
JilL iOOiggU Of IAClSM by Michael HarrlngtoD 
(Reprtoted with pera£eeloa 
from C MIINiel &oil the 
July 7, 1961 ieeue) 

lf all the dtecrilliaetory lfta in tbe Vatted Statee wre f=dteoly . 
repealed, race woald etUl r81181n one of the molt prellill8 -1 aod 
poU.tleal probl- in the utlon. 

lfasroae to thte counuy are not eilllply the victf.JU of a eeriee •r tnlqaitoae 
etatutee. The American ec0110a1y , the A.ertcan eoeiety, the Allladc:eo unc:oo• 
ec:ioue are all rac:1et, lf euddenly a ll the lawe were framed to prcwlde 
equl opportanitlee, a maj,rlty of the llo!groee 110ulcl not be able to take 
full advantage of the c:baoge, Thera would etlll be the vut, dleat, aDd 
autOIIIAtlc eyet- dlrec:tecl agalnat Mn aDd -n of color , ror to belong 
to • racial minorlty le to be poor, eod poor to a epactal vay. lt te to 
live vi thin a vtdolle circle of poverty which; bu belin inatltuUoulf.ud 
for vell owr a century, Legislation vbleh aagregatu buaae or lunch 
countare la ooly part of thia proc:ese. 

s- opttaletlc people clo not underetand how deeply reel• 11 eetablllbed 
in ... ric:an life, Civen time, t hey argue , theae people will riee la the 
eoc:iety like the lrleh, the Jeve, the lta liane end all the reet, Jut thie 
aotioa aieeee two dec:iehe fac:te: that the Negro 11 colored, aDd 110 otbar 
group in the Ullited Statee bae ever really faced t hte probla•; that the 
Negro of today 11 eo i~aterul •.llligrant who vUl face ract• wherever he 
.,vea, who canDOt leave bb cipprealion behind lUra a Czar or a potato 
famiae, To be eqaaJ, the Negro r eqatree eomethtag ~b more profoeud .tb.an·· 
a way "into" the eoetety; be -d• a treufor:.tlon of •- of the belie 
inetitutlou of tbe eoetety. 

Pel'hape the eiiiPleat vay to point up the ract• of the Mlartcu ecoaary le 
to recall a etraop caaa of jubUatf.oo. Late ia 1960, the Depermeat of 
Labor ileaecl a etacly, ''The loonomlc Situation of Begro11 111 the Ullited 
Stetee." lt aoted tbat ia 1939. 11011-white vodun:e .. 1'1184. oo the average, 
foJ'ty.oae per ceat u -h u vhltee; end that by 19~, tbet.r ngee bed 
c:ltmhed to fifty•eigbt per cent of thole of vbltee. lOt e little elatioa 
areeted tbil etmoaac._Dt, witb •- edltorialt.lite eitt.IIS tbeaa etectettce 
ae t.odicetiaa that elow eod eteady progreee -• bet.aa .ada. (At tbia te~. 
t he ll!esro would reach padty dth the w111 u IQIIO tfllla vall paet the yeer 
201'l0.) 

