
*P~4'dW?S-- ..... · . age 5ml\.Wvas¥H:n.;;;;;"i,wsoir«·-w .. ·- -. . , , 0 . ... , .. .... )'h ? 

... . .. : . i': . . . " ,.,; . ·.:· .· . . . . . . 

:..- . · ... ·.· . : '>.·MiSS~~· :.AT ·;~~~· .,9;t:Tr; '·:. ,.:.·:.::· ·.:·· ~~:~: :··:;·. ·:. ·, .·:·· ~:·.~· ;:. ~· .. 
·· · · by CIW-16! ~ Sherrod -· · · ··-·- ·· ·· · · · · · 

} .. ~ .. ,.. - . . . .. :-·~·.:·.<··<7: .... · . . ·. ·:: .· :·: \ ..... .::·. >. ;~r ·:". ·::.·(~~: .. ;~ . ~<,·.-
. · · It •. vas ~ . coor · c~q in AUguB"'t ~side ~~ . · · :.~ ·. /·- . 

·.:.ocean. _Atlanti~ tr~ty,· New .Jersey lNlB .wait- · ... ·. ~· · . -
. 1ng !or the DEJnoQratio· National Convention· ... . ··· ... :: ··-.· 
· . . :· · :to."begin.. · . In . that Republican fortress hia- ·:~ ·.: .·. • ... 
. :;: '. toey was about to be made. Hign on a bill ,-~-·. ::..·:~_..... -
·.: .. ·:· board-:smi~·out ·at ·the ore~ers ·~as · a· .·.' .. :':\_. :::.· 
: · · picture o! Barry· Goldwater and an fnscrip- · ·_,. . ~. ~~ . 

. · tion.11In your heart··you lmow .hats right.11 - :; ·. ~· :. 

.. Later SOmeone had Written•"undemeath1
1'Yes 1 . ··.· ... : 

.. · extreme right." Goldwate~· had had his .-: .. ·· · .-- ~~. 

-;-':. "moment~ two ~eekS .. he!ore ~·on the·-other oc- ·.------:--: 
> .. ean. 'l'hi:B was to be L.B.J .•s 11 moment, 11 . . ... .. 

· .. and we were to find out that th:ie was also · .. 
.. .-'his convcnt~on. ... · ·· ·- . •· 
. ··.. . ·: 'lbe Mississippi.l'reedom ·Democratic 
· Party haii been working rather looselY 
· all sununSr. Mone;Y was as scarce as pro- ~-
.. minent··.rriends:· A small band or deaica-

ted personB forged out . of'" the frustration 
· . :. and aspirations· of · an oppressed people a . 
· . . wedge;" a moral ·. wedge which brought the 

' ·, 

·r 

- . mons trouB political machinery or the \ .. 
. greatest · poWer on earth to a screeching -· 

, . h.al.t. . '• •• I • ·. - .. .. 

· ·The Freedan I1emocratic Parcy 'was . . 
,- . i'o~ through precinct, councy, diatrict . :·: · .-· 
· and staT,e conventions. An atU!lnpt to · 7' . · 

· · register with the. state was ~tratsd. ·· < >-: -
L~ But the 'par-cy~ was opened to oath brack . :· .. .:>_ . · 

and white voters . 8nd non-voters for the . .. . 
. ·.Sta'be ~f MissiSsippi · had denied the - · · · 

· ·. right to·· vote to thousands. Nine tv- .. :. ·. ~ .--· .: 
• . · ~ 'three perce'nt of the·)legroes' twenty~or.e . ' . ·~ .. 
:.· .· years ot 'age or· olc;ier _in Mi~sissippi are J.'·:, ~. ~~ 
= · denied the right .to vote. 'to ·show to the ·' ..._ .. · ... ·.:~ 
:;___· Convention and tO. the country that · · . 

