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Sunday, May 16, 1965
RANKIN CO. ~.nSS. via Jackson
t!ar tea qrigh twas arre s ted abou t 4: 30 in Brandon
She will plead guilty at trial Monday, and plans
ins t ead of paying ~~50fine.

f'o r 110 brake li_ght~ ~
to stay in jail

Monday~ May 17, 1965
OODJMDUS,FUSS. FIRE-BOMBING OF FRr::-r;;DOMHOUS'E
The Fr-e cdorn Hous e here was fire-bomb ed at abou t 2: 30 am ~.1ond21Ymorn?
Someone had set a tin can filled with paper, wood, and gasoline out
side the back door. The fire was almost immediately put out, snd
only one of the rooms in the building was damdged. After the fire
was put out. a blue '55 Ford drove by the house several times., The
license numher vias taken down and given to the police, The FBI was
also notified. The local police investigated the fire shortly aftel'
it occurred and also later tbis morninG' They said that the fire
was probably s~arted by a faulty electric wire on the r'efrigera tor.
(Tb.e electricity has been 0 '1' in the house for the past three days.)

lJASIIINGTONFDP Jan Goodman/Bab 5 :45 pm DEPOSITIONS PRr;;Sr;N~D TO
CLr.;nKOF I-IOUSE--0,mSTION ABOUT HO'-;,HUOHOF --VIDr;UOr;;l"JILL B'~

l/I!\DE PUBLIC Today thBs Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party
submitted more than 600 depositions (testimony taken from witnesses
out of court) to Cong~ess at a press conference here. Present at
the event, in addi tion to Lawr-ence Guyot and Mrs. Fannie Lou Hamer
of the .i?DP, were James Farmer of CORE and John Lewis of SNOe.· Farmer
announced the whole-hearted support of OORE for the Challenge, and
said that unless Congress took some action to unseat the regular
Mississippi delegation, CORE and other civil rights groups would
sponsor massive demonstrations throughout the country. John Lewis
talked about the June Student Lobby,mand discussed the me an l ng of
the Challenge in terms of people being able to govern their own lives
A statement from Martin Luther King (SOLO) was also read, whiuh
reaffirmed his support, and called upon all the American people thq
support the Ohal1enge.

The deposi tions submi tted support the r,1FDPcharges of violence,
murder, h"',rras sment, economic in timida t Lo n of NeGroes attempting to
take part in political activities in the state of Mississippi.
Inc~uded is conclusive evidence of officially perpetrated violence
and harrassment, and the admission of sta te officials of thelr own
participation in organized racism, and i11ustrat'ons of the close tier
XJ;l*miLn~!Z~~_~'ll1'ImXm~:.tinamun between organizations such as the
Vlh~-te e1 tizena Cpu nc LL and the state adminis tra tion in de pr I ving
Nec;r0es of the right to vote.

lifoV'J the deposi tlons are before the Clerk of the Hou s e , ThG:re
i8 some uestion as to how much of the testimony will be pr-Ln te d up
arid me.d....pub lie. The?DP is demand Lng that a.ll the evidence b e made
av a Ll.ab Le to all the Congressmen.-

v.:i.n . .Taclcs on , 8 :OOpm Hike HiGson/Bab VIDL-r::NCr,; IN TH'-': FIFl'H"
sty,; buildings were burned over the weekend in Jasper, Jones, and
Covington Counties. All but one of the~ was connected in some way

with the I!Jovement. In He Lde Lbong (Jasper Co) a Ne g r-o corrur.:unity c e nti ar
was bur-ned to the ground. nCOFO has ju s t begun so rking in Jaspe:r. Co.
A char-r-ed notebod1t containing the name Imperial and some pho ns numbcr s

more
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was found in the debris. An unoc cr j Lsd b ous e was burn d last n i ch t
in Laurel (20nes Co). It is thought that this fire was a docoy to
keep firemen busy so they would be unable to p~ t. ou ~ any bo tne r s ,

Telegrams have been sent to John Do ar , Ph1l1P h~r~ of the ~enate
JL1diciary Committee, Emanuel Celler of the House Jud1c1ary COffi''1~ttee.
and Lee .hite, F::,wsidentm.al As s t s t an t, expressing outrage ~t t.h l e
ou tb r oak of violence and a skdng federal action to prevent Lt s r-e cu r-r=-
ence, demanding "no bland formulas and excuses."

SELMA.,AL,A,.. Harrie t Tansman/13ab 9: 15 pm- JL

Out of the 47 people arrested Saturday (S",e HATS tr 77), ro mc of the
students had hearings today. Seven of them were rearres ted in the
c our tz-oom by the judGe. Two SCLC workers going into the courtroom
with the students were also arrested.

250 people we n t to the courthouse today. About 200 of them W<H'S
actu.ally tested; several more received numbers to come back to he
tested. ,There was no police harrassment.

A sui t against Jim Clark by the Ine Fund, charging hi.m wi th
contempt of a federal court order prohibi t Lng harrassment of vote
registration was continned.

A Unitarian minister, part of the Nnitarian Church's Committee
for Social Jusitce's pnoject ih Alabama, has offered Jimmie Lee
Jackson's sister a full schola~ship to college or nursing school~

LIVINGSTON, SUMT'::RCO. 40:m people were regis tered today.

