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Student Nonviolent COordinating COmmittee 
6 Raymond Street N. W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30314 

Incident Summary Dec . 1st - Dec. 9th 

December 1: 

AMERiaJS, GA. - Charges dropped against Ralph Allen, Don Harris, Thomas 
McDaniel, and John Perdew. The four had been arrested in the summer of 
1963 and indicted on charges of assault with intent to murder. A Negro 
spect<>.tor was dragged from the "white" side of the court room by Sheriff 
Cha!'J)el. 

OXFCRD, mss. - Integrated group refused service at white restaurant. 

December 2 : 

HOLLY SFRINGS, MISS. - Stan Boyd arrested on traffic violation while 
publicizing ASC elections.* 

SfJIRKVILLE, HISS. - Bill Light, Ronald CaNer, Jilll!llie Lee Jones, Sandra 
Bra,y, ar:cl Liz Fust;o followed by Highwa,y Patrol, stopped, and questione<.' 
about rear door of their truck not opening from the outside. !·/hen 
Carver told the patrolman that the door opened from the inside, he was 
arrested for "interferin,q with an officer" . In the process of writing 
tic!{ets for"imprnper lights, improper tags, and failing to stop before 
entering a high<f<'\Y", Patrolman Floyd Williams slammed the truck door 
on Jonc's arm three times. The group continued on and were stopped 
again in front of the Hens dorm at f.lississippi State llniversity, 
where two large groups of male stud(:nts formed . Patrolman Williams 
shined a light in Jones ' face and told the group, "There is Martin 
Luther King, right there". Referring to Carver and Jones, he then 
said ''How ~rould we notify your mother if we found you dead tomorrow 
morning?" The group was then allowed to drive on to starkville with 
Hi gh<ra,y Patro 1 fo llot~i ng . 

December 3: 

!~!DIAN, MISS. - Eight local high school students arrested on charges 
of "disorderly conduct" after going i o eat at the previously segregated 
Toddle House . White toughs circled group as they left restanrant. C<FO 
workers, Luke Kabat and Freeman Cocroft later arrested on charges of 
"trespassing and disorderly conduct" . 

CANTON, !1ISS. - Ela,yne De1·ott arrested by Deputy Billy ~oble while 
poll watching for ASC elections in local store . Store owner had told 
her, she could sta,y. She was held for "investigation" • Eartiss Crawford 
was grabbed by two wite men while poll tfatching. They pulled a gun 
on him, threatened to kill him, and hit him in the neck. Tougaloo 
student, Euvester Simpson, was arrested in Flora for "disturbing the 
peace" while aiding in the ASC elections. Also, in connection with 
the elections, George Raym:>nd was arrjstnd for "trespassing" . His 
arm was broken in the Mad:.son County a!.l . ~la!Vin Rich, •lhile poll 
watching at Madison Co. Health Center, H:IS approached by Ross Barnett, 
(former governor), •mo asl<ed Rich if he was a white man. When Rich 
replied yes, Barnett moved awa,y and group of whites began to throw 
stones at Rich. Later when Rich attempLCd to enter building, two 
white men beat him with belt buckle and almost broke his nose. 

H6LLY SFRINGS, NISS. - JAMI!s Batts, local Negro, arrested on charges 
of perjury and "getting a license under false pretences" . Deputy 
Sherrif Red Roach later said tnt. Batts was being held on four or five 
charges under r.2,000 bail. When Frank Cieciorka went to Courthouse 
later to see about Batts, he was arrested on charges of "impersonating 
a lawyer" . 

*ASC - Ag~'cultural Stabilization and Conservations Servlaes committees 
are fon~ • to distribute cotton allotments to individual farmers. The 
Department of Agriculture determines these allotments - the amount of 
land that can be planted - by states. The states distribute them among 
the counties. The local committees, elected by and from all the farmers 
taking part In the program, determines the allotments to etdividual 
farmers . (A more dehailed discussion of the ASC elections and their 
significance 11ill follow the completion of the sulll!llary. ) 



Page Two - Inc !dent S\J!rllary 

December II : 

FHILADEUHIA, MISS. - Twenty people were arrested by FBI in connection 
with murders of three CXFO workers , Schwerner, Chaney, and Goodman. 
Eighteen of the twenty, charged with conspiring to deprive citizens 
of their civil rights. Sheriff Rnincy and Deputy Sheriff Price were 
on~ two charged with accessory to murder after the fact . 

JACKrol, !USS . - Having a great deal of difficulty finding out vote 
returns from ASC elections in "'ost counties 11here CCFO supported 
candidates, becaase OOFO workers ore not allowed into counti ng places 
by locc.l authorities . CXFO is compiling reports to send to Dept. of 
Agriculture in Washington because is serious doubt about validity of 
ASC elections due to ~~~~ harrassments, illegal and discriminatory 
procedures which characterized then. 

Sf~RKVIU.E, MISS. - Local man, Mr. Johnson, while driving worker Bill 
light to trial for charges nade on Dec . 3rd was arrested by Patrolman 
Wlll!ans, who gave Light the tickets, for "illegal parking" : 

CAliTON, MISS. - George Rayl'lOnd reported that while in jail from 
December 3rd, police handcuffed him and shaved off his beard. 
In the process, one am 11as broken, add he was bruised and cut up. 