··~· · peaple·. want to vote iii Mi.saiasipp11 ~e . : ... ·. :·':> ... 
· .. ·: held··a· Freedom Regis'tra~ion cSmpaign·• In .... · .: ... .. 
:.'· ·. ol'ller ·woras 1 ··a VOter registrfl,tiOt\ .. blank~· ···.·. ~~ ... ::'__.. 

,~~ .. from a nortliern state was used. · Sixty- ~. ·.,_.'·>::, < 
.~:··;:;. thousand persons. signed up ih lesa··than ': · ... .... 'f: ·.· 
'· ·:·- ~·· .three months • . - We · presented our reg- ··:··· ·; ~ .. 
~\ -iBtrttion bookS to the Credentials_ Com- . \.' ... ~ : · ~~:: ·.· 
: · ·::· .· .;..~~.+.Ao. ofith"'"the f'a..ct-9 and line · .. liiw : ... :·":· .. ~· . . ·.:.: ~. 

. . .. 



~-:.::..·.·.-:-£ini¥te8: - l3at'li-·t1le :fac~ and · ~ · .. -:law - :.;~:~~~-:~.~~\1~:1~~ 
. ~:.::::·:'t .·were a})ly repre~.~~d bi. our attorney~ :'·f r> :. ~-[; ~­
..... :: ~· .. Joseph Raub, Jr. 1 . ·tiho was also & · member~ . · .·.· ~ · ·_.-,~J 

· .·. ·::·~ . ~f . the credentials Canmittee. · . -~ _ _-: _,·, :.' .'> :. 
: ~ ·No .one could say that we ~were a re-. .· ···-,, : .. ·. · . 

.. --~· _;· .negade group. We hacl · tried to work . ·. · .. -. . ;·; '·>~- ~ · ... 
= . . ;··~· . withiri .the structure of the state P~ • . · ... . ·. ~:·<<· -: 

·~, ~ ..; In·'!act', we were not orLcy trying to-' be . ··>-.<//:>.· ·:· 
• ~ • , - . : • • J' . , • • J •• 0 