To hegin trltb, the ff.tttJt"'B ve~e liln!III!'Ah.'l t. !m'!'3 "t)t:i~IIU~ t h8n !:h'!! t:ttiiHr.y. 
P,.·tt ,,;: l:h<!. ~e~·.;. r,c;.i'::t re~.:.coto-i >:M ~~~~h -'it l'W61 N~s•,y,,, I.e. t;.J.l:ina , ac.ct 
loothera Negroee to the llorth, ln ~heoe caeaa1 • tla paople ldVOlved 
tDCreeeed thet.r tac:o.e by sotaa tato a •n proapenu aaetloa of the 
econccy u e Vbole. lat vlt1d.o eecb ana • lorthel'D ctty, louthera city, 
egrleult111'8, • their nlative polttion r-11184 tbe ,_., at the bottoa. 
Pert of the aale, theft, V81 the reaalt of eca •• aaosrepby rather than 
of the wrtllllle of tbe eociety. !bee tekl.ll& a depreeetoe year (1939) u 
a baaa 8lld coqariDS it to e year of receuioft (1958) aleo teaded to 
exaggerate the advance, for lesroae ta 1939 van particularly victillla4141. 
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hltbe~ illfoi'tut UJ*:t of tbll ,n ... 1 .. WI olllcar:.-J bJ t~ -.uptq 
c 11•riMD ..-t e4itmalt:a~ !.l!lllh becet.n : be 19J9 ftaun• ad theM 
of ltJI. · ..._ tile D~~::!'lolaOlt of Labt>~ f tts•Jfta t~elvu iadksta that 
tile -lee p~ WIJ llllde durlQS lli)rld Wer r.! ·;~bs ~ ..u~sf!e 'fl'OII 19!9 to 
1947 -. f~ 4"1.4 per c•t fro ~o:oo st11,. to ~ · •• ~ ~r .;:F.D~o . ) lu tbe 
po&twu pefj.o4, the ~•t• of &iV&'IICe dc:.ed lt,.a by · C.. tb,da. •nMH, 
-.t •I ~ .,t, .. • _. bsa'!!t! l'ipOII fJ~• for •a"'! •o. llbn tbe 
.... l,lr,! Wfl •• ,. Gd, OQlo ta'.:.ea £. m-~lr.t\ ~~~ly ~DD,.I fn.. t"- ~ft'ellt 
Popa~ua a.,oru, l:e~eo 1:•• ~r.r.NL s : i)ftr c~l!.: .,f .,'!J!t s faldly ~
io 1947.~ .57 flU cent ln !.~~2 a..1d thea d'!.:.i.i.Ded bee« tp the 191t7 le\•ID 
by ltDf 

. '. I , 

Bat •~ ~tbollt ~·• '!\JC~~!!·ic/it:.-•;:;~, · l~:~ f ::-:t ~;!' 3':1\=:: 'l:::tr.Jp,l':; t ba t tba 
U..t.tecl Stat u r.alld ~~ f:~IIC' ::•1eicl·.,t~li !." tbfll £"':1: ~~ .. ~ 1'13gt..'O worllen 
bad N&Cbed S8 ~\:' e•~ oi 'Jft&; ~ ::•. ~ -'r.·?-'• :;e,~~ ~e, ·~rb1t~ 'lr•JN'IM. 
Anct ~b.ur~ttoo l .J ~-~!y t:z:..~-::.v: · t '~· ... n"' .-.~ s~ll"n:..:!;f\ of~-
Ainu·ic:li.D •ICCI.'Ii.-y•· . . 

' 
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Unless something basic is done. the situation will reproduce itself 
for years to co~. 

Tnke . as an nxl!mp l e , t h'!l probl '!lms of automat:L')n, This has caused 
" atractur ul" unem~iay:n~ut tht:\mgbout t:he A:'Jerican WQrk force, i .e, 
jobs havt: been t!ul:r;;:oyP.d and oct just l:e111POt:adl y ~>uapended , When 
t h1.o l:ez:l['•:ms • the blew fa Uo di S!_)l.'Q!JOrt:i.<rnately upon the Negr.,, As 
t be l ast s i gnificnut g n •cy to eut:er t he f ac tory, the Negroes have 
lt\W cer.iorHy \if th2y a ·ce lucky eMcgh to be i n union <>ccu!_)atio~) '. 
and t b<a)l a r e l aB off first, t.s one Clf the !.ea6t skf.ll~Jd groups in the 
wcrk fu't'ce. the.y will have thg her•.leet t.it.1s getting another job. The 
"o lder" Negr o (tha~ i£1, abo·;e !.;.rty) uHl c~rtLd.l',ly never fin:! euother 
job a~ good , and he may well !le co~1demned tu •job ir.stability for the 
rest of ld.o life , 

