
(The following is an article written for the u.s. Information Service in 

June 1964 by Miaaieeippi au.-er volunteer Peggy Reilloann. l 

On Au_gust 28, 1963, 1 watch.ed the 111aJ1Y facee and lietened to the aonge 

ot tb,e people who participated in the March on Washington tor Freedom and Jobe . 

I watched them aa we li'!ltened together to the l~everend Martin l..uther King 

and to John Lewia apeak about the signiticance of t ,he Marcb. llut I wae not 

a part of that March; J. was watch.ing it on t eleveiaion tr- a hoepital tor 

crippled children juat outside New York l:ity wh.ere I wae worki,ng u a couneelor. 

A s-11 audience of children and etalf •••here heard the Reverend King 

way that the March waa a geeure and a prooaiee for ue all, and even six-year-

old Mack, the youngest child present, sat before the ecroen faecinated. 

Dr. King's speech was glorious and hopeful , but John Lewis spoke almost 

bitterly or the future . ue waa afraid that the )larch was onfy a, statement 

about t he past with no prooaise tor the f uture. ue said the Ho.rch could 

be aeanillgful only iJ it were ton.owed by constructive action . l'eople had 

to be wiUing not only to ge,ature but al•o to work, and the federal govern111ent 

bad to be wi.lling and able not only to talk with integrationist leadera 

but aleo to take direct action. 

S.c11uae I tboGj!ht that eo -ach ot "..,rican social action baa been eimply 

)reat,W'a and talk and tiec8uaa I had "felt guilty all aUJIII8r about being only 

a paaeive ayapathizer with the civil righta move.ant, 1 was eapeeially ia& 
" 
pressed with John Lewie'a epeeeb . I thought that s,trong teelinp alone were 

uaeleas. I bad already decided that 1 would raise money for the civil 

rigbte move-nt during the winter and that I would work in the 
... 

outh during 

the suaaer of 1964, but on that day 1 was able to foroaulate why I had made 

that dec:iaioll, and I wsa glad. 

No't1 one week tr- the real beginning of oay au-er work, I aa still glad. 

During the paet year I have prepared botb paychologically and materially 

tor what is now this •~er. Moving troa "3 birthplace, New York City, to 
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Portland, Oregon, where J attend Reed c 
o~lege, has changed my attitude 

toward My forMer bo.e . I am no longer quite a New Yorker. I live wherever 

I ... , and tbia a..-er ltiaaiaaippi will be ""Y boone, 

I have alao •ore actively p.repared to~ the au_.r, ALthough I wu 

extremely busy during the past academic year, taking both art and academic 

coursea, 1 did not wait until June to - atart work on the ~lisaisaippi 

Project, Fellow students and I recruited a total ot thirteen Reed students 

for the ~liasiaaippi Proj ect, and together we raised $1300 toward our au11,_r 

support. In May I received ,.y aaaign-.nt and other intor-tion troa CO~"'O. 

School ended and we finished our laet job in preparation tor the sw1111er: we 

l oaded a car with books, clothes, and food to go to Hieaissippi. Ae My 

friend dTove ott i .n that car, I w~~~Lted to get in and go along; another 

~tonth of waiting seemed t oo long. Uut l stil l had June to stay and think 

and wo.nder. 

Now June ia nearly over, ...tal I1ID about to leave, and l aJD worried about 

possible difficulties. We ,..Y be mistrusted by nearly everyone; there is 

l ittle reaaon for Southern Negroea to truat •e , a strange Northern white 

girl, and very good reasons for i>outhern whites to !!!!:truat ae, I run afraid 

that J or other workers •ay be attacked by whites or by "the law," Moat 

ot all I am afraid that the Project will not be a au~cess and that tbe 

naUon and the federal government will still rlliiAin indifferent and largely 

irreaponaible, 

More than !rigbtened, however, I aa reepectful or the move .. nt and proud 

ot ita meabera. I see it ae the first large moveaent in •Y lifetime which 

has managed to avoid a bureaucratic etructure and attitude, It haa chosen 

an inatru•ent--nonviolent action--which ia both expedient and appropriate 

to ita goals. •t is a Vital ao.,ement, having been organized, not by leaders 

who wanted a following , but by individuals who recognized the need tor 

group action. J.ta leaders ~participate directly i n tbe daily and aollleti-• 
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dangerous activities. And thia movement, if aucceeaful, will free not only 

the Nesro people of thia country. Perhaps it w'ill tree ua all of the c<*81on 

assumption that power ia an indication of superiority and that individual 

Uvea and actiona ar.e meaningless and all&all. 
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