ii::. ·:::_·.included 1n the. state Party, but we .also~ .·> : .. y??: , ..... ~ 
.: .... >.~,_ sought to insure that the state Par-cy : <-, .·· ·. ~:: ·: · .: · .· . 
!\.:.'-·would remain loyal to · the· candidates ol. ·:::\'<: ·.s: ·. · · .· . . : . .- · ~· ;-. . .... 
.. : ;. :..:· the National Democratic · Party in November.- ·:.;-: .. ~ :/:· .. < 
~~~-·--· ~--:·---=-:- . ~-.. -. . --.-~-- - . --·- --.·· .. . .. -· ~r ·· ··. ·.~. 

\·te ·at·tended precin'ct.· meetinys in several . ~ ... ('\~· : : ·. 
parte of Mfssiiieippi·~- _ ·: . . i<-·.':· .. ; ·_·. 

~l..: ~~ .... ~: · . . 
>- In · eirht precincts in six.· d-ifferent · · ·. 

counties, . we went · to pollinr stations 
before the time lerally desirnated for 
th_e precinct meeting, ... lOsOO A.M., but 
wer e uri~ble ·. to fi_nd any evi.dence of'·a . 
meetipg . Some officials den-ied knowled~e 
of any oeeti~t.i · others. claimed ·the meet-
in f' .had already taken place. In theee 
precincts we proceeded to hol~our own 
meetinrs and elected our own del _~rat-eit ' 
to- . the c o)lnty conventions. ~ · 

· : In s'i.x different counties where we 
f~und· the .white precinct ·meetings; we 
were . excluded .from the . meetinr s. In Hat­

. 'tiesbury· we were told that \ol e could not 
· · p.arti·cipate , wi.tho¢.· poll tax receipts·, 

· cie~pite the ~r.ecent .~onatitutional amerid~ · --
.cent, outlaw~nr such pr_ovisiona. :· · 

. . In 'ten precincts in ·five differe_nt 
counties, l-te ~ere allowed to attend .~eet­
inrs but were restric -t_ed ~rom exercisiny 
full rirhts; sooe were not allowed t~ . 
vo~e; sone were not ,allowed to · no~inate __-_ 
deler ates froo the floor; others wer~ n~t:· 
allow~d to choose who tallied th~ vo~ee~ : 
No one could say that we had not tried~: 
~le had no alternative but to for:c a S~e.~e 

----~ar:t_y that_would include every~ne . ..... . .. 



·---··--· ·- - --·--- ---·--- -----·- --- ---·-· -· -- - --·- ---- -- -~--~---

-- -·-- ·-- -- .. - - -- -- . ··-- .. . I 
· · .. _ So- s!xty-eight ·dele£e.tes came tz:-om · 

Mississippi --black, white maids, minis­
ters, c~rpent~ts, fa~mers, ~ainters, mech· 
anics, schoolteache~s, the youn~, t!'le-eld 
-:-they were ordinary p_eople but each had 
an extraordinary story t _o tell. ~nd th~y -­

; ·- .- could te11 ··.t _he. story.! . The · Saturday . be~ ·-
fJ fore the 'conventi·on . b~p-an-, they. _present-

_ed · their c.e.se to . the Cred-entials Conup]:t- ' 
~. e.!ld t~rourh t _ele:visi:_on.,_. to the · . . 
nation an4 to ~the __ world.·· ' l~o human befnr , 
~onfronted .with the :truth o'f our. testi-

.. mo~y could remain indifferent to it. 
Many tears.:_fell~ . Our posit.iori was valid 
and our c'e..use -. :~as just. · ... -. . 

. . But the ~ord · h~d be~~ - gi~en. The 
Freedom Farty. we.s ·to_ be seated without. · 
voting rights a~ honored· .iuests of the · 
Convention-.. The ·party ·caucused and re·- -­
jec~ed the propo~ed _ ~~ompromise.a The 

' slow and now frantic machinery of the' 
· adminietz:atfon was p-rinding against it- · 

; -·self-. · Fresi'dent . Johnson had. ~d ~en Sen­
_··.<. at·or. Hump~r. ey __ the- specific task of . 

· dee.l_inf. -with · u~· ._ . They ·were .. de8perately 