All of this is i.'lltlec\1ate a !l:! automat:ic . 1-: is doue withcut t he intor• 
ven::ion ·Of a ai'ngle ra,::tr.t; yet it is a pr.ofound part of rac:i."'Jll in t he 
Uni to1 St~tt~s . !n the long r o!\0 t.we,•e:: , aut=ti.:>n wUl !fOSe au e•Ten 
large~· !,r.ob l!!m, '.Che new et:ru~ t:•-:.c of Am:>.r,,t!C.L\ i uclu:ltey is d~iog ecl~~>Y 

w1. ~!l ce:u'l• sltH led jntls an<! d! v:l.;!r~ toP. loll>r!:ers iut<> volar g:-cups : the 
M.&hly ~>k:!. lled technic:lam•, : he ut:ckU.led s••e~pers sr.d janitors, the lotor• 
[Jl'id w;>rket~ of va:rit•u'l fle~-vi.~~ 1.t~bctr.ios , Cba ut:amployed. At t his 
part:iculi'\!C p.;!.nt: l n t.I.';.C\ , t:he d'!fl.C l.~~cy in e!:ill ,and eCtJ::Iitf.vC Which 
Am~::: ~cau !Ja:.~ i;a:_?oRe:l u~ma the Nef:l·o be:~.(>t:lea a eped.al bu::ceu. It means , 
in a:lrue ca sea, wi.~>t.ng c ut the ga:i.ns melee by sami··skHled workers i n 
mass production iudustries. Gener.'llly , it pt:i.r.ts t o-.,llY.d the concentration 
o f Negroes i n even l c.we;: Silctors of the ec:OilOtey, 

MUch of this is "autCin!'.U .c", that i e th~ C!>'!I:P.qnence of an e·c~ic 
str.~ture which has ~b~orbcd the conGeGU~nc~s of racism &~d thereby 
t\1'.!-rtG the ~lc:g:o t-'hethe~ t ller.e 1a r-t~Hce or not. R:,~te'IQO: f tt1t~l'e 11 
another a.sp'!lc t of t he sf.cuatt ' n whic h d~s involve consc1'3us r llcism, 
I n l ?f•O , acc.ordf.ng to the r(:pl)tt c.f F.ert ... rt IJLU , 4b<Jr Sec•eury o f t he 
National Assnci!'ltion for thO!! P..•.bauc~raetlt of Cu::.or.ed l'e:lpie0 Neg1:oaa 
111ada up only l, o? po'l: CP.l'l!: of ths total lltll<·b·l!.' of a pp1·enl;i ces in the 
eccncmy. ( 'l'he e;<ac t f~b'l::'e c.ff.~~e,~ l;y H!.U. l1119 l-ee'l dtl..puted; the • 
sh.x:Hng feet •Ahich he dE<a·~rt!;.ea i.s att.o:··~t! tt';'l:lll by eve=yo1)0,) 'In abort. 
Negroes wer e be ing t'.c r.!ed the poss:..!;J.hty of chaugi~g tboir plight, 

The I!Ull!l cause of thia proble111 is t:he at:t.itl!~t:.> of l!lllll!'.gol'!lent, which 
f undamentally de t e:::m.tnes h.'\ ring poHcy. l1·11: ;.n the case of apprentice• 
ship programs, the labor m.::ver.1cmt and t he l'cdcral and s tate agencies involved 
also bear pert o f the responsibility. The exact assignment of bl~e has 
been a controversial s•.1bjoc t r ecently, yet no one bas r eally questioned 
t he e x:Ls·tence of a problem of tremendous magnitude and consequence. 
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Thull Ne~a 1n the Unit~d !31$atea.a re .co~centrate.d 1n lov lJ8ying Jobs, 
i n noll•unlon j ob~; , in jcbs without s~nicrity. Hh~;-e t~y ~ ·union 
meli~ra, tMy have 10'• seniority. They suffer disc1•imination in both 
hi ring and firin~, a~d tl~~y tend to be (!N'Jped 1Jl p'ccupations which are 
peculiP..rly v-.1loor.ablc to uoei!IPJ.oyr~~>mt (:l.n tl.!e current recession, t)le Negro 
un~:nplcy.:ner:.t rata is ove:t> foo-:1..een per cent, i.e. about twice that of 
whi:tcs) . Al:d they are not oo~:;ro-.d.ng the p-r·::lme victims of the revolution 
in tcc!moJ.ogy t 3l:i ng place b the United etates •. 