·be .. 6· .. . 
•'' 'l!Il mou D. C. - The Freedom De"'C~t:ratic Party held a press conference 
. =~'" t o announce the beginning c, :J'leir challenge to the five Miss . 
Cor')ressmen. 

llATCHEZ, MISS. - About 115 ~pj:,le began a stand- in at Clark's Movie 
Theater. The stand-In was begun by hi!:P school students who were 
lnte r joh.~d by adults . For three hours the demonstaators stood out 
i r the cold. The manag<>r would not. seH them tickets, but went around 
t o 1;hit.e customers s tanding at back of line to sell them tickets. 
The der.tonstrators were surrounded by a g110pp of hostile whites who 
hurled profanity at then all the tlh ile they stood out in the cold . 

FHILADELFHIA, mss. - All oaspect,, ~\·rested in the murders of Chaney, 
Goddman, and Scht·rerner h ;we been bniled out. All dey long on the 
radio, local minister m· .Je plcns for the Philadelphians because "they 
nrc innocent" , Shertff Rainey i!l still wearing his gun aoo ba:lge. 

December 7 : 

SEIJIA, ALA. - The Justic~ Dept. suit 0\'-. inst Selma officials (inchld­
ing Dallas, Co. Sheriff Jim Clark and i · a posse~ and eigtt rest.anrant 
OIIOCrs accused of defying Civll Rigtt~ t.c t began todey. 

BENI'OU CQJlll'Y, MISS. - 13alloting her - \'or the ASC elections were 
done by mail . CXFO sup:-Jrted candide ... 3 In 3 out of 5 comuni ties. 
Four CCFO workers and a ocal woman ~ 'lted to watch ballots counted. 
"The entire police f:>rc :. :tas reported •o be room during the counting." 
Bob Snith, C<FO worker, s aw at least .. -.~ instance of illegal practices, 
the county collll!li tteewom:~, who was ce~: i "9 off thv name of candidates 
who received votes, called off the nnr..e of a white candidate, when the 
ballot contained only the names of Negro candidates. During the day, 
two white men stole lists of names containing eligible Negro voters 
from CCFO workers . 

December ~: 

ABERDEEN, MISS. - A white r.~an who claincd he was owner of Tom' s 
Restaurant called Project director and told hir.~ to come, for he was 
desegreo'lting. imen three people shCM~d up at the restaurant In the 
eveninr t.he owner cha.;ed them out and hit them with a broom. A 
crowd Q'lthered outside and tried to block their car. The lady and 
child who had come got awey but JoseJil ~laurer was arrested for 
"d i sttmb! ng the peace" • 

SELMA, ALA. - The three- judge panel failed to hand down a decision 
in the case of five restaurant owners who are accused of violating 
the Civil Rights Act, although thei r case was finished on Dec. 7th . 

• 
( 



" • 

Page Three Inc I dent SUIIUary 

December 9r 

JACKSal, !USS. - Latest report on ASC elections -- won a chalmanship 
and two alternates in! oloes County. A chairmanship, vice-chaiman, 
and lst memberin Benton County. A chairmanship and possible alternate 
in Madison County. Holmes, Issaquena, Madison, Marshall, and Panola 
eounties wi 11 conest the elcct.lons . Hope to have elections declared 
invalid due to irregularities such as poll supervisors misinforming 
voters, voters not receiving notice, being refused a chance to vote, 
landlords marking ballots for tenants , padding lists with non-eligible 
white voters. Farmers have drawn up list of requirements for running 
e. f-ai~ election and protest sent to Secretary of Agriculture, Freeman. 

Discussion of ASC elections : 

As part of its farm price support program, the u.s. Dept, of Agriculture 
determines each year how much cotton It wants to have grown, To control 
this, they set up a cotton allotoent program - the amount of land that 
can be planted by an individual faroer if he wishes to receive price 
support for his crops. To choose not to participate is almost always 
economically disastrous for an individual farmer, for it means he has 
to sell hi~ crop at market price, far below the government support 
price . 

Agricultural Stabilization Committees are established in every county, 
where farmers participate in the Federal Program to determine how much 
land each farmer can plant for the year- his allotment. The u.s. Dept. 
of Agriculture g ives each cotton growing state an allotment of land. 
State C()(ll!llissioners, appoinhd by the Federal Gov't, distribute the 
total State allotnents to each county where farmers take part in the 
prcgram. Each county is divided into communities of farmers ~mo take 
P"rt in the program - lP.ndowners and shar~~croppers alike, as long as 
t;,q actually sdl the cotton they grow. Each coanuni ty casts a vote 
to elect oenbers - farmers - to the county board which distributes the 
county allotoent to each participating ramer. 

These elections arc important because in most areas wher e cotton is gown, 
it is the only cash crop. To not receive an allotment or to receive a 
soall one, can mean disaster to a poor farmer or sharecropper, almost 
always llegro; for he then cannot make eno~ profit to last through 
the winter and plant ne>..-t year. And if he plants cfln his own, outside 
the program, and sells Hithout support , he still cannot make enough. 
These allotments have b~n used often as economic weapons against 
Negroes particinllting i "l Civil Rights work. 

This has been possible t-zcause Negroes have been unable to vote in the 
ASC elections. By insu:·'ng them a vote, we can eliminate the use of 
allotments as economic . :.pons . Adci ltionally, the ASC elections in 
Mississippi have prove~ -~ be ave~; ' rfective way to organize Negro 
farmers . 
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