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CORRECTION ON LAUREL, MISS, From Bob Beyers , •• 8otty Garman 
At about 7:30 a group of wel.1-dressed Negro teenagers decided to test 

for public accomodations by attemtp±ng to get service at the Burger 
Chef - a drive-in in a borderl.i-tie area , Cook Ave. and Theresa Streat . 
They were met outside by a group of wbd!tes wbo Qsked , "Where are you 
going?" The youths answered, "Inside to get a hamburger . " The whites 
said , ''You better not go in , 11 and barred them t'rom entering , Tb.a whites 
then asked , "Do you want to fight?" The youths left . The-y came back a 
second time o.t about 8pm, Twolve whites met them at the entrance and 
a si:milar exch~ge occurred . Tboy were again barred from entering , 

Tha drive - in has one side TO.jl.rked colored , the other unmarked , The 
Negro youths headed for the unmarked side . They were on foot . There 
was apparentl:rno management it)volvement , 

After being blocked again , the Negroes le_ft , A group of about 20 
other Negroes bad formed in the area and threatened to start throwing 
bottles if' the others were not let in , Tbe original group of seven 
oOl'lle back at about 8:30 and were surrounded by about 25- 30 whites when 
they again tried to enter . ',l'he whites aaid , "Go h0111e Yankees , " And a 
genoral melee ensued in which Willie Roy Gillum was out across the 
chest with a razor blado and his brother Terry was cut on the face . By 
that tim0 thore were about 40 -50 whites and around 20 Negroea , 'l'.ho 
police appeared , closed off tho section to traffic and kept the two 
groups apart . After the situation was under contro l, a couple of high ­
way patrol cars were seen . 

Two calls had been made to the police when it was obvious tbeNe 
would be this confrontation by the white thugs , One by a local 1egro 
woman who didn ' t want to leave her name; the ~olice refused to take the 
information . The other by Lester McKinnie . When be refused to give 
bis name and address , the police hung up . Part of the group of 20 Ne-

.,_ groea who assembled did so , according to McKinnie in response to this 
treatment by the police . 

Tbe Gillum brothers were ta.ken to Southeastern Benevolent ITospital 
i t is believed since it is the only ijegro hospital in town . 

McKinnie also reported tbnt piione service ot a local residene-e was 
out off after he called the Jackson office for the second t:i.roe on that 
phone . 

(Incidentally , McKinnie worked in Laurel baok in 196 1 when thing:, 
were getting undex,way in McComb. That wns before or between NashvUle . 
There was direct action on a lunch counter at that time , if I recall 
what t1c1Cinnie told me earlier this 'f;ear in Oxford , Ohio . - -MK) 

CA~THAGE, MISS. Re: Freedom School From Beyers (info from Samstein 
Tho freedom school opened July 2 with SO students , 20 more expected . 
On Tuesday , June 30 , the (white) county school superintendent suddenly 
called for a sullllller session only for Negroes . It would have been the 
first in the memory of local residents . Under Mississippi law , holding 
summer sessions pre - empts you from having to hold fall sessions in the 
publ.ic schools . 
From Tuesdoy until Thursday local citizens had scrubbed do1m an aban­
doned school buil'!ing (the schoo l. was closed by tho county in 1956) and 
built a libro.ry . High enthusiasm in the community was evident . On 
~hursdny, when the school. - located in Harmony, Miss , - opened , the 
sheriff and county supt. told residents they could not use the facility . 
A "NO TRESPASS" sign was posted and cl.asses moved to a Negro church and 
private homos . Prior to the start or publ.ic education in Miss . , the 
Negro citizens of Harmony prov±ded the land nnd property for schools . 
In the }O's the Rosenwald Foundntion _gave money for the school. . When th 
school was incorporated as a public school, H~groes continued on the 
board of trustees . Wben the state incprporatod ~he school in 1953 
under the cou,nty school board, Negro trustees were ousted, In 1 56 the 
county closed the scbool . The county now claims citizens cannot use it; 
Negroes sa;v it is tboirs to do with o.s ther please . 
Harrossment bagan Thursday . A cross was burned on tho main roo.d of the 
Negro community Tnursd!\y . 5-6 pounds of large roofing tacks were poured 
on roads of the NoGI'o community Friday night. Pol.ice have been shining 
J.ight in the borne a of Uegi:-oes. Morale is reported to be vory high how­
ever . 
The summor session is sup}Josed to begin on the 15th . Harnings have been 
made that those who do not o.ttond would be sot back in school. 