' . 
These facts shoul d make it possible to define the peculiar characteristics 
of Negr? y overty, itll special rJ:I oerable pl.a-:-.e in tl.le gell.1!:·al A!llcrican 
culture of pove1ty, Tha Negt"o f 5.nds timaeJ.i' in tbi a plight bec&use of 
what h'ls been done to hil!t t l:!rm.lgl't>)Ut .Amar!<'.an hi11tory: . he has reen 
s:,rste!llatically prepared. for t al.!:!l'lg t~ lG"Iiest pos!.tion within the economy. 
In this co:ntaxt, the pact ~re i.£$htl upon the )1\egr., :pre&;lnt. Bv.t at the same 
t ime , the Ne~o al:-rivea at t h:l.s ii,!!.Pfil:l:.;, at a part.ieulil.r tilDe in American 
history; not, as WI!S the case f or the great. :!.mmigrant wa~es, c1.uring a peri od 
of move."llen·l; west , of growth and c~n<:icn 'but. ro•;oor when grO".n;b rat.es are 
slackening, when autcmat,l.on is cl.:a~rcy~.;.~ the r.:ecbnnimn whereby a man could 
gncl'..tul1:,r work his way up tl:Je eld11 luddt:r e' •en if he lacked educai;ion. 
In this context, the prAs~nt we:1.glls Ul-'<'0 the Nee:·o future . ):f '!.he "automatic" 
t r ends ere lett to tb~ll'.S".!l"eo, Am3:'ican indl.;;;try will co!'ltinue to prod11ce 
racis~ a s 'a ·basic commodity. 

I t 1-fOUJ.d, hmrever, be a roistalte to reoace ·the pliGht of' th."l negro to ''a 
con!lequence of ·the ·vorkings· of uncQOlGciou~· ec;,,nomic la't"S• ~ atti tudes 
and pre~udices of. ' American So~iety reinforce th~ tendency to 'keep the' Negro 
a~ t !:lc .bottom of t~ or.':'tpati<:lnal stn\c'I.-..~.'C . ~d t~ f eet. t~<it ~:Ne(5I'oes 
bnva the worst .:lQlJs, tbe 'lo<rest .i<:lcomeil, . tbe· mQ3t miaera'bJ.e neJ.gbbor hoods, 
in turn reinforces r11c~.&t o+.tJ.tl:d-:.a. !t c:pnf;t.('IIIB al.t of the ste:re01$~& : 
that Neg_roes are lazy, incrt':lcj,enc, :.-tupid, . an.d· ~o f'ortb . .. tfc} only ·~re 
t~Ge peor l.e held down, a ma.1or1t.y of' t;t.eN at J.cvel.s well 'Pelow any 
standard of' decency, they ere tho;:n reviled for · being where ''a~iety ~t them. 

Perhaps the ea&ieot way t-:J l)ill.l>Oint t~ efff'ct of a non~nutr.111R·tic and 
consci'or!s z-acism is to .SCb •..thet l.appt~DP. 1rben a 'Negro does aet an ed::eation 
and bce;i.ns to r~ove up w1~1..1.u l;he E:C(~:lO!JJY t;,)rl:n, Son+.h, .&as:t., and Wast, the 
pattel'n io tbe &'Ill\'! : New oes. ara paid J.eo~· t :J.an 'lihiteil wlth the same 
educatio::llj. l backilru:m:l; · ar.d the more E.>duca+.ed a l!es;ro, the more 'be is dis~ 
crminat ed e.gailmt in this :rtt1'rd, ll~m.:ln !'.U~:}r , ore of tb., best known 
autil::>r!tiea on iDC<JIIle stat~st.i~s lll.ls co:nP\.lt!c.d ;that the ll'bite Soutbern college 
gnduate ·re~eives 1.85. t'imes the comr.en~;at:l.-:ln of his ·rregro counterpart; and 
in the No1th, the white edge :!.G 1.59. Tbis kind of situation i s the result 
of somethi'cg more than au·tOillati c laws of' t he rn.s:cket , for it demonstrates 
t bat tbe N.:lgro is paid lese even ~hen he bns tba skill, and that this aspect 
of diccriml..tustion increases as he becOCies educated. 

