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Ole Miss Prof. Hits 
State Voting Barriers 

A , .. ,., ltJif«A ~ .,. Olt ill,., ·~ •uch, It •hould not 1\ave 11\e 
~·I•- ol • If••""' o/IA• 6(;,. •upport ol tht P""Pit- o l Mi.u!•­
•i.,tPJ)4 Cn"'Cil .,.. fl"-m.ct• Rda- 11ppL" Whtn thf' Jf'gblature got 
11 ... •n•g• rl-ltl i>tlo t•- I~< a round to impl•m•nting tho 
.,.J, ,..,.,, •I t~d:•iqw• ¥Mel to new requlrt·m~t ln 1962. a newa 
.~...,.....,,..,. N1,rH1 ia .tliuioorp- report at•t•d that U>e new law• 
,H- TA• 1011<, ~ p,.,,...,. /l01ull •·are intend<CI to make 1l mon 
H. Bo..-t!t, _. tolilkd, "V•Ii•l ddlu:ult lor Ne1-s to regis­
QMj;Jioali•u i• Jliuiorip,H-~ ter." My t-OIIe<tlon of quota-

It I• ha1'd!J neco.uary to In- """' i1 ron01d•ubly Ia r g e r 
/orm a &rOUp IUel\ U tl\is that thAW thu, bul the point Jhould 
the pre.ent voting law• of Mls- be rl•or enough. 
aluippl were Intended to be The rt"i•trahon appllcatlc>n 
d>scrimlnalory. Even ao, there or tc•l drvi•«< by oJJlclals in 
i1 aomo value: in docu:menUna order to mc.ct. the stale's dis­
and aumtnadtlnt¥: the sltuaUon. ~rlrninatur.v r ~(i u' I' ements is 
T)1ue Rquiremenls have their wul'th looking at in aome detail. 
orltln in constitutional amend· Viewed purelY ns a literacy test 
1nent:. whtcll we:re impJemc:nted it Ia ne>t vrry dcmandin&, and • 
by the lesi•lalure In 1955 ond ltflh crodrr •hould be suUici­
JHZ, ond In bolb cases public tntly liuuate to p .. a iL easily. 
o!licla!JI corotully avoided malt- Even lhouah II IJI • poor),y pr,.. 
lng stotementa whlel\ could be par<"<l Utoracy test, II does in· 
uaecl In c:ourt actions as proof elude a number of quut!OD£ 
o! intention to discrlminale. ln whicl\ must hove been interui<CI 
1$$4 Governor While dld aay u booby tropa lor the per$00 
that the amendment would attempt.nc to complet e the 
''tend to maint.ainsegr-e.gation;• torm . Thls Is of p.trticular im­
bulln 19621\.epre-aent•tive port•nt& bfoeau•e \he bw spe· 
Thompson M.Ciellan urced lee- citkally p rob I bIts tublstance 
Jal1tor• \0 avoid a.tlting_ •w. from the roJCidrar or any othe.r 
neceuarr Quert1ons·' about the perK<>n. Even t"on•eienliout of· 
teclolallon In pubuc and thue llcialo v.ould lind it dllftcult to 
wu no debate on the obvlou• prrparo a lorm containing 20 
p u r p o • e of the legt.!atlan In que1tlont whi rh would rai•e no 
e It h e r year. Tbe newspapen doubts In the mind crl the per· 
and the Citizen•' COUilall WON •on ot avcrnKe Uteracy. !t I~ 
Jell dlooreot, arui they were re· obviou• lhnlthe ol·lginal veulon 
lied upon to provide wlla~ver ut the form contain ed $Orne 