· ·. ·_seekinr ways :.to seat · the regular Mis_s-. 

:··._.__:i"ssippi_ ' delega~ion ':'i~hout any show of . 
· / :. dis.unity •. --The administration needed · · . 

:_~.: -._t'im6t . .... .-_-::_j:;i_ ~.·._. · :: ·· · · · • - ~ -- --: -. >" ··_ . . _:-." . ,· . · .. · 
-- -:· · :' · · :~ ~----,:-: ··_ ., · · Si1zrday . ~v -~ning, ·· th ~r-·e :was ·a 'so.me~ · 

J : • • •• • •• 

- · .· ~ ·.·· )lha.t .secre·t ; meetin~ held at: th.~ Deau.:---- - -
. ~-- . -·vi'l.l"e Hotel,- fer ·all .Negr·o delegates-. · 

· .·.:. Th-e -1-i.F ~b.r • .'was not inyited but was 
· ·. ~-t·h ~r e · • . _ .... In ~ ·a·· smal_l .,. · crowde~, d~rk- -room 

.. _·<. ,·lit_h a l'?ni:,-~rb:~e anq a~bl~ckbo~rd, 
_ .. :-· .. ·some of the ·· most.- prominent Negro politi-
: . cians in the-. ·col-Uitry -~a~e ·the _nword 11 , • 

· ' . one by one~ · : · ~h~~ an ' old ~an ~~ated in 
... · ·a soft chair·-- strugg-led · showly to his · 

: · · .feet •. ·. It was · the p_lack deal'l:· _of politics, · 
Confressman ·charles De.\'t'son·· of · Chicago .. . 

Unsteady in his _voice, he aaid 
. ... e'xac_tfy what t~e · other ·11 1eaders" 'had . . 

saids' . · (1 - ~le must-:nominB.te ·and elect .· .. 
· Lyndon B. - o nson for resident in Nov_­

· emb~t; (2) we must ' register ' th~usands of· 
: ___ . -· · -·- ·--



. ·, I . . 

Negroes to vote; and (3) we must follow .. .. 
leadershi!) --addin~, 11we .must respect I 

womanhood ".,.-and · isat down~ · .. ·. i._ ,: · . 

. Y~~h ~hat. a little_ woman~ dark and ., 
strong~ Mrs. Annie Devine from Canton, . . 

·.Mississippi, standing nea_r the .. front., .- ·- ···...,--.. 
aske~ to be h·eard ~ · The ·con~ressman did : · 

· · ·· not deny her: She began . to . speak.· ··· . 
· "~·le have been ·treated like beasts . . 

in Mississippi. They shot us down like -
. I 

animals." · she · be~n to rock back"and 
forth and hef voice ~uivered."We risk our 

. lives coming .·up here ••• polit.ics mu'st be"·. 
... : . .. corrupt · if. it don r·t ; care none about · · 

.people down there ••• these politicians 
-, ~.i.t in posit~ons and forget the people 
'put th~ ·.th.e~e .• n She went_ on, cry.ing 

. -between each s~ntence, . put . righ~ after 
. . ·:· :.~ .. · he~. witn.ess, tthe meeting ~as adjourned. 

· ." · ... -. L \that a .. nigh~re. were they _having? 
· ·t' H.ere w~. were .. in a · life-d_eath grip, . 

· .. . wrestling w_ith the be~t .political ~tra­
·. · · ;·. · tegists ip the . c .our~cy ·." We need_e_d only 

:::' · e 1 even v.o·t es. -rbr a minority report ·fran · 
· · · the Credentials Committee. . They post-

. poned their report ·three·· · times; ·a . 
. sub-c ommi:t.tee was working arotmd the , .. 
· ·clock • . If there ·had been a vote in the · 

· Credentials Co~ittee on Saturday, we . 
· would ·hav.e _probably had ~ou::- times as · many 

· .-- votes as .we· needed; Sunday, two times as 
. ma.ny; and ·as .late as l'uesday' w.e still_ . 
had· ten delegates cammitt~ted to cail for 
the minority report. ·we had ten states' 

. 'delegations ori iec.ord as supporting ·us • . · 
. ~ie had at least si·x persons .on th~ 
Credentials Committee itself who atten-

.~ .'··. -:·::. -.ded our' caucus to help determine ' the·- ··. 
·. ·· · ... ·. : best strategy. · We had ove'r half of the 