Indeed, the office is one of' the ~~Afl::. :::·oh:tern areas in the system of dis
cri:n:i.t'llltion. Office wc:ck is r e(i\!lrded as :no:-e persoool, m:1re social tha.n 
t he factory. To at least some cf tbe ~ople inv.:>lved, integrated wo~k.iDg 
verges on the inteGI"St.i..,n of the ne:!gbboruood or tbe home , anu it is resisted 
mightily. The re!J:llt 11. t ::..'lt N<;gt·O'~B are cut otiC f r "1l' e.dvn•.1ce:aent iDto the 
better paying, hi gher st!'l t~s jobs by a vall of t:eu.~n.ec.t aud white··collar 
prejudice . (In 1960, a:!J:lost a thi!'d of vhite women were in thP office; the 
figure o£ Uegro women vas 8. 9 pel"" cent.) 
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'ftd.fi iiOcia1. 1"0"P.i.«m tinda ite Cl.An:lc we•e1en1 ot· eearee, iD ·tbe . 
ghl!·tto. ' AD a reilult of the- eegreption ot' nci·~rhoods1 it ie· poelible 
for a city l1ke l'W# Yo:rlt to liave a :p~bUc policy 1D tavor ot 1Dtegration, 
and ~ to a1.llti\1D a eyci;f'.m of ef1'<!ct:iwe segregation. !n the mic!-tif't:Les, 
ror e:XS!ri'le 1 Nov Ynz•k public school. B)"Gtam t<Y.tk a look at i'teelt, dividing 
the schoOls into GM>(p X vi\;b a high coll.-:ent:rat.ion .ot l'fegreoe 9r F11orto · 
R!c~a, enr! G~ Y wheN 1:1:a Negro and ~o Biean po~.&t1.on vas leso 
than ten po!: ce!lt et tb.e · fl"'oofll~Ut oodyo ~;y· found tbat the X schools Which 
Negroes attended wel'e ol.der and leaa adeqw1te 1 had~ probationary and 
substitute teachero, more clssses for retarded· ehildren and fewr tar 
br1S}l't ptq~Ua.. 'Diis aituation bad developed ~ti:nn tbs 1'rame'l!l;)rk ot' a 
lQblic, legal CCIIIDit.mant t o i trl;c(j.tated eibcal•1on (acme step~ have been 
taken to remedy this aituation, but i-t is atill basiC'.al.:ly the . aerie.) 

But the other Sl"Wps in the U;Uted States live 1n ghettoes llhl!n. they first 
came. I an•t this :WirJ?lY a .n.'lllrtiili'On cf the :pattex;n vbicll qutained for t.he 
Irish, Jevs, Italiano•, a:1d. the other? 'l'l:le en.n·mcrJs Mrterence here is one 
ot vteibillt.y. b · talented and ad•mu.t;.n:c.us vh'lte ~grant cou.'td establiSh 
a sto..-e out aide ot the ghett:>, co-ald gat a better. Job out aida ot'. the ghetto 1 
evel\ttll,1lly Could 1'183 1D a pl"Of(ll!3iO~ O\ltai&J rJl tbe ghetto and then IU)Veo 
But' too Negro takes the &1£111 ot -tne. ehe·tto vith h11ll werever be ggea: · 
like tbe Jev un~r l'll':.z' Bl1l 'IJI)a:-J.Dg a s ·:;o.r of David, he is alvaya iclentiflnble, 
he W1l.l alomys excite 1dlat p:rejad.i.ce th<r.ro is. 