explanation the voters may such quo•tlon1, bccau1e the 1962 
have needed. In October 19$-1 ••.r•ton mak&s oome of the 
Robert B. Patterdon Ia reported queatlon• more •pecitic. 
to hne tald at a Citizens' Coun- The • tt-pt to make the ap­
eU meeting, "The amendment , pliratlon tPP4!ar lormldabte be· 
Ia intended oololy to limit Ne,.o ,,n• ".th us l.ttle, ,.-hieh rau­
re,Utralion." The J a ekson lion• thai 11 11 a "SWORN Wrii­
OaUy New a t-Opied a atlltemhlt '"" Appll<allon for Recistn­
by Patterson as an eclllorial, han. • Th~ reJI.,ront I• first 
and ita ator1 on the election re· esk<CI to d••• the application, 
suits carried the head II n e, and a Jlrirt applicatloo of \be 
"COilltltulional Amendment to law would prohtblt him from 
Restrict Negro Votinc Given ron•ullinl a calendar. Hr Is 
Jt-1 Leod at Poll•." Dudng the aalced to 1tate hi• age u well 
aampalsn on the moral el\or- as dale of birth, ancl the lmpll­
acler amendment In 11160 the cnUon ol a>kins both I• U>AI he 
J ~ckson S~ate-Timcs eclitol"lal· might make a mistake in cal­
ltP.d, "Tttia proposed amend- culnllnl! hit nge. There I~ next 
me1tt Ia not olmed at keq>ing a ~erlu of potentially conrtt•ing 
white poople !rom voting, no que>Uoll.ll which ••k about the 
maller how morally c~trupt rojliatrnnl's ortupation, b u • i­
lhey moy be. lt Is an Jlt-diJ- nenneu, and employment. Tbe 
culsP.d attempt to ke~p quall- questions aro not dtlltoull, but 
li<CI Nogroe• !rom voting; tncl many rea.oonably mtelllgent 

people mlsl•t !lnd them conl\ls­
lnc. Alter QUtllion number 7 
ha• uk<CI for plare ot re5i­
dence, quoatJona uka whelber 
the ree!Bitant is an Inhabitant 
of Misawlppl, and the voter 
tOUl<l not be blamed lor woo­
clerinc how be could be a real­
dent without being an Inhabi­
tant. Anolbcr que.Uon wbleh Is 
either foolish or iniUIUng ulco 
by what name a P<'tlon wishos 
to be <all<CI If aomeone ebe in 
lbe ume pnclnct hu the ume 
name. Anyone nO( !em1Uor with 
what II nau.,red by belnc called 
a ••way of life" would be 
ama:.ed to find su<h a question 
in a vO(er registration torm, but 
no one lhould be allrpri&<CI al 
wl\at they lind on a Mlulaalppi 
Corm. Alter the sl.ondord quea· 
Uon ol ronvictlon o! crime• for 
which the constituUon remove• 
the right lb vole, there Is a new 
question whieb a\ks about t'On· 
vict!on ot other crimea, t Jtcept 
11misd~meanora tor traUle vio­
lallorts." Apparentl,y the.e are 
tbe only quoatioo.t 011 the wrlt­
IUI form wlllcb bava any bear­
inc on tho reqW...ment of 1ood 
moral character. Althoual\ the 
reJ:Utrant Ia requlr<CI to demon­
mate that ho Is of "good moral 
character," there II no l hI n 1 
ela in the r•«lsl rallon que•· 
tio111 or oatl\ which !1 directly 
related to moral aha r actor. 
FlnaUy, there are queatlona 18, 
19, and 20, which •·eqlllra copy­
Ing of a d .. l(nated •e<tion o! 
the M!ut .. Jppl ronallwllon, in­
terpre.taUon of tho aectlon, and 
the recJ,stran\'1 undeutandlnc 
ot "the duUu and oblltatlono 
of cili%enahlp under a constitu­
tinnal Conn of covemment ." Al­
tbouP alvin 1 what the 1.•• 
calls ''a re:uonable consbtu· 
tional inlerprebtlon (lbe mun· 
In g)" or any sectlm of the ..,.,. 
atrtolian t'Ould be dltlicult, the 
Registrar lo lik.tl,y to be in d11-
Jicully it he dcmanda anythinl 
other than a • om m on u n 1 e 
meaning or puttln« the 10cllon 
into •omewhal ditlerent words. 
Tile Jlandarda lor what consU­
tut .. \he dutiH of citiunalllp 
arc equaUy va~ue, S(llhe Regls­
lra,r could hardly demand more 
than a 1tntement that tba citi­
zen $1\ould vote, obey the lawa, 
and pay hla taxe•. 
(To 8• C..UioW<4 N•ol w .. l) 
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r4,. ,..,lr, lA• FRE£ PRE.~.'< 
H"WltlfUt't 1'~•rlu,1 pnt1 •I 0 t.ie1 r~ulre the voter to be able 
•Pe~clt. &wtif.lfHI~ .. v.a.,.,, Q"fflft'/1'.. to tx.platn any aecUon of the .. to•• •• Minittip,;.• ~ • JWO· <;on11tt11Uon, to ducrlbe !he ob­
/u .. r •I Ok M..,, Or. R•ur/1 11. liJaiJont ot chlumhop, and to 
B•n<•ll. demon1trate to the Circuit Clerk 