·. ':. .. press ··at >our disposal. ~le were the 
. ··:.~ · .. .. : .. 'ies~e; · the· only issue at 'that conven- .· . 
-~.-..< · -. tion! ··But the . bla~k leadership .at the · 

· ·:: / ... -c oiivontion went-: the way of the "black" 
.:: . ··: ·:_·.- dean 1 s maxim'. · 11 Foll~w ~~adership~ ~ 
· . . ,. :, The w.ord had been ~.·giyen• :. : . . . ·.. . ·--·--·· 

--·· 



--------

:~·- _- ?:w: --.. -.-. -~A compromis.o_ w·as -_ sugg~sted : by Congros~~· , : . .'·· 
:~·(:: .-· __ :_:· inan Kdith Green (D.- Ore.)~ - a mt;=mber · ot ·.:_ 
--~;.'.:/·>:· the . Cr~dehtials Committee. It was aooep-
·_ -.'·_.-:.·. :_. table to the_ Freedom Party and Qould · ·. 

:.;~ --:_:.:· ~ have been the minori.ty ·reportr (1) . . · · .- .: .·· 
i.( _-._; . · .. Everyone would ~e subjected to a loya~iy··. 
~~- ··:-_. · oath, both the Freedom . Party ·~nd the ·. · · 
·.--:-:_ ~- - {~·~ : Mis-sissippi regular · pa~ty; (~) Each del:..-_. 
· '=.~ egate ~ho took the oath would be' seated ·· . 

_- : ·· .. :; ·. ~nd the votes would be divided proper:-
_·_.: · · tione.lly. -It was minimal J the Freedom 

.. ·.·-·_··. ·Party would accept no leas~ .. . __ . , 
·· . -:" ·-:- '.Q!e administration · coun!,..ered wlih . :: : ·-. 

-· · ·.-· ~nother compromise. It had five pointes -. 
.. · .:-: : _·: . Q!T1'he all-white Fawt would take the 
-:·. -: .; <. oath and be seated; 2 The Freedc;>m · 
... · ·.-. · -. · Democratic Party woul be . w~lc-omed - as 
> -'· :· ... . honored · guests of the Convention; ~ 
. . ·. Dr~ Aaron · Henry and Rev. Edwin King, . 

.. '· . . . . 
· · - · · Chairman and National Committeeman of · 

'. . . . 
. .- .. _ · . the Fl"eedom Democratic Party reapec- ... 

< _· .. · ti vely' ~ouid be t.i ven delegate" statue ,·, 
. · ~ in a _ special category of ndelegate~ at -

-----'~- · large;" <{!} · The Democratic National Com- -
~ - mittee would obligate. states· by 1968 . 

1 ' : _._ to select and oertif'y delegates through 
/~."_ a process without regard .to ra~ creed.· .: 

· . _ . colo~ or national origin; and~ The _ 
.·: ; · .Chairman of the Nat'ional Democratic · 
·.-· f -:- Committee would establish a apecial com­

·. · l . mittee to ai.d the states· in meeting 
,·- · standards .. . s'et for the 1968 Convent ron 

·: ~ - and that a report ; . w,oul~ be 'made to the . ': 
j :~ <· National Democratic Committee and be ··. · .. 
' . 
:_ · _.~~ovailabl e for·. the next· Convention _and · · 
l . . . . 

... . ··. ~- its . committees. .- . ,_···. 
·. · · ·· The •word n ha'd come · down for the 

_ :.· ' . .._" last time~. ~le had . ·be~ to lose sup-.. : .- .. ·· 
·- .::· .... :-r port in the Credentials _ Committee. - · 
~~:{~~}-:.-: ·This ca~e mainly a·s a r~sult of a :- · ·-.:· .. t 
~ · ,_: ·>\· .. · aquee~e · p!'ay by. the · administration. ):· . ,.: 

.. _·,·:._. It was ·Tuesday m~orning when-the · ':'-· . -
. - ~-·- ·_.._. ·:: \ ·· Freedom Democratic .Party : delegation .· ·: .. . · 
·> :.c . .- ~·;l.aa· hu.stl'e4. to· lts m01'tin~ place, the ·._· : 
--~ ~ - ·· ·:· ) · .Union _-:-:_Temp~e .- Baptist ._ Churoh • . ~-~u - -~~--·~~ 

I 
II 



·----·- ·-- - . .:::..::-

~-; ~_:.·:.-~~;.~ could cut through the ·tension; it vaa ~- . 