'l!iifi becomes more ot a prob!.em the higher up ~ the. econauy erne moves_. The 
br1gllt son of an iDmigrant f'am11;y vh? got an ecll•Je;~ion coulci ~gin to move 
in the aoeiety at :!Jlrge. lle CClllJl be an 3:riah lawyer, or a Jevlsh doctor 
and tiave Vh1te1 Al:!sJ,o-Ba:xon Pr?teJtant cl1ellts and pati,ents. n11t1 cutsi.de 
of ·gov-ernmont oer.vice and a · fe-.t othor areas, the Nes;ro pl'Ofesaional ii 
contined to the 'llegro vcrld. Even ,.ilen tbere is success,. raciarl 11mits 1,t. 

' ' 
All ot this bas bed a profound effect upon the Negro psycbolpgy. 5aDe . 
theorists believe that Negros" bave a lmn:tr J..'!vel. of aspiration, of ambition, 
than whites becauee ot their pn.,1.tlon in t.he eccnQIIIy and i n tho SOL'iety. 
Bu~ ;1n a stucy of the .~ YoTk Stqte Ct-.!!U'I11!o:.to.'l Against mecr1lll1.nl't.1on1 a n 
even IIIClre ocri.,.ls ei~at;:t,.,n 'lffiD dr.s~l'!'t~d: ~;}e tit ~·hioil llegl'o 'children bad 
mol'e a6piration than White~ :f'r.:m t lloa Gt\l:.e ill~me level - but less ot a 
chance to hlf111 th!ir ambition. 

In this s'tudy, Aaron Antonqvalcy and Melvin Lerner described the result as 
"a pe.tholc:;81cal cond1t1on .. . 1n our oo~!flty." ~·.':19 Negro chUd, cani ng frail a 
tam1l;y structure, \IBS toreed t.) reject t be parents, and to put torth nev 
and different goals fr# h1111selt. At the same tinle as the level ot aspiration 
\188 thus higher than that of the White c.'lil.d .•an (wo wuld teel the bitterness 
ot their me.terial poverty less, siDce it Wl!.s not mixed with the degndation 
of racicsm) 1 their ambitions were much IDOl'e \Ulrealistic, tar they continued 
to live in eoeent1al.l.y the sa;ne world as their parents. 

In a ll!enae 1 there is a symmetry 1D the soeial impact ot i'acl.11111 1D the T.1nited 
States. White American keeps t he Negro dolm1 aud then usae the fact that 
the Negr-o is on the bottQil ot the pile as an areument for keeping him t here 1 
as a det1nit1on of vbat tbe Negro naturally is. On the one hand, the Nes;ro 
is enough of an American to part1~pate 1n the cult of success and of 
advancement believing that be should rlae 1n the l!oeiety like everyone else. 
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On t~e otoor band, tHe Ne~ ie Jlot ell':'Ueh c,r ·an Aml!l"ice.n (bf!C'a\i• the 1dd.tee 
will ur.t.:' let him be) te p:~o:t.'~j oi;Pe.t-e i <"!. the :re e:t vf fi..!'..:.::eeB ax.d a d.vanc.:=nt 
i n pl'l)llo.rtion to h{s lllntoera. ¥.1.-ejudica and br;~d t:ron the 11h!t es join with 
il::Ipoas:!.bl!! ~mbit!.on R::ld di&.!.lluftl.oa b':l!l!. m."l!ly :r-:ee!'ooB and togeo~her t ll'!!Y create 
a :r;s:r-!l'll ogy .c.r rac1:1lC!.,_a eucietf of rao!a:1, e'V9n. 'When all the statutes say 
very ni:e t cingn. 

