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" Memorial Church also spoke, ~He'is ihe only
::iluu;Jxxxrwﬂ&&ang—tU“iéf”ﬁls church be used by the movement or to speak out in favor

WATS REPORT: samunpax?*Augusﬁ,lg 196l . unofficial report
s > S ' L : Stiearns

Mermdlan. July 29, 196l (from Jackson a11y hews, July 30) e j

The Mount Moriah Babtlst Church, four miles from “eridian was completely destroyed

by fire. Deputy Sheriff Alton,allen is quoted as saping khdll that bhere was

no ev1dence of foul.play.khﬁkﬁbk .
_ AR

Carthage: from Zellner in Greenwood
Yesterday a Des M01nes, Towa minister and a Milwaukee summer velunteer were beaten
in a doctor's office in Maddens Summer volunteer, John Polacheck, a student at
Harvard University had been to the clinic in Madden(12 miles from Carthage) the
day beforee. The receptionist asked him if he was 'living with those Negroes in
Harmony (where the Uarthage comminity center is located) and sent him into the
Negro waiting room. Polacheck returned to the e¢liniec yesterday with Rev. Ed ward
K. Heininger, about 45, from Des Moines. Heininger had made an appointment with
Dr, Thaggard in his own names When they arrived they maw two people in the waiting
room, a woman and a doctor. The doctor berated the minister Kkl saying he - needéd
"forgiveness for what you are doing." He asked if they were 'staying with those
Negroes in Hammony'. While they spoke with the doctor Heininger said, "I was
suddenly hit from behind; at the same time they were hitting me with their fists
the doctor was pushing me from the front into the people who were hitting me."

. Polacheck was knocked to the floor, hlt and klcked. Between 5 and 10 men did the

beatinge
Dra, Robert Coles said that Heininger, who blacked out during the beatlng, suffered
severe injuries fto the left eye with possible internal injuries to the eye, severe
lascerations to the  sealp and face, contusions on the back of the neck, bad cut
on the left ear and swelling on the mouth and libs with possible 1n3ury to the gums.:
Polacheck hkk received cuts and bruises on the head and body.!
Heininger was uncoenscious at the end of the beating. Polacheck recalled getting
to the car outsides He dragged Helnlngcr into their car. One of several people
surroundlng the car took his keys. =
The deputy sheriff arrived several minutes laters Polacheck and Heininger were hand-
cuffed together and placed in the back of an unmarked pickup truck, which they
believed belonged to the deputy. They were driven about five miles (between
Badden and Harmony) and were transferred to one of two ummarked cars that had been
following theme Polacheck says that the car: they were dransfered to wam driven by
a clinic administrator who gave a club to the deputy when the prisoners got into
the car,
Heininger and Polacheck were taken to the police statlon, chapgged with disturbing
the peaces. The doctor had reported that they were gsing profanity in the clinice
Their bord was set at $100 each, trials set for August 27. They have been bonded
outs ’ :
Dr, Robert Coleg has said that it is rotewobthy that they were pefused medloal
attention and then beatme in the docpor's offiice with #% his apparent collusione
He said he would gather all faects available with a view toward reportlng the
51tuatlon to the proper authnrltles in the AMA, :

T AREEERsE
West Helena. Larry Seigel o
Joe Wright and Larry Seigel saw the postmaster of West Helena concernlng the |
distribution of leaflets mentioned in an earlier neport, The postmaster told them
that 16 leaflets were found in mailboxes and they were charged Lg¢/ leaflet. They

~ found that he was fairly pro civil rights and the work being done in W, Helena,

W, Helena has become quzeter since local Negroes have patroled the area where SNCC
people are living.  Last nlght nhey had-a mass meeting ' at the Pettis Hemorial CHE
Church, “About’ 300 pecple’ih&ide ‘the church and 200 outsides SNCC werkers Joe wright,
Jim Jones, Bob Blockum," and Larry Seigel spoke.. Reve Lyle, the pastor of Petbis

T T

.......

of the movements  I§gyidagivesdssise o o
They are hoping “to have a mass meet;ng,xn’ﬂglega next Waek (nb. Helena and‘west
Helena are different cltleS‘WIth different administrations, police, etc). Ekk In
West Helena the police want to avoid trouble an d though they harrass wr kik workers
they stop short of violencee In Helena, however, the ?ollce have a reputation for
beating peoples They therefore expect trquble if thqy re able to get a church for
a meeting hext weekes

The people who threatened Larry Selgel on Tuesday own kkgkk Charlton Grocery ko T
the Negro communitys 4 beycott of the store has been begun, though they've only

 communicatied the boycott by word of mouth, It is dhe only white~owned grocery

in the Negro community in West Helenz, though there are two owned by Chineses The
Chinese seem to be frightened of the voter registration workers and possible trouble
in the communitys The Negro community in West Helena ssems to be waking howevers
They are hoping to have three or four 'freedom days' in about two weeks when they
will bus people to the courthouse to pay poll taxes,

minister in Helena-or West Helera who .