· ...... . \ . - · t . - . . . 
,_: :·; .:.·. a~ apparent. People ·were touchy and 

I • . ' .. . . . . • . · - · 

::·:<. : o~ e~ge ~ •... : .. -lt had been a long fight; -.. 
= ·-\·· · . . · b ei~g·_.uP,· ._d~;~.y and · night-t...:.running after · .. 
,>.~::~~ . delegations, following leads, speaking, ... .. 
. ·· .· : .. ·answer-ing politely, always aggressive, 
. . · ... ·.- alw_ays ' in.oving·. Now, one of ."the most .. · .. 
·. - .' .... important dee·isions of the convention . · 
.... :=.··had to .b·e ·made _:._.· · .. ·: . :. · :· · . . _: _ _._i. 
• • • • o o • • • • •• • .' • •• ' I ' ' ~; • • 

._ .. · .. :· · .. ·At one.o'· 91~k,· ·rt ·w.as reporte~ ~ 
· ~ ... :-::-.. < ·that .·a ·. group .from·_ ~.~e _M .f .-D.P. ·, had· ·. 

· .. · gone t:~ _talk with-- representatives ·of 
.the. a~ministrat~on . and ·a report was 

. )' . . . . 
_.: give~;_ it was the fi~e~poi~t co~promisa. 

· .. - ·· .. This was. also.: the "majority report frozn -
. I . . • 

: : the Cr~den~ia.ls Committee. "There were · · 
· .. ~'·:'·.". n~ se~~n ' hour~( le:f't - ~or ·. siXty-eight .· . 
..._ ··. people to -examine the CC?mprom~se,, think 

:_ ·.· about it.; · accep~~or · reject it, propose .­
.. · · the appropriate . action, .and do what was 
· .. :; .· neeessary to implement ·it. · The hot day 
·_..;-~·-~.-..· dragr~d ··on; .th·ere ·_were ·:speeehes and ·· f.' , 

~ .. '~'i ~ - 'spe.eches and talk and . talk ~· . Dr. Martin 
(i':~·:~ _Luther · }: ~·~g, Bayard Rust'in, Sen~to'r . 
. -:---\ ·. ~~yne Z.torse, Congreosman Editp ... ..-Green,. 
. --:-<< ~ Jack · Pratt, JSlll.es .Farmer, James Forman, 
:· .. : :- _: Ella Baker -, Bob Moses. Some wante~ to 

_acc-ept the compromis_e and others did .· 
· · .·· not ; A. few remained neutral and all 
~ ·',_:'·voiced t ·otal ·a~p.port whatever: the · 

· .. .· ultimate · decision. ·. But time had made 
· ·- =~--·._. _ _. :~h~ · .decision~ . The day was .fast spen-t. 

··-... when. diseusaion wa·s :opened to tho dele-
··· -- · · gati.on ·-:---···: -, _. --:-:.-.·- .. -~-!...- - .---. -. . . . . . . . . 

----' . .. ~ ~he . adminis~rati on had succeeded 
.. . _:: -in bai'ting us in_tp . extend~d disc\lseion 

· ·:_ .. and this. was the· en4. ~\le_ · had no time 
· · ·· to sift · t~rou·ib .. _£.Ver f~v~ .. t~ousand · ... · . . 
. · delegate's and alternates~ · tlir.ough 

_ ninety-eight Or ed.entials ·Committee 
··. !Ilembera who could. have been anywhere 

. . ' . ·in the ocean for all we lmew. . 
The pr~posal . was reject~d by the 

Fr ·ee~om Democratic Delega:tion; we had · 
. ·come through another c·risis with out ·. 
minds · deJlresaed ·arid ·ou~ · hearts _and ·:· .. · · 
hands unstained.. Again we had -not ·· - ·, · 
_bt)wed to th~ "mass~~.:. ~f_e were ass er- · 



. .. - ting ·a moral - dec"laration to this countr7 
: . ~ ... · . _the;~ tne . political mind "muat be con~ 
; ·.> .. c-~rned- with much more than the expe-
, ·. ·., . . .. . I 

·. i • .· ·:. : dient; .tha~ there ·are real issues in , 1 

·. :, :·.·.·>. this . co-~try 1 s po_litics an~ 11 race1 . 1s : .-- . · 
·:. ._ ~ :.-_' .~ne. · .· --:~ ... : ·<.<~:-~:':. . · < __ · : -~~,:~ -~~:. -~-~ ~ .... . ·. ·:. , 
~:~·-f~:::··: ·.:· : .· ~e manipulation of power · in _oUr. ·? . -· 

