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Revelation in Mississippi

GREENWOOD, Miss.

OMETHING s happaning in Misstasippl today which the press

hes largely lgnored. To most people, the name of the state stands

for beatings and bombings. ehurch barnings and fear. Thess ara real

onough, Byt Misalasippl today is also the scene of another phenom-
enon, of an extraordinary humanisation.

The white voluntesr In the Bommer Projest, or the viaitor like
myseli; walks down s street in the Negro community of some town
whiali has been “opensd up™:
Greenwood,  Hattlesburg, Holly
Bprings, He is g stranger to the
lozal people but they stop him,
greet him, ask how long ha is stay-
ing, doss he know so-and-so wWho
s also In the Movement, Without
seeming “grateful,” & better-pff
Negro will inslst on paying for his
dinmer, And the Negro communiby
gulekly bepomes honid: he lesls
safe there, If a car psases, he
watehes Lo zee il it containg wilte
men or bluck, and when the pas.
eengery turn pub to be black for
fellow whils workers), he relixes
He enls ln Negro restoursnts; 3
A ptrange sensslion (o go into o
white place, Suddenly evérything
I tonverted, and with Ebe Inversion
romes & new ldantity, Not that the
white man “becomes 4 Negro," but
that he beging to feel Bio has fTound
n new sell through others, througl
the very peoples who urz, in same
ey, Dis eromies.

Inspirational cliches? No, juet
the sxperience of &n Ameriesn 9
atie part of the world where human
baitigs seem to be moving forwned
Instead of standing sl Missis- |
5ol was a blank on the map b= :
tore: today, hundeeds of young L i s s
people study the namas of s countles and speak of thean with emo-
tion. In the Preedom Schools, the words to b2 learmed [rom &
blackbonrd are directiy related to the eurrent struggle: convicted,
lzyping, testhmony, adhering, -t headquarters (0 decksen enown
s the COPO offles because tha projest ts beldg earried ont in the
name of & rather mythical coslition of civil rights erganisations;
actunlly SNOCC 13 doing 4/5 of the job) reporters ztream through
and old friends meet unaxpeciodly, The Gre:nwood offise, lke
Jackson's, 15 mannped arouid the clock; workers ent casunlly, sleep
dttlc—aften an dekks or sitting up In ehairg—and Jim FPorman,
SNCCs exseuth 0 =schetary, movs the Owor sl midoighs.

REYVIRUTIONARY CUBA comss fo mind, thar: is e salelt:d sing-
g mnd that bumor which s diveeted toward onesell as often ak
toward the opposition. Even the elimate 1s the sume. To make this
comaarison muy b oodisservice to the Movement, for SNCOC has
smough trouble with red-baiting, And of eourss What is hag:oailng
in Missisgippl lms no particular political orfentation,

But the project Is & theest to the eatablishid Bouthern order,
pnd |5 megnt to e, The redneck meets that threwet by coneoceting n
homemuade bomb or calling the Greenwood office ot 2 am, and
srowling, "Kiss mah fisd."” Those sbove him on the social ladder are
more ratdonsl, ke the police eommissioner who passtd by that same
offier onz witertioon and let nimself be pmbrojled in an unususl
discussion with a large number of the projest work s, He sdmitted
the oesson for his opposition (0 Negrogs voling—power,

1z wonld be nafve not to deknowledge somy of the prolest's
problems and weaknesses. the fesr abd reslatgnes pmong local Ne-
groed who havs oo little to lose; the limited suieceszss of the coms
munlty genpery compared to Lthe Freedom Schocl:; the confusion
mnd inefficl>noy. One of the big guestions, whick gannos now be
ba poawered, Is: What will happen when the white voluntesrs leave
—na most, but nob all, are exvecied to do? This ruratlon acises not
anly in terms of renowed viol o= bub also on the less dramatic scals
of situations suely g5 thai feeed by Sally Belirage, dsughtyr of the
ATARDILAN editor-in-cxlle, who hes organised dooated books inkto
i Whrpry wt Grorowood and must find o [ermte joeal porson (o
malintain it com: fall

PROBLEME AND ALL, the snlelt remaing—pod other whites feel
it too, An orthodo:n: Jewish folk singer commented: “If reminds me
of thi Hasaidie movement in Judaism: It's Hie fresh il These peapls
take clehes and glive them nw menning: the preschers interplet
Hiblical legemds in woye I pever henrd before—but ways that make
songnt A puras trafped i pevcolatry sald in Holly Bprings: "“There
are s0 many bemutiful people among Misslssipsl Negroes; in one
sense, they don't ssem deprlved at all" 8he had, 1 (hinlk, dissovived
that the South is not & four-letier ward as many outsders feel, think-
ing primearcily of the white yacist, The Bouth s Negroes, mostly: i Is
& rure] and small wen people who heven't been maode neurotle by
teshnologleal ane-dimensionalily,

And she went on to say: T wonder what will happen to the
white voluntesrs when they go book to thelr Northern, middle-class
worlds. They may be very depressed.” For the remarkahble truth in,
a grent meny of those who bave been lo Mississippl this summer
nre solrowiful when the time comes to lesve.

—Elizabeth Sutherland