PHILADELPHIA, MISS. via Jarkson, 10:30pm
Richard Tinsley, PD here, was charged wi. th assault with a de ad Ly
weapon with intent to kill. Bond is ;;plO,000. LCDC is working on
the case. The victim iE still in eriticai condition.

:JACKSON,MISS. Jan Hillegas/Bab 10:30pm COFOHORKSRSHARRASSBDAT
~'JHITS CI TIZ~NS COUNCILAFFAIR Governor George 'JJallace spoke tonight

et a "Hhi te Wonday" annual rally at the Coliseum §ponsorad by the
Citizens Council. Jan, Phil Lapsansky, and I c F nd lawyer Tom
I'alGliesh (all wh Ltie ) attended. A.fter a vJhil6', tliey looked b eh.l.nd
them and saw a sign propped up hehind them, with fake ng.mes that ~ran
and Phil had given r-e cen t.Lp at an APNR meeting, the address they gsve.?
and t he wor-ds "Freedom House." Then a group o:§ white men sat behind
t.h ern, sprinkled ho t ashes on them, and made remarks ahou t the "s t:i.nk
Ln the room." After a while, the COFO wor-ker-s left. +n the hall, they
".'18re followed, and both Tom and Phil were bumped and punched several
times by people following them.

ALBANY, G::::;ORGIAJim Par-r-y /Bab
Sherrod is back.

11:15pm

Also, DON'T ANYBODY-SVP,R/\.GAINCALL C.B • lUNG COI,L~CT.

CJRDEL~s via Albany, Fred Anderson/Bab
At a meting of the Cordele City Commission held April 20, Fr-ed,

Hev. Fullwood, and Deacon J'p,mes Burch presen ted a list of grievances,
j:1C LudLng pav Lng ro€l.E'ls9 giving Negro policemen full au thorij1;y, de ae g-
r-eg a t lng the hospital, signing a school compliance pledge, etc. At
t.he next mes ~::Lngof the Com is sLon , a Group of Negro ci tizens known
a3 the City .J.athers (SNCC calls th8m the "City Toms") attended gnd
~:)Ok9 in opposition to the Commission doing anythi.ng about the p:r:l.ev-·
anc e s , The~r rf:~~on~ were ~ th~ t the demands were mads by the OJ~:isp
Co: l.1ovemen?~ Wl'llph 1S mostly h l gh school s tude n t s ; also, that all thGSE'
f::1eiT&TIC9Sl.mply 'that the present form of governtment, which is the
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is inadequate.
City Manager form of govermme rrt , There is an election coming up in
which peopLe will decide b e twe en the Cchty Uanager form and. the
Liayor form, and in general, the Negro community fa".iJors th: City Mgr
form. , As a result of the opposition of th o "City Fathers", the
Ci ty GommlstJion has lost interest in doing anything about the
grievances. The Movement plans direct action bef'or-e the next mee tLng
of the Commission, to point up the l'rgency of getting the demqnds
filled.

SYRACUSE,I~ Joffre Clarke/Bab 11:45 pm
There are still 17 Alabamians in Syracuse. Tonight they took part
in a vigil-demons tra tion aimed ..•a t di sc r Lm'lma tion by the Niagara.-
Mohawk po\;;er CO. 'DIVO Alabamians and two New Yorkers were arrested.

During the pa st flew days ,""'people from Alabama have been
canvassing in the community to learn about the problems of the gh e tb-
in the Northern city.

:::ASTLANSIING,MICHIGAN Karen Brantley/Bab Midnigh t
Negro s truden t s and facul ty members at Michigan State U he r-e have
long had difficulty in obtaining homes or apartments. Michigan has
a law ag ai.ns t dl ecr-Lm.l na t.Lon in housing. For 3 or 4 years, protests
have been made about the situation, but nothing has been done. To-
nigh t 60 students, or-ganLze d by Friends of SNaC here ar e lying-in at
City Hall here in protest. They want help.

For ~1rther information, call Karen, 517-332-5771, or Ben Taylor,
517-332-8990. Send-.telegrams to Gevernor George Romney (who inci-
dentally lives in Enst Lansing).

Announcements:

At the staff meeting at rJaveland, there was a lot of comment about
the HATS-reports. People: said they were s iok of incidents of
violence, and wanted to re ad about the positive programs going on
around the country. We will try in the future to get and send out
:~his kind of informa tion. (This means you, too , ) In about a week,
we will have moved to the new office,. and We will have two ':iATS lines
se t up--one for the North and one for the Sou tho This will make it
easier for us to maintain a great deal of' contact 'with the field.
We will try to call each project at least twice OD three times a
week, and will try to get at le~st a weekly detailed p~Dgram report
from each project.

Of course, we need your help to improve c om=unl.ca tLon , For
exam.ple, let us know if we have your correet address, if you reeeive
regular HATS r epor t a , staff mailings, and SbJdent Voices. (Jt1st in
case a project isn 't on our mailing list, why not spread the word
to ne ar'by or-oj ecj s that they should be hearine;from us, and should
let us-know if tqey aren't,)

Let Jeanne .1.J1'eakEtr or- Barbara Drandt know how we can have
improved c om-rund ca t Lori \'J i th the field:

phone: 404-688-~331
address: SNeC

I 360 Nelson st. S¥J
Atlanta, Georgia