......-:_ -:· : homeland is in white hands. The · . . · : 
\ . ' . . 

..:: ~·.- .:. whit:t,··-majoz:o.i~y · controls the decision-
-· .... :·~·· · making proces·s here. At President 

. , J o~nson 1 s "coronation" in Atlantic 
~ -: .·· City there were no blacks with power · 
·.;~.: · · to c;h~llenge the posi.tiol?- of the ad-

ministrat~on. Mov.~o_yer; · there w~s :. 
, . . . o,pposit!on by ~lacks .t~ any attempt . ·. 

,. to ~ie+d pow~r against the admiriistra­
.... ti:v~ · position~ .-.The.re was no black 

. · 
.. · .· ~ · gr9~P ~uppor~ing .. _u~; they had no .· 

. pow~r; .they · co~ld ·-show no powez:. 
But_ ·they ha.d·-·posi t ·ions of power • 
One would. suspect 'that it is part 
of, the. syat_em to . gi v·e posi tiona · · · 
meanin.gl ess labels and wi thhQld the 
real- ~ power. · This is the story of' the · 
bond -between our country and its black 
children. .. . . 

In the South .and North, the black· 
·man is losing conf'idenc e in the . inten­
tions or· the ·Federal Government. The . . 
case of Byron de la Beckwith is an .. 
example of _ wh~ frustrates our people 
in this connection. The Klansmen 
freed in Georgia are another. Both can 

.. b'e explained but the emotions which 
· .. tl}ey_ ·arous.ed in the Negro in this _ 
_ ,::_·; ~ .. country canhot be explained away. The 
·/ ~:· ·. -·: seating of the· Mississippi Fr ~edom -. 

·.<:.-:: .. : · . ·· Democratic Party · would have -gone a long . ... 
:~;_.->·: · w~y. toward . ·restoring the faith in th.e · ::· 
: ·::-~~-. . "intcnt.ions of our government for many .. · . 
/·:-:'· ~.· : · wh, believe that· the Federal Government · : .. 
.. ~-:·:;_~:: ·.:~:·· ·._ · i~· .b. - ~hite man_. Many ·:r:egroes b~lieve -· . 
::- · ~--~;-:-:-- that the government. hills no _intention of 
. -"7 -·. · _sharing· power .w).th blacks. We -can see· 

· through ~he . atok~-~ We have · ~a~ a_ 
. :_._-.,--·-



· . · illiJll.-3 ·ror a· white! man's }!egro ever since 
. . .· any white man named one: _\/e want -much 

. more than ~.token~ p·oai tiona · or even . 
representations~ ~fe want ·power for · .· ·. . -· 

. our people· • . ':le . ~ant :it out of -~he .· . // 
· ... country} a respect for . t~e ·ideals of_ :/'.. ' · 

America and love for its : own people._ · · 
.·We need to be . trusted, each for his own 

.. worth; this is why we e:re not chanting 
. everlasting. praises for the civil rights 

:_ ·. , ... bill: .. \'/e remember · all the billa before. 
} ·. ·.··::· In fact,' . :we remember the reconstruction 
' ..... ~·. ·. period" • . This. time, we will . be our 0~-­
·:<.·.-·. ;_- watchdogs on· prog-ress • . ~-~e will !lOt · .. _. .· .. .. , 

... _ .. _:··<.: trade one "alaver_y for another~ . . ' _. . . 
/.::- ~: ·>·. · . Secondly we refuse to· accept total 
·.: · ·:_;··; -~' .,. aa pons i b i 1 i ty .· for tb e .. c on'di t ions of. . 
! . .-·:.":<·: race relati<>ns ·in "tbia· couritry. At the 

. convention· we were r.epee.tedly told to . 
b~ "responsibl~; a that Goldwat~r would :' -. 
benefit from our actions. We were told 
that riot.s in Harlem and Rochester- and··· 

.Jersey _City and Philade.lphia must stop • . 
"Responsible" leaders have gotten up : .: .· · 

