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;u,TS REPORTt JULY 6, 1964 -w-.o.f'£ir.d .,u_ .,..,p<>,.·t 
David Prince, St. M ontgo,,,ory llos ?.i tal 

Jerry Da~luth is doin g all ri r,ht but <MY ba vn ? fracwreid elb~, . '.!hey are 
sta~ng at the hospital until ,. bone specialist comes in , which should be 
around 8 AM, Selma time , 

Prince state dtha t the police said they traced Jerry ' s liscence nurp.ber and 
that they dis .cover ed t hat their a.ddress was the SllCC office , P rince ali;o said 
tha.t he overbe .grd s po liceman say that they khe11 all about t he photo project 
and that t>they11knet1 ~= what we trere doing ", ~ Prince also . stated 
that he saw the pol ices ccroplet e fil es on SlfCC and on th e photo project . 

,:si-,~~r 

ilelrna: John Love 10am 
a ten o'clock curfe1-1 s:was announced last ni gh t after the rally . Police and 
pos ·se 1-1ent up on people I s porches and clubbed them with nig!lt . sticks ii' 
t!ley would not go into the house . They also beat on the doors with their 
stick's to make people lock them . -Chairs were thrmm through the - windows and 
screen door of a house next · 'ti.© the hall ~,here - the mass meeting imlclr was 
held , 12~ Under the curf8'W people must also turn their lights off 
at 10pm. 
After the kkkkkh people left the rall;9' tear gasi was sprayed inside the 
chu _rch building . Ji.ppi.rent~ it was belieired that peop le were still there . 
Cans Rlclma of tear gas were found ·this morning t1hich hllli were . marked Federal 
Laboratory from some city in Pennsyl vania . They were marked #1 12, e:icpiration 
date August 1967/ 

Selllla: l~ :40am 
ii.t the courtho use possenten are posted at the front. When N!jlg,:,pes walk up they 
are . told they can no t come in. If they ques tion the men they are told that 
if they want to register they kllR must go around to the back where they are 
give n numbers and sent into the al](f' · to wait . There .are poss8!1)en posted at 
the entrance to the - al ](ey.kkltl:kli:lt They will not allo>J anyone to enter the 
alley who is not there to register . They would not permit James Aust.i n, 
a resi den t of Selma and fc rmer :ly en SXCC staff , to . join the line to attempt 
to register , It has been .estimated t ha t there are about 150 people 1;iait,ing 
to re gistez- , 

Negro t:eustees f .rom t he ja il haire l!lhl!kl;li:lrkl'I been gli.ven civilian clothes and 
are out on the streets arou."ld th e cour t house . 
There are st ate troop ers in to!m , Lat night il Lingo personBlly closed the 
South Wind cab stand at 'l!Opm in accordance with the curfew . Private clubs 
such as Elks were also close d, ,. ' · 

Attorney Chestnut has not been allowed to see anyone in jail, We do not know 
how many local citizens may have been arrested since Friday though we do know 
that seven Sr/CC people are in jail . Peter Hall has arrived in town and will 
try to hand l e the legal matters , 

Washington: 11: !Sam John Doar 
Reported the Selma situation to Doar . He said that the JD has a suit concerning 
disor il1':inatory practices in voter registration pendin g with Judge Thomas, Thomas 
pr eviously refused to set a tlate £or a hearing but the date bas n01-1 been set 
for the fall . 
The misconduct of Selma police is being investigated by JD and they have a suit 
aga i nst all la, , enforcement a utho rities in t he county which is pending in appeals 
court. 



WATS REPORT: Monday July 6, 1964 unofficial report 

Boston: Pam Elnerson 
!oston office called John Doar at 12::JOpm who told her that 
call he had received from S~C people in a couple of hours . 
the JD was doing everything they could 

Detroit: Martha Kocel 

it was tJJ0 ll~ 
He told her that 

At 3lpm Martha called John Doar person to person. The secretary answered an:! 
when she had determined that Martha was oal lling frOlll SNCC she told her that 
i>ir. Doar was no longer rece,iving long distance cal1s , but that he wanted her to 
know that he was doing everything possible an Selma and that he was keeping in 
con1;act with $ICC people there. 
The Detroit Friends are also calling the UAW and asking th~m to call sheriff 
Clark; U.IJ,/ will send out an office memo :!lo that effect, so he should receive 
as many as SO calls from Detroit/ llkk Martha Kooel called Sheriff CJ.ark and 
talked with his secretary . When she lrklilt asked why Negroes were being ltl!i made 
to go klkkk to the bac.k of the cqurthouse the secretary answered ttiat everyone 
had to . 

Selma: 2:30 Mary Varela to Sandra Stovall. 
- "~ Lewis, Francis M'itobelr , J ohnL.OVe ard James Austin have bean arrested . 
~~ een 40 and SO people were standing on the steps of the federal building . 

Three young boys t,Jith posters went ofer to the courthouse and were al.l.0t~ed 
to stand there about .S minutes . Neanwhil e the peopl e at the federal building 
began to sing and then began moving do~m the steps . A group of possemen 
with cat t l.e prodders moved ap to meet them and arrested the whole group . 

