WATS LINE DIGEST, JUNE 30, 2 MM = July 2, 2 AV

JUNE 30:
The members of the White Community project arrived in Biloxi,
their project area, only to find that they were not allowed

to stgy in the Back Bay Hotel as they had planned. Wad of
the project had preceded them,

Ruleville:

'here have been several reports of about 7-8 unlicensed trucks
~atrolling on Highway 8 between Ruleville and Cleveland and
sometimes congregating near the city dump.

A local men seems to have been fired from his job because he
was "hiring white workers" - i.e. housing SNCC workers.

Jackson:

Summer Volunteer Jacques Calma, working in Centon, was arrested
here for reec“less driving (changing lanes too often). Csime was
given a hastv trial in the office of the JP. He did not know he
was in the midst of# trial until he wes informed thet he wrs to

pay $ 900 in "couru costs" in addition to a $ 25.00 fine,

JULY L :

H olly Sprin?sz _
arry Rubin filed a ecomplaint with the JP for assault and battery

against Robert Walker, 30, a Marshall County farmer, Walker has
been freed on ¥1,0e@ bond « The case will go before a grand jury
in A ugust. Walker attacked Rubin on Tuesday night in a Texaco

station near the Freedom house. He grabbed his throat, shook him,
yelled and cursed at him and threatened to shoot both Larry and
the office with a 12-guage shotgun,

Ruleville: 12 volunteers talked for about 2 hours with five members
of ATAC at Mrs. Hamer's house in Ruleville, The ATAC group was led

by Jack Bishop, the son of an Indianola plantation owner and the
founder 8f the group. The five invited the volunteers to have coffee
with them, but the wite volunteers refused the invitation because the
five ATAC people refused to include Negro volunteers. The five

were then shown around the Ruleville Community Center operated by
INCC, Volunteers later agreed that though the conversation was fairly
cordial, little was accomplished iIt, This is the second such
meeting with ATAC in Ruleville. The first meeting took place on
Monday e vening, June 22.

Tchula: 8:30 g Two carloads of highwav patrolmen stopped at the
farm of David Howard, wher several N volunteers are sta ving.

They shone their spotlight into the house and essked for Steve

Bingham. They said that he had set up some kind of office, but

he couldn't be found here. Mr. Howad was frightnend, and denied

that Steve Bingham was staying there. This happened on Ju™ 30,

on July A at 3:30 pm, the ﬁP care around again and said,"We are look-
ing for Steve Bingham to protect him, whether he wants it or not."
They said that calls had come from Washington ordering them to

xtm give him protection. At '8:00 pm, The Governor has two pabrol cars
giving steve promection at all times. Steve wants to be rid of them,
as such behavior is intimidating the local paxi=x people, won the HP
is always askinp about him. 0Others on the project feel that the HP is

making them more ViSabls and sndangsring the ro%ect.
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INCIDENT SUMWARY --- PAGE FOUR

JUNE 30:

(Contd )y

JULY 1:

JULY 2:

JULY 3:

Tchula: Two carloads of highway patrolmen start excessively
close watch on volunteer. Ended 48 hours later.

Oaklamd: Police find body of white man, badly mangled hy ]
hIt-run driver, no identification at all. (Later found no cR ti

greenville: Report that on June 1?_ a Negro porter at Greenville
General Hospital was beated by policemen with billy club there
Porter charged with resisting arrest and disturbing the peace

Holly Springs: Justice of Ppezece (and M:yor) has local farmer
arrested on assault and battery charges in June 30 incident.
Bail set at $1,000.

Clarksdale: Pick up truck tries to run down SNOC worker and
volunteer. License plates hidden.

Gulfport: Police threaten to hurt children of lady housing
cIvi‘E_“mghts workers. So they plan to move elsewhere.

Harm®@ly: Sheriff, school superintendent tell community
abandoned buildings may not be used for freedom school.
Cross burned, tacks strewn in Negro community. (On June
30, superintendent had announced Negro Mg session---
the first in memory of local residents---in another effort
to block the freedom school)

Hattiesburg: Two vote registration canvassers followed and
questionned by men describing themselves as state officials.

Hattiesburg: Sehool superintendent threatens all janitors
wno pﬁrfl‘%c pate in civil rights activity. Ditto at Holiday Inn.

‘Hatfllesburg: Local police stop £xxe Negro girl, five white boys

en route home,, Policeman curses, threatens arrest, slaps one boy.

Batesville: Panola County Sheriff Carl Hubbard detains sevedal
Persons housing civil rights workers, spends most of night in

courtyard where many workers are living.

Meridian: White teen-age girl throws bottle at civil rights
group outside church, cuts leg of local Negro girl.

Canton: Local police turn on sirens, play music on loudspeaker
near QCFO office, fail to answer phone calls or highway patrol.

Gultport: Two voter registration workers threatened: "Things
-'g’i__are ne around here; we don't want; them to change." Man grabs

volunteer!'s shirt: "1'm going to whip your ass." Workers run.

Meridian: Volunteer's car %oes through green light, hits local
§tation wagon. Volunteer charged with running light, reckless

driving. Bond $122.

So_So: The "Greasy Spoon,” a Negro grocery and teen spot, is
bombed. Damage minor. Sheriff 's depu_t¥ says there is no civil
right motive for the bombing, calls it "senseless."

Greenwood: Three visiting Congressmen witness voter registration,
call It discriminatory.

Tougaloco: En rd&ibe to Canton, four. cisg aﬁignts—@.Fls a e.»&hﬁS&%“ -
by %w"o' cars driven by whites. They deculjfewto stop here for safety

Jackson: Lots of phone harrassment. WATS |line goes dead, then
rings---a technical impossibility.



