WA'l'S REPORTS Ylednesday, February 101 1965
SELMA, ALA .

STllDENT ARRJ'STS AND BEAI'INQS FOOLaV COURTHOUSE DEMONSTRATIONS

This morniilg, about J00·400 students from i.:he Keith BS iil Orville, a small
town omt.rinlw 16 miles outside Selma, and ~he Hazen·ll'arrell HS, also out in
the ~ounty, l'lere <valkin~ot to Selma to participate in a march on the courthouse,
SomeVlhere on the road outside of town 1 they were stopped by Sheriff Clark and
his men, The kids ran away, through the bouse and barn, and through the fields
brlongiilg to a Mrs . Rosie Moore. The sheriff's men came up onto her porch and
demanded to go into her house to search, threateniilg to use teqr gas . She
refused to let them enter, so they-broke her door dovrn without a search warNnt
and tore up the place. SNCC atl:f.'f worker Frank Soracco from San Francisco
came out to investigate, rJhile he was talld.nP. to a posseman, the possell!Bn
sprayed tear gas at him. The gas got illto his eyes, but he is ·a 'll right now .
The kids were told by the possemen to go,back to school, One of the school
kids said he overheard his principal calliilg up the sheri.fi' that morniilg .
At J pm that afternoon, 175 students, sODle .from Selma University, and some
from the local high school, 'Went to the courthouse. They were met ther~ by
Clark and his men, who told them to begiil marching. They were taken in the
direction o£ the jail, but before they reached it, they were turned off a
side street, and started on a forced =reb out int~ the county. They were
chased by possemen 'With billy ci!lubs and cattle prods , made to run about three
miles <rOUt into the county. Ii' someone fell dov,n, he vtas oeat.en and cattleprodded. Finally the students managed t o get onto private property, and the
possemen left them, Local people and Sti:C workers drove out into the cout)try
and broUPht back the kids . The wounded students were taken to Brm•n's Church,
where they were treated by a doctor. About 14-15 kids are exb<lusted tfom
being beaten and bavtnP. run so far. 1ivo girls are in very bad shape , with
cdts and brui es all over their bo~. At least one person is in the hospital.
N8111Sl!len who tried to follow the group into the county were stopped by
possemen.
John Lewis issued the follosing statement:
"Sherif-f Jim Clark proved today beyond the shadow of a doubt that he is no
di.t'terent from b.is Nazi counterparts.
Re and his men broke up a peacei'bl, nonviolent gathering of Selma citizens,
Using cattle prods and billy clubs, they chased Negroes as far as t.heee
miles out of the city, beating those who fell to the ground, and preventing
them from seeking aid.
This is but one more example of the inhuman treatment afforded to the
Negro people o:f Selma, Alabama. The United Stat.es has al11ays come to the aid
of people in foreign lands who are !?ri >J?ed under a reign of tyrarm;w. Can this
nation do less now for the people of Selma?"
John Lewis, Chairman of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Com ittee.
This ai'~~trnoon at L:JO, 200 more students Vlent to the courthouse.
stood ~here for about half an hour, unmolested, and then left .

They

MARION, ALA. !.Irs. A.lnert Turner/Ba1:>
In the mol'lllin1!, a group of people who marched to the eourt\)ouse 11ere turned
around, In the afternoon, 200-300 students and aclult.s marched to the courthouse.
City and county - ollce stopped them, so ~hey all kneeled in prayer !'or lS"
minutes, ;vere led iil the sincin," o£ 11 Amazing Grace" by a local preacher, and
then, as a qeavy raiil began to fall , tbey" left.
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CANTON DB #28
week of Feb, 7, 1965
George Washiw·ton, a grocery store owner, who had rented two houses to
COFO workers , +.estified about what hapnened to him after he urged several Ne>rro citizens to vote in FDP Congressional Hearings here . The
next day he said, he was arrested for burning garbage in the City.
Later, white wholesale suppliers stopped making deliverie s at his store.
A few weeks later, the COFO office was bombed and he was arrested for
failing to report the incident to t' 1e police. He was beaten at the uolice
station, and warned ar:ainst associatinr with Ne.groes •.
HA TTIESP.URG DB#

29 2-10-65

Hattiesburg's first day of Congressional Challan~e Hearings began here
today as nine witnesses testified to violence and discrimination in the
county ' s civil rig:hts process . The first witness Rev. Robert Beech, of
the NCC, spoke of pis ,I'Iork in voter re"'istration activity and of the
cbn'bi:tiued~harrassment and violence includin,r; being beaten.
~fi ss ' !ary
Louise ~~~PYJ 23, of Hattiesburg, said she was threatened with a knife
and h<>d dot coffee thrown on her while sittinl! in at Lea's resturant.
Doug Smith, 18, assistant project director anci lifelong resident of
Hattiesburg, related cases of retaliation a qainst negroes who attempted
to redster. His own house v•as bombed last summer because of his civil
ri ~hts activities .
Other witnesses told of trying repeatedly to register, without success. One woman havirirr rrone to the court house eight.-. -.1.
times, and failing wach ',ime. Project director, Saniiord Leigh, a Negro
graduate from Yale, also testified to the atmosphere of fear surrounding
Negroe·s who tried to refl'ister. He explained the impor.tance of voting,
sayinp-, 11A registered voter doesn't have to beg for anything."
RA TESVILLE DB# 30 2-10-65
Voter nrocedures in · Pru ola County took up two hours of the hearing in
Batesville today. Ike Shandde, registrar of Panola County since January,
1964, admitted under questioning hy MFDP atty George Flaff that in May
of last year , he closed the Sardis re~istry office leaving only the
courthouse in Batesville·--available to people who wished to regi s ter . He
said he closed the Sardis office on the day the decision in the US vs
Duke case hecame known. (the court determined that t~e c )nst i tutional
interoretation section should be removed from the voter re~istration
tests in Panola County for one or more "rears.) Shankle , exolaining
why, said "Since I 1.1ms the nerson responsible 1.1.nder the injunction, I
felt if I was to P.O to jail it would be through cny own actions, and no
one else ' s." He then claimed tl.luat he had not annointed a denut:v
re ~~strat because he could not afford one, alleginq t 1:at part of the
money wo1tid have come .from his own noc 1<:et . To a questi on as to whJ:ch
seci:'ion of ';l;e 1 'ississipni Constitution he picked for applican-t;s, he
repl:i.ed tl;at they were amen~ the simpler sections. iie admitted
h¢tr'1ever, that one of t hem post facto law , was complicated.
Earlier. witnesses testified that Ne-roes were intimidated from
atterriot:ing to register by a framework of violence and economic reprisals .
CANTON DP # 31 2-10-65
Fj ve witnesses testified tmday; they were among 12 Negroes who have
testifie d since deposition-taking began in Canton on Feb .?. About
25 hostile and 50 friendly witness es were supoenaed by the F~ in
Madison County. FDP attys said that they were unable to finish questionit?g all the witnesses due to lack of time.
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