~HHI-

Sel.'lla: 
During an earlier cal.l from Mit chell reported that John and others had headed 
do1,m to Broo,d Street and t.'1.2it t he offioe had received a report t hat white youths 
were going dom, the:te with bagp of rocks. 

{BHh'Ht 

Report on Selma from Gree n7.ood: 
Re above arrests: The gro up was standing on the federal buil ding steps , Lewis , 

Mitchell , Love md Austin amongst them., Three youngsters went over to the courthous . 
with si gns . The sign was taken from one gi::-1. Or..e boy was arrested . When that 
happened, the group on tbe ste ps began to kltl911 sing . The had been s i gning for about 
two minutes 11b en ~a,. l(k!l sher U'.t 61ark si outed through -a llkll:ll: hor n that everyone 
would be arrested for distu1• bing the court ,ihich had been in session for 10 min. a. 
A group of posse charged at the federal building arre s ted the whole group . 
Mary Varela received a report th a t when the gr oup was taken around the corner they 
were beaten o1ith night sticks and cattle prodders ••ere used on them. All newsmen· 
were chased down the street a,iay from the federal buil ding . 

~J~~~ 

l&&ld:k~ 
Washington, D.C. Rkll: John Doar: 2;45pm 
Called Job.'l Dear and left a re port concer ning ~ . tbe arr ests in Selma with his 
s ec r etary . Fmplila:.rized that arres t s took place on steps of federal bui l di ng. 

Atlanta AP and UPI ,~ere called: they already had t he story frOlll their roen down 
in Selma. 



July 6 , 196~ t ll:30 pm 
Jessie B, Stellwarth , in early twenties, victim of shooting: 

Woman shot in Moss Point as she left voter registration 
mass meeting at Knights cf P~rthias Hall , Twelve shots were 
fired from carload of whites . Believe the car was green 
Comet, She was the only person hit by shots and is now 
at Singing Riv.er Hospital in Pascagoula wJth wounds in 
either back or side , 
Arived at hospital at 9:50 pm, Mississippi time, 
Police were in meeting until five minutes before the meeting 
dispersed , 
Jessie B, $elllwarth was sdsked by the nurse at ~he hospital if 
she had been shot by her father , The nurse then remarked 
"this happens all the time," 

John Doh!'.' i.•as called fr:iom Gl'.'eenwood at 9: 30 pm, Mississippi 
ti~. 



WATS Rep• rt - Ju]y f , ll964 - Taken by John Perdew 10:(',0 pm 

,,-.._ Americw.s.. Ge• rgia (Swnt,,r cow,ty) NEPRO AND WHITE MOBS FORMING Robert Manta 
About 156 whites are grouped downtown in front of the Martin Theatre, scene 
of a riot last night. Negi,oes have been ~uping to ~ppose them and dispersing 
periodically . Manta has hel ped to disperse them. Police and firmmen lllle' 
present in the area . Fa,rlier in the day Negroes ate a t George 's nestaurant 
and the B&.B Restaurant in downt own Americus . There were no incidents . 

~tlan ta , Ga. July 6. 1964 8:15 pm John Perdew 

RE'POll'l' TO FBI - I inform ed agen t Char l es Haynes •f [1.tlanta FllI that Will ie 
Ricks in Americus had cal l.eel at 8;·00 pm, had said that Hegroes were organizing 
t • meet a ,~hite mob tonight., that there .~as a whit e mob downtown, si ze ~pacified . 
I insi s ted that the very presence •fa mob at the · site ~fa public accol!lll.dation 
which Negroes had l;>een u_sing constituted interference with the implementation 
of the Civil Act of 1964. I said I undet'stood that anybedy interf er ing with the 
imple menta tion · of the Act was liable to prosecution .: f cTuimed that I thought 
FBI agents should g• ilmnediately to the scen e and if l')ecessary use thtir power ~f 
arrest t • keep th e situation under contrel . Haynes- replied that he ws1s not determin 
ing pol.icy , that · it was determined from Washing ton, and that t he policy was not 
to go 5.m'.• the field and interfere -with the actions of local l aw enforcanent 
officers to keep law and order . I answered that I wasn't sure that law and order 
-would be kept , that my conoem was prev,m t ive measures, not p•st fact • reports . 
Remind.ed Hayn_es that Sunday night the p olice and .fir emen had attempted onl y to 
dispex:se the Negro mob and not th e whiteo . 