# 

JACKSON 
Press confcronce for the Congreas~an (~yon, HAwkins, Burton) Sun~ay , 
12:30 noon at the Jackson airport . They held s.n impromptu press con­
ference in Meridilll1 today . 

# 



Report July 5, 1964 before and af'te .r midnight Mary King 

Slj:JJ;IA, f\LABAMA presumed 
_David Prince and J e rr y PeMuth , injured by/possemen here tonigh t. 

r Following amass meeti ng bore to n i ght at t he AME Zi on Ohurcb on Green 
Street , the two }'epo r te ra wel' e s:~t ack ed and be at en by 1·1bite men pres u­
med to be pa rt of She ri i'f Jim Ch trk 1 s p.oss e . As th ey- l e f't the church 
where law enforcement pe r so nnel had be en pr e•s ent pru•t of the tim e , they 
saw about 60 helmeted po ::is emen, Some had brown unif orms, other s plain ~ 
clothes, but a ll had he lmets . He took some pictuJ'.'es then tear gas o.ame. 

-Prince called t o J a rr y t .o get be.t wee n the buil i ngs, when he turned Jer­
ry wasn't the r e . A spotli ght was sbon e in his e yes and then a shot 
rang out int 'ended for him and lodg e d in the hou se nehind him . His cam­
era was thrown against the house . Later it was smashed . He was assault• 
ed and ro l led UJ;> in a ball , He was hit and kicked i n the back and legs. 
He o.nd Jerry left Se lma driv i ng to a :zfliJ hospit a l in Montgomery . They­
stopp ed at !l How a rd J ohns on's on the way , where some one ca lled the po­
lice. Tb,3y w ere greet ed by a Montgomery po•liceman wi t h two l)Olice 
dogs in t h e back . 

- The•y- went to S-t . Mar ga rot I s hop pi tal on t l.i.e outs k irts of Montgomery . 
By midnight it s e emed J a rry- ho.d a ga sh a cr os s the f orhead as if from a 
billy- stick, -and a slash ac ,1•oss his nec k whioh wa s ·bleeding ba dly . His 
glasses wer e br0k on. Pri n c e had some kind of back injury • 

.;.Prince descr i bed the possem ':ln: some had tear gas masks. Those with 
mr,sks also had autom::itic weapons. Al l however had helm1;3ts. 

-When t hey ar rived in Selm a this at'ter>noon they firs t called the FBI and 
reported t hei r pres ence . The FBI men t ol d him he wasn 1 t sur>e what pro ­
tection they could expect from the Sher i ff' but sugges t ed they call him, 
They imtroduced themselves in the of f ice of Sheriff Clark shortly after 

, ,,-.. noon. They are on ,a Bl ack Star assignment . Both have Atlanta police 
press cr edentials. DeMuth is also with Es.quire , Prince with Macmil l an 
publishing . In the sheriff's otfice there were about "2O-J0 haif-0rined 
men." Princ e said t he seco nd next mad to Cla rk , who wa s dir e cting the 
of f'ice appe=ed err.'.,arr a s:'l6d that trhe men we-r e t alk in g ab.out be atings . 
At first it ap pear ed ;;Lie Sru,ri i'f 1 ~ pos oe l~ad si ".1.gl e d out t he r eporters . 
Howevor, tl;)r ee loc a l N'Ogr.oeA wero ho s pit 1,1liz ed a s a r es uJ.t of boa t ings 
aft er t he mass meet i.ug . fw o men, one woman, One wa s admi.t t ed t o Bur­
ell Uosp i tal in Se·l ma. th e ot he r two t o Good Samari ta n Hosp . in Sel= . 
Na tur e of injuri es an d na.~es no t 'mown . 

- John Lewis an d Mitch ell c.r i,1ed sa f 92;y . Af t e r midh i gh t Lewis and Love 
were th e only (?nee l .e f tr in tb.e off ic e. The y r ep .orbed loc a l peo pl e told 
them the str ee ts h nd be en cl aa r e d . Mr s . Boynton r eported e arlier tb!it 
she had seen s e ver a l locnl Negr oes carrie d bibo·ody to t he hospita l. 
Lewis also said Lin go was i n to Hn . 

