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Notes Fram Mississippi 
By Jerry OeMuth 

The ll/ltional electiqns of-last Noumber 3 weren\t the only elections 
of importance to l'lfusis~ippi Negroes. One month later, on Deceµtber 3, 
there were Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service (ASC or 
ASCS) elections. Aod thongh Jess-than 7 percent oi Mis:1issippi's voting 
age Negroes were registered to vote in the national election, any Negro, 
or white, farmer, except a day laborer, could vote fo the ASC election if 
he receives any lncome from a cotton crop. 

The. Department of AarJcult:u.rc se.ta a 
S,t.a:nd.-rd cotton • allotment to,. ea.eh 
far.mer. But; addltionaJ alJotme11Us are 
made by a county ASC committ.te wh..lch 
also h.~&. other responsibUi.ties. Countie,s 
are dMded Into geograpbica.l a,eaa called 
e.ommu.nities and each. community elec:ts 
a co.m.Jnitt.ee of Jive, the one 111.ith thr 
mo..,t votes becoming chairman.. The chaiT-

- men of the comm-unity committees ln ea.ch 
county n'!'cet arld 1eled the county tom. 
mittee. 

ASC ole<tlons "'"'" held in aµ 32 Mi.3-
aiufppi counti~: ln 12 of tbose- counties 
OOFO spons.or4!d ~tgro farme,7~ u candi. 
dates. Negroes h•v~ not jn the pas-l par
ticipated Jn the election,. 

A.1 COFO ,.-,;•o-rl-:crs (J$Ovused aa.d 
watc-hcd polls, tltty wne. th.reu.te11u.d, 
be:.te,"h, shot o.t and a't"rested. And N@'gro 
eandldat~s who had to hav-e their peti• 
tiona signe-d by !a..nnt.111 fflm the. tJame 
community were frequently denied in!or• 
mat.ion, or gtvrn c-onfu.!ihg ln!orma.ti.on, 
a.s- to community boDndnries. 011e. Neg-to 
fa.rrncr WlLB CVi!D to1d ilint the. farmers 
who lived on all ff>u-r aides of hi,1 farm 
livt:d in a dl.ff'uent eommuntty. 

In the da-ys bcfor,, the elo,tion, 110!1<0 
often fo\Jowed election wor'keri. fr,e-. 
qut-ntly stoppiu.g and uresth1g them for. 
alleged. traffic vioJatfoM. fn Carttd-en. a 
white man s,bot at. a Negro wo·rk.tng on 
the eleetion. T~n. came e.lectit.n day, De. 
cemboi- 3. 

In Holly Sp,•ings when worker Frank 
CU!ciork.a went to: the courthou.s:e to ill
Ve.!ti;ate the at'rest of ~o~r worker, 
Cieciorka himself wu u:res-ted. (}'he 
collnt:y ,hertO', ''Flick'' AAh, stop~d n. 
car eoht.afoing Stan Boyd n:DJ Le.-rn-
.Rubin, ~barging Boyd .,1th lllei:nl po.cit
ing. Art.er beiDJ: tri•d by • Jude•, Boyd 
and Rubin drove off. Sheriff ~-FU.ek;'~ Ash 
stopped L.bcm a.,:t1irt.. Thh titn'! he chnrge!d 
Rubin witb having: improper liqh.ts. 

ln S!arckvill•, p<;li« ti.:k~t.ed Blll L!gbL 
thK<e times. 

'Rut the Rn:a.U!td hllr1'8S8Tllcnt occ:Urted 
at th.e pollirtg pfa.ces lo Cc.nton. o town or 
10,noo. 2!> blll~ norU1 of Jaekaon. ind 
the- kQ.t or ~h,disf)n Count}', C11lJ1lon i~ IL 
bit \Vhjta Cillt4!.~' Council town. Je:,idir,g 
offidal.~ are n1embe.r5 and th',: councn 
stfo:kar appear.ft at l'ltO$(. e-st.t\Llishrno-nts~ 
includf.ng on the voter rcgb-tra.r".9 door. 

Six person~ were ej~e~d Crom Con-t.ou 
are.a polling place, where they Wt'Te-poU 

Thirteen ln~uranee CompaniM 
Paid Fot Woman's Singh, lllnus 

watcben; ont:' of them was a.rre..sk'O by 
P\>Hee. Polle& als-o e.rrca.ted three othl!r 
.elcc.tioo workers on clutrges ranglng from 
''foT invdUgatlOn" to ••disturbing- the 
po.ace." 'the other person,.-wc-,re be:at(!JJ at 
p01l-inii -pi.. ••. 

A white mon pulled a run on Elll"tiss 
C:r•wtord white two ot.hc.r whites threat
ened Cra-w(ord-. One ,grabbed a:nd held 
him wltllu the •thu be.>L him. At s.~other 
J)Olting pla••• poll wakher Muvin Rrch 
was pelted -..ith SI.ODC!.S by a white. mob, 
Re- lalcc- ~t:urnud to tl1e ·polling place as 
the voh? countln{r tM?gan. Two whito- men 
blocked hi-a wa.y and bt!Sf. htm, on1e uaing 
hfa fi-sb, lhe- ot.he-r a bolt. but.kle. 

Neverthcle.s:s-; seve.n N°eg;roes v.--ere elecL .. 
ed fo comtnu1dt.y eo.m.mitt.ces. th~ of 
th.ecm as eb•irmeo. 

• 
Though 'Jl(!nncssee pl$ all the publlctty, 

it 1:1 not t.lte onty .lto.te 10 forLid th~ t~aoh~ 
jrqr o1 1.wotuJ.it).n, 1t•s aLio illegal in Ml1-
slu{ppi and has been since tOtti when thv 
-smtr P"r>:i-e:d it=s ant.l-evolu.tJonft..rY laws. 
Updbt' tlw !Aw. t,faohing evolutiun is puo
i3hablc:- hy A- ~500 fim: 1n\d the rnandatDry 
toss of .s.ny position the educator hJd. 

T.bne hud not been an.y mo\·tmcnt Lo 
C'ka.nr• thi:1 law bul- nmo"~ books bt:ing_ 
CDnsidar<d la,1 fall by the !iU<tc T,_,tbook 
Pu-rct.:L-.ing- Bo.ud were. BiiiltJgieal Soi
t JTCt, 014 lmiurl'"i, lt1fo Li/~; and Jligh 
Schoof 11/olo~v. All lbre,> books di- .. 
e\·olotion as a thooty, but not as 4n C$

to b Ush,ci f ac L, 

The tlnt.e. booi..., ~ere 'ilrongiy a.Us.eked 
by a {an.dn.ment&Ust south Miss.i.uippf 
group, the :Tones County Study and J.c
tfott Group. JCSAC w~• espoolally ln
~n,scd O'fft Mof.:Cl(.{Elf to Mmt, jail the 
title 9f which lh•y ML taught evolutlo11. 

ln. tnhf. '1cw,.mht•r ... ,. .. ___,.,_ ... 
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