JINCID:NT SUMMARY --- P'GE FIVE

JULY -: Greenwood: Two ta less c.rs drive eont nually past office
(Conta) — = 7 '

voss Po:nt: Police, whiiz Citizens pressure Ne_ro cafe owne:s
not to serve civil ri its wor'iers. Pol.cauwan SaysS white
»:cist in town has ;jun on his person, _enade :n a satchel.

H rmony: Sheriff, sunc::ntendent post "no trespassing”
sizn at abandoned school, Local citizens immove bool.s, other
wrferials 1O Negro chuweh. Police flisiy i hts ONn homes.

JULY 4: 1 urel: pol.ce birely wewent lovge »- c. .1 clash after two
Nezroes, two white inju.ed .n attewpt to integrste dr.ve -in.
Police fall to respond %o calls for hei, from injured Negroes.
glar.';sdfale: Local wann e SAYS Negroes ,o.ng tO court house
Wil be discharged: 'I h-ve a large contriaet with the head
of the White Citizens Counecil, and I'.. not ijoing to lose
thousands of doilars fo:: one of you.'
Botesville: Volunteer, local worler e sad 30 miles by car.

Batesville: R .c.st slu_s Negro as he 1lz.ves court house.

JLY

oo

Gregnville: Loczl ¢ .t-zens test seve.: i restaurants. The
¢ating ploces are closed either befouc ov after testing.

siuleville: Local se;re;; tionist visits COFO Off .ce, hns a
very friendly argumentwith eivil »i_uts wor €rs. Police aslt
him to leave. He refukes. Charged with d.sorderly conduct .F.ne

L urel: Iester McKinney, who Wi tnessed .-nd reported the July
fourt® incident, arrested by pol:-ce, who say he has 4-6 uwonths
left to serve on arev..ous Ssentence.

Columbus: St. Louis Ne o beaten by whites Who wistol:e hi
for o Freedom Ride; . In ;:~Ute t0 a fune:+n1, he's fined $75.

faurel: Two volunteess cuest.onned by wclice, who ston their
.ntegrated car as it le. ves Sund:y School. Chaiges dropped
3 n.nst driver, but passenger arrested On vagrancy charge,

She left Hocketbook :n ¢ v at poilce si tion. 10 days, suspend.

Jaclison: NACP integrates loeal hotels u.thout major incident.
Individuals integrate .. ny other nloces on their own.

Juael:son: Local woman's le;; cut by botte thrown at QRO of fhce .

JULY 6: Jackson: Voter registration grouE harrassed by police, who
say "one man, one vote" sticker has been found on city car.
They threaten arrest for trespassing if anyone will sign charge

Jackson: Me€ravern-Hill Missionary Baptist Church damaged by
Kerosene ﬁcmwmz—nr%—mﬁr%—rwe. ¥ i Vit Ti movement ,
Clarksdale: Station wagon plays "enhicken" with CRWs going home.
Jackson: Negro youth slugged by white, who flees in truck.

) Moss Point: Negro women shot twice at voter rally, singing 'We
Shall Overcome" Three. Negroes arrested when they pursue car-
from which they believe shots were fired. White car not checked

Greenwood: Harrassment call: "1 just .shot one of your workers.. ,



INCIDENT SUIMMARY==PAGT S| X
July 7: Shaw: Sores refuse to cash volunteer!s travelers checks -
Sherr -Poldice ask all volunteers to registere Only four do note

Clarksdeles Sheriff asks minister, drivinz integreted cer: "ire
you married to them niggers? Yau eintt nO minlster, youlre a SOB troudle
mekeressel®m gonna stay on your back until | get you."

Vieksburgt '“hite boys throw bottle, breek windshield of car weiting
to pick up freedom school students

Greemwmod: Six young Students picketing jailhouse ("Stop Police
utality,” n"one lien, Oe Vote") arrested. So are three others with
them.

July 8t liecComb: SNCC Freedom House bombed; two injured. Despite mumerous
requests by Congressmen, attorneys, pestors (and & personal
visit with the mayor--who also heads the "hite Citizens Council)
no local police were seen i n the area prior to the bombinge 15 ;s
agents, ﬁeveral packdng pistols, show up during day. 150 attend rally
same nignt.

Hattiesburp: Rev. Robert Beech of National Council of Churches arrested
on ralse |pretense charge after allegedly overdrawing his bank accountl
10« Bail set at 12000,

Ruleville: Volunteer bodily ejected from county circudt clerk!s office
Tor accompanying local woman to voter reglstrations

Columbus: Three volunteers arrested on tresEa_ss charges after
stopping St a gas station for a soft drink. riendly conversation there

until ettendant seys, "You boys should be on the roade"
They leave immediately. He files charges. Beil 7500 to 71000 eachs

Clarksdale: Bomb threat.
Hattiesburg: Bottle thrown at pienic by passing care. No platese

Holly Springs: Civil rights worker arrested. Reckless drivinge %250

Clarksdale: Police chief | n Lafayette tel | s Negro cafes not to serve
VOl U eers.

Vicksburg: Bomd threat.

July 9+ Greenwood: Local insurence sslesman slugs volunteer durigg voter
canvas, Follows i N car and rebeats,

Yazoo City: Folksinger errested for reckless driving. Quick fine,

Clarksdele: Volunteer arrested for taking pictures i n eourt room.
tl’iﬁﬁs |taken in hall after police chief ~*-.2 sprayed room deodorant on
@o girls.

Gulfport: Four arrested far refusing to leave |ocal people and cross
'street on police orders as they near court house. Held on
00 bond for violating anti-picketing lavw,

Vicksburp:s Freedom SChool students stoned en route to class.

lioss Point: Pive Negroes fired from jobs for attending mass rallye
Toman fired from work for housing two volunteerse

Clarksdale: Police chief visits offiece whem anot her wthite nan comes
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