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Depositions taken in Weést Point, Mississippi ( Clay Ceunty )
On February 6,8,%9, 1965

Three days of depositions were taken in Clay Counly and a tgtai'nf
16 witnesses were heards. The heardngs were extremely successiul,,
and at times there were as many as meny as 50 people ( excluding
members of the white establishment ) who attended to hear witnesscs
teil of fear and intimidation in the llegro Commnity regarding the
right to vote and generaily about civil riphts participation. The
bearings were held at the 3rd Mount 6live liissionary Raptist Church
in UWest Pointe. Opposing lawyers ( form lliss.) were lir. Prather, Iir.

Edwards, and lir. T.J Tubbs. all form West Poin Cn the third day

an attorney form Bupors wos there, A summery of the testimony
follows:

i L)

Joel Bernard, 19 a ©OPC worker form INew York, testificd that
he had been arrcsted twice, once for "trespassing” on o plubic gos,
station and once, diring the Preedom Vote, for passing out posters

far Lyndon Johnson, He had 43S« once been beaten up by a local whide
citizen, and had himself ( but'not his assailand ) been takern into
custody by the polices He slso testifed to the reluctancé of the
llegro commmnity to register becazuse of fesr of reprisals,
Mirs. Dora Adans, FDP member, who house COPQO workers,’testifed

that she had gene dowm to the courthouse to register € times, taken
the teit threc tines before passing the registrar was often not
there)s She testified 'that on two occasion crosses had been burned

in fremt of her house, severcl tinés bricks and bottles and cherry
boribs had been throwm at bker bouse, ( one bottle wos thrown a few
nights after her testinony),

Bddie Drooks,18, o CCPQ worker ( MNegro ) form Chicago, test-
ified to being arrested twice, once during *he Preedon Voet while
toking ballots 2nc once for denenstrating in front of the city jo
He scid that after he used the bathkroonm in the county courthousc a
white non said that if he did that again the men was going to "get
kin some black meat™,

Mre Lem Young testified to his fear for his job when he
ettempted io register and to the fear of the Megro cormmunity that
was notivated by o quotation form a locel lawyer ( Mrzo Tubb, who was
present, although his name was not mention that “appeared in the new=
apaper several years ogo‘that said thet any llegro that voted dhould
be talen behine the barn, and beaten. The ¢lipping was introcuced imto
evidence at the kearing in Starkville Miss.

" Reve T.L. Jobhnson test ified to the harassnent he had

suffergd when he registered sore year agoe He was followed and threa-
tencd, He also testified cbout the fear of teackérs thot they

would lose their jobs if they registcered to vote. At a ¢onference

in jacksen they were advised to take no part in politics. He clso
testified that he spoke to Carl Rice o local student, who scid thet
he was forced to leave the stnte because his father had been threztene
with loss of his city job beccuse of his son?'s civil rights activity

= _Bob Gilman, 20, a COPFO worker testified tto'the fears of
reprasals if llegroes registercds He wos arrested twice, once curing
the Freedon Vote and once for denonstrotidg in protest apgainst the
arrest of Carl Rice on charges of ™ inciting to riot ™, Fe had zlso
been ordered out of the courthouse aofter requesting public information.

. Iirs. Jonnie Jockson testified that After her none hod
appecrec in the newspaper after taking the test, she received abucive
phone calls. She saic that when she first went <own to register, and
on other occnsions, the registrar was mot there and when she returned
later the courthouse wns surround by helneted police, She clso testifiec
to the feor of the legro community.

Jirse Lillion Purncll testified that she had gone to the
courthouse several times to register, an” that the registrar hac been
rude to her on several occrnsions, bcgﬂre she regisered,

lrse Georgia Roby, 74years old, testified thot when she
went covm th e courthouse to register the registrar had told her
not to'have any thing to do with the eivil righk workers or listen to
then o, also Juestioned her as to why she wanted to vote,.



Mre. Charlie Graves,testified that he had been up tn the
courthouse eight times trying to pet repistered, bat Jue to’the
absences of the reistror ka  taken the ealy 4 tines, failinr,say
hic interpertation wos ™geod, but not goo” enough™, Mr. Graves is
an cotive menber of the FDP and went to Atlantic City and VWashington,

John Bell, o local student, testified about the fears of
the ilerro conmmity sbhout voiing an’ sbout his mother's fear of his
inveivenent in the civil riphits zctivity. He wes arrestel twicgoonce

while taking ballots in the Precdom Votc and once om o trumped up
ehorpe of Cisorcerly conduct and petty lorcenys He has been harassel
Ly policcs

Spurrecon Evens, testified that a represcatative of o
crecit company told hinm thet his credit woul!® be cut of f if he messed
with the civil richts workers, "the man indicate” that this hnd clready
been Come in a couple of cases, liE. Bvens szid that he would"™wait o
bit"before atterpting to repister.

Four people forn Meben, a snall town on the Webster-Cktibbeho
County 1line testifiec to the beating and herassnent in thot towm.
one woran testifiecd thot het father was teoken inté a field znd heaten
by o wh ite nsn, Mer nephew, o deaf and Jumb rute, Is becten by his
white enployer when ke is sick ond unable to work, On one occasion’
1ast year ke was beaten and the skeriff wes colled by the emplover.
He was put in joil and his father offer to pay $25 dollar fine and
was refuscC, anc his employer paid $10 to pet him out, thenm took hinm
to work, Ge.ile Gotes testifiel that he had bLeen blacklisted and wos
unable to fet o job in the omly town indlustry, o pulpweo' plant, be=
couse ofhis cikil rights activity, Another man had also lost kis
job an unable to ret work, They testifiel of bedinp chosed by white
nens with shotpuns ang forced off the road by pickup trucks because
of the work witk CCPFQ. They hkac been orderd nng to participate in o
recent ASC election, as had nony other llegzocse.

Three other people’'form Clay County testified at the khearings
in Starkville on Pebloll, 1965 and the sumnary of their testimony im
available fornm COPQ theree

vy

. A few people hove volunteered to testify cuiine the rebuttal
perior an” it was rccommented that we' subpeonz Mr., Tubb, who nace the
statenent in the ncwspoper;lirs Volker,tke recistrors Mre Strickland,
the Sheriff; an” lir. Smith, the ehief of police,





