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BOX-2484 . 
Suppose that a sheriff mudcr s a r·1<ln in h is own cour.ty and th en ask yourse lf 

whet prob leti'!S does this r ai se . In orrlcr to ge t a hear i ng about t ha t mur der .yo'J 
.hove t o c otw :rr a ! 'r:Jn.i jnry '·Jhich , ir• the South, in iH~ s5. ss 5j1pi , i s the f1ran 
j l.l ry o f th · t c ounty and i t ' ::: r ur; by the sheriff. So the mor dP.r er r uns the grand .. 
jury . 

If you 're the fede r al gover r ment, and you dor. ' t want t o do t h at, y ou bypass 
that gr ar.d j ury a!!d you cor.vene a f ederal grand j ury, and that gr Cir.d jury meets 
&nd then re~uses to re t ur n ar' indictme nt. . So you !=JO a little · deepe r am you 
f ind out who is on t hat. !=!r and j ury and wh e r r-: th ey ·co:ne f r om . If. yo~: 1 re in Mi ~~
issi ppi , t hey came f r om the voti ng ro ll s . Th ey c c.rr.e f rom the sar.;P. system that 
you ' r e trying t o fi ~ht -- t.~ at i s , t he grand jury i s i i"lpar.e l ed fro'il the s t ate 
voting rolls. Negro ~. ~ are exclud~d t o begin t·r i t h, f rom t hos e vot i ng rolls . They 
ere the s arne pee-p le :,.Jho wer e part. of that murder. ~o hm: cou ld they be the one to 
do the indic ti ng ? ••. • 

Ask you r sf: l f the f ur ther quest.i on: Su prose t h e aove r n:nent r <>al ly war: ted to 
have a he ari ng abou t those murde r s and c oul dn ' t use the Neshoba County gr ant1 j ury 
and really wanted o t:se a fed er ol !=J r and j tt ry? :voul<:r •t. they s -:- c: t: o i t thnt they , 
had people on that gr and ,111ry who real l y mioht hal£ a r.honce of niv in'-1 a f a ir 
decis ion, and wouldn ' t l hry sec> about hm-1 thnt jur y was s e lec ted? (Attorney) 
Arthur l<lnoy poin t ed out. to u s just recently that the government c an rjo exactly 
t.his •••• So I'm aslti r. r (you ) t o nsh lh<: Attorr.r;y Crf:r.e r a l • • . to cha lle r-Je the 
Pr es idcnt to channc t he v.Jay i r: chi ch me"l.bers of t he fede r al gr and j uri es are 
chosen in ~·Hssi ssippi and t o r econvene a new fede r a l g r a.r.d jur y , at l eas t h a l f 

. ' 

of ~om arc> N~groe'"', and lh €n l et ' s se-e if you can gt' t an i nd i ctMent i n th e mur der · 
of r-Hckey ~nd J a~:t ''S and AEdr ct..r . 

:~m·I that lllllt'dcr, I th i n)(, i s th e rno3 t po lit ical murder U;at has h ap.rened i n 
Ol.l r country bcc a:;~w i::; r a i s es the quest ion: Suppo~~f' the sher iff d o~s t hP. mt tr de r? 
The n what happens to jus t i ce? Hm..- do you f.]et a t r ial ? M1o h o l ds th~ ·hear ings? 
:·'Hsssi s sippi reaise: tllc ({UC::tio;, -:.t.u :ther the gove r nment i s an out l m-r. Then t.ffiat. 
!:.appens? i~'ho ' s r zady to t a!~e it on? lvha t d~ y o1.r t ake i t on wi th ? Tr oops? What 
does that Mean? ••• Suppose Lhe tools of the rBI c an ' t find it out ? Then hmr do you 
do it! Hississippi rai ses bas i c qucsl.lons U1ai. the soci ety and t he ne1tional admin
istration a re not pr epar e d t o ans~o~er. 