·and called moratoriums in response to · ·.·· 
. directives to · be •responsible. 1 The , . . : ·.:· 
c O'lmtry is being hurt by the riots, ·we ·· . 
are told admonishingly. · · 

·WJ:lo can make jobs for peop~e in · our 
societY? Who rtms our · society? Who · ·. 
plans 'the cities? Who regulates the ' .. :·. ·. 
tarifft Who makes the· laws7 Who inte!"- · 
pr~ts ·the la~? . \·lho holds th~ power?. >- .:~·: 
~et them be responsible·t They are at ·.,·.? = 
fault who have not alleviated the . : -~_. .· 
causes which ·make men express their : ·::_.·. : 
feelings of utter - despai~ an~· hopel~as~ 

:·, · nes-s. · Our society is famous for ita --: , :- . . . . .. . . . .. <: , ·. whi_te-~aeh~ng, buck-passing . tactic a • -. 
····\ . That . ~s : · ori'e reason the Mississippi .·· 
.' ;: .... ··: Free_dom Demooratic· .. Party _could no.t 

· .'lee ept , the &~ministration 1 s compro-
_.· · aiae~ '1t was _ made to look like some­

- ~ · thing ~nd it .~aa nothing. It was · 
· ~ade .to ·pacify the bl~cks ·. in -'th.is . 

_._··._. >ount·ry. It. . diL~-~:t.-~ork~ .Were- · . . 



. -- ~~- ':-:- · : .. f'ua ed· to adopt a .. ~.v~~t .ory·... . ~t e_ .: --- --- --· 
-. -... . · could have · ~ccepted _ .the compromis.e, --.. 
.. . . . --· . . .. alled ' it a. victory and . gone back to 
·. _ · -. ·. ·· .issiseippi, carri e4 ·o.n -the sho~lders 
: _._-· <~ ')f milli~ns~_-of ·:Negroe~>acro~s _ the ~ ; · 
:_, . . _ .. _. .- :otintry ·a.s th~ir _champions • . . But we 
·. · .. ·- . love the. i'deals_ ·of.· ou_r . country; they 

... 
. ·nean more than . a ·_moment .of Victory • 
.le -are what _-we ·ar·e ..:. hungry, -beaten, 
unvictorious, jobless, hom~ less, 'but 
thankful t~ have the strengt_h to fight. 
~his is h9nesty, . and _ we .. refuse to com- , .. 

. promise here. .It wou~ -d have be~n a _ 
lie to ao·cept tpat particular oompr~ 
mise • . lt would have '·said to blac·ka ' ... 
acr~ss ·the na~ion . and the world that -

· we share the fower, and that is a lie! 
· - ·· The "lib~rals · wo~ld have felt gr~at -

relief for a job well done. The - _ 
. :· · . -':'· Democrats . would have laugbbd ·. again · 
· · ·.· ·· · flt . the~ - s.egregat·~-on~st Repub;icans .and 

. . . ... J~miled• that. their.· Qwn "Negroes• were . · .­
_. ·- .··satisfied. ·That is a · lie! We ·are · ·. 

_· .. · :.- · ~ c .ount~y of rac'ists · with a rae 1st ... · 
· herita~~' a racist economy, a · ~acist 

language, - a 'racist. religion, a racist 
philosophy of l~ving, and we need · . 

-· ·~ -: a .naked confl"ontation with -ourselves • . _ ·· 

:-

·lll the•lies or- t .elevision and ~~dio . . .... 
~nd the p.ress · ~annot save u·s from what 

.-
... ,e really are ••• b.lack or white. 

. . It is-. oniy -now that a voice is ·- ~ efng 
heard in our lan-d. It is the · voice ' · 

- ' -
of' the poor; it is the tongue· of tli'e 
underpri vilaged; it is from the 11·~• 
of the desperate. This i~ a v~ioe or · 
utter franknesss · the ·white man knqws 
that .he has dec~ived himself for his ,own 
purposes·, yet he continues to organize· _­
hie own humiliation and ours. -

- I 

. We have no political panaceas. 'ifG 
will not claim that resp~nsibility 
either • . -But we do search for a way of 

·.truth •. · 


