
Selma , Alabama- Marcl'i' 7, 1965; 3 pm 

W.E.Scott calls Atlanta f~om Br6wrt's Chapel in Selma. 
John Lewis, Chairman of SNCC · and Robert Mants, SNCC staff, and 
Hosea Williams, SCLC staff, are leading the march. ·They ~re 
in the process of orp,anizin~ into companies and squads, with 
compa~y comm!lnders and squad leaders. · 

Larry Fox;_, . · ..• , .. 
The · peop1eare · at ~ the hriqge' over the Alahama River; they have 
to walk double f"ile. - A f,I'OUp of state troopers, plus whi t .e 
people, plus Cheriff Clark and his posse, plus Al Ling.p . 
he ad of the s tate hi c;hw-ay _patrol are on :-the O:t.ner s~a'e of- -the 
bridge , . . : . . · . .. . . . . . . .. . 

. Leadlnp; the march are John Lewls, Robert Ma:nts, and ·. 
Hosea Williams. behind them are about . 50 - Selma people, · then 
SNCC staff member, Wil~on Brown~ then 50 more Selm~ peo~le 
then SNCC staff member Jesse Harrison, 59 m6re S~lma people 
and SCLC staff member, Eu,gene Pr:i+:chett. 

Other SNCC staff mel'!l.bers -- . Willie Emma Schoot, Frarik 
Sorac .::o, John Luitkys,_ Chris \•Jylie .and Anni~ Pearl Avery 
haven't arrived yet. · 

3:45 p .m. Larry Fox 
SCLC staff members Arldy Young, James Bevel, Hosea \.Jilliams, 
Ben Clark and Harry ._ Boyd are on the scene. 

JACKSON, 4 pm Ruth Howard 
Four · carlo.ads of SNCC staff people ar-e planning to leave ' 
Jackson for Selma, 

SELMA 4 p~m. Lafayett e Stirney, street corner · · 
About 2000-:3000 _people a·re marchinr.; . Hr< Turner of Mp.rion is ' 
al s o leadirig . T~~y ~r~ ori th~ bridge now, ' 
- .,.....I-f- '1:--l+e-pG-J~~~e,pe.o.p le., · ~y-. .w.i.il w.ai:L.unt.i..Lth.ey 
are tear-gassed t o leave. 

. ,This mor'nin~ , ~ John Lewis r ead a three-minqte statement to 
the press ·. about why t hey were marching. SC;LC' s Andy .Young to l d 
Dr. King wasn' t . ~omin~ : because a fter he h~ard that Wall~6e . 
had r; iven the State Troopers all power to stop the ·march, he 
decided to work on . getting as much Nort,her~ .. ?4ppdrt as . possible. 
A minister from SCLC in Selma vowed they would bririg every 
minister from ·all over .the . country in to t'owh~ : 

JACKSON, 4:05 . p .~ • . Cleveland Sellers 
Four carloads of · SNCC staff are l eaving . 

SE LMA 4:06 ~~m. Surney 
Two carloads .of possemen. just w.ent to the bridge; The poi ice 
are making local whites get indoors. . . 

SCLC's Fauntleroy is ~n Washington DC talking ~o · to~h~ess
men. A lot of churches in New York City which were coirt:a:cted 
earlier by· SCLC are -calling in. Radio stations are calling in 
by diea ct lines . · ~ 

SNCC' s Ann ie Pearl !\ve ry was just arrested·--don 1 t know 
t-Jha t f or, She jus t passed by in a police car , . Two lo~al white 
guys • . .Jere also arrested. . 

Three doctors and six-seven nurses from the Medi6al Comm
ittee for Human Rights, als·o three ambulances are there. 
4:15 p.m. State Troopers are. throwinr;' tear gas on them. (\ 
few are runnirig back. A few are being blinded by tear gas. 
Sbmebody got hurt--don 1 t know who, · · · 
4: 15 p .m. They're beatinr, them a nd throwing tear gas 'at t hem. 
4:16 p.m. Pol i ce are beating people on the str eets. Oh, man , 
they're just picking them up and puttinG them in ambulances . 
People are gettinr, hurt pretty bad. 

There were two people on the r,round in pretty bad "shape. 
I'm going to leave in ~ few minutes--people are running back 
th;i.s way. 
4:17 p.m. Ambulances are going by wi th their s irens going . 
Peopl e are rurining , crying , tellinc what's happening . 

(continued) 
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Lafayette Surney , street, corner, continued: 
4:18 p.m. Police are pushing people into alleys: I don't 
know why. People a re screaming, hollerin~ . 

They're bringing on more ambulanc es. People are 
running, hollering , crying. 
4: 20 p.m. People are running . 
4: 22 p.m. Police got somebody else; it's hard to tell who
Looks like they're taking t hem t o the hospital. 

Three more ambulances went by. The. ambulances are -.. · 
pj,d: ing :them up off the gr ound. There goes another one. Two 
more . There go three of them, 
4~2 3 ~.m. They're carrying people by. . . - -
4:2 5 p.m. It looks pretty bad. They're carrying people 
by , putting people in ambulances, private ambulancis. People 
are running. · 

Here come the white hoodlums. I'm on the corner of one 
o f the main streets. 