N(m wh at happened · at the At.l<mt::~ ic Cit~, ccnve r.tion is about to be replayed in 
the Congress of the U. S. Mrs . Hamer, Mrs . Devir,c , 1·~rs . Gr ay ar e go i.1g to a sk that t hey 
be seated as t he congr esswomen ••• from !'1i s s!si po~ ; th at t h ey r epr e sent t !1e people 
i :: ~i::>siss ippi ffic ~·c than Cong r c :::smen Hi :t.er. cr 1Jt ll i ams or ·.Hnst<?ad . 

It ' s ins tructiv e_, I think, t o looh at what happP.ned in Atlantic City because 
it ' s go ing to happen all ove 1~ agai n . !ve cane and He 11anted to be seated . t~e said 
very s impl y : \Te shoili l ~J be s eatP.d : t:i1. ey shoul d not be seated . P.rounc tl1at question 
peop l e lined up and down. ;tlhat the Admi ni str atlon wanted was u loyal ty oath f rom 
4}e ''r2gul ar 11 !'Hss i s s ippi de! egat i on and they \-it"t'C 1.-1 illing to use us as p ressure 
to get that. loy~lty oa th . They \.ranted some uay to :nove th e Southe r ners more into 
li ne . Notv that ' s U1e t op hr ass oi' th e Adr:inistratior. , t he Q1JY -r,Jho r uns th e count ry, 
the Pr esident. 

Spme pe op l e t..Jant ed .that the i'-Hssissippi rlP.l~ :.Jati on shoul d not he ~eatcd -- but 
they d idn ' t ~Hmt. us to be aeatf'd . Then there t·Ias us ( and hz r e a l most everybody 
r an out) who wan tC?d to be s eht cd, •rho d~served t o be seated . In fact, we ar e the 
peop l e Hho repr.~ s rmt ~·lis si ss i p;:>: -- r.ct thos t: other people . 
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Now the P.dmi t~ i strati on presumable would li l~e to use the congresslbnal challenge 
to tighten up on seniority . That is, not to oust peoplr:! f rom seniority but to make : 
those peopl~ ~mo a r e i t: s eniori t y pos ts push th rOu r.Jh l eg is lati on. They've got a 
lever on them. So they're t<~illi ng to use us to go til at far . 

Then presumable there are other people <Tho ~rant t o get those peop le we 're 
challenging ••• out of the Demosrati c caucus. There are some o the rs -- and he re 

you drop way down -- who woul d l i ke the~ thrown out of Congre s s . 
And there 1 s us , -.rho fee 1 that we should be seated; and he r e 11e lose every

body, because people r a ise a barrier. !hey s~ we can't be seated for legal 
re~sons. I mean l egally we can't be se ated . That •·s wh at they told us at . the 
convention.... - · - -

That's exactly hos to miss the who l e i s sue . !.Je told thc>m: You say we 're not 
legal because 1-1e don ' t abide by !'1i s s1ssippi 's laws, .but t h e l aws of ~Hsstssippi 
are illegal. They're outlm.;::; down the r e . They don't abide by the lmrs of the U.S. 
In fact, your .~ttorr.ey General has just said so. He filed a suit 'Which is not-~ 
before the Supn::me Court which says that !"l iss.i5si ppi voti ng l aws ?r-::: u:'le":on~t; -
tutional across the board. So ~.lf'l at ki:id of question are you re a lly raising f or 
us when you say that we 're not l egal? ~!hat yot1 1r e saying is that they have power. 
Or that you don't tvant us to have it. 

'Nm1 those s ame ques tioP.s are going to be raised again . il!rs. Hamer? How 
can she be sec:ted? She~s not l egal. J!e ' 11 say we h:?.d a f r eecior;. vo te. t·.'he~ 
did you hwe the frecdort vote'? lie h Grl our o-.m polls. Your 01r1n polls? They're 
not legal e ither, exactly. Ar c the othc r3 le~al? They harl the r enl ~1 ection. 

No they d i dn 'tl 1Jnv~y had t he mock elP.ct.i on. lt!e had th e r e <J l election. 
But :lobody's t-rilling to go1hat far. Because it rips,-"it tears the country 

apart. Our country's a country of law znd order ••.• 
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