~DeMutb and Prince had e aten at a r estuarant earli e r wh1:1re th e ,cook had 
pulled a lar ge lliat\ to th e side . Th E;>y whis pe red to geth er and pointed to 
the two reporters . Lat er l;'ri n co r e cogniz e d th e big man a s his assailant , 
When he ha d Princ e on th e grouno he told him trhe waitress -said Pr _ince 
had a weap on . The bi g man t ool, . his wal l e t . 

-Princ e al so r epo r tod that two ti mes &horiff Clark tri ed to intervene --
onc e when th e camox-a was being eima.sh edl. 

-He said be f or e he wa s knock ed down he sr.w the possem en ~wingin g at some 
women wi t h chi l d1•0n . One 1>Jsn wit h a t ea r ga s mas k a ske d Princ e if' the 
Negro e.s st. art e.a it . Be .cl aimed to be a state insp eet o:::-. 

,.......-The SHeriff-' i3 men aske d t o s ee the pr ess c a?ds: a.ga in vrhen th e y l eft the 
church. Cl o.rk an d oome of !:).is men watched throu g h th e win dows during 
part of th e maas.l11oe ti ng . Af t er th ey got in their oar, s ome law enforce­
ment men t o ld t hem to ge t mo\<ing and ke ep goin g , 

-At -one point P. was kn ock ed in th e stomach wit.h a rifle , 
# 
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Selma: John Love 10:30am 
There was more vioJ.ence through the night in Selma. Kore students went into 
the dvmitown area last night and were beaten . 'People in the Negro commercial. 

sectiom were also attacke<.i . One man coming out or a lfogro restaurant on 
broad street was beaten by 6-12 policemen mo converged on hi.Jll an d beat hilll 
back iJlto the r.estaura.nt .. At about llp!ll a rally of 1ihitos was held at the 
.A&. P dmmtown , and during the evaning a c»oss was burnt on highway 41 about 
1 mile from the he=t of town .. 
There w.111 be a mass meeting tonight at the Green Street Hall at 7Pm. 

Selma: John Love: 6.:15pm 
Bemzy Tucker was arrested in the dotmtown area of Selma at about S)llll ~el.ma 
time . He was duvin~ a SNCC oar Tm and w.as stop}B d and arrested on the corner 
of Franklin and alabama . fl1k;l,: Illilt He am John Love had gone downtvwn to 
11ick up leaflets for the mass meeting and voter registration . The police 
took the car when they arrested Tucker . lhe car had a Calif' . lJ.Benee on 
the front , a Georgia on the back and the registration in the glove compartnient . 

At about 5:15pm Joseph Chapman, a lociµ Selma resident , 27 , was arrested . 
The charges are unknown in both cases . 

John reports that a great many whites are milling around downtown, particular}¥ 
near the Wilby Theatre. Ve.ry few Negroes are downtown. 

John Doar was called about the arrests and about Freedom Day at 6:25pm . 

ALBANY, GEORGIA, taken from Peter Delissovoy , at 6:30 pm. 

Donald ltarris, Randy Battle, Roy Sheilds , and Dale Smith and nine 
6theI's were arrested for loitering after, they tried to enter all­
white Tift Park Pool (formerly a public pool) in Albany . Two 
white SNCCs had gone to the pool first, entered, and re~ort ed back 
by telephone that white men, armed with ball peen hammers, sticks 
clubs and that life guards had baseball bats . An integra te d group 
of 25 went (including the arestees) and tri ed to get in. The ticket 
seller - a fter a lot of discussi-0n - admitted the pool ws1s. privc1-te 
for white people, and that Negr oes were not admitted . The group 
split, half retired, and 13 were arrested for loit eri ng and are being , 
held on $102 bail . C. B. King will defend. New Albany nUll}ber is: 
HES-9811. .............................................. ....................... 

LAUREL, FROM DOTTIE ZELLNER IN GREENWOOD. 

Lester McKinnie was arrested in Laurel at 2:00 pm . Mcl<innie was 
arrested there in 1962 at the bus station. He was released while 
his lawyel'.' appea led the case to municipal and C•ounty courts, and 
was rearrested today on the old charge, and told he would have to 
spend four to six months in jail and pay a fine, Apparently the 
deadline fol' appea l ha ·s passed - his lawyer was Jess Brown - and 
Jackson lawyers are working on the case , This is NOT FOR RELEASE • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... .._ ..................................... . 