This whr.ll'!! pi'or:e::s· o~ eco.•m:~:l.c end soe-'...al di6c:r:bn.1l'.lat'!.on is 8 v1.::1.01G circle 
(tile c.:Jn.~ept of "!"•!'lc vi-.::tuaa oi:a.-r.le wne, o:ri~.n&~ly r>ut f'o:rtr?.rd i.n t!l:ts field 
by Gl=r ~t'rdalJ. In the latrt: ' ~rte;.- or tt.e nlne';cct:i;h cent\'..:7 1 racist 
J.s.\73 pla:fed an ilapo:>:i;nnt pert ir1 ef\'~abliubi!lg t.b.i.s ~ttem by efi'ccti vely 
nullify.Lng ·the f!lln!l~'t!41+.o>:ry pntent:tal ot t!le Ci•r:t.l \ixr.. Tooo:r 1 al!,oet a 
cent\:ry l.'lte'l' 1 the .i,alre; are a to!!.ll. part of tho Pl"Jb:!.e1111 and t ho pattorn hae 
beomo in~~itutiona~ze~. 

All of t~t" can be e;;:;J?re&eed qt1ite s:L~ly: that A:ler:l.t'a Ml>~ ci'II':"'C~d •B ... 
particult.:;· tina of pove::-ty to1: it~ ncJ.s.l min.'l:rit:Les, t hat it wi!l not let 
t hem nt?:: " Tilis i:ll.{lVv~:i'inil!.!l~::~t l::.'oe~1J: an :!.~~b:I.J.ity t'> talta ae:.'Bntag'! of tbe · 
oppo!"'.\lnities of t~ Bl)c1.et.7, evt;n '4':~~., t !ley d:) ~-.1n up: If thi~ oH;u'lt:!.on 
13 t!l oo .:,':langed1 it ,.,:.u b:;, t'J.c ::ea.e.<.: o~ a ~v:. :; rdv~ sh'l.ft-:l.n :pUbl:lc pol:l.oy. 
That is t!le only f,;~ce stro:.~g enCl'llf.il '.-o &:el '\ot:!.-~b tirl.s cJI:Plex situ!l·t:ton. . . 
cnc2 :t:: is :reai.i:ed t~t t he x;rob~-"lm of th~ N-?.~ is the p't':)blt-.rn of :tD.stitution
al'!.::cd :povel"l;y 1 u.~ tile :rata r:f th.':l il<:~~ :!.1.1 :il'-'!:>t,!'i~!"oly m.l.xsd ldth t!le fate 
of the poor geuo-:::a1.1.;t. If 1 ftJr ins"'.ru;~ 1 t !ie oc..<:n dill of .!lme:t'i':llln housing were 
rea lly challe~d, tllat could have an C."lJ.!li!Ot1t! :l:..'IJSct upo;~. th1.a •!b.ule p:roHsm. 
M:I.GE':l-ab:'..a h o\loillg ia probably the l.ar~~s'.; si~:&le pr-Jbl~~ of the ~,or generally, 
the fo~ce that cn:ateo and recl<eates povarty in genorat'Lon aftel' generation. 
Sba:-1Dg ~h!s pl.i.l];l:rt wit~ allp'Jor Pf~"!?l'~ • "t;lJe Fa~ adds to it tba indignity ot 
the gbe•.;to. If tile:re ws a p.\ol:!.c hou~.l.ns J!:t-og:oom which built the vallle of 
in•~egrat1on into it11 vork, 11' :l.t Wl't) d'l~:Lcl.c<i that tba g'!:!etto w.s to be eradi
eated_fr<:.m the cities of Am_e-":'lca, i t w..:ld mt•an mo:r.e t!Ja:l decent hoUsing fez the 
Negro. It voul d m~ a tro01tal ailuaul~ o•1 ou:! of the pr1Dle i!lCc1!a!l• ams ot 
racism in Allier:!. can Soc.:!.ety. 