Boloro movinr to an oxom\no. tbat he II o! loOO moral ehar­
Uon or 1ome ol the realurea ot actor. It io clear that these re­
the reaiatration lorm, there 1,. quirem"'!tt "'•re silted ••cuel:r 
t.t'lree generaL pOfnt.s I wouJtl Uke ~r one ltmole re-ason to ~rmil 
"' mab regardmg Miuinippl'o ... e ae,lalrar to apply cli.f!"rent 
YO!mg lawo. ltandanb to dtfferent J>t'OI)lt. 

F1rot, the ,.hole paH"m ol Yet In one way the very vague· 
votlnr roqlllremMlt a.nd of the ntll of the requirements makes 
registraUon torm is ealcuated It e • II e r to challence them. 
to make the proce .. oppear to O..~t the Reciotnrrs ore put on 
the voter <O be a hopeleuly not•~ that tht only. way to de· 
formidable one The pattem 11 termane •tondarcls ,. by com­
..,pJ>O$ed to briaUe with COftl· Par loon ol mony rerlrtraliOJJ 
plexit1e1 wh1eh oulminote in tht forms, they wW be«in to see 
pubUea lion of the world-be vot· ~at they eonnot engoae in ob­
er's name in the Joeal n.e-wspa· Y'JOUI dtscrimfnation end that 
per lor two w"eka. A major pur. they must apply $imUor slond· 
]>O$e ol •It thi.- Ia to 80 over. lrds to o.ll P<'Ople. Furthermo,.. 
whelm the voter that he will they ounnot apply extremely ••· 
not bav• the audllcity • ..., 10 vne standards. or they will loU 
att..mpt registratlaa. 11 e bind whites •• weU as Nerroes. This 
this approoch Ia auppotoad to be means that there ia • sort of 
-aod all too - ;-.. coli..,_ I o g I c In Lhe •ltuation w h 1 c b 
tlon of luro that aom- will letiila to m~e U. .. e vogue and 
thaJJe-n1e the voter'• m 0 r a 1 l~gedly . .!ilru:' standards fail in 
eharactet. that he may be pros• lhtnr mal!~ purpose, di$Crimina. 
I!Cilted (or perjury, or that he lory. rec••tr~tl<>n ot votero. 
may be tub.leeted 10 economic Agatn •• w1th th• for.,t point 
or oth('r pr~ssurea if he at though, tbo1e agoin:~ol whom 
tempts to regiater. 'n>ou who I he diserlmlnolion I• direoled 
have for years controlled atate must be wllllnc to make that 
pohtiC'S assume that UW: fear lnp to the CJ!'<'Wt Clerk'• o:Uiee. 
wUJ. be a power 1 u 1 weapon anci they must ols~ be wlllin!f to 
aramst voter rea.ialration, yel go to. ·~urt. In CQ!<4 or obvrOUI 
lh• plain t:aet ,, that it is by dJ.Scrtmmation. Smce> the indi· 
hr the moot vuh!erable of their vldU«J dtlun lack.> rosourcea, 
delenses AJ I will explain In de· t~ore must abo be lotral 81· 
loU later. the aruwu 10 thiB Sllta.nce lor 111m 1n the lor.m or 
weapon i• for potential!¥ quaJ1• <lVII riChu oraaninttons and 
!led voten to lum the tact$ the leral •tal! of th• Depaot 
about regiltration arut then to ment of J Ulitlct AIS theae vot1111 
pay a vbit to tht:ir Cjrcuit rtquitconU!!nts art' subjected to 
Clerk. The anawt'r liu in will· mor~ and more chaJt~n(~. we 
ingneu, number•, and intorma- W1ll •er lhat atandurda w.hu~h 
tlon. were •uppo.ed lo be both strict 