A lady said they tried to kill her . 
People in the streets who were marching look like 

they 're going back to the churches. 
4:26 p .m. They 're going back to the church. I'm going 
t oo , Should be there in about five minutes . 

4:32 p.m. Brown's Chapel Chureh 

Jame s Austen 
State troopers are outside the church throwing rocks. 
John Lewis 
Pe ople marched , 1500 to 2000 of them, marched down Highway 
80 , across the bridge. At the other side of the bridge were 
200 State Troopers, 200 pos s emen, about 1000 white peop le, 
The Major of the State Troopers made an announcement that 
they should turn around. The people refused. They knelt to 
the ground in a prayerful manner. Then the State Troopers 
fired tear gas at them and beg an to beat them . I was hit in 
the head. 

People went back to the church. There are about 2000-
30 00 in the .church . The posse is coming down to the church. 
Peop le on h orseback are beating people with whipp and ropes , 
They are shooting tear gas . 

I've never seen anything like it in my life . They are 
shooting g as, a cid . 

One very owd lady I know has a broken arm . 
Bi lly Bailey 
I was across the bridge almost t o the front of the line. 
A number of people were beat by State Troopers . They started 
wa lking toward us. t..Jhe n they s tarte d walking toward us, we 
wa lked back. We kneeled and started to pray . Then they 
started throwing gas . Then we just started running back. 
4:40 p.m. Willie Emma Scott 
We have a problem--the guys are not non-violent any more. 
The y're ready to fight. About two or three bus loads of po s se
men a re in front of the church beating people , throwing 
tear g as , beating children and adults . They have about 
twe nty people on horseback . I don ' t know how many's been 
carried to the hospital. 

John Lewis has a small hole in his head. I tried to do 
something for it, but he wouldn 't let me. They say Christo
pher Wyl i e .is in pretty bad condition . Another lady has her 
arm broken in two or three places . '· 
4:45 p .m. They didn 't only throw tear gas at the peop le, 
but ~lso spray~d it on them so thei~ c l othe s a~e full o f it. 
The church is full of tear gas . 

Atlanta 5:05 p.m. Ralph Featherstone, Ivanhoe Donaldson, 
Courtland Cox, and RoybShields left here by plane for Selma . 

Selma 5:14 p .m. Good Samaritan Hospital 
Lafayette Surney 
Pe o p l e had their legs, a rms broke . Fractures of legs, arms. 
Tear gas--that ' s the b addes t thing . The ambulance made 

( c ontinued) 
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Lafayette Surney, Good Samaritan Hospital, continued: 

several trips. They trampled over peop le ~Ji th horses. 
The people at the church started throwing bricks ath the 
State Troopers. 

5:30 p.m. Brown's Chapel Church ' 
Larry Fox 
Th e church is surrounded by possemen on horseback with 
tear gas. 

People are in the hospital. Doctors are next door to 
the church. 
5:34 p.m. Wilson B~own 
The church is surrounded by possemen, State Troopers, and 
Jim Clark. They have Sylvan Street (the street the church 
is on) blocked off from one end to the other.so people 
can't get in or out of the church. They are forcing people 
to g o ba~k into their homes, beating them with billy st~cks t 

6 p .m. Good Samaritan Hospital Nurse Thomas ~ 
So far there have been no reports of people having been shot, 

6: 1 5 p.m. Brown's Chapel Larry Fox 
The re is a rumor that iE the p~ople don't leave the church, 
it will be raided by State Troopers. This came through a 
funeral home. 

Te ar gas was shot into a house down the street by State 
Troopers. 

6 :20 pm Good Samaritan Hospital Worth Long 
John Lewi s is in the hospital with a possible skull fracture. 

6:21 .m. The eo le have ~ust c ome back from the air ort. 
There was n o one there. It was hard getting there, and hard 
gett ing back, and it will probably harder to get out again. 

6 : 30 p .m. State Troopers and possemen have left~ 

ATLANTA 7 p.m. 
James Forman called Dr. Martin Luther King to discuss the 
situation in Selma. Dr. King's secretary said that Dr. King 
was busy preparing a statement on Selma and could not be 
disturbed. Forman left word asking that Dr. King return his 
call. 

SELMA 7:05 p .m. Good Samaritan Hospital 
Lafayette Surn ey 
J ohn Lewis is still in the e mergency room a nd will have to 
sta y over night. There is the possibility of a concussion. 
I j ust finished talking to Police Commissioner Baker. He 
said that Saate Troopers took over and just took it out of 
their hands . 

8:30 p. m. Br own ' s Chapel Church 
\.~lillie Emma Scott 
People are g athering at the churc h for a mas s meetin g . 
John Lewis is still in the hospital. 

Note: 
time ). 

All times g iven are Eastern Standa rd Time ( At lanta 
Alabama time is on e hour behind. 