On the ,lob, the ~H,lati.::n 13 lle:tb.t':ps ov':lu u-o:ro <i!f.r.!.'::'llt: 'l'he Ne gre is the 
m~Gt inj· ~r~d v-lc:i;iln o:: au·i;~·!.i;bn ~ t~.G !hgro '· ty,;Y.~" ot' Job is being da~royed 
at a mucb faste.r ro·te ti:la."l t !l.?:;e ::.n vl::·.·~ll '!ii):r!.lie 'O'OJ."kera a:rs concentrated. To 
deal witll the vho~ p.I.'<Jble:a :!.~ {!O:!.ng ·~o r .ag; .. tre an enozm~.1s go\·er!llllimtal etfort, 
one which will i::.;:llu~ :f'unds tor r~~r<.~Jli.ng, :!:'<1!':' a d11'f'e.c.en:t; type ot educati=~ 
system, and for scmo kind (Yf pls•ul!ug of 1nduiil;ria.l growth and location. 

In a sense 1 this teclmologl.cal.. crl.ro.a l'l~f'P-rs .AmP.rlca a Ullique owortun1 ty. 
For 1f the na·tion wero to attack the .P:r.:.bl.ern as a 'Whole, 1t it vere to deal 
with st:ructural un~loymont 1 it could at t:O.o IIQQ.~ time cbane,e tile position 
of tho fl.:lgro vlth:!.n tllo eccnOI!IY• A:Jy ~rlO:lS pr~ a:L.,.ed at providing dis~ 
pla ced w=:~rkers '1-rith skill and ?T'Yorl.u'l:!.ty will auto:z:at ically heJ.p the Negro 
aa a Hes;:o, it it doeo not contsin :r.a·~:..st fe<~·~urea. T!l.e author:f.ty to act 
a gainst d1ec:rblirll!.t1 on 1n g.;~vel'!l!llcntol a!\d g:>~rernment-reJ.!it.3d en:pJ.oyme.!lt already 
e:d.&ts. If it is ccu~ed v.Lth c:. i>.rogr&E to deal vith the conseq~!lllces ~f 
autOD:a'tion 1 the aocie.l (!'lin w~uld 'Le ellO,fl!l._o;us . 
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Yet 1 one von~rs. Bo~u1ing and aut01118t ion are tvo of the most 
crucial and cont.:.•oversial problems of Amer ican soeiety generally. 
As they ~c~ !'!ore and more obvious in the late fift~.es, 
ro;~eistan·~e tr. tht.' effort requir~d to deal with them increaeed. 
Tb.e fOl'.les of' conservatJsm po·epnred for a bitter fight . Polit!cally, 
t llc I~lll3l'O is a ll!i.."!!rity an:i ctmFleQ~'!ntly incapable of p.ttting across 
t heoo prog!'atn!l OI• h1.a ova, Hi e fe;i;e 1 a a eo of'ven happens i ll this 
n&tio:l of prc;.fovnd "unoffifial" rociBI!I1 depends largel,y on what 
t he white folks do, 

If 1 as is quite posoi!lle, A!D'!!rica refuuea to dee.l wit.h the eoc:l.al 
evU.s of st rut:t\trnl ur..err:plcyroE.nt antl 1'11serablc hons5ng, it will 
at t'a:~ ealll9 time hew re:l'ar..:•il to doal with the p-:<Cblc:!l of race, 
'Ib.~re will be spel:l<iliel'l r.n equnl:!ty, thel'e will be good Cou:-t 
dedsions , anci :.he UniteJ. Slates wal move t o•ard a cona-t;i'tutional 
definition of Hr;elf as completely e(l,Sl.ite.Y.'ian, Tb.e Negro, from 
wHh!n his vorld of double pCIIerty (fll.'JOst a s if t .here we:t"e a 
raoo cla&s ecnd.amne!\ to 'Je pr>O:.•j w:n wa-ecl1 a ll this bittorly. 
There vill be ocea:..io:aal ce~~·on.i;ior.H • :J;~?rhap;; the nP.xt one vill 
be called. in t".feuty yeer.s vhe:1 ·t;he Negro nza.ra seventy per cent 
of 'the white wage leve l , Bo.lt no.,l:;.ing basic will have changed, 

COil..'.: - Cong:;:oeM of Racial Equality 
~:3 l '.at·;: :&:1~1 , Nev York 38, Nev York 
oo~~landt 'l 6~(0 
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