ments is lelt to one olhcrol the 
Circuit Clerk. Much as any lnd!· 
vidual olli<lal might be In favor 
of dh>crimanation, ~ wiJI t~nd to 
!(row weary or delendlng MiS· 
Siltlppi'o way Of l[le day alter 
day . He Is lht one wbo must 
talk to a comp.Jlantng citlxcn. 
_perhaps PVt"n an •• .. nr-ttv" nnP 

He iJ the one who m u 5 t 
~o to court and dectcfe whether 
h.P will r1•k ~ tonternpt (itat1on. 
!l ja II .sentence. or even the uJ­
IImote d••••datlon ot havinc­
hJ.t dullc:$ t01ken over by a feel­
er• I ··~girtr a r appointed by a 
Unite-d State~ co01·• As more 
:o\eqr<H!S appear 10 regi5ter. •• 
moo·e .rar men photograph the 
a·eC'Ot'di:i. and Ets more ca•~• ao 
to cou• t. U••~e otfirials may de. 
clde that it "oukt be mueh e~s~ 
n~r to appl,y ftair ond mmimum 
•tandards. After all, mon ol 
the-,e orliciob knollf th11t lhere 
a.s rf'ally no demandmr set of 
il.t~ndot l'd.s whlch cun be fairly 
ttpptitod on "'Ut:h --matt~rT-a"S" eon 
.. ututlona.J undentandmg, dutleo 
ol t"lhzensh1p and moral char. 
acter. They may even wonder 
..., h, it i ... 1h&u BUJ Slmmon.J nev­
er ho" to &O lo tt'tUl t In lh•s con­
nec~Jun il i¥ woa·th quotuig what 
u. a~ lfaid ln 195$ by I he mgn who 
,. . ., then J>re•tdent ol the MJs. 
.4 1Sl>IPP• C1rcu,l Clerk&' Anot•O!I· 
tlon, Rubel Phllhp•. I.o oom. 
pIa 1 n In g obout <he bu•den 
placed by tht new l•w on c•r· 
~uit c I c: r k •· be ••td, " Many 
l'lcrka~ feel the l aw is di~crlmina. 
tory and that a burden is placed 
on them to d1..tn:nch•se many 
penon.s who have been votang 
Cor years. • Lll wycr.s with 
le~ than 10 Ytars of e)(J)entnce 
probubly wouldn't be a.ble to 
cmswer Lhe querHons properly .• , 
Although Rubel Phllbps did n()t 
t.ay 1t an so menJ" words, he un­
dersh>od what the plain !act 
wlu tbat t.he stat~ simply 
could not devise a system that 
would rorevtr keep N e g roe • 
from vonng 

A second i . and d.i cnminatory wiiJ 1ncree •• 
mportant pomt " ingly r111 to !>* IOJther 

that the Ill' provldu no clear My third genera!Jratlon 18 thot 
or meanlnrful otandardt tor lta both or the p1·.viOWI points art 
hichl1 C • Dora I requlremmts ....Worctd by the tact that th~ 
1beM DOW famW_ar IMUali• e:nlorcetntor. of voti.nC require' 

·- Student Nonvlolt-nt Coordtm.rtnt Commtcr:t-e 
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