WATS REPORT: SATURDAY, August 1, 1964 = unofficial report
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Meridian: July 29, 196L (from Jackson Paily News, duly 30)
The Mount Moriah Baptist Church, four miles from **eridian was completely destroyed
by fire., Deputy Sherlff Alton,allen is quoted as sajing kh¥¥l that éhere @as
1o ev1dence of foul play.khﬁk&bk :
asqwhr

Carthage: from Zellner in Graenwood

Yesterday a Des Moines, Towa minister and a Milwaukee summer volunteer were beaten

in a dochor's office in Maddens  Summer volunueer, John Polacheck nt at

Harvard University had been to the clinic in Madden(12 miles from éarthage the

day befores The Yeceptionist asked him if he was 'liwving with those Negroes in

Harmony (where the Carthage community center is located) and sent him into the

Negro waiting roome. Polacheck returned to the clinic yesterday with Reve. Ed ward

Ko Heininger, about L5, from Des Moines. Heininger had made an appointment with

Dr, Thaggnrd in his own names When they arrived they maw two people in the waiting

room, g woman ‘and'a doctors The doctor berated the minister Ekk saying he — needed

Uforgiveness for what you are doing." He asked if they were 'staying with those
 Negroes in Hammony'. While they spoke with the doctor Heininger said, "I was

suddenly hit from behindy at the same time they were hitting me with their fists

the doctor was pushing me from  the front into the people who were hitting me."

Polacheck was knocked to the floor, hit and kickede Between 5 and 10 men did the

beatinge. :

Dre. Robert Coles maid that Heininger, who blacked out during the beating, suffered

severe injuries to the left eye with possible internal injuries to the eye, severe

lascerations to the sealp and face, contusions on the: back of the neck, bad cut

on the left ear and swelllng on the mouth and 1libs with possible inJury to the gumse:

Polacheck ¥kE received cuts and bruises on the head and body." :

Heininger was unconscious at the end of the beatings Polacheck recalled getting

to the car outsides He dragged Heininger into their car. One of several people

surrounding the car took his keys. '

The deputy sheriff arrived several mimutes later. Polacheck and Heininger were hand-

cuffed together and placed in the back of an ummarked pickup truck, which they

believed belonged to the deputy. They were driven about five miles (between

Badden and Harmony) and were transferred to one of two unmarked cars that had been

following thems Polacheck says that the car they were dransfered to was driven by

a clinic admlnlstrator WhQ gave a club 1o the deputy when the prlsoners got into

the car,

Heininger and Polacheck were “taken to the police station, chageced with dlsturbzng

the peace. The doctor had reported that they were fising profanity in the clinic.

Their bord was set at $100 each, trlals set for August 27« They have been bonded

oute

Dr, Robert Coles has said that it is rnotewobthy that they were refused medlcal
“attention and then beatap in the docpor!s office with ¢ his apparent collusione

He said he wmould gather all faets available with a view toward reportlnﬂ the
vSltuatlon to the proper author;tles in the AMA, ;

%Hhh%ﬁ#ﬁ

West Helena: Larry E’e:f.gel

Joe Wright and Larry Seigel saw the postmaster of West Helena concerning the

distribution of leaflets mentioned in an earlier reports The postmaster told them

that 16 leaflets were found in mailboxes and they were eharged li¢/ leaflet. They
found that he was fairiy pra ciyil rights and the work being done in W. Helena.

W, Helena has become quieter since local Negroes have patroled the area where SHCC
_people ave living.  Last night. nhey had a mass meeting at the Pettis Memorial CHE
*Churcha #bouf 300 peopl &' ihside the chuych and 200 outside. ~ SNCC workers Joe Wright,
- Jim Jones, ‘Bob Blockgm and,Larry“SPigel spokes 'Reve Lyle, the pastor of Pettis

. Memorial Fhurch also sPoke, ‘He'is the only minister in k
.,.has“beeaAHxiixng"tu"I‘ ‘his chujch be used by thg mevement or to speak out in favor
| of the movement. JHgyidzsitidsiniise
They are hoping to have a mass meeting in Helena.naxi week (nb: Helena and West
Helena are different cities wlth differcnt administrations, police, etc)s Rk In
West Helpna the police want to -avoid trouble an d though they harrass wr kkb workers
they stop short of violence., In Helena, houwever, the ?01106 ‘have a reputation for
beating peoples They therefore expect troubie»@f thqy re able to get a church for
a meeting hext weeks -
The people who threatened Larry Selgel on Tuesday own kkgkh Charlton Grocery in
the Negro community. 4 boycott of the store has been begun, though they've only
' communicatied. the boycott by word of mouth. It is bhe only white~owned grocery
in the Negro community in West Helena, though there are two owned by Chineses The
Chinese seem to be frightened ef the voter registration workers and possible trouble
in the community.  The Negro comminity in West Helena ssems to be waking however.
They are hoping to have three or four 'freedom days' in about two weeks when they
will bus people to the courthouse to pay poll taxes,

‘Helena or West HeTena who o a0 Ak



