• ~ !Ome SNOC people call them, what their 
u1t1mate pal t.-ju:st what "dccilions .tha.t affect their liYeJ"' the· 
pcc>ple they ore otp.~tizing arc eVVltuall)• pine to be aUe:d on to 
make--many o( them would rnther not talk abou.t it. ( 

PArtly 1his mulu from tho organittn' lear that tb<y will uy 10 
Coree d1dt opl.niom on the people they arc. woridna: with. It aho 
reRteu their rejection of most of the- euablit.hed IOcial reform JIIOYt­
menu in the country. YoW'lg ac-tivists who u.kc tbit ~dtion (and 
there arc ptill numben Of t.bem) tend to have no ute for what 
they call •'coa1irion po"dcs." 

;I'he }'l!'Opn!'cnt• of '"'cealition politics" within th; ciyjl ri&ht1 
movement r.wt an aUi&noe amo • htJ • dons. . -in& 

F8Af1• <As a) that-eon~ 
or .Imt-rad1ea1 inOu.enet in IJK.ir-U\!ICS QQ!I ~ 
him a con!UVa.tiv<: Cote<:. SCLO t:c.nW to £an in the c:o.-litloo diree· 
lion llHhough some yOUn'gu- people on the SCLC staff nb:d it, at 
do OWlY more among SNCO worl<~ro.ln the view o( these people, 
the groups \\oith which the 1)1·op05Cd ••coalition" is t.uggcstltd art 
ahetnsclves a put of the c:om.~pt S)'ston and cannot thtreforc be al· 
lies for 1he b.Ilding of 10tr1tthing new. Th"" you"B people ~ 
to stan from semtch, wid1 grn,. roots pcop.le who can ahape tbeif 
own lonn> lor po!ldcal •rl<l aoelal thanp. 

Yet tmny oi them, -aftr.l' rejecting the polllibllity of an a.J.l(afi(C 
with cxining groups to wotk toward b.r~d JOCinJ goa.l,, go on lc)_tCjcd 

1' 
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fl~blithin;·. any ~"'d B03b of t1Jeir own. So thcit rclunl to p. 
s~nous COMI~~ IO An5WCTJ JUCh as· .socialin rdlects also a b.We 
diJtrust of brs 101\ltiOru. Ptthtps they 1oquittd an uncon.:.lous ~en~~ 
or auUon. b! bt"aring uala of :u1 older genc:rntion of nadical& wbD 
tuked thor livts on a bdief in t))C._ )Xrlec:tibility or milD under toeW.. 
iJm and theq were cruelly diJiRutioned .whe,n ~rfec:tion did not cane. 
Or perhaps tlley relk<t the mood of a gcnemtlon that hu booo 
lold 10 long 2bout bow complex b chc ~wld they Jive :in Lha.& they 
no lor!P want to look a.t it all in a piece. We ha\-e here the paradox 
o£ a lttaoge .50ft ot cynicism in some of the .mo5t Jdw.inic people 
un imaJine. 1bey Ke.tn to ltd~ although. .many don"t articulate 'i: 
that then: prob3:bly ~ no hie aruwers to society's problems, and that 
one must accep.t. th!J, that the most an individual can do is buUd 
t(mtthlng cre:uh•c.and democmtie il\ the corner thlt.t be can .ee. aoc1 
be • part or. Thi• is tlOl the thinkinc of e\'rf')·ono in lhe aetMt 
SOtuthem mo-:e~esn, but ;, i.J mor<: pre\'~ent than_ ma·ny ptopte 
IIIPJlOiel ..00 II U. to one dtsr•e or anochct the thin~ of"""' ol 
the people who are "'-orkirt~ the h.-.rdest ~ .sacrif.icl.n,g: (be IDOIIL 
~e .~ odm:ire their ~itmenr., one. can agree that tbe 

~ldin~ of podciJ ol powa" Js tremendou~y imporUnt. But 1o Is 
ultmu..te.ry enot~gM You c:ao talk :.bout new values and a. new IIXiety 
but 10me day don't you have to spe]J out the tbape of rt? ' 

hIt paosiblc that the mom) tire altho £radom movomtnt..., 
)~ be merged ~th 1 dear virion of a new soebl or.de:t for the ,.. '""! h it po"!ble that the g=t d,...m ol humon <fisnjty ...., yet 
bt tird &o.:tome hard a.nd real t.and~nW.ding of tc:ot'loCIInic ')'RellU 
-JI)d what they do to mm? b it poMible that the pauion or the (,... 
dGm .movement, lor the development ol the individual an )'« be 
'""'bined whb. !"' ovuall piM tMt Wl hold a hope ol (roodom 
r .. all peeplel h it possible that the dctenrunati!)n ol the )­
~le to ~ce power on a boue or gra.D J:O(Itf dcm.octa.cy can be 
atb~e.ved alOng with a rational ~ order? II it poaible that 
~~~Je can glimpse such visions to moun.t a grc:a.t "''Jade 
Jo ,)t -may weU be, to p;tmphr.ue tb poet, that aU or this iJ ·~.ooc: 

ilcl a dream as thoJc who profit tly prutponing ir pn:tencl. • 
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