J..tlanta, Ga. - July 6, 1964 - 1e :00pm Jehn Perdew 

REPORT TO FBI - Called ilbany FBll agent Joseph a. 0 1Rourke and infsrmed Etilll •f 
wha t Manta had said concerning mobs forming in [.mericus at the time . 0 1Rourke 
said he couldn 1 t act except on orders from f,tlanta FBI agent Charles Haynes . 
When I sai d I had alr eady talked to him, o. asked me tilialb he had said . I t old him. 
I emphasized that my concern was prevent i• n of an incident • not rep .erts af ·ter thd 
fact . He said he had been infonned that th e Sta te Pat rol had been held in reserve 
l ast nigh t in case polic e couldn' t handl e the indident , • 

WI.TS REPORf - Julj'/: 6 , 1964 11:10 pm Taken by John Perdew 

ic.mericus Ga. (Sumter Coulity). Rober-t l'!&nt s . WHIT'ES SHOOTING IN NIDRO SECTI ON 
Car l oad of Whites went through Seaboard side of J.mericus shooting in Negro 
residential area . So far no one :reported hit . The downto1m area appears to 
bE! clear of gr oups now. .i.11 people in SNCC house have just taken refuge 
in Barnum Funeral Home when they heard noise of nha t sounded like an approachi 
crowd , Learned the crowd ~,as going do~,n F.orsyth st . about a bl ock away, 
parallel to th e street which the SNCC hquse is Dll • 

• 
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WA.TS Rl!l'ORI' JULY ~• 1964 Taken by John Perdew 

Americus , Ga. (Sumter County) Rober t Mants. - REPORT OF SHOOTING CONFIRMID, M/,YOR 
ISSUJ!S STM'E!ilffi' BL./J'!IllG OUTSIDE J;.GITl,TORS FOR FRICTIOU. Report ed th at seven carload, 
of whit es wer'3. seen going th rough Seaboad si de , Negro sect ion of town. Whites 
came to Hope Merritt 's Grocery Stor e . No one r eport ed hit in shooting . Manta and 
Ricks bac k at SNCC house , expect trouble tonight , if whites continue going through 
Neg.-o section . Ricks claims mobs still downtown. R. and 11. have dec i ded not t • 
move f rom the SNCC house on J effe r son street , 
11.ayor Griffin Walker issued a statement in th e Americ us Times- Recorder today 
calling for an end to violenc e and mobs. He ux:ged that children be kept home, 
tl ll/lied the fric tion in the last few dayff, on eutside agitatlbrs . State Patrol 
seen cruising . the area . M King 

SELiIA, ALA. Fr om Mott Herr on· (Mr , J C G?'endel ) 1 : 10 run 
Mass mee tin g - Abernathy spo ke , a t Sl;li oloh Baptist Cb. 350 peop l e the r e , 
At least 1 50 policemen outside, about 30 around f l' ont and up r oad , th en 
bu sload plus 8- 10 carlo ads tot all i ng 150 up side . Ready .fo r act io n 
but th er e w as no action . Very quiet there ton i ght "y own dead . " No 
a ction sinc e afte r noon arr ests he knows of . Matt t-bin ks he can ho l d out 
for awhile so long s.s noon e bl ows bis cool , Concerned that othe r pea 
s on who wen t t o ja i l has any jai l and whethe r he can get it out. H$ 1 ll 
try ta get to ja il tomo rro w an d get film ru1.d inf o . ~Tee ds l ocal con 
ta cs .s beca us e eve ·ryone is out of s i ght . 
Te l l Danny Lyon hi s next ass i gnment i s to ta k e the next four da ys 
cruising the Del ta doing any-thing that strikes h is fancy: . One r e.qui re 
ment : ·that he s t ay in cl oee t() uo h with an offi c e . 

. # 

12:30 MOSS POINT , MISS . from Charles Gl enn 
Lamar Turnipseed ar r ested , Re was o:ne o.f a gr .oup of l oc a l Negroes who 
pur s ued th e oar of Whites doin g the sho otin g . Unconfirm ed report that 
E , J ,Wigg ins was a l so arrested . Guyot call ed at 1:20 to ss.y that L , T , 
wa s being held without ohrges at a j a il - no , SO 2-4383 , He asked for 
lotig distance c alls to be put t.hrough the jail , worried about b i s pro 
tee tion s i nce a 16- year-ol d y-outh , F l etcher Ledille , was M;ioked by 
pol i ce a t a serv ic e station in M. P. and the po lic e look ed prone to 
violenc e . Glenn al so reported the second shootin g occurr ed on Magnolia 
Street in M, P ,; same gr oup of' whites . 

# 

1: 00 run MOSS POINT Fr om AP in New Orl ean s 
l . - th e ear l ie r r epo rt of ·a co.r being overturned was rebuffed by polic e 

AP sa i \l. the chief of po l ice to ld him t he po lic e c ar was not over tur n , 
but involved i n a r ou tin e i ncident - rout i ne wr eck . 

2. - the same car of whites shot at a pass in g co.r or newsmen on t hei r 
way to t he KP hall . - r eporte d to HO AP fro m Mobil e , 

# 
Glenn also . sai d the repo r t by Guyot ·or po l ice tel l ing Guyot t hat 
martial l aw ho.d been declared r efe rr ed t 0 the c.urf ew , Guy-ot s ·aid po 
lice at the hospital hs.d gi ven h im one minut e on th e phon e an d t mld 
him "martial l aw has bee n declared . 11 

# 
Jessie B, Stalworth - c orre c t ag .e: 19 , ac cording to Glenn . 

# 
Sheriff ' s office r ap or-ted a t 1: 2.5 run that "Fr ed Turnips ee .d 1 s charge 
woul d prob ab ly be oublio dru nk , " He conf irm e4 th ere l'lad. been "some 
shootin g at the oolo-red 1 s mee ting . 11 · 

# 




